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INTRODUCTION

into a campus institution. The desire to establish a premiere outlet for undergraduate research in political
science and international relations at American University brought together students, faculty, and admin-

been an honor to work with all of them as authors, staff, and reviewers. While the editors keep the process

We received a large amount of excellent research and we are excited to be publishing the work of the
cal approaches or their completely new way of framing the issue. These authors show us that exemplary
scholarship unites both analytical rigor and real-world relevance. They have the potential to change the way
we think about some of the most puzzling questions in the modern social sciences. Although their topics
undergraduate researchers that American University has to offer.
The articles in this issue examine a wide range of national and international issues. Some authors
decided to re-examine old theories, updating them for an ever-changing world. Leigh Maltby and Colin
Benz bring us scholarship on European legal integration and xenophobia in Germany by analyzing the most
recent data on the 2004 European Union enlargement and Germany’s youth, respectively, according to the
previous theories in each area. Meanwhile, Caitlin McGonnigal shows us how Marxist ideology, which had
previously been dismissed as outdated, is actually highly relevant in thinking about fair trade.
gap between men and women. Elise Roberts analyzed the causes of the gender gap in education around the
world, ending with policy recommendations that could shift the way we think about investment in education. Similarly, Allison Dunatchik also examines a gender gap, shifting the focus to the more local issue of
student government participation. By studying the gender imbalance in student government participation,
she provides us with valuable insight into the issue of female political representation.
Finally, several authors chose to study issues in international security, helping us to understand the
complex connections between the many international actors that make up our world. Elizabeth Calos gives
us a quantitative examination of alliances by investigating the relationship between alliance membership
between states. Additionally, Joe Wisniewski looks at the relationship between state and non-state actors in
asymmetrical warfare, providing insight into questions that are as old as warfare itself.
Clocks and Clouds is based on the premise that undergraduates have ideas that matter. Although we
do not claim that our work will change the world overnight, we are convinced that the ideas we present can
make genuine contributions to a broader academic dialog. We believe Clocks and Clouds can help shape
and voice the extraordinary ideas of American University undergraduates, and showcase the real power that

i

Carly Kinney

Crystal Shatzer Espie

EDITOR IN CHIEF

MANAGING EDITOR

CLOCKS AND CLOUDS FALL 2012 STAFF
FACULTY ADVISOR

Professor Kimberly Cowell-Meyers
Professor Dylan Craig

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
MANAGING EDITOR
ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITORS

Carly Kinney
Crystal Shatzer Espie
Sean Dugdale
Maria Cribbs
Ozzie Chung
Emily Jorgensen
Nathan Thompson

MARKETING DIRECTOR
ASSISTANT MARKETING DIRECTORS

Steven Ballew
Allison Butler
Habib-Emmanuel Abraham
Stephanie Fabro

PRODUCTION MANAGER

Jasmine Guo

ASSISTANT PRODUCTION MANAGERS

Amanda Sands
Ananya Marathe

REVIEWERS

Aubrey Rose
Brian Kim
Dakota Freeze
David Troy
Fito Akinrinade
Jesse Bruner
Karanpreet Takhar
Kirsten Ashbaugh
Leigh Maltby
Pranay Ahluwalia
Richard Bartoldus
Sam Cho
Tessie Burdette

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Elizabeth Calos
The Weakest Link: Credible Deterrence Threats and Alliance Entrapment

1

Allison Dunatchik
Among Students

17

Leigh Maltby
Tested and Found Wanting: A Quantitative Analysis of Legal Integration in the
Member States of the 2004 European Union Enlargement

57

Caitlin McGonnigal
Karl Marx and the Fair Trade Chocolate Industry in the Ivory Coast

85

Elise Roberts

Colin Benz

Joe Wisniewski
The State’s Struggle to Master Asymmetrical Warfare

155

Calos

THE WEAKEST LINK: CREDIBLE DETERRENCE
THREATS AND ALLIANCE ENTRAPMENT

Abstract
the United States’ desire for isolationism and its desire to maintain hegemony. While the United
States has initiated and continued wars in Afghanistan and Iraq that are increasingly unpopular
with alliance members, it has also focused on increasing NATO buy-in and has become involved in

ance members. This raises the question of whether strong states suffer from alliance entrapment, a
that are outside of the scope of the alliance. Scholars have long argued that defensive alliances do not
tested these claims while controlling for state strength. This paper will examine whether weaker alli-

originated by alliance members. Ultimately, this paper will determine that weaker alliance members
same compulsion. This has important implications for scholarship because it demonstrates that alliance behavior is measurably different for states of differing strengths and that weaker states are more

Puzzle
In the early days of the Libyan uprising, there was little US interest in becoming involved in the
necessary to the overall security strategy. Nevertheless, on March 16th, the United States became
Despite little strategic interest and even less desire to intervene, the United States eventually funded
intervene was largely a result of external pressure placed on the United States by allies within NATO,
particularly France. In this case, it seems as though the United States’ defensive alliance partners were
the bounds of the North Atlantic Treaty. Conversely, the United States has also refused to intervene
1
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States refused to participate and did not send troops or otherwise support its alliance members in this
sures, but it is not always forced to intervene against its will. So, do alliances actually force states to
The potential for defensive alliances to result in an intervention that is outside the bounds of a
state’s foreign policy interests has several important policy implications. The United States and other
governments have used defensive alliances as a way of increasing the overall security of the state. If
defensive alliances actually force states to intervene in areas against their interests, then they would
actually diminish the overall security of the state rather than increase it. Since these alliances are
would demonstrate that these alliances are not an effective deterrent. This might have greater policy
implications down the road, as states must make the decision whether or not to enter into an alliance.
Thus, there are important policy issues at stake when examining whether or not defensive alliances
ance members equally across different levels of state strength. There is a wide body of literature which

-

Research Question
ance members which are outside of the bounds of the defensive alliance and the best interests of the
state when others are not. Alliances are supposed to demonstrate a credible threat which makes the

few potential adversaries would wish to challenge a state which has multiple partners to defend it.
However, most scholars would also agree that the strength of the deterrent threat is tied to the relative
rent threat and makes each member less secure. This is true across all levels of state strength but is
particularly worrisome for weaker states. A stronger state would lose comparatively less security when

2
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originated by alliance partners to prevent the weakening of the alliance’s deterrent threat. The deterrent threat sent by an alliance is vital in protecting the weaker state against potential attackers. Thus,
this paper will attempt to provide support for two main hypotheses:

strength of alliance member do not impact the security of the state.

mandate of the alliance because changes in the strength of the alliance member impact the security of
the state.
Literature Review
In order to accurately examine the question of why some alliance members are drawn into conacademic literature and the debates which surround it. The following schools of thought attempt to
focus on three distinct schools of thought; grievance, Rubicon theory, and rational deterrence. Thus,
in order to understand deterrence and its effect on defensive alliances, it is necessary to examine these
schools of thought in terms of implications for policy and as representations of the decision-making
process of the nation-state.
school, when there is relative deprivation of access to the government, human security, or economic
seated grievances about group status and by the situationally determined pursuit of political interests,

would be inadequate as an explanation of the way that defensive alliances pull alliance partners into

be willing to risk a small loss of security if its partner loses rather than weakening itself substantially
would only make the state weaker. It is therefore necessary to examine other schools of thought for a
Rubicon theory offers another explanation for deterrence failure which may be useful when
considering the hypothesis. According to this model, states operate in terms of sequential decision
frames which impact their behavior. Initially, states operate under a deliberative mind-set where they
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are able to rationally compare options and possible outcomes in order to make the best decision. This
rational choices. However, after the decision to act has been made, states enter into an implemental

the state will be less willing to change course or to accept new information. Any new information that
is received is generally processed according to the mission of the state, i.e. new information is made

-

members are also involved.
By entering into the alliance contract, the state has in a way already passed into the implemental

to explain one important intervening variable. According to this school, once the state has crossed the
that they are bound to their alliance members. However, the hypotheses argue that only weaker states
will intervene to protect an alliance member. The Rubicon model cannot take this discrepancy into
account.
Yet another school of thought that could explain the reason that other alliance members

terrence argue that in order to prevent an aggressor state from pursuing violent action, the state must

alliance, where states band together to increase the credible deterrent threat signal that they can send

decrease the deterrent signal that is being sent by the alliance as a whole. This means that states in
The rational deterrence model seems as though it would be more accurate than the Rubicon
model because it would be able to predict both instances where states would intervene, such as when
it would decrease the deterrent signal of the alliance, and when states would not intervene. The Rubi-

4
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examined the reasoning behind the decision of defensive alliance members when they do chose to ennated by alliance members because the potential that the alliance member loses would not decrease
the deterrent signal as much as if a strong state intervened and lost. Alternatively, a weaker state that
is more dependent on the signal that is sent by a defensive alliance would be more likely to enter into
would result from a potential loss would have a more substantial impact on the security of the state.
Of the three schools of thought examined here, rational deterrence seems to offer the clearest
model for predicting the potential of defensive alliances to entrap weaker alliance members in conthat while these scholars have attempted to explain why deterrence fails and how alliances contribute
to deterrence success or failure, there has been little examination of whether the relative strength of
the alliance partner contributes to the decision to intervene. While the Rubicon model would predict
model would argue that intervention is only will only occur if the alliance partner is relatively weak
and depends on the credible deterrent signal sent by the alliance for its security against potential aggressors.
Argument
ing on their own. In order to establish the validity of this argument, it is important to situate it within
an intellectual school of thought. I will use rational deterrence theory to explain the reasons why
states in defensive alliances may be less secure in some situations than they would be if they were not
in a defensive alliance. Rational deterrence will provide a baseline from which I can explore the following hypotheses and determine whether or not they are supported by the data.
Rational deterrence argues that states have exogenous given preferences that are tested against
-

demonstrates the costs of a potential attack through higher military spending, political statements,
this argument is that since higher costs mean that aggressor states are less likely to engage in hostile
the other alliance members. If this statement is true, then defensive alliances should act as deterrents
to external aggression because each member of the alliance promises to defend every other alliance
member if their territorial integrity is threatened. This explanation of rational deterrence as an incentive for building alliances is well established within the literature.
However, this paper argues that there is a codicil to this argument. In order for a defensive alli-
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ance to act as an effective deterrent to external aggression, the alliance must be able to pose a credible
threat, which will prevent states outside of the alliance from threatening its members. Thus, defensive alliances must present a strong enough deterrent threat to protect even the weakest members of
the alliance. This means that the weak or medium powered states within an alliance are particularly
invested in maintaining the strength of the deterrent signal sent by the alliance. The deterrent signal
that is sent by the alliance is the combination of each state’s relative strength and military capability,
as a whole. Since weaker states depend on this signal to protect the state from potential adversaries, there is an inherent obligation for lower powered states to ensure that the signal remains strong.
Conversely, great powers or strong states depend less on the deterrent signal sent by the alliance and
more on the military and economic strength of the state itself. Thus, weaker states within a defensive
the alliance member should lose, the credibility of the alliance’s deterrent threat would be diminished.

alliance members. Figure 1 demonstrates the logic of this argument visually.
Figure 1.

Research Design section of this paper. First, the independent variable is the state’s membership in a
this paper. Second, the present study will control for whether or not a weak or strong member state
-

ance partner. These three variables will help to determine whether or not the hypothesis is supported
by historical examples.

6
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populations, less military funding, and fewer available troops depend more on their alliance partners to send a credible threat to potential adversaries, so it is more likely that these states will act to
alliance to send a valid deterrent signal, each state within the alliance must maintain a certain level
of strength. Thus, states of low or medium power will be unwilling to risk the potential for a partner
to lose and decrease the value of the alliance’s deterrent signal. However, state of high power or great
powers are less reliant on their alliance partner’s strength to protect them from potential adversaries.
These states have large militaries and are able to spend large amounts of money on military purchases. This means that the military in each of these states is capable of sending a deterrent signal that
is not dependent on the strength of alliance partners. Therefore, great powers are less tied to their
alliance partners and rely on them less to bolster their own strength. According to this logic, the data
an alliance member, where high power states are able to behave more independently.
However, if the evidence demonstrates that alliance members are equally likely to enter into a
be supported. This evidence would contribute to the validity of the Rubicon theory because it argues
that once a state has entered into a defensive alliance, it has crossed a Rubicon, having committed to
originated by any alliance partner, regardless of its relative strength or weakness. Alternatively,

security.
This research will add to the academic debates about defensive alliances by examining a variable
which has been understudied in the literature to date. The idea that state strength is an intervening
tions for policy-making. Should the hypothesis be supported, it would perhaps indicate that entering
states would be more likely to band together in support of an alliance partner. Previously, states have
used defensive alliances to protect weaker states, but if the hypothesis were true, then entering into
these alliances would actually decrease the security of the weaker state because they would be increasing to enter into defensive alliances in the future.
Research Design
In order to test the claims made in the hypothesis, three datasets from the Correlates of War
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outside of this timeframe that would prove interesting to examine in light of the hypotheses, but the
nature of this paper meant that a larger statistical analysis was not possible within the time allotted.
bias. Rather than choosing a period of time with heavy NATO activity, like the period of the Cold War,
utilizing the most recent time period available meant that I was not able to skew the results by pick-

The independent variable in this study is whether or not a state is in a defensive alliance with a
which obligates the state to defend its alliance partners should they be attacked by states outside of
the alliance. The Formal Alliances dataset compiled for the Correlates of War database was used to
form of a dyadic list of states in an alliance with an entry for each year. Thus, each entry in the MID
dataset was examined to determine which states were in an alliance with an originator in the year of

situations, there were multiple originators in an alliance with each other. Obviously, there are other

Finally, state strength is operationalized using the National Material Capabilities dataset from
-

military personnel, energy consumption, total population, and urban population. These factors are

of international relations and does include some non-military factors, including energy consumption,
total population, and urban population. This makes the operationalization of state strength fairly

and strong is based on factors which would increase the cost of attack to an aggressor state like the
strength of the military, i.e. factors that demonstrate the relative credibility of the state’s deterrent
threat. This control variable was organized into an ordinal level variable with three different catego-

Calos

ries: low, medium, and high. In order to determine the cut-off points for each of these categories, a
had CINC scores of less than .004, medium states had scores of .004-.016, and high states had scores
of higher than .016. The histogram of cases clearly demonstrates a distinct group of high power states
that is separate from the medium and low states, so it is clear that states within that group should be

those between the strong and weak groups as medium. While this differentiation may seem somewhat
arbitrary, separating the cases using these numbers allowed for a roughly equal distribution of states
between medium and high, with a slightly larger base of weak states. In addition, separating the cases
based in these criteria would seem to provide an accurate representation of state strength around the
world. There are more weak states than medium states and more medium states than strong states.
Thus, it seemed that separating the variables according to these numbers would provide the best
statistical observations. These distinctions should allow for meaningful statistical observations about
each of the three groups.

The independent variable for this study is whether the state is in an alliance with the originator of the
dent and independent variables are nominal level variables. The control variable is state strength,
which has been broken into three discrete categories, making it an ordinal level variable because the
responses can be ordered into a scale. Since both the independent and dependent variables are nominal, three chi-square tests with proportional reduction of error measures will be utilized to analyze the
data. These tests will determine whether alliance membership makes a difference in the decision of a
sures will demonstrate the strength of the relationship, if it exists. This analysis will make it possible

Analysis
did not initiate. Thus, it is necessary to run a chi-square test to determine whether the null hypothesis

medium powered states, and one for high powered states. Statistically speaking, a p-value that is less
was .000, which indicates that the null hypothesis is not accurate in the case of these states. The
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-

result, which means that in this case, the null hypothesis is supported. The high powered states did
While this would seem to support the hypotheses on face value, it is also important to examine
The Cramer’s V statistic gives us a measure of the strength of the association between the two vari-

-

the high powered states group returned results indicating there was no association between the two
variables, it is meaningless to measure the strength of the association with the Cramer’s V test. The
PRE measure indicates that for both the low and medium powered states, there is a strong association
between the two variables being examined.
The directionality of the relationship between membership in an alliance with an originator and
order to do this, it is important to examine the percentages of cases where a state that did not initiate
-

an alliance with an originator. However, it is not possible to make the same claims for high powered
These results would generally support the two hypotheses. The low and medium powered states
be if they were not in an alliance with an originator. In addition, the low states have a stronger association than the medium states. This seems to support the logic that the weaker a state is, the more
likely they are to act to prevent a loss of strength from an alliance partner and therefore preserve the
-
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because they are less concerned about a potential reduction in the strength of their alliance partners.
Conclusion
This paper has attempted to demonstrate the importance of state strength in determining alliance behavior. Rational deterrence theorists have long argued that each state within the international
utility of the state’s decision to act. Therefore, states can prevent potential aggressors from attacking
expanded territory or wealth. Following this logic, defensive alliances should increase the security of
the state because they allow states to pool resources and send a stronger deterrent signal to potential
adversaries than they would be able to alone. This argument has been well documented in the literature on rational deterrence. However, this paper attempts to add a corollary to this argument. Since
the strength of the defensive alliance depends on the strength of all of its alliance members, any loss
of strength for an alliance member represents a decrease in the credibility of the deterrent signal sent
to other states. For strong states or great powers, this is not of great concern. Even without the backing of the alliance, the strong military capacity of these states allows them to deter potential attackers.
However, weak or medium powers depend more strongly on the alliance as a deterrent to aggressors.
Any decrease in the power of an alliance partner decreases the security of the state itself. This means
that weak or medium powers are more invested in maintaining the strength of an alliance and will
bers do not lose.

initiated by alliance partners because the state is stable enough that changes in the strength of alliance
member do not impact the security of the state, has been supported by this study. The second hy-

also been supported by the data. This indicates that the explanation of alliance behavior backed by the
logic of rational deterrence is more accurate than the explanations provided by the grievance model,
model, which predicts that it would occur uniformly across the groups.
However, there were some challenges associated with this study that may have an impact on
expansion of the dataset to include more cases. In addition, it was impossible to include data for each

11
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this would be the case. The number of cases would expand exponentially if every single state were

when they are in an alliance with the originator or not. A more comprehensive study would have to
signal the potential costs of an attack to an aggressor. Defensive alliances are supposed to give states
a larger base of power with which to warn a potential aggressor. However, if states view the power of
each state within an alliance as vital to their ability to send a credible signal, then states may engage in

utes to their weakness in terms of military strength. Thus, it would seem that weaker states would be
more secure if they were not in defensive alliances at all.
understanding of deterrence as a whole. This paper began with a puzzle. The United States intervened
in Libya seemingly solely at the behest of its alliance partners, but refused to intervene in Rwanda,

factors other than alliance pressure or the potential of an alliance member to weaken the alliance by
defensive alliance partners will always be able to force the United States into action. Defensive alliances still act to increase the security of the United States overall because they allow access to additional
does not wish to be involved in, despite recent events. It also means that the United States should be
cautious when intervening in weak or medium strength states that have defensive alliance partners.
These partners are forced to view any potential loss of strength as a threat and will act to maintain

12
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Appendix 1: Histogram of State Strength
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Appendix 2: Chi-Square Test Results
State Strength

X2

P-Value

Low

.000

Medium

.012

High
Total

Cramer’s V

.000
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Appendix 3: Contingency Table

Are they in an alliance with initiator * Did they originate the conflict * statestrength3 Crosstabulation
Did they originate the conflict
statestrength3
Low

No

Yes

Total

Are they in an alliance with No Alliance

Count

12

189

201

initiator

% within Are they in an

6.0%

94.0%

100.0%

Count

26

42

68

% within Are they in an

38.2%

61.8%

100.0%

Count

38

231

269

% within Are they in an

14.1%

85.9%

100.0%

alliance with initiator
Alliance

alliance with initiator
Total

alliance with initiator
Medium

Are they in an alliance with No Alliance

Count

10

96

106

initiator

% within Are they in an

9.4%

90.6%

100.0%

Count

9

25

34

% within Are they in an

26.5%

73.5%

100.0%

Count

19

121

140

% within Are they in an

13.6%

86.4%

100.0%

alliance with initiator
Alliance

alliance with initiator
Total

alliance with initiator
High

Are they in an alliance with No Alliance

Count

12

77

89

initiator

% within Are they in an

13.5%

86.5%

100.0%

Count

8

29

37

% within Are they in an

21.6%

78.4%

100.0%

Count

20

106

126

% within Are they in an

15.9%

84.1%

100.0%

alliance with initiator
Alliance

alliance with initiator
Total

alliance with initiator
Total

Are they in an alliance with No Alliance

Count

34

362

396

initiator

% within Are they in an

8.6%

91.4%

100.0%

Count

43

96

139

% within Are they in an

30.9%

69.1%

100.0%

Count

77

458

535

% within Are they in an

14.4%

85.6%

100.0%

alliance with initiator
Alliance

alliance with initiator
Total

alliance with initiator
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A VOTE OF NO (SELF)-CONFIDENCE:
GENDER, SOCIALIZATION, AND POLITICAL AMBITION
AMONG STUDENTS
Allison Dunatchik

Abstract
In light of women’s underrepresentation in student government, this paper investigates to what
extent levels of political ambition differ between male and female students and why at American
gender differences in levels of political ambition in political pipeline careers explain much of women’s

of the political realm. Because research shows that participation in student government and political

socialization and traditional views on levels of students’ political ambition at American University.
Introduction
According to the American University website, the Princeton Review named American Univer-

reputations for its School of International Service and School of Public Affairs. It also reports that
-

The dearth of female students in student government at American University, despite their over-

this research provides empirical evidence of the gender gap in political ambition and sheds light on

ambition. Women’s political ambition is substantially depressed by lowered self-assessments of their
Determining the factors at work in hindering political ambition in female students at American
University is important for several reasons. First, the fact that women are much less likely to run for
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raising capabilities, sexist media coverage, and family responsibilities are not applicable in studies of
student government, the persistent dearth of women running for and serving in student government
suggests that other factors are at work.
women, in general, perceive leadership as either unappealing or unattainable. In light of the fact that

pool of scholarship dedicated to gender and political ambition by reaching respondents while they are

Conceptual Framework
Political ambition is central to the study of political science because of its relationship to democratic governance and political legitimacy. The degree to which citizens are willing to participate in

democratically organized cannot be truly legitimate if all its citizens . . . do not have a potential inter-

ernment.
Literature Review

as a result of gender-based discrimination. In other words, that the American electorate did not sup-

-

Dunatchik

have turned to a number of institutional explanations in its place. One such explanation contends that

-

The incumbency advantage also hinders women’s capacity to make substantial gains in represen-

In addition to these institutional barriers to entry, social scientists point a number of social

households in recent decades, and the slackening of rigid sex roles, a number of surveys continue to

careers and families” in a way that men are not. However, that qualitative evidence is complicated by

consideration Darcy, Welch and Clark’s eligibility pool explanation, Lawless and Fox sample men and
bute the gender gap in political ambition to three manifestations of traditional gender socialization.
First, notions of traditional family roles impress upon both women and men the expectation
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personal and professional obligations.
Second, because existing governmental institutions were created by men and are controlled by

recruited, in reality, women are much less likely to be recruited.
favor of a patriarchal system that makes many women feel protected and valued in their traditional

gravitate toward traditionally male and female occupations. A number of studies on gender social-

Although Lawless and Fox provide an excellent investigation into early political ambition and
the early political socialization factors that contribute to ambition, because their study focuses on
men and women who are already established in careers within the political pipeline, they are not able
to examine the gender dynamics of political ambition among adolescents and young adults. In their

a spontaneous decision; rather, it is the culmination of a long, personal evolution that often stretches
their abilities to enter the political arena is one of the most complex barriers to their emergence as

self-presentation and impression management issues rank higher as obstacles for young women than
for young men. Moreover, men and women differ in their perception of impression management
20
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important to include an element of closer temporal proximity.

pation and involvement in activities like student government at a young age. A number of studies
show that participating in certain activities during adolescence and early adulthood leads to increased
ity traits and political attitudes, participation in extra curricular activities plays a role in developing
political involvement. In particular, participation in student government correlates to increased civic
ment that results involvement in student government could lead to political ambition and the decision

Hypotheses
Current research on gender dynamics of political ambition indicates that sex-role socialization

sex-role orientations are more likely to perceive politics as a realm inappropriate for women, and to

1. Men have higher levels of political ambition than women with regard to both running for

in explaining male and female students’ levels of political ambition.1
Study Design

1

21

See Appendix B for a full explanation of variables used in this study.
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of political ambition among students at American University, as well as the factors that impact their
level of ambition. The survey was designed and administered through the online survey tool, Survey
Monkey.
The data collection period spanned for approximately one month. The survey was advertised

was invited through Facebook to participate in the survey. The Today@AU advertisement was
distributed to the entire AU community, and contained the disclaimer that survey participants must
be undergraduate students at AU. Finally, posters were hung on bulletin boards throughout campus,
advertising the study, emphasizing that only undergraduate students may participate. As a device to
attract student participation in my survey, all advertisements emphasized that students participating
in the study would be entered into a drawing to win one of several prizes. After the month-long data
collection process, I compiled survey answers from Survey Monkey and transformed responses into a
workable data set, coded numerically to facilitate the application of statistical analysis.
Studying political ambition at a young age provides a unique look at political ambition because
do not apply. Social barriers like family obligations and household duties should not be much of a
concern, nor should institutional barriers like incumbency or a lower capacity to fundraise since
students must run every year, are rarely allowed to run more than four years, and campaigns generally last only one to three weeks and are capped at a modest budget. Concern over gender bias in the
media is also negligable as student candidates are not likely to receive much coverage, even from their
university media. Studying political ambition among college students, I am able to control for many of

selection and response bias. Because this survey is entirely voluntary, respondents who completed
the survey may have agreed to participate because of a vested interest in politics and women’s politi-

potential run would likely take place well into the future. This study is geared to address ambition to
tor of the status women in American politics and of democracy in the U.S.
Results
The data supports both of my hypotheses - however, in a more nuanced way than anticipated.

ambition are, in fact, gendered. Bivariate analyses of these variables reveal that while women may not
necessarily be more likely to be less ambitious to begin with, they are often substantially disadvan-

22

Dunatchik

factor leading to lowered levels of political ambition among women.
two sections pertain to ambition to run for student government, while the last two explore ambition

potential future candidacy.
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In order to assess the impact of sex, political socialization, views of gender roles, and self-assess-

depress political ambition.
Also as expected, adherence to traditional conceptions of gender roles increases the likelihood
of having low levels of political ambition for both men and women. Respondents who agree with the
low levels of interest in running for student government ambition. Contrary to expectations, though,
exhibit ambition to run for student government. Bivariate analysis of the relationship between sex
and the belief that men and women are equally suitable for politics further demonstrates that women

trigger ambition.

men are 26 percent more likely than women to report no interest in running for student government.
However, when we turn to whether respondents have taken any concrete steps toward launching a
campaign, female students are less likely than male students to have investigated how to get their
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student government, and if women are actually more likely to consider the option of running for

presented in Table 1.4 suggest, most men and women feel that they would be more likely to run if they
had more free time and if there were issues they felt passionately about. But women would also be
experience.

more likely to report high levels of ambition to run for student government. To explain why female
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students are continually underrepresented in student government, despite being equally as likely
as male students to have high student government ambition and more likely than male students to
consider the option of running for student government, I explore the relationship between selfcrosstabulation of this survey question, as displayed in Table 2.1. While 11 percent of women reported

I performed two regression tests to explore the factors impacting how respondents self-assess

-

These models fare somewhat better than those in the previous section, explaining 26 percent
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Contrary to expectations, adherence to traditional conceptions of gender roles does not predict

serve in student government. Turning to the cross tabulation of parental encouragement growing up
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factor in depressing levels of self-assessment, this gender difference provides important insight into

number of activities in which a respondent participates results in an averaged 2.2 percent increase

women do. A crosstabulation of which activities students participate in reveals that not only is sex a

them with contacts within student government. Indeed, 22 percent of men reported contact with a
while 20 percent of men attended a student government meeting over the course of the last year, only

Dunatchik

pool persist among male and female students when they considered running for student government.
tors that contribute to it.
Similar to Section 1, I performed two regression analyses in order to assess the impact of sex,
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government on political ambition. The models in this section predict whether the respondent indi-

-
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recognize women’s lower levels of parental encouragement.
-

political ambition. The second model shows that those who anticipate sex-based discrimination if they

dents report having participated in during the past year, another gender discrepancy emerges. Table

62 percent of women participated in between 0 and 2 activities, compared to only 42 percent of men.

Dunatchik

student government, a crosstabulation and chi square test of self-assessments of a potential future
-

sex in predicting a respondent’s self-assessments of a potential future candidacy.

Similarly to Section 2, this section assesses the impact of sex, political socialization, and views
regression equation predicts whether the respondent reports that he/she would not make a good
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could prove damaging to the chances of women identifying themselves as good future candidates, as

respondent believes he or she would make a good future candidate. Those who received parental enwho received no encouragenment.

ing any level of positive feelings toward their capacity to deal with high levels of public scrutiny and
percent of men did.

likely to identify themselves as a good future candidate than those who do not. This factor proves a
-
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Discussion and Conclusion
cantly reduced both men’s and women’s likelihood of expressing no interest in running for student

years has made an impact on young women’s perceptions of gender and politics. Young women have

presidential primary ticket. Young women have received the message that a career in politics is open
to them and have begun at least to leave the option open for the future.
the factors that do predict ambition. While it appears that young women believe that politics is an
acceptable career path for women, they tend not to apply that belief to their own lives. Women are

Women are also disadvantaged by gendered differences in political socialization, encouragement
agement to run while growing up, far fewer women than men actually had that experience. Similarly,
although women and men are more likely to be politically ambitious when they receive encourage-

-

deterrent from running.
est in student government and politics. Women indicate following student government and national
political far less frequently than men and report participating in fewer student government and politi-

Dunatchik

less interest in politics than men.
among men and women in the eligibility pool suggests that the gender differences in political ambition that pervade the political eligibility pool persist among college students. This suggests that the
origin of the gendered differences between men and women in terms of political ambition begin even

place at an early age, as gendered effects are already apparent and at work by the time young women
among undergraduate college students suggests that socialization is among the most important and
This research opens the doors for further study of gendered differences in levels of political
ambition among students. While this study provides a number of intriguing results, several improvements could be made. While I made an effort to identify and control for an extensive list of indepenthis list by adding several important variables. Race and political ideology should be accounted for as
into account respondents’ year in school. Since students learn more about student government and
politics in general as they progress in their undergraduate years, it is likely that older students express
higher levels of ambition on the whole than younger students and future study should also control for
this factor.
This research would also be improved by collecting qualitative data along with the quantitative
data from the survey. Conducting more extensive interviews with a random subset of the sample
would provide a richer and more textured insight into why so few women run for student government,
This study’s generalizability would be greatly improved by a larger sample size expanded to other
-

control for variables like region, ideological bent, and the characteristics of a particular university.
der differences in political ambition. With its exceptionally politically active students, its predominantly female student population, and its location in Washington DC, not to mention the fact that it is
cal ambition. This is not the case. Despite the advantages American University provides students to
develop and express political ambition, women exhibit lower levels of political ambition than men,
less politicized upbringing.
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Appendix A
Instructions:
mately 10 minutes to complete. Your participation serves as consent to the usage of your responses for
of this study. Please answer the questions to the best of your ability. You may skip questions and opt
out of the survey at any time. You may also choose to provide your name and email address at the end
your personal information will not be linked with your survey responses.
If you have any questions regarding the survey or the nature of this research, please feel free
endeavor.

- Male
- Female

- School of Public Affairs
- School of International Service
- Kogod School of Business
- College of Arts and Sciences
- School of Communication

- Frequently
- Occasionally
- Seldom
- Never

- Mother
- Father
- Both spoke equally
- Neither
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- Frequently
- Occasionally
- Seldom
- Never
6. When you were growing up, what description best characterizes the arrangements in your
household:
- I grew up in a one-career household where my father was the primary breadwinner
and my mother was the primary caretaker of the household.
- I grew up in a one-career household where my mother was the primary breadwinner
and my father was the primary caretaker
- I grew up in a two-career household where my parents shared household duties evenly
- I grew up in a two-career household where my mother was responsible for most house
hold duties
- I grew up in a two-career household where my father was responsible for most household
duties
- I grew up in a single parent household with my mother
- I grew up in a single parent household with my father
- Other

- Yes, both parents
- Yes, my father
- Yes, my mother
- No

politically

- Very closely
- Closely
- Somewhat closely
- Not closely

- Very closely
- Closely
- Somewhat closely
- Not closely
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- Voted
- Wrote a letter to a newspaper
- Joined or paid dues to a political interest group
- Contributed money to a campaign
- Volunteered or worked for a political candidate
- Joined a group in the community to address a local issue
- Attended a city council, school board, or town hall meeting
- Contributed to a political blog
- Joined a political group on Facebook

- Wrote an editorial for the Eagle
- Joined or participated in a club of student organization on campus

- Volunteered for a student government campaign
- Attended a student government meeting
- Joined a student government candidate’s group on Facebook

- Yes
- No

- Strongly Agree
- Agree
- Disagree
- Strongly Disagree

society.

- Give money to a political candidate who favors your position
- Very unlikely
- Unlikely
42
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- Likely
- Very Likely
- Volunteer for a candidate or group that favors your position
- Very unlikely
- Unlikely
- Likely
- Very Likely
- Organize people in the community to work on the issue
- Very unlikely
- Unlikely
- Likely
- Very Likely
- Very unlikely
- Unlikely
- Likely
- Very Likely

- Strongly
- Somewhat
- Not at all
10. People often say that, to enter the political arena, you need to have a thick skin and high
- Strongly
- Somewhat
- Not at all

- Yes
- No
- Unsure
ize that most students have never considered running, but your answers are still very important.
1. Which of the following options do you think is the most effective way for you to get American
- Run for student government
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- Support a student government candidate who shares your views
- Write an editorial for a school publication
- Participate in student government meetings

- Yes
- No

- Yes
- No

- Yes
- No
- Unsure

- Attending fundraising function
- Very positive
- Positive
- Negative
- Very negative
- Delivering speeches and participating in debates in front of large groups of people and/or on
television
- Very positive
- Positive
- Negative
- Very negative
- Going door to door to meet constituents
- Very positive
- Positive
- Negative
- Very negative
- Very positive
- Positive
- Negative
44
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- Very negative
- Very positive
- Positive
- Negative
- Very negative

- It is something I might undertake if the opportunity presented itself but I currently
have no interest
- It is something I would absolutely never do

- School board
- Mayor
- State legislator
- Member of the U.S. House of Representatives
- U.S. Senator
- President
- City, County, or Town Council
- Governor

- A great deal
- Somewhat
- Not at all

- It is something I might undertake if the opportunity presented itself but I currently
have no interest
- It is something I would absolutely never do

- Yes
- No
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- Yes
- No
12. If you have ever thought about running for student government, have you ever taken any of

- Discussed running with friends and family
- Discussed running with other members of the school community
- Investigated how to place your name on the ballot
- Attended Campaign College

- A professor or academic advisor
- A classmate
- A friend
- A family member
- A leader of a club or activity in which you participate
14. Would you be more likely to run for student government if:

16. If you were to run for student government, to what extent would you expect to experience
- A great deal
- Somewhat
- Not at All
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- Very Likely
- Likely
- Unlikely
- Very unlikely
* If you would like to be entered to win a prize for completing this survey, please enter your
linked to your survey responses.

Appendix B
Dependent Variables:
Student Government
Standard
Variable

Range

Mean

Deviation

Coding

consider running for
student government

0,1

0.06

0.24

Indicates whether respondent would never consider running
consider running for
student government

0,1

Having run or served

Indicates whether respondent has ever run for or served in

in student government

0,1

Self-assessment

to serve in student
government

Indicates whether respondent perceives him or herself as very
0,1

Self-assessment as

in student government

Indicates whether respondent perceives him or herself as not
0,1
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Standard DeviaVariable

Range

Mean

0,1

0.11

tion

Coding

consider running
later in life

Indicates whether respondent would never
not consider run-

-

ning for public
0,1

0.26

0.441
Indicates whether respondent would be

Would be inter-

interested in running for School Board in the

ested in running
for School Board

0,1
Indicates whether respondent would be

Would Be inter-

interested in running for Mayor in the future.

ested in running
for Mayor

0,1

0.24
Indicates whether respondent would be inter-

Would be interest-

ested in running for State Legislature in the

ed in running for
State Legislature

0,1

Would be inter-

Indicates whether respondent would be inter-

ested in running

ested in running for U.S. House of Represen-

for the U.S. House
of Representatives

tatives in the future. Ranges from would be
0,1
Indicates whether respondent would be inter-

Would be interest-

ested in running for U.S. Senate in the future.

ed in running for
the U.S. Senate

0,1
Indicates whether respondent would be inter-

Would be inter-

ested in running for President in the future.

ested in running
for President

0,1

0.14

Dunatchik

Would be inter-

Indicates whether respondent would be in-

ested in running

terested in running for City, County, or Town

for City, County,

Council in the future. Ranges from would be

or Town Council

0,1
Indicates whether respondent would be inter-

Would be inter-

ested in running for Governor in the future.

ested in running
for Governor

0,1

0.21

0.411

Would be interested in running

Indicates whether respondent would be inter-

for Statewide Of0,1
Indicates whether respondent would not conWould not be
interested in run0,1
Would be interested un running

Indicates whether respondent would be interboard, mayor, and/or city, county or town

mayor, or city/
0,1
Would be interested in running for

Indicates whether respondent would be inter-

in the future. Ranges from would be interested
0,1
Indicates whether respondent would be interWould be interested in running

House of Representatives, U.S. Senate, and/or

0,1
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Believing oneself
to be a good fu-

Indicates whether respondent believes he

ture candidate for

or she would be a good candidate to run for
0,1

0.466

Believing oneself
to be a good fu-

Indicates whether respondent believes he or

ture candidate for

she would not be a good candidate to run for
0,1

Independent Variables:

Standard DeviaVariable

Range

Sex

0,1

Mean

tion

Coding

Standard
Variable

Range Mean

Deviation

Coding
Indicates whether respondent is enrolled
in the School of Public Affairs at American

School of Public Affairs

0,1

0.24
Indicates whether respondent is enrolled in

School of International
Service

the School International Service at American
0,1
Indicates whether respondent is enrolled in
the Kogod School of Business at American

Kogod School of Business

0,1

0.11
Indicates whether respondent is enrolled in
the College of Arts and Sciences at American

College of Arts and Sciences 0,1
Indicates whether respondent is enrolled in
the School of Communication at American
School of Communication

0,1

0.12
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Political Socialization

Standard
Variable

Range

Mean

Deviation

Coding
Indicates how frequently respondent discussed

Frequency of political
discussions with parents

politics with parents growing up. Ranges from
1-4
Indicates how frequently respondent was

Encouragement to run
Having Parents who ran

Indicates whether either of respondent’s par0,1
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Views of Traditional Gender Roles

Indicates the composition of the household in
which the respondent was raised. Responses
descend from most traditional to least tradiwhere the father is the primary breadwinner
and the mother is the primary caretaker of the
where their mother was responsible for most
household where their mother was responsible
two-career Household where their parents
in a one-career household where their mother
was the primary breadwinner and their father

grew up in a single parent household with their
Household composition growing up

Self-Identifying as a
feminist

0,1

0.4
Indicates the extent to which respondent agrees

Believing men and
women are equally

emotionally for politics.” Ranges from strongly

suitable for politics
Believing that men

Indicates the extent to which respondent be-

and women should

lieves that men and women should have equal

have equal roles in
society

roles in society. Ranges from strongly agrees
1-4

Dunatchik

Self-assessment of
student government

Indicates respondent's level of self-perceived
1-4 2.46
Indicates how likely respondent feels he or she
would win a campaign for student government.

student government

1-4

Believing oneself to be a

Indicates whether respondent believes he or she

good future candidate for
2.02
Believing oneself to have
the thick skin and high

Indicates whether respondent believes he or she
0,1

0.42

Encouragement

Received encourage-

Indicates whether respondent has received any

ment to run for student
government

0,1

Received encouragement
to run for student gov-

Indicates whether respondent has received encour-

ernment from a personal
source

agement from a family member, friend, or classmate
0,1

Received encouragement to run for student
government from a
source of higher author-

Indicates whether respondent has received encouragement from a professor or advisor, student
0,1

0.441
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Belief that student
Indicates whether respondent believes that, in general,
positions

0,1

Belief that elected
Indicates whether respondent believes that, in general,
positions

0,1

0.464
indicates whether respondent believes that most

Belief that elected
are well-intentioned
public servants

0,1

Expectations of Sex-Based Discrimination
Expectations of the
presence of sex-based

Indicates the amount of sex-based discrimination

discrimination when

respondent would expect to encounter in running for

running for student
government

1.44

Expectations of the
presence of sex-based

Indicates the amount of sex-based discrimination

discrimination when

respondent would expect to encounter in running for

running for public

Dunatchik

Feelings about Campaign Activities

Feelings about at-

Indicates respondent’s feelings about attending fund-

tending fundraising
functions

raising functions for a campaign. Ranges from very
1-4

Feelings about delivering speeches and par-

Indicates respondent’s feelings about delivering

ticipating in debates in
public

speeches and participating in debates in public. Ranges
1-4

Feelings about going

Indicates respondent’s feelings about going door to

door to door to meet
constituents

door to meet constituents. Ranges from very positive
1-4
Indicates respondent’s feelings about dealing with the

Feelings about dealing

public criticism and scrutiny involved in running for

with public criticism
and scrutiny

1-4

Feelings about with

Indicates respondent’s feelings about the amount of

the amount of time it

1-4
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Maltby

TESTED AND FOUND WANTING:
A QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS OF LEGAL INTEGRATION
IN THE MEMBER STATES OF THE
2004 EUROPEAN UNION ENLARGEMENT
Leigh Maltby

disciplines cast light on different aspects of the integration process and of the EU but so has there
not have succeeded were it not for the European Court of Justice’s implementation of the doctrines of
legal supremacy and direct effect, as well as the channel of preliminary reference rulings embedded

the primary mechanism through which the ECJ has expanded its power and attempted to integrate
-

Considering the increasing interest in the European Court of Justice throughout political science,
legal studies and international relations, it is no surprise that theories abound as to how the Court was
able to legally integrate Europe. These theories seek to explain a wide range of phenomena including
general European legal integration, support for the ECJ, and the co-existence of national popular sovereignty and European legal supremacy. Nonetheless, one sub-category of European legal integration
research is gaining momentum across disciplines: an explanation for the variance in the number of
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1

Literature Review

intergovernmentalism. Recently, though, scholars have begun integrating international relations and
European legal integration theories, creating neo-realist and social constructivist proposals of why
and how European legal integration occurred.
Neo-functionalism focuses on the factors that precipitate integration; arguing that the self-interest
of different groups within member states, international and supranational institutions, and domestic

guide integovernmentalist integration theory. Intergovernmentalism asserts that though the individual states may pool their sovereignty and dictate powers to the EU and its institutions, the member
states of the EU retain their national sovereignty because they act based on their perceived best

variables contribute directly to possible reasons why the number of member state references differs,
they also suggest that any comprehensive comparison between member states’ trends of the number
multi-state level. However, Alter’s analysis fails to take into account the referrals made by national

An additional neo-functionalist theory championed by Jonathan Golub purports that the

1

The above research question is feasible in the sense that much of the information required is accessible through the inter-

that has yet to be thoroughly researched and documented. Also, through a focus on only the 2004 enlargement, the data becomes
manageable for an undergraduate researcher. Finally, the assumption inherent in this question is that the number of preliminary ruling
references each member state submits to the ECJ form measurable trends.

Maltby

amount of time the nation has been a member state effects the number of preliminary references from

references across member states and include the length of EU membership and the political structure
of the member state as independent variables.
-

Furthermore, Stone Sweet and Brunell rank European legal scholars, Walter Mattli and Anne-Marie

ter contend that the core assumption of neo-functionalist and intergovernmental legal integration

-

network of both sub- and supra-national actors, their suggestion to operationalize the variables of
actor interests and constraints through a detailed collection of the course of ECJ cases across a range
of topics and from different member states corresponds more directly with in-depth qualitative case
In direct contrast to Mattli and Slaughter’s article is Geoffrey Garret, R. Kelemen and Heiner Schulz’s
ret, et. al., develop their theory around the core assertion that the ECJ and member states are rational

state of an ECJ ruling, the rate of activism of the ECJ, and the number of member state governments
intergovernmentalist approach to European legal integration is that there are numerous other actors
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beyond the ECJ and the state, as noted by many other European legal scholars. Garrett published an
article in response to his critics, which conceded the point that actors other than the member states
and the ECJ are involved in European legal integration, but held to his belief that governments utilize
Not to be deterred, Mattli and Slaughter published a critique of Garrett’s response in which they agree

The debate between Garrett and Mattli and Slaughter informs prospective research agendas by establishing the conceptualization of member states and the ECJ as amalgamates of interconnected groups,
ries provides researchers with more concrete variables and concepts to test, including the national

Kenneth Armstrong is another interdisciplinary scholar to incorporate international relations theory
with his theory of European legal integration. He concludes that the independent variables espoused
-

both national and European courts. Still, the operationalization of these structures and norms presents an especially perplexing conundrum for researchers.
At the heart of Gregory Caldeira and James Gibson’s social constructivist theory of legitimizing the
ECJ is the assumption that a main component of legal integration is the acceptance of the ECJ as
quantitative analysis of independent variables that, they maintain, are typically not considered in legal
vs. nonunionized labor, gender, view of the EU, and how people perceive the law and knowledge of the
how to operationalize support for the ECJ as an independent variable, explaining the varied trends
among member states. It also suggests that if a member state’s population perceives the ECJ as legiti-

Concepts
widespread use and incorporation across disciplines and theories of European legal integration:
European legal integration, member states, disaggregate sovereignty and national courts. European
legal integration is conceptualized as the synthesis of member states’ national laws and legal systems
60
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with European Union laws as brought about by the constitutionalization of the Treaty of Rome by the
ECJ through the adoption and promotion of the doctrines of direct effect and EU legal supremacy

legal system, are governed by the same political institutions and international recognition, and have
relinquished some of their sovereignty to the European institutions upon entry into the EU. The 2004
Republic, Cyprus, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia.
All of the theories of European legal integration tested in the forthcoming statistical analysis consider

individuals and groups in domestic and transnational society and with supra-national institutions”

-

stance. High courts then include appellate courts, constitutional courts and courts of last instance.
Variables
As stated above, the variables considered in the subsequent analysis are drawn from the previously
ences made by each 2004 member state. Thus, the dependent variable being measured in each of the
powerment, publicly perceived legitimacy of each EU institution, and transnational activity. Unfortu-

2

Research Design

cases to the ECJ, the interests of numerous sub- and supra-national actors and the constraints facing these actors. Through further

Also, as discussed in my conclusion, a dataset modeled on the one published by Stone Sweet and Brunell needs to be created and
involved with each preliminary reference, among other basic information.

61
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theories constructs a sound methodological foundation upon which my own analysis is built. It draws
upon different areas of European legal integration theory to create its tests and hypotheses, effectively
testing the theoretical literature against empirical data and statistical analyses. It is through these
tests that I hope to replicate and expand in order to determine which variables explain the variance in

To test this theory, all of the 2004 member states were divided into two groups: states with civil law
the total numbers of references made between 2004 and 2010 were tallied for each member state.
The hypothesis is that states with civil law systems will request more references than those states with
common law systems.

courts and the amount of references coming from higher courts for all of the 2004 member states
courts should be greater than the number from the higher courts.

theory, and the competition between courts is measured as a function of the number of references
made by low and high courts. The hypothesis posited by Mattli and Slaughter’s theory is that if the to-

references produced by a member state.

investigated under this theory is publicly perceived legitimacy of the ECJ. It is operationalized by
aggregating Eurobarometer data from 2004 to 2010 on the public’s trust in the ECJ for each 2004
member state and comparing it to the level of public trust in other EU institutions. The Eurobarom-

and Gibson’s theory is that if a member state’s population perceives the ECJ as legitimate, its number

as the amount of intra-EU trade and the number of direct actions and regulations passed each year by
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the EU. Stone Sweet and Brunell hypothesize that if intra-EU trade and the number of direct actions

My research seeks to test the above hypotheses derived from scholarly literature on Eu-

consisting of numerous actors, and that these national actors then interact with the international and
supranational actors of the ECJ and other international organizations. This assumption directly effects the variables that I have chosen to test. Rather than only testing variables that measure national
court to ECJ interactions, such as the number of lower and higher court references from each 2004
member state or the type of national legal system of the member states, I have chosen to include
sociological and economic factors such as public opinion data and intra-EU trade measurements. I
believe that including factors outside of strictly court-to-court interactions will provide a better analysis of possible factors contributing to the success or failure of European legal integration, as measured
by the reference trends of each member state. I have chosen to focus on those member states that

Data Analysis
To assess Armstrong’s theory, a comparison of means test was run, using the total number of Article

the results of the comparison of means as created in SPSS. According to this analysis, those member

the same seven-year period.
These results speak directly to Armstrong’s thesis. This analysis supports the above stated hypothesis
derived from Armstrong’s theory. Since the comparison of means proves that those 2004 member
states with civil law legal systems referred over nine times more cases to the ECJ for preliminary
ruling than those with common law legal systems, the hypothesis must be accepted that member
with common law systems. Still, this test does not answer, and was not designed to answer, why this
variance in the number of preliminary ruling references occurs between member states with differing
legal traditions.
the ECJ. This data is presented in Figure One as a bar graph measuring the number of lower and
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an aggregate entity.
However, the data does suggest that Alter’s thesis is valid in certain member states. This result poses
a new puzzle for researchers: what conditions are present, or missing, in Hungary and the Czech
puzzle worth exploring in the future through in-depth qualitative analyses that could only take place
-

the type of legal system within a member state. As discussed in consideration of Armstrong’s theory,
there is a trend for member states with civil law systems to refer more cases, on average, than those
er accepts the same hypothesis as under Armstrong.

member states over the time period 2004-2010 in Figure Two. The graph illustrates that, indeed,
the total number of preliminary references does increase over time.4 This general trend is further
demonstrated through an examination of each member states’ annual references, as seen in Figure
Three. Therefore, the data suggests that the ECJ and national courts have generally formed a closer
In order to test the theory advanced by Caldeira and Gibson that as the percentage of the public in
each member state who perceives the ECJ as legitimate increases, so too will the number of Article
in the EU institutions over the seven-year period of 2004-2010 using data collected by the public
the average trust, lack of trust and uncertainty all of the 2004 member states had for the ECJ, Council
of Ministers, European Commission and European Parliament between 2004 and 2010. The results
of this correlation test are seen in Table Three.
Even though Stone Sweet and Brunell originally tested Caldeira and Gibson’s theory using a multivariate regression on diffuse support, population and GDP, this statistical avenue makes little sense
the information found in Caldeira and Gibson’s index of diffuse support as the data for their diffuse

becomes available.
members of the Eurozone.
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Eurobarometer data, which bring the discussion to the second reason why a multivariate regression
would not be appropriate in this case. Due to the multi-colinearity of the Eurobarometer polls, any
However, by running a bi-variate regression, it is possible to determine the strength and direction of
the relationship between the total number of preliminary references made by the 2004 member states
between 2004 and 2010 and public legitimacy of various EU institutions by examining the resulting
Pearson’s-r for each regression.
As seen in Table Three, the Pearson’s correlation value for each of the EU institutions is very close
public legitimacy of the EU institutions. Considering the ECJ exclusively, the Pearson correlation
This indicates that there is a weak, negative relationship between the level of trust the populations
of the 2004 member states have in the ECJ and how many references were made to the ECJ by these
member states. This result directly contradicts the hypothesis derived from Caldeira and Gibson’s
total number of preliminary references, increased legitimacy actually slightly decreases the number of
Unlike the above analyses, the analysis for Stone Sweet and Brunell’s transnational activity was
completed using two different methods. This is due to the fact that the independent variables used

trade is on a state-by-state level, while directives and regulations measure the EU as a whole on a

for the 2004 member states for each year and the number of EU directives and regulations for each
As recorded in Table Four, the Pearson correlation for the total intra-EU trade for the 2004 member

A comparison of Figure Four and Figure Two further indicates that Stone Sweet and Brunell’s conclusions may not apply to the 2004 member states. Contrary to what these scholars hypothesize, the ag-

predicted by Stone Sweet and Brunell’s theory with the number of preliminary ruling references and
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total intra-EU trade increasing for the 2004 member states. On account of this incongruity between
Stone Sweet and Brunell’s hypothesis as it pertains to the 2004 member states.
Nonetheless, a side-by-side examination of Figure Two and Figure Four supports the second clause
of Stone Sweet and Brunell’s hypothesis. Figure Four depicts the annual number of EU directives
and regulations. When compared to Figure Two, a clear relationship emerges. For the years 2004 to

Unfortunately, data on the number of EU directives and regulations published in 2010 has not yet
been made available to the public. So, it is impossible to tell whether the decrease in the number of
preliminary ruling references is a response to the fall in the number of directives and regulations in
the previous year.

references made by the 2004 member states. Yet there is enough evidence to tentatively argue that
the annual number of EU directives and regulations within the 2004 member states. In other words,
based on my research, the level of intra-EU trade does not necessarily have a strong positive correlation with the number of preliminary references in the 2004 member states, but it is likely that the
number of EU directives and regulations has a strong direct correlation with the number of Article

the 2004 member states, though the strength of that direct correlation is not yet possible to determine
given the lack of data currently available.
Conclusion
determine what factors explain the variance in the number of preliminary ruling references made by
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-

states that over nine times the number of references originate in member states with civil law systems
is important to point out, though, that I was not able to run a multivariate regression like Stone Sweet
and Brunell did to test this theory because the data used by Stone Sweet and Brunell is not available
able for a multivariate regression due to its property of co-linearity. This difference in data selection
and analysis is a plausible explanation for our opposite conclusions. Further data collection using
Gibson and Cladeira’s index of diffuse support is needed before a difference in methodology and data

annual number of EU directives and regulations before it will be possible for me to positively say that
for preliminary rulings a 2004 member state makes. Also, there is the simple matter of time. The
trends discussed and analyzed by Stone Sweet and Brunell occur over a period of thirty-four years,
whereas my data only covers seven years. As time goes on and more data is collected in greater detail,

made by that member state, while the annual number of directives and regulations published by the
EU has a direct, positive causal relationship with the total annual number of preliminary references
made by the 2004 member states.
researchers to focus on enhancing the dataset on preliminary references already started by Stone
-

accomplished. Such a dataset, if it were kept up to date, would provide scholars with irreplaceable
information that would reveal new dynamics of European legal integration and aid researchers in the
testing of previously established theories in new situations.
For example, I could not test the theory that the interests of numerous actors, including national and

dataset would be invaluable to researchers.
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-

ences within the 2004 member states, a dataset that categorizes preliminary references by numerous

through the 2004 enlargement.
their approach of treating legal integration in each member state as a set, formulated process, and
cause scholars and policymakers alike to develop a method and mode of legal integration for new
member states that takes into account the individual needs and problems of each new member states’
legal system and its relation to its citizens. Because of the unique nature of the European Union’s
legal system and its interaction with the national legal systems of its member states, I would caution
scholars in applying the details of this research to legal relations within other quasi-supranational
entities, such as the United Nations or the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. However, I would
encourage legal scholars of other areas of the world to utilize the key point of my research: legal
integration is not an uniform process for all member states, and, thus, supranational entities need
to develop programs for legal integration taking into account the unique nature of each state’s legal
system and socio-political relations.
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Country

Country Code

Cyprus

1

the CzechRepublic

2

Estonia
Hungary

4

Latvia
Lithuania

6

Malta
Poland
Slovakia
Slovenia

10

Miscellaneous

Independent Variable One: Armstrong, What Type of Legal System Did the Country Have Upon
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Independent Variable Four: Caldeira and Gibson, Publicly perceived legitimacy of the national courts
and ECJ,

Maltby

TrustCounofMin04
TrustCounofMin06

TrustCounofMin10
Average: AvgTrustCounofMin0410
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Independent Variable Five: De la Mare, Rule of Non-Inquiry, How many Art. 177 refer-

Independent Variable Five: Stone Sweet and Brunell, Transnational Activity,

EUdirecreg06

-

-
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metacategory is a counting variable.
These counting variables are as follows:

Maltby

Appendix Two: Tables and Figures Table One: Results of Comparison of Means Test for Armstrong’s

TotRefs0410 *
LegalSys

Case Processing Summary
Cases
Included
Excluded
N
Percent
N
Percent

N

Total
Percent

10

11

100.0%

90.9%

1

9.1%

Report
TotRefs0410
Mean
LegalSys
1
2
Total

14.63
1.50
12.00

N
8
2
10

Std.
Deviation
11.563
.707
11.605

Table Two: The Number of Lower and High Court References for Each of the 2004 Member States

Country

Lower Court References

High Court References

Cyprus

0

2

the Czech Republic

6

Estonia

1

Hungary
Latvia

6
1

Lithuania
Malta

1

0

Poland
Slovakia
Slovenia

0
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Table Three: Bi-Variate Regressions Results from SPSS on the Average Trust, Lack of Trust and

Correlations
TotRefs0410
Pearson Correlation
TotRefs0410

Sig. (2-tailed)

410

AvgDKEuroComm0410

10

1

.178

-.813

Sig. (2-tailed)

.693

.623

.004

10

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.094

.178

1

-.694

Sig. (2-tailed)

.796

.623

10

10

Pearson Correlation

.063

-.813

Sig. (2-tailed)

.862

.004

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.032

.805

Sig. (2-tailed)

.930
10

Pearson Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)

10
**

*

.026
10

-.694

*

1

.026
10

10

-.053

-.594

.005

.884

.070

10

10

.092

-.157

.918

.800

.665

.000

10

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.038

-.614

-.650

Sig. (2-tailed)

.918

.059

.042

N

**

10
**

-.442
.201
10

*

.878

**

.001

10

10

10

10

Pearson Correlation

.000

.752

*

-.031

-.577

Sig. (2-tailed)

1.000

.012

.932

.080

10

10

10

Pearson Correlation

.076

-.199

.888

Sig. (2-tailed)

.834

.581

.001

10

10

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.051

-.585

-.603

.838

Sig. (2-tailed)

.889

.076

.065

.002

N
AvgTrustCounofMin0410

**

10

N

AvgDKEP0410

.862

-.143

N

AvgNotTrustEP0410

.063

Pearson Correlation

N

AvgTrustEP0410

-.094

10

N
AvgNotTrustEuroComm0

0

-.143

.796

N

AvgTrustEuroComm0410

AvgDKECJ041

10

N

AvgDKECJ0410

CJ0410

.693

N

AvgNotTrustECJ0410

AvgNotTrustE

410

10

N

AvgTrustECJ0410

1

AvgTrustECJ0

Pearson Correlation

10

10

-.210

.855

**

10
**

-.394
.261

**

10

10

.100

-.688

*

Maltby

Correlations

TotRefs0410

AvgTrustEuro

AvgNotTrustE

Comm0410

uroComm0410

mm0410

10

Pearson Correlation

-.032

.092

-.038

.000

Sig. (2-tailed)

.930

.800

.918

1.000

10

10

10

10

-.157

-.614

.752

.665

.059

.012

N

AvgTrustECJ0410

.805

Sig. (2-tailed)

.005

N

AvgNotTrustECJ0410

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.053

.918

Sig. (2-tailed)

.884

.000

.042

10

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.594

-.442

.878

Sig. (2-tailed)

N

AvgDKECJ0410

AvgTrustEuroComm0410

410

.001

10

10

Pearson Correlation

1

-.289

-.685

.417

.029

**

.000

10

10

-.499

-.244

Sig. (2-tailed)

.417

.142

.496

N

Sig. (2-tailed)

10
-.685

*

10

10

10

-.499

1

-.694

.029

.142

10

10

10

-.244

-.694

.496

.026

**

Pearson Correlation

.974

Sig. (2-tailed)

.000
10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.343

.986

Sig. (2-tailed)

.333
10

Sig. (2-tailed)

*

.026
10
*

1

10

10

-.442

-.327

.000

.201

.356

10

10

-.466

.990

.024

.175

.000

10

10

10

-.193

-.727

-.702

*

**

**

10
**

-.739

*

.015
10
*

.965

Sig. (2-tailed)

.000

.593

.017

.000

10

10

10

10

-.531
.114

-.206
.568

Pearson Correlation
Sig. (2-tailed)

-.251
.484

**

.997
.000

.945

**

Pearson Correlation

N

AvgDKCounofMin0410

.974

1

N

10

10
*

10

N

AvgNotTrustCounofMin04

.080

10

Pearson Correlation

AvgTrustCounofMin0410

-.577

-.289

N

AvgDKEP0410

.932

Pearson Correlation

N

AvgNotTrustEP0410

-.031

10

.201

N

AvgTrustEP0410

*

**

10

Sig. (2-tailed)

*

10

-.650

.070

Pearson Correlation
AvgDKEuroComm0410

10
**

N

N
AvgNotTrustEuroComm0

**

Pearson Correlation

AvgDKEuroCo AvgTrustEP04

10

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.630

-.533

.977

Sig. (2-tailed)

.051

.112

.000

.045

10

10

10

10

N

10
**

-.642

*
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Correlations
AvgNotTrustEP
0410

TotRefs0410

-.051

-.210

Sig. (2-tailed)

.834

.889

.561

10

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.199

-.585

.855

Sig. (2-tailed)

.581

.076

.002

10

10

10

-.603

.100
.784

.888

Sig. (2-tailed)

.001

.065

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.394

.838

Sig. (2-tailed)

.261

.002

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.343

-.702

Sig. (2-tailed)

.333

.024

10

10

10

-.466

-.193

.000

.175

.593

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.442

.990

Sig. (2-tailed)

.201

.000

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.327

-.739

Sig. (2-tailed)

N

AvgTrustEuroComm0410

N
Pearson Correlation
AvgNotTrustEuroComm0410 Sig. (2-tailed)
N

AvgDKEuroComm0410

N

AvgTrustEP0410

AvgNotTrustEP0410

*

.028
10
*

.965

**

.000

10
**

-.727

*

.017
10
*

.945

**

.015

10

10

10

Pearson Correlation

1

-.394

-.256

.260

.475

Sig. (2-tailed)

.000

10

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.394

1

-.736

Sig. (2-tailed)

.260
10

Pearson Correlation

-.256

-.736

Sig. (2-tailed)

.475

.015

10
*

1

10

10

-.499

-.158

.000

.142

.663

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.472

.961

Sig. (2-tailed)

.168

.000

Pearson Correlation
AvgNotTrustCounofMin0410 Sig. (2-tailed)
N

10

*

.015

10

N

AvgDKCounofMin0410

**

-.688

.356

N

AvgTrustCounofMin0410

.986

10
**

N

N

AvgDKEP0410

**

**

Pearson Correlation

N

AvgDKECJ0410

Min0410

.076

N

AvgNotTrustECJ0410

AvgTrustCounof

Pearson Correlation

N

AvgTrustECJ0410

AvgDKEP0410

.982

**

10
**

-.724
.018

*
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Correlations

TotRefs0410

AvgNotTrustCo

AvgDKCounofM

unofMin0410

in0410

Pearson Correlation

.112

.097

Sig. (2-tailed)

.759

.790

N

AvgTrustECJ0410

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.108

-.651

Sig. (2-tailed)

.767

.041

N

AvgNotTrustECJ0410

.927

Sig. (2-tailed)

.000

0

AvgDKEuroComm0410

10

10
.924

Sig. (2-tailed)

.154

.000
10

Pearson Correlation

-.251

-.630

Sig. (2-tailed)

.484

.051

Sig. (2-tailed)

.000

N

.112
10

Pearson Correlation

-.531

.977

Sig. (2-tailed)

.114

.000

**

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.206

-.642

Sig. (2-tailed)

.568

.045

10

*

10
**

Pearson Correlation

.982

Sig. (2-tailed)

.000

-.472
.168

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.499

.961

Sig. (2-tailed)

.142

.000

**

10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.158

-.724

Sig. (2-tailed)

.663

.018

*

N

10

10

Pearson Correlation

1

-.566

AvgNotTrustCounofMin0410 Sig. (2-tailed)
N
AvgDKCounofMin0410

-.533

10

N

AvgTrustCounofMin0410

10
**

.997

N

AvgDKEP0410

10

Pearson Correlation

N

AvgNotTrustEP0410

**

10

N

AvgTrustEP0410

*

.016

-.487

N
AvgNotTrustEuroComm041

-.733

Pearson Correlation

N

AvgTrustEuroComm0410

10
**

Pearson Correlation

N

AvgDKECJ0410

10

*

.088
10

10

Pearson Correlation

-.566

1

Sig. (2-tailed)

.088
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Table Four: Bi-Variate Regression Results from SPSS on Total Intra-EU Trade and Number of Article

Correlations
TotEUTrade040
9
Pearson Correlation
TotEUTrade0409

TotRefs0410

1

Sig. (2-tailed)

TotRefs0410
.337
.341

N

10

10

Pearson Correlation

.337

1

Sig. (2-tailed)

.341

N

10

10
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KARL MARX AND THE FAIR TRADE CHOCOLATE
INDUSTRY IN THE IVORY COAST

Abstract
The research completed aimed to show that the idea of fair trade, using the example of goals for the
chocolate industry of the Ivory Coast, can be described as an example of the economic ideal which
and its failures, and the ideals purported by fair trade organizations and partners, parallels can be
made. This analysis showed that Karl Marx’s philosophy coordinates with fair trade ideals in topics
such as the importance of history, the eradication of child labor and environmental degradation, and
shows the current importance of Marx’s theories and that his philosophy is far from being determined
irrelevant, even in the current modern and capitalistic world. Furthermore, in light of recent criticisms
correlations with Marxist philosophy is becoming even more relevant.
Introduction and Methodology
Karl Marx is one of the greatest thinkers of all time, and many argue that his philosophy still
has a place in today’s world. One area where his thoughts remain relevant is in the discourse over
free trade vs. fair trade. Fair trade attempts to address issues inherent in capitalism and globalization, something which is being increasingly mentioned in light of recent events. This paper will be
an exploratory literature review discussing Karl Marx’s critique of capitalism and writings about fair
completed will ground itself in the basic philosophical ideas of Karl Marx.
The assumption in doing this study is that fair trade goals are valid and that their policies are
working. This paper attempts to remain somewhat removed from the politics of fair trade and of
This paper will investigate whether the current campaign for fair trade in the chocolate industry of the
Ivory Coast has the potential to be an example of Karl Marx’s hope for capitalism.

Fundamentally, free trade is focused on the modernization theory, in response to fair trade’s

American University’s Clocks and Clouds, Volume II, Fall 2012

completely open trade according to David Ricardo’s principle of comparative advantage and specialization. Free trade contains no trade barriers such as tariffs, quotas, and sanctions. Free trade also fothe lowest cost. The fair trade theory is distantly based on Marxist principles, such as dependency and

ability to achieve the lowest cost possible in production. Fair trade’s main goal is to increase partner-

-

initiatives is to create conditions for production which ensure protection of the laborer and tackles
economy which would be neither centrally planned nor market governed”. According to this model,

deciding how and what resources are allocated.
Certain aspects of Marx’s ideals have been chosen in order to develop a well-rounded description of Marx’s critique of capitalism. Capitalism has given the world admirable concepts such as the
cal impotence due to capitalism, the exploitation of the labor class, wealth inequalities, and other
be launched,” and will be translated into what Marx hoped for capitalism and the global economy,
ment of and participation in community. These areas delve into key aspects of Marx’s economic ideas
and give an overall image of his critique of capitalism. It should be made clear that this is one author’s
view and application of Marx’s theories and that most of the theories are titled and grouped through
this author’s interpretation.
Some Existing Problems in the Chocolate Industry
The issues of the how the chocolate industry functions and abuses worker rights, mainly in the
phases of growing and trading cocoa beans are some which can be easily solved. Currently, middlemen take advantage of small farmers by offering to buy their crops below the actual value of the cocoa
beans. Due to lack of communication and access to information, farmers take the price they are
getting more crops at the already low prices. These low prices may not even cover cost of inputs in
production and basic family needs such as costly fertilizer and medicine. Fourteen million people in

the developing world depend on cocoa production as their livelihood and in the Ivory Coast and

Instead, this advantage is reaped by the owners of large plantations of 40 hectares or more who make

plantations in the Ivory Coast are one of the worst examples of issues in the cocoa industry. Although
-

usually boys, between 11 and 16 years old, are bought by plantation owners and work up to 12 hours a
day, receiving no salary or education . Girls are purchased to be housemaids, sometimes in addition
provided minimal food and shelter and sometimes beaten or threatened in order to make them stay

enforcing labor laws and combined with ways to help the population of people involved in the issue
avoid such extreme circumstances.
Literature Review
There is a range of literature used to create an image of both Marx’s philosophy and the goals
of fair trade. In order to shape Marx’s hope for capitalism, his original readings were used. Capital
and The Communist Manifesto were read for basic knowledge. This offered the four topics which are
used later to analyze fair trade goals. Other books which give basic explanations of Marx’s principles
and their effects are also used extensively. This group of literature offers basic economic explanations
for his principles as well as an idealistic view of what Marx hoped his philosophy would accomplish
and how it can still be used presently. In Terry Eagleton’s Why Marx Was Right there is a foreboding
gives an interesting perspective from which to understand perhaps what Marx truly desired, separating his theories from their later evolutions, such as Marxism or Leninism.
In order to gain a better understanding of fair trade ideals, a basic history of fair trade and its
groundings are explained in Gavin Fridell’s article and through organization websites such as those
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theoretical backing of the fair trade community, focusing on its neo-liberalist twist . Fair trade orgafair trade policies, goals, and their successes. Blog posts written by members associated with fair trade
organizations or with a fair trade organization’s website are also used to decipher the main goals and
conferences or pertaining to certain issues give more in-depth discussions about the plans for problems and policies being implemented.
sector rather than states. One important aspect they acknowledge is the increasing role of social
movements which focus on industry and the market rather than state action, categorized as Global
Social Justice initiatives. Global Social Justice initiatives aim to make change in labor in reference to
-

and their effects in a case study of a fair trade chocolate company in West Africa, the Day Chocolate
Company. The study found that income and social premiums have increased from year to year in the
case of the Kuapa members in the overall Day Chocolate Company. The Kuapa members have gained
access to shares in a UK company and have more expertise concerning the trading chain of their
product. Other outcomes include increased female participation, the creation of a credit union, and
new schools that have been constructed presumably from funds from the Kuapa membership in the
trade debate and its effects, articles from mainly economic-focused newspapers such as CNNMoney
and Forbes are used to explain how the goals of the fair trade movement are being implemented and
the reaction of that implementation.

it targets. This assumption is used in order to draw parallels between Marx’s theories, displaying
Marx’s relevance and what could be a refreshing of his point of view in world politics. However, there

also criticisms of attempting to apply labor codes meant for large corporations to small, family-owned
farms and criticisms of the lack of discussion over the ideational aspect of the implementations of the

tive aspects of capitalism and globalization; however, they do ignore some of the negative externali-

Comparison of Marx’s Principles and Fair Trade Goals
The goals of the fair trade movement are outlined by a group of different fair trade organizations.
The basic standards which allow a product to be considered a fair trade product are in three different
categories of development: social, economic, and environmental. The test for these standards includes
a requirement of improvement over time. The main standards include minimum price require-

underneath FLO, has created two types of programs, one for smaller farmers and one focusing on
including partial payment in advance to producers, traceability and record-keeping systems, and con-

Importance of History
Marx revered David Ricardo and other economists but found weaknesses in their arguments for
capitalism in that they disregarded history, instead viewing the economy as developing through the

how relations in the political economy are produced through a historical development, which other
thinkers and adding onto these in order to create the idea and scope of the political economy is unique
by circumstance, and one which might be eternally on the verge of change.
Similarly, the importance of history is a crucial understanding in international development.
conditions which are irrelevant of history. Also, the structure of markets and business transactions is
not an unalterable concept. The original champions of fair trade recognized this concept and wished
to set up an alternative trading system based on regulation, constructing a new view of economic rela-

One of the most central goals of Fairtrade includes the premium added onto products which are
approved for the label of fair trade. This premium is added into a communal fund for the laborers and
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owners of the farms to decide what the money should go towards. The only stipulation is that it must

with the premium money is decided upon democratically by a group of local farmers and is usually
invested in social aspects like education or healthcare, farm improvements to increase individual farm
gives the farmers a fund from which they can draw in order to better their community and economy in
the long run.
-

the Ivory Coast because the crop focused on is a cash crop, cocoa, rather than a food crop. However,
toilets, and two day-care centers as well as help fund a mobile health program which offers medical
services to multiple communities. In the Ivory Coast, the premium has already been used to build vil-

creates a way to focus on the future, while individuals and their families can still focus on the heresciousness” concisely explains that once people do not have to focus on needs for life, they can focus
producers to a point where they are able to embrace this step.
Expulsion of Exploitation of Child Labor and the Environment

prosperous is rather like claiming that the world contains both detectives and criminals. So it does;

Coast, including exploitation of the environment and of child labor. Besides the premium discussed previously, which can be directed to assist in programs to minimize the effects of exploitation,
there are other ways which can help the situation.
-

organization and practices of the production processes of those from which they get their cocoa beans
from Cadbury has been informed of the issue of slavery and child labor for quite some time, as they

corporations.
Fairtrade, and other similar organizations, are choosing to tackle the issue of child labor by

forms of child labor can result in suspension of the producer group along with corrective actions.” The
sures” which might only increase poverty and drive more children into labor. Additionally, strengthening the position of producers in supply chains, usually by cutting out middlemen, helps eliminate
local buyer, miller, exporter, shipper, and importer, allows farmers to deal directly with the American

-

Similarly, fair trade organizations and others have tried to initiate production processes that
and safe management of waste, maintenance of soil fertility and water resources and no use of geneti-

tions notice and help curb the damaging effects of climate change on small farmers in regions where

American University’s Clocks and Clouds, Volume II, Fall 2012

Focus on Community Involvement
-

the individual becomes, no longer in a roundabout way, but directly, a component of the total labor”
of society in order to produce better. Another of Marx’s most famous concepts is that the price of a

production and wellbeing of society, he shall receive that much in return, in equal amounts. However,
whole must provide for each and every person, building a strong community of production to support
As described earlier, the fair trade organizations do not look at each farm individually and try
to help; rather, they set up a network of small producers in a region, creating a sense of community
-

system of fair trade is the fact that the group of local farmers democratically chooses together what

This sense of community is further built by creating a larger network worldwide of people

the industry, such as the chocolate producing corporations and the governments of countries where
cocoa is produced.
Conclusion
The goals of the Fairtrade Labeling Organization and other organizations are to help build a new
production process and market structure. This paper focused on four of Marx’s ideals to analyze the
changes that fair trade organizations wish to install to help small farmers and laborers in the Ivory
Coast. Both Marx and the fair trade goals focus on the importance of history and understand that
market structures are not arising out of natural tendencies but rather are created and can therefore

across different sectors of development. Creating a production system rid of exploitation, especially
of child labor and environmental degradation, is a topic found in fair trade goals similar to how Marx
munity involvement can be seen in both Marx and fair trade goals because fair trade organizations
work hard to create a network of small farmers to make decisions at the local level, as well as a larger
global network of those who support and believe in fair trade.
ism which highlight its ability to generate growth more rapidly. Marx’s ideas of production, and trade,
been an increased criticism of the globalized and capitalistic structure of the world economy. For
-

of what will be an increasing relevance of Marx’s economic theories. Fair trade’s parallels to Marx’s
ideas and its increased discussion and popularity certainly holds implications for the international
economy itself.
Fair trade ideas certainly have the potential to be useful and helpful for the small farmers that

ers stick to cheaper brands. Fair trade might draw another parallel to Marx’s theories in that many
believe it to be unsuccessful at helping those it tries to target. Some argue that fair trade labeling
and fair trade products create a cycle where farmers are trapped and dependent on the U.S. or other
developed countries buying their goods. The movement ignores key elements of development such as

trade assumption that small producers have little power in the value chain of a product, whereas in
There are still other criticisms of the concept of fair trade as well. The research in this paper does not
attempt to tackle the controversy over fair trade, rather it has shown that fair trade organization goals
and initiatives align with many key changes that Karl Marx wanted to see in capitalism and can be
seen as a rekindling of his ideas.
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THE EDUCATIONAL GENDER GAP IN LATIN AMERICA:
WHY SOME GIRLS DO NOT ATTEND SCHOOL
Elise Roberts
Abstract
Girl’s education is universally recognized in the International Development community as an
and her community as a whole. Despite the many positive effects of educating girls, girls attend school
at a lower rate than boys, creating a gender gap in education. My question is, what causes this gender

were used to study these qualitative variables in a quantitative manner. I analyzed these variables
through four case studies in Latin America: Guatemala, Belize, Mexico and Peru. Using Mill’s Indirect
gap. After this analysis, I conclude that patriarchal society and family factors have the biggest causa-

answer to closing the educational gender gap.
Introduction
International Organizations, NGOs, and governments worldwide are questioning why girls attend school at a lower rate than boys in some countries. Education of both girls and boys is universally
ing girls, in particular, who have historically been denied access to formal education, has staggeringly
positive effects for the individuals, their families, and society as a whole. As argued by Rankin and Ay-

positive outcome from educating a woman encourages countries to close the educational gender gap.
The most recent international commitments to be established were the Millennium Development
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-

ferences on education have concluded can close the gender gap, but it does not tell the whole story.
does not affect. For instance, some factors that could possibly inhibit a girl from attending school
include the size of her family, educational attainment of her mother and the amount of patriarchy in
in a rural setting could also affect a girl’s likelihood of attending school. This paper seeks to analyze

Literature Review on the Causes of the Educational Gender Gap

education can be hindered by a variety of familial factors, including: low socio-economic status, birth
order, familial allocation of resources, the number of children in the family, and low education level of
the mother. Second, patriarchal ideals, religion, and traditional family values all discourage families
from valuing a daughter’s education. In addition, the structural factors of fear of ethnic and gender
violence keep girls from attending school. Indigenous women are particularly vulnerable to this type
of violence, which further limits their ability to attend school. Third are additional structural factors,

hindrance to girl’s education.

inhibit girl’s attendance in school. A current phenomenon that particularly prevents educational genphenomenon in families of low socio-economic status,
Where parents cannot afford to send all of their children to school, boys are inevitably given
priority, as future breadwinners. Girls are kept at home to look after younger children, cook and clean,
This is a frequent occurrence all over the globe, and is most common in large families living in
poverty. Older girls are particularly vulnerable to selective education, as being at the top of the birth
do not have adequate access to childcare force older girls to stay home from school to care for their
younger siblings.
The number of children in a family, or sibsize, is a big determinant of educational attainment. In
ling size on educational attainment was larger than that of other family characteristics, for example,

Roberts

resources -both material and nonmaterial- across more children, thus reducing the overall amount of
school is not only based on the number of children in a family, but also the gender composition of the

sons, then it is unlikely that the daughters will reach a high level of educational attainment.
In addition to the number of children in a family, the education level of the mother also determines the level of educational attainment the daughter receives. As women advance through their life
cycle in their social environment, particularly in patriarchal cultures, their educational aspirations are

Low educational aspirations for the daughter will discourage the family from investing in her educa-

she will not see the value of sending her daughter to secondary school when she could be at home,
helping with household chores. However, there is a lot of variability in how and why families make
decisions on who will go to school, which could be considered a weakness of the theories regarding
familial factors.
Closely tied to the value that a family places on education are the socio-cultural factors of the
masculine man is one who achieves, who is masterful; the feminine woman is one who underachieves,

cultures that families will choose to selectively educate their children in favor of boys. Unfortunately,
instead of combating the ideology of female inferiority, schools actually perpetuate it. Schools are

surprising that schools perpetuate societal norms.
In Islamic countries, religion and traditional family values play a key role in the educational

send their daughters to school, they will become corrupted by the outside world and give up their
traditional family values.

American University’s Clocks and Clouds, Volume II, Fall 2012

Families also fear that sending their daughters to school could put them at risk of ethnic or
gender discrimination. Indigenous women have historically been, and are still today, discriminated
against both in denying them access to education and perceived status in society. Not only do these
women face discrimination by the government, but the institutionalized inferiority of indigenous

feature of the structural violence, which does not allow them to participate in the education system for
The discrimination faced by an indigenous woman based on her ethnicity is compounded by

Because of this, it is particularly dangerous to send indigenous daughters to school, leading families
to keep their daughters at home in order to protect them. Indigenous discrimination and violence is a
profound barrier to education, but this only is relevant if a girl is indigenous, which is a weakness of
the theory when generalizing it to all girls.
Fear of structural, cultural and sexual violence against daughters forces the family to create a
system of inequality and selectively educate their children. According to research done in Honduras
ing to school also make girls vulnerable to violence.
quent cases of assault and rape perpetuated against women, and the distances that girls have to walk
It is the fear of what could happen to a girl when she walks to school that holds her back from
receiving an education. Structural violence can also indirectly affect girls via the death of her parents,

household denies girls the opportunity to continue their education. The risks of violence stated here
are at the extreme end of the spectrum and is not the case for most families in the world, which is a
weakness of this theory.
Along with socio-cultural factors in the girl’s environment, economic and structural factors in
-

into account, however, is the maintenance of local industries at the community level.
An important structural factor that is not to be overlooked is the lack of access to schools. A com-
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is little educational provision consequently also have the lowest school enrollment rates and largest

Therefore, it is more likely that a girl in an urban setting will have greater access to school than a girl
in a rural setting.
school infrastructure contributes to the educational gender gap. Therefore, in order to close the educational gender gap, the government should increase investment in the education sector. As argued by
require massive new investment i.e. new teachers, new classrooms and more textbooks, mid day meal,

by governments.

education, but the transparency of where the additional funds were spent may not be shared. Khaled

put pressure on the government to ensure that it is spending the money in a productive way and not
simply increasing the salaries of education ministers. A weakness of this theory is that Khaled comes
from the position of an education activist and is biased in this regard.
While all of these arguments have validity, some are not applicable to every country in the world.
Countries with deeply rooted Islamic traditions are mainly concentrated in the Middle East and North
Africa. Familial factors are the most common factors cited in the research across all countries that
were studied in the literature. Latin America maintains a highly patriarchal society, which could possibly affect the educational gender gap. The structural variable of indigenous and rural populations

infrastructure available for education. Therefore, I argue that these four factors are the most worthy

Research Design
As concluded in the literature review, I found four main categories of factors that affect the eduinvestment. In comparing these four independent variables, I will determine which factors have the
largest effect on the dependent variable, the size of the educational gender gap. The following plan
outlines how I will answer my research question of what causes the educational gender gap in Latin
America.
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Choosing the Case Study Countries
I will evaluate four countries from North, Central and South America and compare how each of
the independent variables of familial factors, patriarchal society, structural factors and governmental
mala, Belize and Peru. I chose these countries based on their values on the Gender Inequality Index
and their percentage of indigenous population:
High % of Inigenous Population

Low % of Indigenous Population

Low Gender Equality Index

Peru

Mexico

High Gender Equality Index

Guatemala

Belize

By choosing countries in Latin America, I have lowered the chance of confounding variables
tion by the Spanish.

As the factors I have chosen are inherently qualitative, I am using proxy variables to assess each
independent variable. Each factor is impossible to assess as a whole without looking at individual
variables that contribute to the factor overall. The dependent variable, size of the gender gap, will be
measured by a number of different proxy variables as well. To evaluate who is going to school and
what the students get out of it, I will include male/female net attendance ratio, male/female youth
literacy rate, and the percentage of girls who are out of school. All of the data for these variables
comes from UNICEF and UNESCO. To measure how long the students stay in school once they get
there, I will use World Bank data on male/female primary school completion rate and male/female
indicator of who goes to school.
The patriarchy variable will be assessed by three measures: the Gender Inequality Index, percentage of female participation in the workforce, and the World Values Survey. The Gender Inequality
Index is a measure created by the UN Development Program to assess the level of gender inequality
in every country in the world. For this indicator, the closer the index gets to zero, the more gender
equality a country maintains, and the closer the index gets to one, the greater inequality is present.
The indicator of female participation in the workforce comes from UN Habitat data and showcases
the societal investment in women as professionals outside the home. To assess the overall level of
patriarchy in each country, I have chosen to use the World Values Survey as a measure of how society
values of women as professionals. See the Appendix for the survey questions that were used to gather
the information and tables that outline the results for Mexico, Peru and Guatemala. The World Val-
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proxy variables that demonstrate the level of investment in education. To proxy governmental
entire federal budget and as a percentage of GDP. Data for both of these proxy variables comes from
UNESCO. In order to calculate how educational spending is distributed to the students, I used perstudent spending as a percentage of GDP per capita, the data for which came from the World Bank
Education Statistics.
ily on how they allocate funds towards their children’s education. To proxy the level of the education of the mother, I used the variable of adult female literacy rate as a percentage of males, which
comes from UNICEF data. In addition, I will use the national fertility rate as a measure of how many
children are in the family, which I gathered from a variety of different sources, including OECD and
UN Habitat. I chose fertility rate rather than average household size, because households commonly
include extended family members, such as grandparents and cousins. To take into account the infant
subtracting infant mortality rate from total national fertility rate. Finally, I chose to include the
continue attending school.
To assess structural factors that affect the educational gender gap, I used proxy variables concerning the kinds of people that receive educational services. Structural variables on the composition
of the population include the percentage of the rural population and the percentage of the population
that is in poverty, data for which all came from the World Bank. The percentage of the indigenous
population comes from the World Directory of Minorities International.
Hypotheses
The above operationalization helps to analyze the impact the variables have on the educational
gender gap. The following hypotheses will be evaluated to discover which has the strongest effect on
the educational gender gap:
Hypothesis 1: As the level of gender inequality increases, the gender gap increases.
decreases.
Hypothesis 4: As adult literacy rate increases, gender gap decreases.

the educational gender gap.
Methodology
The methodology I used to examine the effect of these variables in Mexico, Guatemala, Belize,
and Peru is Mill’s Indirect Method of Difference. This method investigates similar cases that have
different outcomes on the dependent variable and examine which independent variables have a causal
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research will compare the values of the operationalized independent variables in each country and
how they affect the educational gender gap.
To evaluate the level of the proxy variables, I will use cut-off points to evaluate the level of each
factor maintained by the case study. For the gender gap, I will consider a country to have a closed gen-

greater. For the patriarchy variable, I consider a Gender Inequality Index value below 0.4 to be low,

dren, where a value below three is low and a value above three are high. The adult female literacy rate

Case Study: Mexico
The Mexican Education system has done much to try to close to educational gender gap in the

tional gender gap is closed. The net attendance ratio in primary school for males and females are both

by Creighton and Park, the educational gender gap in Mexico is minimal to non-existent.

As concluded in the literature review, patriarchal society negatively impacts the view that educa-

The results from the World Values Survey show a moderately favorable view towards gender
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single mothers, which indicates that Mexican society believes that a woman can make her own deci-

better business executives than women,” which indicates that Mexican society views men and women
After analyzing these proxy variables, I have concluded that the level of patriarchy in Mexican society
is at a moderate level.

tionalized by how much money the government invests through a variety of indicators. The amount

investment in the education sector.
Family Variable
on the educational gender gap. Mexico has a high adult female literacy rate as a percentage of male,
educated and are therefore more likely to send their children to school. The proxy variable for sibsize
-

Structural Variable
-
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Case Study: Peru
Similar to Mexico, the Peruvian educational system has reached relative gender equality in edu-

value for the gender gap. Therefore, after assessing these proxy variables, I have concluded that the
educational gender gap in Peru exists, but is minimal to moderate in size.

Peru maintains the lowest Gender Inequality Index of all the cases in this study at a score of

dents said they would disapprove of a woman having a child outside of marriage, which indicates

moderately low level of patriarchy in Peru.

The Peruvian government invests very little in the education of its children when compared

-
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Family Variable
As described in the literature review, the composition of the family and education of the mother

the gender gap.
Structural Variable

that this variable has a minimal to moderate effect on the educational gender gap.
Case Study: Belize
The small Central American country of Belize has not been as successful as Mexico and Peru in
closing the educational gender gap. The primary school net attendance rate is equal between males

-

ately large gender gap.

The culture of patriarchy still remains dominant in Belize. The Gender Inequality Index for Be-

patriarchal variable for Belize, my conclusion for this variable can only be considered moderate, and
not strong in either direction.
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government’s per-student expenditure as a percent of GDP per capita is also the highest of all the
investment in Belize.
Family Variable
As mentioned in the literature review, family variables can have a negative impact on the deci-

Structural Variable
The structural variable in Belize has a low impact on the educational gender gap. Belize has

impact on the educational gender gap.
Case Study: Guatemala
to educate its children equally. The educational gender gap in Guatemala is present in every proxy

-
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Due to the extent of the gaps in all of the proxy variables, I contend that there is a large educational
gender gap in Guatemala.

Not only does Guatemala have the largest educational gender gap, but Guatemalan society is also
highly patriarchal. The gender inequality index in Guatemala is the highest of all four of the cases in

The World Values Survey exhibits further the extent of gender inequality in Guatemala. It was
a bit ambiguous as to whether or not Guatemalans approved the question of whether the respondent

business executives than women” which indicates that Guatemalan society views men and women

Guatemala is at a moderately high level.

in education is quite low. The total amount the Guatemalan government spends on education, as a
-

Family Variable
The family variables in Guatemala have had negative effects on the educational gender gap. The
adult female literacy rate, which indicates the level of education the mother receives, is a moderate

values are quite high compared to the other cases in this study, I argue that the family variable in
Guatemala has a negative impact on the educational gender gap.
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Structural Variable

educational gender gap in Guatemala.
Data Analysis
Mill’s Indirect Method of Difference
The analysis that follows uses Mill’s Indirect Method of Difference to analyze which factor is the

educational gender gap. The countries have been paired by size of the educational gender gaps, where
both Mexico and Peru have minimally sized educational gender gaps while Guatemala and Belize

educational gender gap.

In both Mexico and Peru, countries in which the educational gender gap is closed, patriarchy
was at a moderate level. In contrast, both Guatemala and Belize, countries in which the educational
gender gap persists, have high levels of patriarchy. Given that the two country clusters have the same
level of patriarchy between cases, Mill’s Indirect Method of Difference allows me to conclude that

Belize, the government invests more in education that any of the other cases while Guatemala invests

have high levels. Since this is not what seems to have happened with the data, I conclude that govern-

Family Variables Across the Cases
In the cases of Mexico and Belize, both countries have strong, positive family variables. On the
the countries with closed gender gaps have positive family variables and the countries with
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persistent educational gender gaps have negative family variables. Using Mill’s Indirect Method of

Structural Variables Across the Cases
The structural variables in both Mexico and Peru have moderate effects on the educational
cluster. Guatemala has a high structural variable, but Belize has a low structural variable. Due to this
difference, I cannot conclude that this variable has an effect on the educational gender gap. Therefore,

Figure 1: Mill’s Indirect Method of Difference Data Visualization
Government

Family

Structural

Mexico

Patriarchy
Moderate

High

Positive

Moderate

Peru

Moderate

Low

Positive

Moderate

Government

Family

Structural

Patriarchy
Guatemala

Belize

High

Moderately High

Low

Negative

High

High

Negative

Low

The above visualization illustrates how Mill’s Indirect Method of Difference concludes which

Analysis of the Hypotheses

my research design.

Peru

Mexico

Belize

Guatemala

0.415

0.448

0.493

0.542

The ends of either side of the spectrum indicate that when the Gender Inequality Index in-
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Belize

Mexico

High

High

Guatemala

Low

Peru

Low
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investment and Peru would have a high level of investment. This is not the case. Therefore, the gov-

Mexico

Peru

Belize

Guatemala

2.095

2.986

3.135

4.875

Mexico

Peru

Guatemala

Belize

97%

89%

87%

70%

decreases. When moving along the spectrum, the highest literacy rate corresponds to a small educational gender gap and a low literacy rate corresponds to the largest educational gender gap. Therefore,

Belize

Mexico

Peru

10%

13%

45%

Guatemala

55%

If this hypothesis were to be true, Peru should have a low indigenous population and Belize
hypothesis and conclude that covariation does not exist and that indigenous population is not a sig-

Results
-

education level of the mother leads to a smaller family size and the family is therefore more likely to
send their daughters to school.
-
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may have a large percentage of their budget designated towards education, this does not necessarily translate into a smaller educational gender gap. In addition, I found the structural variable to be
large indigenous population does not translate into a large educational gender gap.
Conclusion
As a result of this study, I found patriarchal societal structure and family factors have the largest causational effects on the size of the educational gender gap. The data showed increases in adult
ment in education and structural factors do not have a strong causational effect on the size of the
educational gender gap. In the case of these two variables, the data did not covariate together, which
These results surprised me, because they directly contradicted my hypotheses and assumptions.

which is contrary to the consensus of the international development community. As discussed in the
introduction, for years international conferences on education have concluded that the best way to

actually bring about educational equality.
While structural factors, such as percentage of rural and indigenous populations, did not have
-

across the four cases. In addition, the literature review extensively discussed the many barriers that
indigenous women face as well as the impact of lack of access to schools for those in rural populations,

values for Belize. At the time this paper was written, the 2010-2012 wave had not been published, and
therefore the results from that wave of interviews could not have been used. In addition to missing

general consensus of the country.
From a statistical standpoint, the idea of proving causation of a phenomenon with such little
data is troubling, and would argue the conclusions made here are weak. A statistician would argue
true causation can only be found in a multiple linear regression model of aggregated world data, in
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correlation. For the purpose of this study, the sample size was too small and dependent variable was
inherently categorical, which does not satisfy the normality assumptions necessary for using a regression model.
causal mechanisms of size of the educational gender gap. Additionally, future research should investigate how indigenous girls are marginalized from the educational system, which further perpetuates
the educational gender gap. A theory that could be focused on in the future is the possible impact of
teacher quality on whether girls attend school. Finally, future research could focus on how education
Going forward, the goal of governments should be to reduce patriarchy and make family factors
movement to reduce patriarchy and increasing the adult female literacy rate through adult education
governments should work to reduce both institutional and societal discrimination against indigenous
women to help reduce the educational gender gap. Overall, governments and international organizaing the educational gender gap and begin programs to increase the societal value of girl’s education.
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Appendix: Data Tables
Mexico
Tables of all of the variables
Case Studies:

Mexico

Dependent Variable: Size of Gender Gap
Net attendance rate: male

97%

Net attendance rate: female

97%

Youth literacy rate: male

99%

Youth literacy rate: female

98%

Percent of girls out of school

1%

Primary completion rate, female

104%

Primary completion rate, male

104%

Persistence to Grade 5, female

95%

Persistence to Grade 5, male

95%

Patriarcy Variable
Gender Inequality Index

0.448

Labor Force Participation rate % of female pop

47%

World Values Survey

See Below

Government Variable
Gov Expenditure on Education % of GDP

4.9%

% of total goverment expenditure

21.60%

Per student expenditure as % of GDP per capita

16

Family Variable
Female literacy rate

97%

Infant mortality rate

13/1000= 0.013

National fertility rate

2.1

Adjusted fertility rate

2.1-0.013= 2.096

Adolescent fertility rate of girls 15-19 [births per

68

1000]

Structural Variable
Percent indgenous population

13%

Percent rural population

22%

Poverty headcount ration rural poverty line

61%

Poverty of population below poverty line

48%
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World Values Survey Data Tables

For each of the following phrases, would you tell me whether you strongly agree, agree, disagree or

61. In general, men are better political leaders than women.
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62. Having a university education is more important for men than for women.
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World Values Survey Data Tables

For each of the following phrases, would you tell me whether you strongly agree, agree, disagree or

61. In general, men are better political leaders than women.
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62. Having a university education is more important for men than for women.
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Peru
Tables of all of the Variables
Case Studies:

Peru

Dependent Variable: Size of Gender Gap
Net attendance rate: male

98%

Net attendance rate: female

97%

Youth literacy rate: male

96%

Youth literacy rate: female

98%

Percent of girls out of school

3%

Primary completion rate, female

87%

Primary completion rate, male

90%

Persistence to Grade 5, female

83%

Persistence to Grade 5, male

85%

Patriarcy Variable
Gender Inequality Index

0.415

Labor Force Participation rate % of female pop

70%

World Values Survey

See Below

Government Variable
Gov Expenditure on Education % of GDP

2.6%

% of total goverment expenditure

16%

Per student expenditure as % of GDP per capita

8

Family Variable
Female literacy rate

89%

Infant mortality rate

14/1000= 0.014

National fertility rate

3

Adjusted fertility rate

3-0.014= 2.986

Adolescent fertility rate of girls 15-19 [births per

51

1000]

Structural Variable
Percent indgenous population

45%

Percent rural population

29%

Poverty headcount ration rural poverty line

60%

Poverty of population below poverty line

34.8%
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World Values Survey Data Tables

For each of the following phrases, would you tell me whether you strongly agree, agree, disagree or

61. In general, men are better political leaders than women.
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62. Having a university education is more important for men than for women.
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Belize
Tables of all the Variables
Case Studies:

Belize

Dependent Variable: Size of Gender Gap
Net attendance rate: male

95%

Net attendance rate: female

95%

Youth literacy rate: male

77%

Youth literacy rate: female

76%

Percent of girls out of school

9%

Primary completion rate, female

98%

Primary completion rate, male

113%

Persistence to Grade 5, female

93%

Persistence to Grade 5, male

95%

Patriarcy Variable
Gender Inequality Index

0.493

Labor Force Participation rate % of female pop

51%

World Values Suvrey

NO INFO

Government Variable
Gov Expenditure on Education % of GDP

6.1%

% of total goverment expenditure

18.7%

Per student expenditure as % of GDP per capita

20

Family Variable
Female literacy rate

70%

Infant mortality rate

15/1000= 0.015

National fertility rate

3.15

Adjusted fertility rate

3.15-0.015= 3.135

Adolescent fertility rate of girls 15-19 [births per

76

1000]

Structural Variable
Percent indgenous population

10%

Percent rural population

47%

Poverty headcount ration rural poverty line

44%

Poverty of population below poverty line

43%

World Values Survey Data
{Not Available}
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Guatemala
Tables of all the Variables
Case Studies:

Guatemala

Dependent Variable: Size of Gender Gap
Net attendance rate: male

95.7

Net attendance rate: female

91.3

Youth literacy rate: male

89%

Youth literacy rate: female

84%

Percent of girls out of school

5%

Primary completion rate, female

81%

Primary completion rate, male

87%

Persistence to Grade 5, female

70%

Persistence to Grade 5, male

71%

Patriarcy Variable
Gender Inequality Index

0.542

Labor Force Participation rate % of female pop

42.5%

World Values Suvrey

See below

Government Variable
Gov Expenditure on Education % of GDP

3.2%

% of total goverment expenditure

13.02%

Per student expenditure as % of GDP per capita

10

Family Variable
Female literacy rate

87

Infant mortality rate

25/1000= 0.025

National fertility rate

4.9

Adjusted fertility rate

4.9-0.025= 4.875
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Adolescent fertility rate of girls 15-19 [births per

105

1000]

Structural Variable
Percent indgenous population

55%

Percent rural population

51%

Poverty headcount ration rural poverty line

71%

Poverty of population below poverty line

56.2%

World Values Survey Data Tables

For each of the following phrases, would you tell me whether you strongly agree, agree, disagree or
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61. In general, men are better political leaders than women.

62. Having a university education is more important for men than for women.
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TÜRKENPROBLEMATIK” 2011:VIEWS OF GERMAN
YOUTH TOWARDS THE TURKISH MINORITY

Historical Context

-

small percentage of foreigners from other Eastern Bloc countries, including Poland and Czechoslovathe borders were removed, Turks and other foreigners began to move to the bigger cities in Eastern
Germany such as Berlin, Dresden and Leipzig. But because there had already been many attacks on
foreigners by skinheads and neo-Nazis, those of Turkish origin were not saved from discrimination by
the former GDR towards guest workers. Throughout the year, there were more than 1,000 reported
women and two children were murdered in Solingen, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern in the most infamous xenophobic attack to date. But xenophobia has not only become apparent through these attacks,
but also through the biennial ALLBUS study.
man General Social Survey” is conducted every two years to discover the population’s thoughts on a

believed that it would be to some degree unpleasant to have a Turk as a neighbor. Ten years later, that
that there were too many.
In the wake of September 11th, the attacks in Madrid and London, and the failed package bomb

American University’s Clocks and Clouds, Volume II, Fall 2012

assassination of the German chancellor, Angela Merkel, relations between Germans and non-Germans have become more tense. Although Turkey considers itself to be European and is participating
in EU membership negotiations, many Germans still perceive Turkey to be a Middle Eastern nation.
In light of these attitudes, German scholarship recognizes and documents that the discussion of

-

sion in both German and Turkish politics. With the Turkey’s growth over the last decade to become
the seventeenth largest economy in the world, Turkey has become a formidable contender on the

the schools not only be taught in Turkish, but that the teachers of those schools be brought in from
-

least four more years of strongman statements.

Turkish problem overall. From interviews and individual case studies, there have been many papers
-

into why these changes occurred. Additionally, this survey was directed at the German population
as a whole, not at the youth in particular. I do admit that the Pew Research Center’s decision to do a
random sampling of interviewees is the best way to discover this kind of information because it is the
closest option there is to surveying every German citizen. Nevertheless, the study by Pew consisted
of only one question, which could not paint a very detailed picture of the situation. Likewise, Pew’s
survey and the ALLBUS surveys focus on the German population as a whole, not solely on the youth.
It is under this context that this paper began.

Since the fall of the Berlin Wall, there has been a reported increase in right extremism in Germany

than West Germans. But for the past twenty-one years, scholars have drawn many diverging conclulogical reasons to the type of school attended.
Literature discussing the source of xenophobia in German adolescents from the past two decades

foreigners. Scholars who belong to the Socio-Demographic/Contact School hold that socio-demographics like age, gender and regional location are the determinants of whether a person will have
xenophobic tendencies. Proponents of Socio-Economic/Hierarchic Self-Esteem Theory contest
anti-foreigner sentiment. They advocate increased contact between ethnicities because they believe
a higher amount of contact leads to a decrease in anti-foreigner sentiment. Finally, some scholars
conglomeration of the aforementioned reasons. All of these schools are based on the assumption that
there is indeed a trend of rising xenophobic views in contemporary German youth and all schools view
German youth negatively.

education from Kindergarten through high school, German students are required to choose a career
is directly dependent on the type of profession a student wants to enter into later. Students attend
either a Hauptschule for a vocation, a Realschule for an extended general education, or a Gymnasium,
a school that offers an intensive education. Only students with a diploma from a Gymnasium are

attend different schools, which isolates them from other students.

to defend against their perceived lower social status, youths treat foreigners the way they foresee they
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petition from other types of educational tracks and experience a feeling of superiority over the rest.
Consequently, there is no reason for Gymnasium students to treat foreigners as though they are from
a lower class. Those who know they will receive more respect in society because of their education
have no need to demean others.
Scholars who are proponents of the Contact/Socio-Demographic Theory hold that it is actually
how much a person interacts with Turks and foreigners that will mold sentiment towards nonGermans. Scholars van Dick, Wagner, and Zick state that there is an indirect correlation between
the amount of time spent with a foreigner and the level of xenophobic tendencies a person develops
will develop a xenophobic mentality. This phenomenon demonstrates the contact/socio-demographic
mans, who have will have less contact with Turks simply because there are fewer Turkish people living
The third theoretical camp is the Hierarchal Self-Interest Theory. Proposed by scholars Boehnke
changes their mentality towards foreigners; socio-economic theorists posit that it is the student’s
location in the socio-economic hierarchy that determines xenophobic sentiment. The combination
of competition and self-interest inherent in German society creates a dynamic where each person is
strongly tied to socio-economics and the hierarchy of society. The further down in the socio-economic
-

one another. Birgit Becker notes the importance of age and education: different ages mean different
experiences in life, which determines what forms of contact a person may have had. Household men-

towards foreigners depends on different factors and whether they are from the East or the West. One
must note, however, that while authors in this school agree on most things, occasionally there is some
disagreement. Becker states that contact has a minimal effect on anti-foreigner sentiments while

-

others: a proposed set of variables overlaps slightly with another set of variables and so on. Nevertheless, points made by authors in this group are no less logically supported than those from other
schools of thought.

depend on one variable. In response to the Education Track School, students within a single school
each have different opinions on different topics. Additionally, there must be certain reasons why a
a person chooses depends on outside factors and, if youth mentality depends on education, it must
edges that there are multiple layers to cause a person’s perception of something. However, authors
from this school do not delve deep enough, failing to consider other factors like religion, income and
state that self-esteem is positively correlated with xenophobia, but later on say that those lower in the
hierarchy compete more with foreigners, increasing xenophobia. In this research, I have built upon

At the time of their publication, the arguments contained in each scholar’s paper might have
been valid. However, this might not be true today in 2012: the youth are constantly getting older
authors’ research builds off of the assumption that xenophobia among German youth exists and that
it is increasing. The subsequent paper will start from a tabula rasa or a blank slate. In other words,
the research will be conducted with no assumption and the end result can be any combination of the
schools of thought described in this paper. The theories are only looked at as a whole and are deemed
might no longer be applicable in the year 2012.
Other studies have shown that over time, opinions of populations change. Whether it is feelings
toward same-sex marriage in the United States or feelings towards Ukrainians in Russia, a population’s opinions change. This does not necessarily mean that the opinions become more positive. In

there has only been rising disapproval in all countries towards others. It solely points out that opinions have changed.

surveys go, there are almost always more young people than there are older people. Therefore the
proportion of people’s opinions with ages in the teens and twenties is greater than that of the people
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a place completely unrecognizable to someone born twenty years earlier. Those who were surveyed
for this research were a completely new sample. We have yet to see what the youth of Germany think
questions.
Hypothesis
I posit that there is a high prevalence of anti-Turkish sentiment overall among the youth in
states of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Brandenburg, Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, Thuringia and former
varia, Baden-Württemberg, Saarland, Rhineland Palatinate, North Rhine-Westfalia, Lower Saxony,
university are more likely to have a positive attitude towards the Turks.
Although so far there has been no research to prove whether or not religion affects sentiment
towards the Turks, I foresee that religion will be an intervening variable. I intend to control it through
more statistical testing. The survey will contain demographic questions regarding religion and the

with the most will also be asked. Likewise, I will see if the results from this question have a correlation
with pro-or anti-Turkish sentiment.
of the German youth population towards the Turkish minority. They have studied the sources of
xenophobia, both for adults and youth, and one included comparing the education level of students
and their xenophobic views, while other studies have questioned the German population as a whole

Overall, regarding the German population’s view towards the Turks, different studies have
produced different results. Some say that there is an increase in animosity towards the biggest ethnic
minority in Germany, while others say the opposite. For example, the Pew Research Institute, in their

direction over those eighteen years, contradicting other studies, it also agrees with many studies like
the ALLBUS that there is still a higher degree of xenophobia in former East Germany than in Western
Germany as previously discussed.

Methodology
The intent of this research was to discover contemporary opinions of German teens and twentyyear-olds towards those of Turkish descent living in Germany. Because there were no studies answermany works about the views of the German youth towards the Turkish minority, they still would not
have been the most up-to-date seeing as they would have been done in the past. The more recent the
survey, the more representative it is. I could have compared works from different authors but it would
not tell anything about what the youth’s opinions were. It would not have been permissible for me to
survey direct friends of mine in Germany because they might alter their answers. Therefore, I asked
almost everyone I knew in Germany, Austria and other countries to forward the survey to their friends
In middle school I was an exchange student at a Gesamtschule in Potsdam outside of Berlin. In
high school I attended the Palucca Hochschule for dance in Dresden for a month, took a course at the
Goethe-Institut in Berlin and a year later went to school for a year at a Gymnasium in Vienna, Austria.
Additionally, I have close ties with the German-American Society of Portland, Oregon and I have German friends who were exchange students to the US and American students who went on exchange to
Germany in high school and college. These six access points connect me to a wide spectrum of youths
from all over the Federal Republic.

to small villages. The more places I received set responses from, the higher the likelihood of getting a
representative sample.
There were, of course, problems with creating and conducting a survey instead of analyzing pre-

be considered representative. In addition, I was not able to access people from every social, economic
ent types of schools. But responses originated predominantly from Baden-Württemberg in the South,
Nordrhein-Westfalen and Rheinland-Pfalz in the West, and Berlin in the East. This made the survey

school found within the borders of the Bundesrepublik. Unlike in the United States, where anyone
born within the borders is given automatic citizenship, in order to obtain German citizenship, a person must have blood relations with someone of German citizenship. In other words, a person born in
Germany whose parents who have lived all their lives in Germany but do not have German citizenship
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blood.
which are the ages when most people are in secondary and tertiary school. This particular age range
was chosen because, according to David Dobbs from the National Geographic Society, it is within this
timeframe that independent thinking begins, which is due to the development of the prefrontal cortex

ents, grandparents or other nuclear relatives emigrated from Turkey.

However, thirteen of the results had to be discarded because those particular respondents were not

complete original survey in German and the translated survey in English are reported in Appendix I
and II.
-

so in total this was a relatively accurate representation of the East versus West population distribuGermany, despite the fact that half of it was located in West Germany during the Cold War. This was

religions were categorized together due to their low numbers.

The latter set of statistics is more representative of the German opinion because only the parties with
of the population voted for the Pirate Party, there is no representation whatsoever in the Bundestag

these are being compared to what the entire German population as a whole voted, not what the German youth voted.

between demographics and the views towards the Turks. Fortunately, there were still a few relations
More than half of the respondents did not believe that there were too many Turks in Germany.

dents attended gymnasium or university; perhaps it was because most of the respondents were from
West Germany or perhaps it was because most of the respondents had internet access. As will soon
be discussed, the numbers from vocational school and from East Germany are too small to make any
this was an internet-based survey. But nevertheless, the overall sentiment towards Turks in particular
is not terrible.
-

illegal immigrants should not be deported from Germany. The German youth, overall, seems open
to the Turks residing in Germany. However, although social ideals seem to be progressive, the youth
still do not approve of including Turkey as part of Europe. Further research is needed to glean more
information on the different layers of Turkish residency.

Germany,” where the largest minority of Turks is located. Although in both cases more people do not
to previous scholarship like the ALLBUS and Birgit Becker’s work that East Germans are more likely
to dislike Turks than West Germans. Location may indeed affect a person’s mentality, but not necessarily in the way that was originally thought. This is also surprising because there are fewer Turks in
East Germany, so one would think that the lack of contact would cause a rise in anti-Turkish sentiand their response to this question. So while initially intriguing, too much stock cannot be put into
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these statistics.
Graph 1

Religion
ber of Turks in Germany, it is still possible to analyze other, more sound, comparisons. When seeing
if there is any relation between professed religion and responses to the same question, surprisingly

are not overwhelmingly different, it is still worth noting.

Because religion was not considered a factor in previous studies, it was my goal to see if there
was perhaps a correlation. And in the case of professed religions versus the banning of headscarves,

case, Catholics tend to be more xenophobic than Protestants who tend to side more with the atheists.
It might not be a surprise that most of the atheists do not believe that headscarves should be banned,

Protestants are more open-minded.
A person can identify themselves as a follower of a particular religion and hardly ever attend a

no effect on how a person responds to those questions. Because of this, it wasn’t worth doing further
research and I concluded in this survey there was little to no correlation between religiosity and opinions towards the Turks.
Education
Many aforementioned authors labeled education as the determinant of how someone feels
about Turkish people. In question eight of the surveys, respondents were asked to identify what kind

-

When students were asked the seven questions about the Turks, none of them had a low
-

that it is hardly possible to make any trustworthy conclusions on the topic.

Both the Social Demographic/Contact School and the Multi-Variable School believe that gender
-
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-

pean Union, men are more likely to be unsupportive of it and women more welcoming, if not more
uncertain.
When it comes to the discussion on whether all illegal immigrants in Germany should be deporton this particular topic. Responses to this question were similar to the questions about EU member-

From this we can gather that women are more likely to be kind-hearted and lenient towards foreigners than are men. It must be pointed out that seeing as deportation is a much more serious topic
than others, there is the potentiality that a person would be hesitant to choose the less politicallycorrect option.
Failed Variables
friends, religiosity and prayer variables for any of the questions. Because of this, no further analysis
was conducted. As for the contact variable, the only relationship found was with whether or not the

that this survey is representative of the entirety of Germany, then the original hypothesis that those

140

Implications
The results from this study are especially important considering the fact that it is the teens and

for the future of the status of Turkish immigrants and relations between the Turkish Republic and the
Federal Republic of Germany. It is these opinions that will impact the outcome of elections and shape
the future decisions of politicians. Equally as important, establishing the source of xenophobia in this
generation in particular, the German government might be able to implement policies that will lead
any concrete hypotheses on. Nevertheless, the goal of the survey to discover what the German youth
If the results of this survey are to be true, we can expect a warming of relations between Germans
and Turkish Germans in the coming years. This might allow a change in citizenship law, allowing for
more Turks to become citizens. Islamic religious education might become an option in schools for
those who opt for it, the Turkish language might be taught as one of the foreign languages and more
professionals might be lifted and there might be more inter-marriages between Germans and Turks.
ist attack on a European country by Turks or Muslims, sentiment could very well take a turn for the
worse.
Conclusion
This analysis focuses on which factors determine how German youth view the Turkish minority.
they did not believe there are too many Turks in Germany. This result contradicts previous studies
concluding that anti-Turkish sentiment is rising, but does agree with the Pew Research Institute’s
quency and contact variables with attitudes towards the Turks conclude that most of the hypothesis is
false. Nevertheless, this study can be built upon in the future to see if, with a larger, more representative sample there actually are relationships between the chosen variables. But currently, as this was a
student survey, we can only hypothesize further.

141
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Appendix
Figure 1: English Survey
a. Yes
b. No
2. What is your gender:
a. Male
b. Female

a. City:
b. State:
c. Country:
a. Very important
b. Somewhat important
c. Not too important
d. Not at all important
a. Protestantism
b. Catholicism
c. Islam
d. Other:___________

a. Gesamtschule
b. Gymnasium
c. Realschule
d. Hauptschule
e. University
f. Hochschule
g. Fachhochschule
h. Berufsschule
i. Berufsakademie
f. Fachschule

142

10. Which political party do you support the most:
a. CDU/CSU
b. SPD
c. Die Linke
d. FDP
e. Die Grünen
f. Other: ____________
a. Yes
b. No
a. Multiple times a day
b. Once a day
c. A few times a week
d. Once a week
e. Hardly ever
f. Never
a. Yes
b. No
c. I don’t know
a. Yes
b. No
c. I don’t know
a. Yes
b. No
c. I don’t know
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a. Yes
b. No
c. I don’t know
a. Yes
b. No
c. I don’t know
a. Yes
b. No
c. I don’t know
a. Yes
b. No
c. I don’t know

a. Ja
b. Nein

b. weiblich

a. Ort:
b. Bundesland:
c. Land:
a. Sehr wichtig
b. Wichtig
c. Ein wenig wichtig
d. Gar nicht wichtig
a. Protestantismus
b. Katholizismus
c. Islam
d. Sonstige:___________

144

a. Oft am Tag
b. Einmal am Tag
c. Mehrmals pro Woche
d. Einmal pro Woche
e. Selten
f. Nie

a. Gesamtschule
b. Gymnasium
c. Realschule
d. Hauptschule
e. Hochschule
f. Fachhochschule
g. Berufsschule
h. Berufsakademie
i. Fachschule

a. CDU/CSU
b. SPD
c. Die Linke
d. FDP
e. Die Grünen
f. Sonstige: ____________
a. Ja
b. Nein
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a. Oft am Tag
b. Einmal am Tag
c. Mehrmals pro Woche
d. Einmal pro Woche
e. Selten
f. Nie
a. Ja
b. Nein

a. Ja
b. Nein

a.Ja
b. Nein
a. Ja
b. Nein

a. Ja
b. Nein

a. Ja
b. Nein

a. Ja
b. Nein

sie irgenwelche haben, bitte schreiben Sie sie im folgenden Platz.
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Graph 6
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Table 1
Crosstab
Count
Are you of the opinion that there are currently too
I don’t
Yes

No

know

Total

Multiple
times a day 4
Once a day 1

2
6

10

A few times
a week

10

14

6

Once a
week
How often do you come

4

4

16

Hardly

in contact with Turks for ever

11

Never

4
2

0

Total

110

Table 2
Crosstab
Count
Should the State require immigrants to learn GerYes

No

I don’t know Total

0

0

0

0

1

0

2

2

Multiple
times a
day
Once a
day

11

11

A few
times a
week
Once a
week
How often do you come

Hardly

in contact with Turks for

ever

0

Never
Total

0
126

0
2

22

American University’s Clocks and Clouds, Volume II, Fall 2012

Bibliography

Palgrave Macmillan.
Bacher, Johann. 2001. „In welchen Lebensbereichen lernen Jugendliche

http://www.pdwb.de/nd06.

Palgrave Macmillan.

Washington: The National Geographic Society.

Germany: Identifying the determinants of xenophobia in a large opinion survey,” Review

Interest and Right-Wing Extremism among East and West German youth,” Social Science

Germany. Madison: The University of Wisconsin Press.

Rippl, Susanne. 2002. „Bildung und Fremdenfeindlichkeit: Die Rolle schulischer und familialer

and Social Action in Contemporary Germany,” Canadian Journal of Sociology, 20, no. 2:

http://www.uni-due.de/imperia/md/content/bildungswissenschaften/sowi/prust/all
bus_2006_dhb.pdf.

American University’s Clocks and Clouds, Volume II, Fall 2012

Wisniewski

THE STATE’S STRUGGLE
TO MASTER ASYMMETRICAL WARFARE
Joe Wisniewski

Abstract

uniform, utilizes any tactic, and swears its allegiance not to a government, but an ideology. However,
governmental entity since the city-state of Athens fought Melos over two thousand years ago. This
enigma is asymmetrical warfare.
The only way to truly study asymmetrical warfare is to take into account its long history. Thus,
measure the relationship between the duration of asymmetrical war and the state’s chances of victory.
The results showcased little difference in the state’s percentage of victory for short and medium length
wars. For wars over three years, the chances of victory for the state plunged by thirty-one percent.
the state and provides another clue in the state’s struggle to master asymmetrical warfare.
Purpose and Overview
The aircraft hovered over an old abandoned home in the deserts of rural Afghanistan. Inside, a

the motor and knew what was to come. A split second later, the house exploded. Ironically, the year
attack conducted by an American drone, but with what the British considered a piece of untested tech-

as a reminder that the clash of terrorists and insurgents against the state is an age-old problem that
troubled the ancient city-state of Athens in its war against Melos as much as it does America today.

relationship between the length of asymmetrical warfare and its effect on the outcome of the war. Buried underneath these forgotten wars are clues to how the state can master this form of war. This paper
attempts to discover some of these clues.
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This study’s hypothesis was that as asymmetrical wars get longer, the state’s chances of victory
dramatically decrease. The study’s dependent variable was the outcome of the war, and the indepen-

-

When I ran a crosstabulation and chi-square tests on my variables, I discovered that the hypothesis was correct. As the war got longer, the state’s chances of victory decreased. What I did not expect
was how rapidly this transition would occur. There was virtually no difference in chances of victory
for any war shorter than three years. However, if a war were to last longer than three years the state’s

how insurgent groups around the world are evolving to effectively combat the state.
Literature Review
A Flawed View of Asymmetrical Warfare

the world’s strongest military head-on they utilized the forest as cover. Slowly, they picked off the
British infantry until the enemy force collapsed. During our own revolutionary war, American militiaare being used against our forces in Afghanistan. The purpose of this literature review is to the guide
the reader through the historical, theoretical, and empirical perspectives of the study of this unique
form of war. In constructing this literature review, I discovered a gap in the data and research. Few
studies have looked at the history of asymmetrical war as a whole, and none have focused solely on
testing the relationship between the length of war and the state’s chances of winning over hundreds of
asymmetrical wars.
This study, and the theory it is trying to investigate, stems from a wealth of past research on what
direct relation between insurgencies in asymmetrical war and patterns in the data that emerges from

th

century were to be placed into a power law graph, the line would
-

banded together to develop models to explain the order that was appearing in the data. Considering
that Richardson’s conclusion states that low-intensity war or asymmetrical warfare will be more com-

Wisniewski

mon, it is important to deploy statistical analysis to discover whether the state’s attempts to master
asymmetrical warfare are succeeding.
Power Laws and War
The empirical study of asymmetrical warfare embraces a little-used concept in political

any war and accurately summarize its outcome, or even theorize and attempt to predict future events.
edge, numerous studies have utilized power laws to discover that insurgents1 across the world operate
in extremely similar ways.
that the counterinsurgency wars being waged in Colombia and Iraq showed the same power-law

development because the wars in Colombia and Iraq were started for different reasons, in geographically distinct places.
Taking this further, Sean Gourley et al. discovered the same phenomena in their study, except
study by Johnson’s team, they continued to form a model for terrorist behavior. They theorized that
insurgents who survive the onslaught of military power by the state have developed organizational

Cederman details a practical analogy for power laws. In his study, he found that traditional ways
of looking at war see world politics as billiard balls, when one ball slams into another it causes a chain
effect. Power laws are much more like moving sand piles. Individually grains of sand shift in a pile,
barely changing the status quo. Over time, however, these individual grains can create an avalanche
timed, but small terrorist attacks can create massive power shifts. For instance, during the initial intime, their collective hit and run tactics completely changed the tide of the war.
Based on the empirical studies listed above, the general consensus is that insurgents show
insurgencies become fragmented enough so that they are hard to target and united enough that they

a struggle between a non-ruling group and the ruling authorities in which the non-ruling group consciously uses political
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The Rich History of Asymmetrical Warfare
The historical perspective of asymmetrical warfare destroys the popular notion that the wars
the state. This notion emerges from America’s historic short-term memory. Corum and Johnson

one turns the page and discovers a chapter on how to care for military horses.
The Tet Offensive highlighted this disparity between military might and political will. On one
sive casualties on the communist North Vietnamese army. However, from a political perspective, the
offensive turned the American people against the war. This historical example suggests that because
the state actor is already seen as a more legitimate force, the standards of victory on both the military,
economic, and political fronts are much higher than those of an insurgency.
In Sarah Sewall’s introduction to the U.S. Army and Marine Corps’ Counterinsurgency Field
fare. Some analysts, particularly neoconservatives, believe in unleashing the full power of the United
States military to completely destroy insurgencies and establish unquestionable victory. It is a black
counterinsurgency is largely a political exercise. It also demands that Americans abandon their core
of victory are much higher for state; they are the legitimate actor with a set of core values; they are the
Bruce Hoffman, the Director of the Center for Security Studies at Georgetown University, further
explains this higher standard of victory. According to Hoffman and Moshe Ya’alon, the former Chief
of Staff of the Israel Defense Forces, insurgents and terrorists see states within the context of the
of one’s hand can cause the entire web to collapse. In other words, insurgents see citizens in the West-

a further advantage of eroding the public’s support, making it easier to manipulate the standards of
victory in their favor.

Finally, the theoretical perspective of asymmetric warfare further erodes the many misconceptions about insurgents. John Robb illustrated one such misconception. Robb believes we are entering
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directly explains the theoretical paradoxes of counterinsurgency campaigns. For instance, the manual

the lethality of insurgents, but the U.S. military disagrees with Robb’s bold hypothesis. By under-

the counterinsurgency manual does not cover whether or not the length of war will affect its outcome.
The work focuses on the theory of counterinsurgency and the practical application of such ideas in the
After reviewing the current literature on asymmetrical warfare, it is suggested that my study design is unique, for few studies take into account the asymmetrical wars that go back centuries. Many
studies describe complex models for how terrorists operate, but these models do not go into much
detail about how the terrorists reach that point. In addition, the historical evidence suggests that there
will be a direct relationship between the length of a war and its outcome. There is room within the
literature for a study on the length of war to add to the discussion.
Study Design
Theory and Expectations
The following study design focuses on the following hypothesis: in comparing asymmetrical
that are longer in duration. The null hypothesis of this research is: in comparing asymmetrical wars,
Consistently, each study in the literature review developed models that described insurgencies
signed from the ground up to trap the state in a long lasting war of attrition. This is especially effective
against democracies, where long, bloody, and costly asymmetrical wars can turn the public against
Since wars of attrition are unattractive to most militaries, many states attempt to set limited

insurgencies throughout the 20th

the assumption that the state tries to avoid a long-term war, as they have very limited resources, with
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a public that apply pressure regardless of government type. Based on these recommendations, and the
notion that insurgencies purposefully organize themselves so that they can slowly bleed out the state,

Operationalization and Measurement of Concepts
ties: victory for the state, victory for the non-state actor, compromise, the war changes into another

is a nominal-level variable.
of War” study breaks down the duration of the war based on the following variables: startday1, startand end periods. Thus, other variables included startday2, startmonth2, and so on, which represented

the ending based on the signing of peace agreement, retreat, or destruction of all enemy forces. No
quite possible that the start and end dates may be inaccurate. However, considering the reputation of
turn to.

Research Design
particular dataset being used contains almost two hundred extra-state wars from almost two centuries
evaluate the relationship between the two nominal variables while controlling for whether the war was

-
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quering it militarily, culturally, and/or economically. For instance, the dataset considers the American
better in colonial wars when placed in a more defensive role, rather than an offensive role in imperial
This study design will utilize the chi-square test and run crosstabulations. This test will showcase
what is observed in the data and what the study design expects. First, I will run a chi-square on my
main independent and dependent variable. Following this, I will employ the same tests on my conpossible methods to discover the probability of state victory given certain variables. In addition, if the
null hypothesis is correct, it would be possible to convert other variables into nominal ones and run
the test again to attempt to uncover what exactly assists the state in winning asymmetrical wars.
Analysis and Conclusion
Analysis
In the previous sections, I predicted that the longer the state engages in asymmetrical warasymmetrical war, such as state building and spreading democracy, they leave themselves vulnerable
to becoming trapped in their own goals as a war of attrition sets in. Using the extra-state Correlates
of War dataset, I ran a crosstabulation on the relationship of the duration of the war compared to the
outcome of the war.

the outcome of the war in black and white. Due to the research done by the Counterinsurgency Field
web theory” discussed in the literature review, it is highly supported that the standards of state victory
are much higher than those of an illegitimate insurgency.
for the state: the insurgents earn a clear victory, a compromise, having the war transfer into another
state actor, the legitimacy of the government is potentially ruined, resulting in a political defeat. If the
war is transformed into another type of war, it means the insurgency has amassed so much support
that they can engage the state in conventional battle. Thus, the state has failed to contain their op-

withdraw planned for 2014, Afghanistan’s military still barely functions and our own soldiers are be-
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the categories of defeat for the state or stalemate, and I considered these as a victory for the non-state
actor. Finally, I considered stalemate as a victory for the non-state actor since the state’s inability to
end a war against insurgents also ruins its legitimacy.
out of the seven outcomes in the dataset as victory for the insurgency. However, considering the mass
differences between the well-armed, well-funded, and politically legitimate state, and the typical
underfunded armed forces of an insurgency, I stand by my assessment. Furthermore, the state is far
more vulnerable to defeat because it has so much more to lose than an insurgency, which has everything to gain by winning, at any cost. This was seen in the works of Sewell and the spider-web theory.
Thus, the only way for a state to achieve victory over an insurgency is to completely defeat them. For
the insurgents, however, the threshold of victory is much smaller since they have little to lose.
between the length of a war and the states chances of victory. With a p-value of .000 it is clear that a
relationship exists between my independent and dependent variables. My Pearson Chi-square value
-

My results, however, held a few surprises. Ironically, proportionally speaking, states have fared
equally well in both short and medium length asymmetrical wars. In asymmetrical wars lasting less

wars in this group. Before I ran my test, I had assumed that short wars would show an overwhelming
percentage of state victories, whereas medium length wars would show a decrease in state victories.
This did indeed occur, but by a minor three percent. In war a switch seems to be triggered after three

To further test these results, I selected three control variables: the type of war, whether another
state intervened in the war, and whether the state started the war. The most dramatic conclusions
emerged from the type of war. The dataset considered wars like the U.S. invasion of Iraq as imperial and other wars such as the British Empire’s air control wars as colonial. Imperial wars show a
insurgency has not been able to effectively rally the support of the local population. Colonial wars folto the fact that in a colonial war the state has already established a framework or working relationship with the local population. The other two controls show supporting evidence for my original
asymmetrical war.
The Three Year Switch
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Johnson in their historical and theoretical analysis of asymmetrical war starts with a comprehensive

instance Vietnam. Almost exactly three years into the war, the Vietcong insurgency launched the Tet
Offensive. As stated previously, the attack itself was a massive military victory for the United States.
However, back home in the United States it enraged the public, and in Vietnam itself the local populace began to show signs of turning against the Americans. By failing to remember the other sides of
asymmetrical warfare, it can be argued that American had set itself up for failure.
research suggests that if the state focuses on decapitation of an insurgency’s leadership, this will

It is this model of organic organization that makes insurgents so deadly. The question of what
avenues of research. But, if I were to make another hypothesis, it would be the suggestion that the
reach this deadly combination of fragmentation and unity after three years of continuous warfare. The
R-square measure of my study showed a weak relationship between the duration of war and the outcome of it, suggesting that the length of war activates other variables, such as the organization model,
that decrease the state’s chances of winning. If an insurgency can last this long in battle against the
state, it has the funding, weaponry, and most importantly, human capital to pull off a war of attrition.
activated, the state’s political will or resources for war will deplete. This organically organized model
could also explain why there is relatively no difference for the state’s chances of success between
tion after three years.
In the state’s quest to master asymmetrical warfare, it would be suggested that the state adopt

plans or occupation of the targeted country, the state can increase their chances of victory within
advances our understanding of asymmetrical war by a slight extent, and strengthens the models created by other scholars.
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Tables and Figures
Outcome
State Wins
Insurgents Win

Total

Measure

Value

Pearson Chi-square

a

P-Value

.000

Cramer’s V
With a P-value of .000
Lambda
With a P-value of .002

Figure 2: Control for type of war and the outcome
Colonial:
Outcome
State Wins
Insurgents Win

Total

Imperial:
Outcome
State Wins
Insurgents Win

Total

P-value of .000
Figure 3: Control for additional state involvement in the war
No additional state involved:
Outcome
State Wins
Insurgents Win

Total
106 wars
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Additional state involved:
Outcome
State Wins
Insurgents Win

Total

Figure 4: Control for the state starting the war
State didn’t start war:
Outcome
State Wins
Insurgents Win

Total

State did start war:
Outcome
State Wins
Insurgents Win

Total

P-value of .000
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