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INTRODUCTION

2YHU�WKH�SDVW�VHPHVWHU��ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�WKULOOHG�WR�VHH�&ORFNV�DQG�&ORXGV�JURZ�IURP�D�ÀHGJOLQJ�MRXUQDO�

into a campus institution. The desire to establish a premiere outlet for undergraduate research in political 

science and international relations at American University brought together students, faculty, and admin-

LVWUDWLRQ�ODVW�\HDU��DQG�LW�KDV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�SXVK�WKH�MRXUQDO�IRUZDUG�DV�ZH�VWULYH�WR�FDUYH�RXW�RXU�SODFH�RQ�

FDPSXV��2XU�WDOHQWHG�DQG�GHGLFDWHG�VWXGHQW�FRQWULEXWRUV�KDYH�HOHYDWHG�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�WKH�MRXUQDO��DQG�LW�KDV�

been an honor to work with all of them as authors, staff, and reviewers. While the editors keep the process 

RQ�WUDFN��WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�WKH�MRXUQDO�LV�UHDOO\�GXH�WR�WKH�WUHPHQGRXV�HIIRUW�WKDW�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\�RQH�RI�WKH�

VWXGHQWV�KDV�SXW�LQWR�WKH�MRXUQDO��7KLV�LVVXH�RI�&ORFNV�DQG�&ORXGV�LV�WUXO\�WKHLU�MRXUQDO��

We received a large amount of excellent research and we are excited to be publishing the work of the 

VHYHQ�DXWKRUV��(DFK�DXWKRU�FRQWULEXWHV�QHZ�LGHDV�WR�WKHLU�¿HOG��HLWKHU�WKURXJK�WKHLU�QRYHO�PHWKRGRORJL-

cal approaches or their completely new way of framing the issue. These authors show us that exemplary 

scholarship unites both analytical rigor and real-world relevance. They have the potential to change the way 

we think about some of the most puzzling questions in the modern social sciences. Although their topics 

VHHP�WR�FRPH�IURP�GLVSDUDWH�VXEMHFWV��WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�UHVHDUFK�XQLWHV�WKHVH�DXWKRUV�DV�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKH�EHVW�

undergraduate researchers that American University has to offer. 

The articles in this issue examine a wide range of national and international issues. Some authors 

decided to re-examine old theories, updating them for an ever-changing world. Leigh Maltby and Colin 

Benz bring us scholarship on European legal integration and xenophobia in Germany by analyzing the most 

recent data on the 2004 European Union enlargement and Germany’s youth, respectively, according to the 

previous theories in each area. Meanwhile, Caitlin McGonnigal shows us how Marxist ideology, which had 

previously been dismissed as outdated, is actually highly relevant in thinking about fair trade. 

2WKHU�DXWKRUV�GHFLGHG�WR�ORRN�DW�WKH�LQHTXDOLWLHV�LQ�RXU�ZRUOG�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�FDPH�WR�EH��VSHFL¿FDOO\�D�

gap between men and women. Elise Roberts analyzed the causes of the gender gap in education around the 

world, ending with policy recommendations that could shift the way we think about investment in educa-

tion. Similarly, Allison Dunatchik also examines a gender gap, shifting the focus to the more local issue of 

student government participation. By studying the gender imbalance in student government participation, 

she provides us with valuable insight into the issue of female political representation. 

Finally, several authors chose to study issues in international security, helping us to understand the 

complex connections between the many international actors that make up our world. Elizabeth Calos gives 

us a quantitative examination of alliances by investigating the relationship between alliance membership 

DQG�FRQÀLFW�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��ZKLFK�DOORZV�XV�WR�PDNH�PRUH�VHQVH�RI�WKH�FRPSOH[�ZHE�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DOOLDQFHV�

between states. Additionally, Joe Wisniewski looks at the relationship between state and non-state actors in 

asymmetrical warfare, providing insight into questions that are as old as warfare itself. 

Clocks and Clouds is based on the premise that undergraduates have ideas that matter. Although we 

do not claim that our work will change the world overnight, we are convinced that the ideas we present can 

make genuine contributions to a broader academic dialog. We believe Clocks and Clouds can help shape 

and voice the extraordinary ideas of American University undergraduates, and showcase the real power that 

UHVHDUFK�FDQ�KDYH��,W�LV�RXU�VLQFHUH�KRSH�WKDW�WKLV�MRXUQDO�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�GR�VR�IRU�\HDUV�WR�FRPH�
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 THE WEAKEST LINK: CREDIBLE DETERRENCE 
THREATS AND ALLIANCE ENTRAPMENT

(OL]DEHWK�&DORV

Calos

Abstract

2YHU�WKH�SDVW����\HDUV��WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RUGHU�KDV�EHHQ�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�WKH�FRQÀLFW�EHWZHHQ�

the United States’ desire for isolationism and its desire to maintain hegemony. While the United 

States has initiated and continued wars in Afghanistan and Iraq that are increasingly unpopular 

with alliance members, it has also focused on increasing NATO buy-in and has become involved in 

FRQÀLFWV��OLNH�WKH�RQH�LQ�/LE\D��DW�WKH�LQVLVWHQFH�RI�LWV�1$72�SDUWQHUV��7KHVH�FRQWUDGLFWRU\�WUHQGV�UDLVH�

LQWHUHVWLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFHV�DV�D�PHWKRG�RI�GHWHUULQJ�FRQÀLFW��

7KH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�KDV�SLFNHG�DQG�FKRVHQ�ZKLFK�FRQÀLFWV�WR�SXUVXH��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�GHVLUHV�RI�DOOL-

ance members. This raises the question of whether strong states suffer from alliance entrapment, a 

SKHQRPHQRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFH�SDUWQHUV�FDQ�IRUFH�RWKHU�SDUWQHUV�WR�LQWHUYHQH�LQ�FRQÀLFWV�

that are outside of the scope of the alliance. Scholars have long argued that defensive alliances do not 

IRUFH�VWDWHV�WR�HQWHU�LQWR�PRUH�FRQÀLFWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�SURWHFW�WKHLU�SDUWQHUV��+RZHYHU��VFKRODUV�KDYH�QRW�

tested these claims while controlling for state strength. This paper will examine whether weaker alli-

DQFH�PHPEHUV�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�GUDZQ�LQWR�FRQÀLFWV�RULJLQDWHG�E\�VWURQJHU�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUV��,Q�

RUGHU�WR�WHVW�WKHVH�WZR�SUHPLVHV��WKLV�SDSHU�ZLOO�XWLOL]H�D�TXDQWLWDWLYH�VWXG\�RI�FRQÀLFWV�EHWZHHQ������

DQG������WR�H[DPLQH�ZKHWKHU�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUVKLS�LPSDFWV�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�RI�VWDWHV�WR�MRLQ�LQ�FRQÀLFWV�

originated by alliance members. Ultimately, this paper will determine that weaker alliance members 

GR�GHFLGH�WR�LQWHUYHQH�LQ�FRQÀLFWV�EDVHG�RQ�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUVKLS��EXW�VWURQJ�VWDWHV�GR�QRW�IHHO�WKH�

same compulsion. This has important implications for scholarship because it demonstrates that alli-

ance behavior is measurably different for states of differing strengths and that weaker states are more 

OLNHO\�WR�EH�GUDZQ�LQWR�FRQÀLFWV�ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH�LQ�D�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�FRQÀLFW�RULJLQDWRU�

Puzzle

In the early days of the Libyan uprising, there was little US interest in becoming involved in the 

FRQÀLFW���7KH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�ZDV�DOUHDG\�LQYROYHG�LQ�PXOWLSOH�FRVWO\�ZDUV�RYHUVHDV��DQG�/LE\D�ZDV�QRW�

necessary to the overall security strategy.  Nevertheless, on March 16th, the United States became 

RI¿FLDOO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�DLGLQJ�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�QR�À\�]RQH�LQ�/LE\D��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�6HFXULW\�&RXQFLO��������

Despite little strategic interest and even less desire to intervene, the United States eventually funded 

DQG�FDUULHG�RXW�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�RSHUDWLRQV�LQ�/LE\D���6RPH�KDYH�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�

intervene was largely a result of external pressure placed on the United States by allies within NATO, 

particularly France. In this case, it seems as though the United States’ defensive alliance partners were 

DEOH�WR�FRHUFH�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LQWR�EHFRPLQJ�LQYROYHG�LQ�D�FRQÀLFW�ZKLFK�GLG�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�PHHW�

the bounds of the North Atlantic Treaty. Conversely, the United States has also refused to intervene 
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LQ�VRPH�FRQÀLFWV�GHVSLWH�WKH�GHVLUHV�RI�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUV��)UDQFH�DQG�%HOJLXP�OREELHG�WKH�8QLWHG�

6WDWHV�WR�KHOS�HQG�WKH�5ZDQGDQ�JHQRFLGH�DIWHU�)UDQFH�LQWHUYHQHG�LQ�������7DKD������������7KH�8QLWHG�

States refused to participate and did not send troops or otherwise support its alliance members in this 

FRQÀLFW��7KLV�VLWXDWLRQ�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WZR�FRPSHWLQJ�WUHQGV�LQ�WKH�FDSDFLW\�RI�DOOLDQFHV�WR�WUDS�D�VWDWH�

LQWR�HQWHULQJ�LQWR�D�FRQÀLFW�DJDLQVW�LWV�ZLOO��7KH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�RFFDVLRQDOO\�VXFFXPEV�WR�DOOLDQFH�SUHV-

sures, but it is not always forced to intervene against its will. So, do alliances actually force states to 

LQWHUYHQH�LQ�FRQÀLFWV�DJDLQVW�WKHLU�ZLOO"�

The potential for defensive alliances to result in an intervention that is outside the bounds of a 

state’s foreign policy interests has several important policy implications. The United States and other 

governments have used defensive alliances as a way of increasing the overall security of the state. If 

defensive alliances actually force states to intervene in areas against their interests, then they would 

actually diminish the overall security of the state rather than increase it. Since these alliances are 

PHDQW�WR�LQFUHDVH�WKH�VHFXULW\�RI�WKH�VWDWH��D�¿QGLQJ�WKDW�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�DUH�GUDZQ�LQWR�PRUH�FRQÀLFWV�

would demonstrate that these alliances are not an effective deterrent. This might have greater policy 

implications down the road, as states must make the decision whether or not to enter into an alliance. 

Thus, there are important policy issues at stake when examining whether or not defensive alliances 

WUXO\�PLQLPL]H�FRQÀLFW�RU�PHUHO\�FDXVH�D�VWDWH�WR�EH�SXOOHG�LQWR�FRQÀLFWV�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�QRW�FKRVHQ��

7KXV��WKLV�SDSHU�ZLOO�DWWHPSW�WR�GHWHUPLQH�LI�DOO�VWDWHV�DUH�GUDZQ�LQWR�FRQÀLFWV�RULJLQDWHG�E\�DOOL-

ance members equally across different levels of state strength. There is a wide body of literature which 

H[DPLQHV�WKH�HI¿FDF\�RI�DOOLDQFHV�LQ�SUHYHQWLQJ�YLROHQW�FRQÀLFW��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�OLWWOH�UHVHDUFK�ZKLFK�

VSHFL¿FDOO\�H[DPLQHV�WKH�LQWHUQDO�G\QDPLFV�RI�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFHV��0RVW�RI�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�GRHV�QRW�

GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�ZKHQ�D�WKLUG�SDUW\�MRLQV�LQ�FRQÀLFWV�WKDW�ZHUH�RULJLQDWHG�E\�WKH�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHU�

RU�FRQÀLFWV�WKDW�ZHUH�RULJLQDWHG�E\�DQRWKHU�SDUW\��:KLOH�WKHUH�LV�D�ODUJH�OLWHUDWXUH�EDVH�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�

HI¿FDF\�RI�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFHV�LQ�SURWHFWLQJ�VWDWHV�DJDLQVW�RXWVLGH�DJJUHVVRUV��WKHUH�LV�OHVV�HPSLULFDO�

UHVHDUFK�H[DPLQLQJ�ZKHWKHU�VWDWHV�LQ�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFHV�DUH�IRUFHG�WR�MRLQ�LQ�ZKHQ�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUV�

RULJLQDWH�D�FRQÀLFW��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��OLWWOH�RI�WKLV�OLWHUDWXUH�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�VWDWH�VWUHQJWK�LQ�WHUPV�

RI�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�DOOLDQFH�HQWUDSPHQW��7KXV��WKLV�SDSHU�ZLOO�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�VFKRODUVKLS�RQ�WKH�HI¿-

FDF\�RI�DOOLDQFHV�DV�D�GHWHUUHQW�WR�FRQÀLFW�E\�H[DPLQLQJ�ZKHWKHU�DQG�KRZ�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUV�DUH�GUDZQ�

LQWR�FRQÀLFWV�WKH\�GLG�QRW�LQLWLDWH�

Research Question

7KLV�SDSHU�ZLOO�DWWHPSW�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZK\�VRPH�VWDWHV�DUH�GUDZQ�LQWR�FRQÀLFWV�E\�GHIHQVLYH�DOOL-

ance members which are outside of the bounds of the defensive alliance and the best interests of the 

state when others are not. Alliances are supposed to demonstrate a credible threat which makes the 

FRVW�RI�FRQÀLFW�KLJKHU�IRU�SRWHQWLDO�DGYHUVDULHV��7KLV�VKRXOG�KROG�WUXH�DFURVV�GLIIHUHQW�OHYHOV�RI�VWDWH�

VWUHQJWK��7KXV��GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFH�SDUWQHUV�VKRXOG�RQO\�EH�GUDZQ�LQWR�FRQÀLFW�YHU\�UDUHO\�EHFDXVH�

few potential adversaries would wish to challenge a state which has multiple partners to defend it. 

However, most scholars would also agree that the strength of the deterrent threat is tied to the relative 

VWUHQJWK�� SRWHQWLDOO\�ORVH�LQ�WKH�FRQÀLFW��$�ORVV�RI�VWUHQJWK�WR�DQ\�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHU�ZHDNHQV�WKH�GHWHU-

rent threat and makes each member less secure. This is true across all levels of state strength but is 

particularly worrisome for weaker states. A stronger state would lose comparatively less security when 

WKH�DOOLDQFH�SDUWQHU�LV�ZHDNHQHG��EXW�DQ�DOUHDG\�ZHDN�VWDWH�ZRXOG�¿QG�LWVHOI�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�OHVV�VHFXUH��



�

7KXV��ZHDNHU�VWDWHV�VKRXOG�EH�PRUH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�GHIHQG�WKHLU�DOOLDQFH�SDUWQHUV�RU�MRLQ�LQWR�FRQÀLFWV�

originated by alliance partners to prevent the weakening of the alliance’s deterrent threat. The deter-

rent threat sent by an alliance is vital in protecting the weaker state against potential attackers. Thus, 

this paper will attempt to provide support for two main hypotheses:

���,Q�FDVHV�ZKHUH�DQ�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHU�RULJLQDWHV�D�FRQÀLFW��D�JUHDW�SRZHU�RU�VWURQJ�VWDWH�ZLOO�QRW�

QHFHVVDULO\�IHHO�FRPSHOOHG�WR�MRLQ�LQ�WKH�FRQÀLFW�EHFDXVH�WKH�VWDWH�LV�VWDEOH�HQRXJK�WKDW�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�

strength of alliance member do not impact the security of the state.

���,Q�FDVHV�ZKHUH�DQ�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHU�RULJLQDWHV�D�FRQÀLFW��D�ZHDN�RU�PHGLXP�SRZHUHG�VWDWH�ZLOO�

EH�FRPSHOOHG�WR�MRLQ�LQ�WKH�FRQÀLFW��HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKH�FRQÀLFW�PD\�JR�DJDLQVW�WKH�VWDWH¶V�GHVLUHV�RU�WKH�

mandate of the alliance because changes in the strength of the alliance member impact the security of 

the state. 

Literature Review

In order to accurately examine the question of why some alliance members are drawn into con-

ÀLFWV�ZKLOH�RWKHUV�DUH�QRW��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�LQ�WHUPV�RI�LWV�SRVLWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�

academic literature and the debates which surround it. The following schools of thought attempt to 

H[SODLQ�ZK\�FRQÀLFW�RFFXUV�DQG�ZK\�GHWHUUHQFH�IDLOV�LQ�VSHFL¿F�VLWXDWLRQV��7KLV�OLWHUDWXUH�UHYLHZ�ZLOO�

focus on three distinct schools of thought; grievance, Rubicon theory, and rational deterrence. Thus, 

in order to understand deterrence and its effect on defensive alliances, it is necessary to examine these 

schools of thought in terms of implications for policy and as representations of the decision-making 

process of the nation-state.

*ULHYDQFH�LV�D�VWUXFWXUH�EDVHG�DFFRXQW�RI�FRQÀLFW���&ROOHFWLYH�DFWLRQ�RFFXUV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKLV�

school, when there is relative deprivation of access to the government, human security, or economic 

RSSRUWXQLWLHV���7KXV��FRQÀLFW�RFFXUV�EHFDXVH��³&RPPXQDO�JURXSV�DUH�MRLQWO\�PRWLYDWHG�E\�GHHS�

seated grievances about group status and by the situationally determined pursuit of political interests, 

DV�IRUPXODWHG�E\�JURXS�OHDGHUV�DQG�SROLWLFDO�HQWUHSUHQHXUV´��*XUU������������������*URXSV�ZLWK�D�

VWURQJ�FRPPXQDO�LGHQWLW\�ZLOO�FRQWULEXWH�WR�FRQÀLFW�GXH�WR�QDUUDWLYHV�RI�JULHYDQFH�EDVHG�LQ�D�VHQVH�

RI�LQMXVWLFH�FUHDWHG�E\�IDFWRUV�OLNH�HFRQRPLF�GLVDGYDQWDJHV��GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��DQG�SRYHUW\��7KLV�PRGHO�

would be inadequate as an explanation of the way that defensive alliances pull alliance partners into 

FRQÀLFWV��7KH�³5HEHO¶V�'LOHPPD�´�DV�SRVLWHG�E\�0DUN�,��/LFKEDFK��DUJXHV�WKDW�JULHYDQFHV�DUH�QRW�

HQRXJK�WR�PRWLYDWH�FRQÀLFW�DV�WKHUH�DUH�PRUH�FRVWV��LQ�WHUPV�RI�IRUJRQH�ZDJHV��WKH�ULVN�RI�GHDWK��DQG�

SRVVLEOH�LPSULVRQPHQW�WKDQ�WKHUH�DUH�EHQH¿WV�WR�EH�JDLQHG�IURP�UHEHOOLQJ�RU�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�FRQÀLFW�

�������������7KXV��LW�LV�XQOLNHO\�WKDW�D�ZHDN�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHU�ZRXOG�EH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�HQWHU�LQWR�D�

FRQÀLFW��HYHQ�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�DQ�DOOLDQFH�SDUWQHU��:HDN�DOOLDQFH�SDUWQHUV�VKRXOG�EH�XQZLOOLQJ�WR�MRLQ�LQWR�

FRQÀLFW�EHFDXVH�WKH�FRQÀLFW�ZRXOG�GLPLQLVK�WKH�VHFXULW\�RI�WKH�VWDWH��7KH�ZHDN�DOOLDQFH�SDUWQHU�ZRXOG�

be willing to risk a small loss of security if its partner loses rather than weakening itself substantially 

E\�HQWHULQJ�LQWR�WKLV�FRQÀLFW��7KXV��ZHDN�VWDWHV�ZRXOG�EH�XQZLOOLQJ�WR�RULJLQDWH�FRVWO\�FRQÀLFWV�ZKLFK�

would only make the state weaker. It is therefore necessary to examine other schools of thought for a 

PRUH�FRPSOHWH�WKHRU\�WR�H[SODLQ�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�HQJDJH�LQ�D�FRQÀLFW��

Rubicon theory offers another explanation for deterrence failure which may be useful when 

considering the hypothesis. According to this model, states operate in terms of sequential decision 

frames which impact their behavior. Initially, states operate under a deliberative mind-set where they 

Calos
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are able to rationally compare options and possible outcomes in order to make the best decision. This 

VWDJH�LV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�SURFHVV�QHZ�LQIRUPDWLRQ��ZHLJK�FRVWV�DQG�EHQH¿WV��DQG�PDNH�

rational choices. However, after the decision to act has been made, states enter into an implemental 

PLQGVHW��7KLV�VKLIW�³FDQ�RFFXU�HLWKHU�ZKHQ�DQ�DFWRU�IUHHO\�FKRRVHV�D�SROLF\�IURP�D�PHQX�RI�RSWLRQV�

RU�ZKHQ�D�FRXUVH�RI�DFWLRQ�LV�GLFWDWHG�E\�DQ�H[WHUQDO�VRXUFH�´���-RKQVRQ�DQG�7LHUQH\������������,Q�WKH�

LPSOHPHQWDO�PLQGVHW��WKH�VWDWH�KDV�EHFRPH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�D�VSHFL¿F�FRXUVH�RI�DFWLRQ��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�

the state will be less willing to change course or to accept new information. Any new information that 

is received is generally processed according to the mission of the state, i.e. new information is made 

WR�¿W�WKH�SUH�VWDWHG�JRDOV�RI�WKH�PLVVLRQ��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�RQFH�VWDWHV�KDYH�PDGH�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�DFW��

WKH\�EHFRPH�YXOQHUDEOH�WR�VHOI�VHUYLQJ�HYDOXDWLRQV�ZKLFK�FRQ¿UP�WKH�GHFLVLRQV�RI�WKH�VWDWH��UDWKHU�

WKDQ�SUHVHQWLQJ�HYLGHQFH�LQ�D�XVHIXO�DQG�XQELDVHG�PDQQHU��6WDWHV��WKHUHIRUH��EHFRPH�RYHUFRQ¿GHQW�

LQ�WKHLU�DELOLW\�WR�µZLQ¶�WKH�FRQÀLFW��-RKQVRQ�DQG�7LHUQH\�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�VKLIW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�GHOLEHUD-

WLYH�DQG�LPSOHPHQWDO�VWDJHV�RFFXUV�ZKHQ�WKHUH�LV�D�SHUFHSWLRQ�WKDW�ZDU�LV�QHDU�������������2QH�RI�WKH�

SRWHQWLDO�FDXVHV�RI�WKLV�SHUFHSWLRQ�LV�WKDW�WKH�VWDWH�IHHOV�IRUFHG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�D�FRQÀLFW�EHFDXVH�RI�

LWV�DOOLDQFHV��7KLV�ZRXOG�H[SODLQ�ZK\�VWDWHV�LQ�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFHV�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�FRQÀLFW�ZKHQ�DOOLDQFH�

members are also involved.

By entering into the alliance contract, the state has in a way already passed into the implemental 

VWDJH�ZKHUH�DQ\�FRQÀLFW�LQYROYLQJ�DQ�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHU�LV�VHHQ�DV�RQH�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�VWDWH�KDV�DOUHDG\�

DJUHHG�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�VWDWH�VKRXOG�HQWHU�LQWR�DQ\�FRQÀLFW�LQ�ZKLFK�DQRWKHU�

PHPEHU�RI�WKH�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFH�LV�LQYROYHG��:KLOH�WKLV�DUJXPHQW�VHHPV�WR�¿W�WKH�K\SRWKHVLV��LW�IDLOV�

to explain one important intervening variable. According to this school, once the state has crossed the 

5XELFRQ�RI�VLJQLQJ�WKH�GHIHQVLYH�SDFW��WKH�VWDWH�VKRXOG�LQWHUYHQH�LQ�DOO�FRQÀLFWV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�SHUFHLYH�

that they are bound to their alliance members. However, the hypotheses argue that only weaker states 

will intervene to protect an alliance member. The Rubicon model cannot take this discrepancy into 

account.

Yet another school of thought that could explain the reason that other alliance members 

IUHTXHQWO\�GUDZ�DOOLDQFH�SDUWQHUV�LQWR�FRQÀLFWV�LV�UDWLRQDO�GHWHUUHQFH��7KHUH�DUH�WKUHH�LPSRUWDQW�

DVVXPSWLRQV�WKDW�FKDUDFWHUL]H�WKLV�VFKRRO������$FWRUV�KDYH�H[RJHQRXV�JLYHQ�SUHIHUHQFHV�DQG�RSWLRQV��

����YDULDWLRQ�LQ�RXWFRPHV�LV�H[SODLQHG�E\�GLIIHUHQW�DFWRUV¶�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��DQG�����WKH�VWDWH�DFWV�DV�D�

XQLWDU\��UDWLRQDO�DFWRU��$FKHQ�DQG�6QLGDO�������������0DQ\�VFKRODUV�LQ�WKH�UDWLRQDO�FKRLFH�VFKRRO�RI�GH-

terrence argue that in order to prevent an aggressor state from pursuing violent action, the state must 

SUHYHQW�D�FUHGLEOH�WKUHDW�ZKLFK�PDNHV�WKH�FRVW�RI�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�YLROHQFH�RXWZHLJK�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�EHQH¿WV�

�$FKHQ�DQG�6QLGDO�������������)XUWKHU��PRVW�DXWKRUV�DUH�LQ�DJUHHPHQW�WKDW�PHPEHUVKLS�LQ�D�GHIHQVLYH�

alliance, where states band together to increase the credible deterrent threat signal that they can send 

WR�SRWHQWLDO�DJJUHVVRUV��ZLOO�GHFUHDVH�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�FRQÀLFW�E\�LQFUHDVLQJ�WKH�FRVWV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�D�

SRWHQWLDO�DWWDFN��7KXV��VWDWHV�VKRXOG�HQWHU�LQWR�FRQÀLFWV�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKHLU�DOOLDQFH�SDUWQHUV�RQO\�ZKHQ�

����PDQGDWHG�E\�WKH�WHUPV�RI�WKH�DOOLDQFH�DJUHHPHQW�RU�����ZKHQ�WKH�FRQÀLFW�WKUHDWHQV�WR�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�

decrease the deterrent signal that is being sent by the alliance as a whole. This means that states in 

GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFHV�VKRXOG�IDFH�IHZHU�FRQÀLFWV�RU�WKUHDWV�RI�YLROHQFH�IURP�DJJUHVVRU�VWDWHV�

The rational deterrence model seems as though it would be more accurate than the Rubicon 

model because it would be able to predict both instances where states would intervene, such as when 

it would decrease the deterrent signal of the alliance, and when states would not intervene. The Rubi-
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FRQ�PRGHO�SUHGLFWV�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�LQ�DOO�FRQÀLFWV��ZKLFK�VHHPV�RYHUO\�VLPSOLVWLF��+RZHYHU��ZKLOH�PDQ\�

VFKRODUV�KDYH�DUJXHG�WKDW�VWDWHV�LQ�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFHV�GRQ¶W�HQWHU�LQWR�FRQÀLFW�DV�IUHTXHQWO\��IHZ�KDYH�

examined the reasoning behind the decision of defensive alliance members when they do chose to en-

WHU�FHUWDLQ�FRQÀLFWV��7KLV�SDSHU�ZRXOG�DUJXH�WKDW�VWURQJHU�VWDWHV�DUH�OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�HQWHU�FRQÀLFWV�RULJL-

nated by alliance members because the potential that the alliance member loses would not decrease 

the deterrent signal as much as if a strong state intervened and lost. Alternatively, a weaker state that 

is more dependent on the signal that is sent by a defensive alliance would be more likely to enter into 

D�FRQÀLFW�RULJLQDWHG�E\�DQ�DOOLDQFH�SDUWQHU�EHFDXVH�WKH�GLPLQLVKHG�FUHGLEOH�GHWHUUHQFH�VLJQDO�WKDW�

would result from a potential loss would have a more substantial impact on the security of the state.

Of the three schools of thought examined here, rational deterrence seems to offer the clearest 

model for predicting the potential of defensive alliances to entrap weaker alliance members in con-

ÀLFWV�WKDW�WKH\�GLG�QRW�RULJLQDWH�PRUH�RIWHQ�WKDQ�VWURQJHU�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUV��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�

that while these scholars have attempted to explain why deterrence fails and how alliances contribute 

to deterrence success or failure, there has been little examination of whether the relative strength of 

the alliance partner contributes to the decision to intervene. While the Rubicon model would predict 

WKDW�VWDWHV�VKRXOG�LQWHUYHQH�LQ�DQ\�FRQÀLFW�RULJLQDWHG�E\�DQ�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHU��WKH�UDWLRQDO�GHWHUUHQFH�

model would argue that intervention is only will only occur if the alliance partner is relatively weak 

and depends on the credible deterrent signal sent by the alliance for its security against potential ag-

gressors. 

Argument

7KH�REMHFWLYH�RI�WKLV�SDSHU�LV�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�LQ�FHUWDLQ�VLWXDWLRQV��D�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFH�FDQ�

UHVXOW�LQ�VRPH�VWDWHV�EHLQJ�SXOOHG�LQWR�FRQÀLFWV�WKDW�WKH\�ZRXOG�KDYH�OLWWOH�VWUDWHJLF�LQWHUHVW�LQ�SXUVX-

ing on their own. In order to establish the validity of this argument, it is important to situate it within 

an intellectual school of thought. I will use rational deterrence theory to explain the reasons why 

states in defensive alliances may be less secure in some situations than they would be if they were not 

in a defensive alliance. Rational deterrence will provide a baseline from which I can explore the fol-

lowing hypotheses and determine whether or not they are supported by the data.

Rational deterrence argues that states have exogenous given preferences that are tested against 

WKH�SUHIHUHQFHV�RI�RWKHU�VWDWHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKDW�WKH�RXWFRPH�LQ�DQ\�JLYHQ�FRQÀLFW�RU�SRWHQ-

WLDO�FRQÀLFW�ZRXOG�EH��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�VWDWHV�ZHLJK�WKH�FRVWV�DQG�EHQH¿WV�RI�LQLWLDWLQJ�FRQÀLFW�EHIRUH�

WKH\�DFWXDOO\�GR�VR��,I�WKH�FRVWV�DUH�KLJKHU�IRU�DQ�DJJUHVVRU�VWDWH�WKDQ�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�EHQH¿WV��WKHQ�WKHUH�

ZLOO�EH�QR�FRQÀLFW��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��D�VWDWH�FDQ�VLJQDO�D�GHWHUUHQW�WKUHDW�WR�SRWHQWLDO�DJJUHVVRU�VWDWHV�WKDW�

demonstrates the costs of a potential attack through higher military spending, political statements, 

RU�PDQ\�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�VLJQDOLQJ�EHKDYLRU��$FKHQ�DQG�6QLGDO�������������7KH�ORJLFDO�H[WHQVLRQ�RI�

this argument is that since higher costs mean that aggressor states are less likely to engage in hostile 

DFWLYLWLHV��VWDWHV�FDQ�DQG�VKRXOG�ELQG�WRJHWKHU�LQ�DOOLDQFHV�VR�WKDW�HDFK�FDQ�EHQH¿W�IURP�WKH�SRZHU�RI�

the other alliance members. If this statement is true, then defensive alliances should act as deterrents 

to external aggression because each member of the alliance promises to defend every other alliance 

member if their territorial integrity is threatened. This explanation of rational deterrence as an incen-

tive for building alliances is well established within the literature. 

However, this paper argues that there is a codicil to this argument. In order for a defensive alli-
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ance to act as an effective deterrent to external aggression, the alliance must be able to pose a credible 

threat, which will prevent states outside of the alliance from threatening its members. Thus, defen-

sive alliances must present a strong enough deterrent threat to protect even the weakest members of 

the alliance. This means that the weak or medium powered states within an alliance are particularly 

invested in maintaining the strength of the deterrent signal sent by the alliance. The deterrent signal 

that is sent by the alliance is the combination of each state’s relative strength and military capability, 

WKXV�DQ\�ORVV�RI�VWUHQJWK�E\�RQH�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHU�GHFUHDVHV�WKH�HI¿FDF\�RI�VLJQDO�VHQW�E\�WKH�DOOLDQFH�

as a whole. Since weaker states depend on this signal to protect the state from potential adversar-

ies, there is an inherent obligation for lower powered states to ensure that the signal remains strong. 

Conversely, great powers or strong states depend less on the deterrent signal sent by the alliance and 

more on the military and economic strength of the state itself. Thus, weaker states within a defensive 

DOOLDQFH�ZRXOG�EH�GUDZQ�LQWR�FRQÀLFWV�ZKHUH�WKH�RWKHU�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUV�DUH�WKH�DJJUHVVRU�EHFDXVH�LI�

the alliance member should lose, the credibility of the alliance’s deterrent threat would be diminished. 

(YHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�PDQGDWH�RI�WKH�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFH�GRHV�QRW�FRYHU�HQWU\�LQWR�QRQ�GHIHQVLYH�FRQÀLFWV��

VWDWHV�LQYROYHG�LQ�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFHV�FRXOG�¿QG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQYROYHG�LQ�FRQÀLFWV�RULJLQDWHG�E\�ZHDNHU�

alliance members.  Figure 1 demonstrates the logic of this argument visually.

Figure 1.

7KH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�ZLOO�H[DPLQH�WKUHH�PDLQ�YDULDEOHV�ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�TXDQWL¿HG�LQ�GHWDLO�LQ�WKH�

Research Design section of this paper. First, the independent variable is the state’s membership in a 

GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFH�ZLWK�D�FRQÀLFW�RULJLQDWRU��7KHUH�LV�DOVR�D�FRQWURO�YDULDEOH�WKDW�ZLOO�EH�WHVWHG�WKURXJK�

this paper. Second, the present study will control for whether or not a weak or strong member state 

RULJLQDWHG�WKH�FRQÀLFW��7KLV�YDULDEOH�ZLOO�UHTXLUH�D�TXDQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�³ORZ�´�³PHGLXP´�RU�³KLJK´�OHYHOV�

RI�VWDWH�VWUHQJWK��)LQDOO\��WKH�GHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH�LV�ZKHWKHU�WKH�VWDWH�RULJLQDWHG�WKH�FRQÀLFW��(VVHQ-

WLDOO\��WKLV�GHVFULEHV�ZKHWKHU�WKH�VWDWH�VWDUWHG�WKH�FRQÀLFW�RU�PHUHO\�HQWHUHG�WKH�FRQÀLFW�DIWHU�LW�ZDV�

LQLWLDWHG��6LQFH�HDFK�GDWD�HQWU\�UHSUHVHQWV�D�VWDWH�SDUWLFLSDQW�LQ�D�FRQÀLFW��HDFK�VWDWH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�

VWXG\�ZDV�LQYROYHG�DV�HLWKHU�DQ�RULJLQDWRU�RU�D�MRLQHU��7KLV�DOORZV�WKH�VWXG\�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKLFK�VWDWHV�

ZLWKLQ�D�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFH�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�MRLQ�D�FRQÀLFW�ZKLFK�KDV�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�LQLWLDWHG�E\�DQ�DOOL-

ance partner. These three variables will help to determine whether or not the hypothesis is supported 

by historical examples.

,I�WKH�DUJXPHQW�LV�SURYHQ�WR�EH�YDOLG��WKH�GDWD�VKRXOG�VKRZ�WKDW�VWDWHV�ZLWK�³ORZ´�RU�³PHGLXP´�
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VWUHQJWK�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�MRLQ�LQ�D�FRQÀLFW�RULJLQDWHG�E\�DQ�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHU��6WDWHV�ZLWK�VPDOO�

populations, less military funding, and fewer available troops depend more on their alliance part-

ners to send a credible threat to potential adversaries, so it is more likely that these states will act to 

SUHYHQW�RWKHU�DOOLDQFH�SDUWQHUV�IURP�ORVLQJ�VWUHQJWK�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�HQWU\�LQWR�D�FRQÀLFW��,Q�RUGHU�IRU�WKH�

alliance to send a valid deterrent signal, each state within the alliance must maintain a certain level 

of strength. Thus, states of low or medium power will be unwilling to risk the potential for a partner 

to lose and decrease the value of the alliance’s deterrent signal. However, state of high power or great 

powers are less reliant on their alliance partner’s strength to protect them from potential adversaries. 

These states have large militaries and are able to spend large amounts of money on military purchas-

es. This means that the military in each of these states is capable of sending a deterrent signal that 

is not dependent on the strength of alliance partners. Therefore, great powers are less tied to their 

alliance partners and rely on them less to bolster their own strength. According to this logic, the data 

RXJKW�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�ORZ�DQG�PHGLXP�SRZHUV�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�MRLQ�LQWR�D�FRQÀLFW�RULJLQDWHG�E\�

an alliance member, where high power states are able to behave more independently. 

However, if the evidence demonstrates that alliance members are equally likely to enter into a 

FRQÀLFW�RULJLQDWHG�E\�DQRWKHU�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHU��ZKHWKHU�ZHDN�RU�VWURQJ��WKHQ�WKH�DUJXPHQW�ZRXOG�QRW�

be supported. This evidence would contribute to the validity of the Rubicon theory because it argues 

that once a state has entered into a defensive alliance, it has crossed a Rubicon, having committed to 

KHOSLQJ�WKH�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHU�UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��6R��WKH�VWDWH�ZRXOG�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�DQ\�FRQÀLFW�

originated by any alliance partner, regardless of its relative strength or weakness. Alternatively, 

VKRXOG�WKH�GDWD�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�IHZ�RU�QRQH�RI�WKH�ZHDNHU�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFH�SDUWQHUV�MRLQHG�LQ�D�

FRQÀLFW�RULJLQDWHG�E\�DQ�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHU��WKHQ�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�VHHQ�DV�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�JULHYDQFH�PRGHO��

7KH�ZHDNHU�VWDWH�NQHZ�WKDW�WKH�FRVW�RI�FRQÀLFW�ZRXOG�EH�WRR�KLJK��VR�LW�ZRXOG�EH�XQZLOOLQJ�WR�HQWHU�

LQWR�D�FRQÀLFW�WKDW�LV�WHFKQLFDOO\�RXWVLGH�RI�WKH�VFRSH�RI�WKH�DOOLDQFH�DW�WKH�ULVN�RI�GLPLQLVKLQJ�LWV�RZQ�

security. 

This research will add to the academic debates about defensive alliances by examining a variable 

which has been understudied in the literature to date. The idea that state strength is an intervening 

YDULDEOH�WKDW�GHWHUPLQHV�ZKHWKHU�D�VWDWH�ZLOO�MRLQ�ZKHQ�D�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHU�RULJLQDWHV�D�FRQ-

ÀLFW�LV�RQH�WKDW�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�WHVWHG��$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKLV�UHVHDUFK�FRXOG�KDYH�VHYHUDO�LPSRUWDQW�LPSOLFD-

tions for policy-making. Should the hypothesis be supported, it would perhaps indicate that entering 

LQWR�D�FRQÀLFW�ZLWK�ZHDNHU�VWDWHV�LV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�LQ�WKH�EHVW�LQWHUHVW�RI�WKH�VWDWH�EHFDXVH�ZHDNHU�

states would be more likely to band together in support of an alliance partner. Previously, states have 

used defensive alliances to protect weaker states, but if the hypothesis were true, then entering into 

these alliances would actually decrease the security of the weaker state because they would be increas-

LQJO\�GUDZQ�LQWR�FRQÀLFWV�RULJLQDWHG�E\�DOOLDQFH�SDUWQHUV��7KXV��ZHDN�VWDWHV�ZRXOG�EH�PXFK�OHVV�ZLOO-

ing to enter into defensive alliances in the future.

Research Design

In order to test the claims made in the hypothesis, three datasets from the Correlates of War 

3URMHFW�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�WR�RSHUDWLRQDOL]H�WKH�WKUHH�PDLQ�YDULDEOHV�H[DPLQHG�LQ�WKLV�SDSHU��7KH�GHSHQGHQW�

YDULDEOH�LQ�WKLV�H[DPLQDWLRQ�LV�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�D�VWDWH�RULJLQDWHG�D�FRQÀLFW��7KH�&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU�

3URMHFW¶V�0LOLWDUL]HG�,QWHUVWDWH�'LVSXWH��0,'��GDWDVHW�ZDV�XVHG�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKLFK�VWDWHV�RULJLQDWHG�
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D�FRQÀLFW�YHUVXV�PHUHO\�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�RU�MRLQLQJ��*KRVQ��������7KLV�GDWDVHW�FRQWDLQV�RQH�HQWU\�SHU�

SDUWLFLSDQW�LQ�HDFK�FRQÀLFW�IRU�DQ\�JLYHQ�VHW�RI�\HDUV��,Q�RUGHU�WR�PDNH�WKH�GDWDVHW�PRUH�PDQDJHDEOH��

WKLV�VWXG\�ZDV�OLPLWHG�WR�FDVHV�LQ�WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�¿YH�\HDU�SHULRG�DYDLODEOH�������WR�������:KLOH�WKLV�

VWXG\�ZLOO�RQO\�FRYHU�D�SHULRG�RI�¿YH�\HDUV��WKH�PHWKRGV�RI�VWDWLVWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�ZLOO�VWLOO�EH�DSSURSUL-

DWH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�FDVHV��ZKLFK�QXPEHU������,W�LV�WUXH�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�HYHQWV�

outside of this timeframe that would prove interesting to examine in light of the hypotheses, but the 

nature of this paper meant that a larger statistical analysis was not possible within the time allotted. 

,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�XWLOL]H�WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�¿YH�\HDU�SHULRG�ZDV�LQ�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�DYRLG�VHOHFWLRQ�

bias. Rather than choosing a period of time with heavy NATO activity, like the period of the Cold War, 

utilizing the most recent time period available meant that I was not able to skew the results by pick-

LQJ�D�VSHFL¿F�WLPHIUDPH�WKDW�ZRXOG�FRQIRUP�WR�WKH�K\SRWKHVLV��7KLV�YDULDEOH�ZDV�FRGHG�DV�D�QRPLQDO�

YDULDEOH�ZKHUH�VWDWHV�WKDW�RULJLQDWHG�WKH�FRQÀLFW�KDG�D�YDOXH�RI���DQG�VWDWHV�WKDW�GLG�QRW�RULJLQDWH�WKH�

FRQÀLFW�KDG�D�YDOXH�RI����

The independent variable in this study is whether or not a state is in a defensive alliance with a 

FRQÀLFW�RULJLQDWRU��0HPEHUVKLS�LV�GH¿QHG�DV�KDYLQJ�D�VLJQHG�WUHDW\�ZLWK�RQH�RU�PRUH�RWKHU�QDWLRQV��

which obligates the state to defend its alliance partners should they be attacked by states outside of 

the alliance. The Formal Alliances dataset compiled for the Correlates of War database was used to 

RSHUDWLRQDOL]H�WKLV�YDULDEOH��*LEOHU��������7KLV�GDWDVHW�SURYLGHV�D�OLVW�RI�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFHV�LQ�WKH�

form of a dyadic list of states in an alliance with an entry for each year. Thus, each entry in the MID 

dataset was examined to determine which states were in an alliance with an originator in the year of 

WKH�FRQÀLFW��$�YDULDEOH�ZDV�FUHDWHG�IRU�HDFK�RI�WKH�����FDVHV�WKDW�GHVFULEHG�ZKHWKHU�WKH�VWDWH�ZDV�LQ�

D�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�RULJLQDWRU�RI�WKDW�VSHFL¿F�FRQÀLFW�ZKHQ�LW�EHJDQ��2I�FRXUVH��WKLV�PHDQV�

WKDW�WKH�VWDWH�WKDW�RULJLQDWHG�WKH�FRQÀLFW�LV�DOVR�RIWHQ�LQFOXGHG�DV�DQ�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHU�VLQFH�LQ�PDQ\�

situations, there were multiple originators in an alliance with each other. Obviously, there are other 

IDFWRUV�WKDQ�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUVKLS�ZKLFK�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�D�VWDWH�ZLOO�HQWHU�LQWR�D�FRQÀLFW��+RZHYHU��

WKH�JRDO�RI�WKLV�SDSHU�LV�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�D�VWDWH¶V�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUVKLS�LV�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�

WR�WKHLU�GHFLVLRQ�WR�HQWHU�LQWR�D�JLYHQ�FRQÀLFW��

Finally, state strength is operationalized using the National Material Capabilities dataset from 

&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU��6LQJHU��������,Q�RUGHU�WR�JDLQ�D�PRUH�FRPSOH[�YLHZ�RI�VWDWH�VWUHQJWK��WKH�&RP-

SRVLWH�,QGH[�RI�1DWLRQDO�&DSDELOLW\��&,1&��VFRUHV�ZHUH�XVHG��7KLV�VFRUH�LV�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�VL[�

GLIIHUHQW�YDULDEOHV�WKDW�LQÀXHQFH�VWDWH�VWUHQJWK��LURQ�DQG�VWHHO�SURGXFWLRQ��PLOLWDU\�H[SHQGLWXUH��

military personnel, energy consumption, total population, and urban population. These factors are 

E\�QR�PHDQV�H[KDXVWLYH�DQG�WKHUH�DUH�RWKHU�IDFWRUV�WKDW�FRXOG�LQÀXHQFH�VWDWH�VWUHQJWK��+RZHYHU��WKLV�

RSHUDWLRQDOL]DWLRQ�LV�GHIHQGHG�E\�WKH�&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU�'DWDEDVH��ZKLFK�LV�ZHOO�UHVSHFWHG�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�

of international relations and does include some non-military factors, including energy consumption, 

total population, and urban population. This makes the operationalization of state strength fairly 

LQFOXVLYH��7KH�SUHVHQW�VWXG\�GH¿QHV�ZHDN�VWDWHV�DV�WKRVH�ZLWK�ORZ�QXPEHUV�LQ�HDFK�RI�WKHVH�FDWHJRULHV�

�6LQJHU�������������&RQYHUVHO\��VWURQJ�VWDWHV�ZRXOG�KDYH�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�WKHVH�GLIIHUHQW�IDFWRUV��6LQFH�

UDWLRQDO�GHWHUUHQFH�UHTXLUHV�D�VWDWH�WR�VHQG�D�VLJQDO�RI�VWUHQJWK�WR�RWKHU�VWDWHV��WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�ZHDN�

and strong is based on factors which would increase the cost of attack to an aggressor state like the 

strength of the military, i.e. factors that demonstrate the relative credibility of the state’s deterrent 

threat. This control variable was organized into an ordinal level variable with three different catego-
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ries: low, medium, and high. In order to determine the cut-off points for each of these categories, a 

KLVWRJUDP�RI�WKH�GDWD�ZDV�H[DPLQHG��$SSHQGL[�����6WDWHV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�DV�KDYLQJ�ORZ�VWDWH�VWUHQJWK�

had CINC scores of less than .004, medium states had scores of .004-.016, and high states had scores 

of higher than .016. The histogram of cases clearly demonstrates a distinct group of high power states 

that is separate from the medium and low states, so it is clear that states within that group should be 

FRQVLGHUHG�DV�KLJK�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV��+RZHYHU��LW�ZDV�PRUH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�WKH�PHGLXP�SRZHUV�

IURP�ORZ��8OWLPDWHO\��,�FRGHG�WKH�ORZHVW�WZR�JURXSV�RQ�WKH�KLVWRJUDP������FDVHV��DV�ZHDN�SRZHUV�DQG�

those between the strong and weak groups as medium. While this differentiation may seem somewhat 

arbitrary, separating the cases using these numbers allowed for a roughly equal distribution of states 

between medium and high, with a slightly larger base of weak states. In addition, separating the cases 

based in these criteria would seem to provide an accurate representation of state strength around the 

world. There are more weak states than medium states and more medium states than strong states. 

Thus, it seemed that separating the variables according to these numbers would provide the best 

statistical observations. These distinctions should allow for meaningful statistical observations about 

each of the three groups. 

7KLV�VWXG\�ZLOO�XWLOL]H�WKH�GDWD�JDWKHUHG�IURP�WKH�&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU�3URMHFW¶V�GDWDEDVH�WR�SHUIRUP�

D�TXDQWLWDWLYH�DQDO\VLV�RI�����FDVHV�RI�VWDWHV�HQWHULQJ�LQWR�FRQÀLFW�IURP�WKH�SHULRG�RI������WR�������

The independent variable for this study is whether the state is in an alliance with the originator of the 

FRQÀLFW��7KH�GHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH�LV�ZKHWKHU�WKH�VWDWH�RULJLQDWHG�WKH�FRQÀLFW�RU�QRW��%RWK�WKH�GHSHQ-

dent and independent variables are nominal level variables. The control variable is state strength, 

which has been broken into three discrete categories, making it an ordinal level variable because the 

responses can be ordered into a scale. Since both the independent and dependent variables are nomi-

nal, three chi-square tests with proportional reduction of error measures will be utilized to analyze the 

data. These tests will determine whether alliance membership makes a difference in the decision of a 

VWDWH�WKDW�GLG�QRW�RULJLQDWH�D�FRQÀLFW�WR�HQWHU�LQWR�FRQÀLFW��7KH�SURSRUWLRQDO�UHGXFWLRQ�RI�HUURU�PHD-

sures will demonstrate the strength of the relationship, if it exists. This analysis will make it possible 

WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKDW�HIIHFW�GHIHQVLYH�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUVKLS�KDV�RQ�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�HQWHU�D�FRQÀLFW��

Analysis

7KH�¿UVW�VWHS�LQ�GHWHUPLQLQJ�ZKHWKHU�WKH�WZR�K\SRWKHVHV�DUH�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�GDWD�LV�WR�GHWHU-

PLQH�ZKHWKHU�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUVKLS�KDV�DQ\�LPSDFW�RQ�ZKHWKHU�D�VWDWH�HQWHUV�LQWR�D�FRQÀLFW�WKDW�WKH\�

did not initiate. Thus, it is necessary to run a chi-square test to determine whether the null hypothesis 

FDQ�EH�UHMHFWHG��,Q�WKLV�FDVH��WKH�QXOO�K\SRWKHVLV�ZRXOG�EH�WKDW�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUVKLS�ZLWK�D�FRQÀLFW�

RULJLQDWRU�KDV�QR�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�RI�D�VWDWH�WR�HQWHU�LQWR�D�FRQÀLFW��,I��KRZHYHU��WKH�FKL�VTXDUH�

WHVW�UHVXOWV�LQ�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�¿QGLQJV��WKHQ�LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�VD\�WKDW�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUVKLS�GRHV�

KDYH�VRPH�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�RI�D�VWDWH�WR�HQWHU�LQWR�D�FRQÀLFW��

7KUHH�FKL�VTXDUH�WHVWV�ZHUH�UXQ�WR�GHWHUPLQH�VLJQL¿FDQFH��RQH�IRU�ORZ�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV��RQH�IRU�

medium powered states, and one for high powered states. Statistically speaking, a p-value that is less 

WKDQ�����LV�JHQHUDOO\�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�UHVXOW��)RU�WKH�ORZ�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV��WKH�S�YDOXH�

was .000, which indicates that the null hypothesis is not accurate in the case of these states. The 

FKL�VTXDUH�WHVW�RI�WKH�PHGLXP�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�D�S�YDOXH�RI�������ZKLFK�LV�DOVR�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�

UHVXOW��)LQDOO\��WKH�S�YDOXH�RI�WKH�FKL�VTXDUH�WHVW�IRU�KLJK�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV�ZDV�������$SSHQGL[�����7KLV�
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UHVXOW�LV�QRW�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW��7KHVH�UHVXOWV�DUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZRXOG�VHHP�

WR�FRQ¿UP�ERWK�RI�WKH�K\SRWKHVHV�SXW�IRUZDUG�LQ�WKLV�SDSHU��7KH�ORZ�DQG�PHGLXP�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV�HQ-

WHUHG�LQWR�FRQÀLFWV�WKDW�WKH\�GLG�QRW�LQLWLDWH�EDVHG�RQ�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�WKH\�ZHUH�LQ�DQ�DOOLDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�

FRQÀLFW�RULJLQDWRU��+RZHYHU��WKH�WHVW�RI�WKH�KLJK�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�D�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�LQVLJQL¿FDQW�

result, which means that in this case, the null hypothesis is supported. The high powered states did 

QRW�HQWHU�LQWR�FRQÀLFWV�EDVHG�RQ�WKHLU�DOOLDQFH�SDUWQHUVKLSV�ZLWK�FRQÀLFW�RULJLQDWRUV��

While this would seem to support the hypotheses on face value, it is also important to examine 

WKH�SURSRUWLRQDO�UHGXFWLRQ�RI�HUURU��35(��PHDVXUHPHQW�WR�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�VWUHQJWK�RI�WKH�DVVRFLDWLRQ��

The Cramer’s V statistic gives us a measure of the strength of the association between the two vari-

DEOHV�IRU�HDFK�RI�WKH�VHSDUDWH�JURXSV��)RU�WKH�ORZ�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV�JURXS��WKH�&UDPHU¶V�9�ZDV�������RU�D�

VWURQJ�DVVRFLDWLRQ��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�NQRZLQJ�LI�D�VWDWH�LV�LQ�DQ�DOOLDQFH�ZLWK�D�FRQÀLFW�RULJLQDWRU�DOORZV�

D�������PRUH�DFFXUDWH�SUHGLFWLRQ�RI�ZKHWKHU�WKH�VWDWH�ZLOO�KDYH�HQWHUHG�LQWR�D�FRQÀLFW��)RU�WKH�PH-

GLXP�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV�JURXS��WKH�&UDPHU¶V�9�ZDV�������RU�D�PRGHUDWHO\�VWURQJ�DVVRFLDWLRQ��7KLV�PHDQV�

WKDW�NQRZLQJ�WKH�DOOLDQFH�VWDWXV�RI�D�VWDWH�LQFUHDVHV�RXU�SUHGLFWLRQ�SRZHU�E\��������6LQFH�WKH�WHVW�IRU�

the high powered states group returned results indicating there was no association between the two 

variables, it is meaningless to measure the strength of the association with the Cramer’s V test. The 

PRE measure indicates that for both the low and medium powered states, there is a strong association 

between the two variables being examined. 

The directionality of the relationship between membership in an alliance with an originator and 

RULJLQDWLQJ�D�FRQÀLFW�LV�DOVR�YLWDO�LQ�GHWHUPLQLQJ�ZKHWKHU�WKH�K\SRWKHVHV�KDYH�EHHQ�VXSSRUWHG��,Q�

order to do this, it is important to examine the percentages of cases where a state that did not initiate 

D�FRQÀLFW�ZDV�LQ�DQ�DOOLDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�RULJLQDWRU�DQG�MRLQHG�WKH�FRQÀLFW��)RU�WKH�JURXSV�ZLWK�VWDWLVWL-

FDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�UHVXOWV��ORZ�DQG�PHGLXP�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV��LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WR�H[DPLQH�WKH�EUHDNGRZQ�RI�

FDVHV�WR�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�GLUHFWLRQDOLW\�RI�WKH�UHVXOWV��)RU�ORZ�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV��������RI�VWDWHV�WKDW�ZHUH�

LQ�DQ�DOOLDQFH�ZLWK�D�FRQÀLFW�RULJLQDWRU�ZHUH�QRW�RULJLQDWRUV�RI�D�FRQÀLFW��7KLV�LV�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH����

RI�VWDWHV�QRW�LQ�DQ�DOOLDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�RULJLQDWRUV�WKDW�GLG�QRW�RULJLQDWH�D�FRQÀLFW��$SSHQGL[�����7KXV��

LW�LV�PRUH�OLNHO\�WKDW�ZHDN�VWDWHV�ZLOO�MRLQ�LQ�D�FRQÀLFW�WKDW�WKH\�GLG�QRW�RULJLQDWH�ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH�LQ�DQ�

DOOLDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�LQLWLDWRU��0HGLXP�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV�KDG�D�VLPLODU�EUHDNGRZQ��)RU�WKHVH�VWDWHV��������

RI�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUV�ZHUH�QRW�RULJLQDWRUV�RI�WKH�FRQÀLFW��ZKHUH������RI�QRQ�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUV�GLG�

QRW�RULJLQDWH�WKH�FRQÀLFW��*LYHQ�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�WKH�VWDWLVWLFDO�WHVWLQJ��LW�LV�FOHDU�WKDW�PHGLXP�DQG�

ORZ�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV�WKDW�GLG�QRW�RULJLQDWH�D�FRQÀLFW�ZHUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�MRLQ�WKH�FRQÀLFW�LI�WKH\�ZHUH�LQ�

an alliance with an originator. However, it is not possible to make the same claims for high powered 

VWDWHV��DV�WKH�S�YDOXH�ZDV�LQVLJQL¿FDQW�

 These results would generally support the two hypotheses. The low and medium powered states 

DUH�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�HQWHU�LQWR�D�FRQÀLFW�RULJLQDWHG�E\�DQ�DOOLDQFH�SDUWQHU�WKDQ�WKH\�ZRXOG�

be if they were not in an alliance with an originator. In addition, the low states have a stronger as-

sociation than the medium states. This seems to support the logic that the weaker a state is, the more 

likely they are to act to prevent a loss of strength from an alliance partner and therefore preserve the 

FUHGLELOLW\�RI�WKH�DOOLDQFH¶V�GHWHUUHQW�WKUHDW��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�ZDV�QRW�D�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�DVVRFLD-

WLRQ�EHWZHHQ�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUVKLS�DQG�RULJLQDWLQJ�D�FRQÀLFW�IRU�WKH�KLJK�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV��7KLV�ZRXOG�

LQGLFDWH�WKDW�IRU�KLJK�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV��DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUVKLS�ZLWK�D�FRQÀLFW�RULJLQDWRU�KDV�QR�LPSDFW�RQ�

WKH�GHFLVLRQ�RI�D�VWDWH�WR�HQWHU�LQWR�D�FRQÀLFW��7KLV�GDWD�ZRXOG�VHHP�WR�GLUHFWO\�VXSSRUW�WKH�K\SRWKHVLV�
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WKDW�VWURQJ�VWDWHV�RU�JUHDW�SRZHUV�GR�QRW�LQWHUYHQH�LQ�FRQÀLFWV�EDVHG�RQ�WKHLU�DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUVKLS�

because they are less concerned about a potential reduction in the strength of their alliance partners. 

Conclusion

This paper has attempted to demonstrate the importance of state strength in determining alli-

ance behavior. Rational deterrence theorists have long argued that each state within the international 

V\VWHP�PDNHV�GHFLVLRQV�EDVHG�RQ�D�UDWLRQDO�FRVW�EHQH¿W�DQDO\VLV�WKDW�DLPV�WR�PD[LPL]H�WKH�PDUJLQDO�

utility of the state’s decision to act. Therefore, states can prevent potential aggressors from attacking 

E\�LQFUHDVLQJ�WKH�FRVW�RI�DWWDFNLQJ�DQG�SRWHQWLDOO\�ORVLQJ�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�WR�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�EHQH¿WV�RI�

expanded territory or wealth. Following this logic, defensive alliances should increase the security of 

the state because they allow states to pool resources and send a stronger deterrent signal to potential 

adversaries than they would be able to alone. This argument has been well documented in the litera-

ture on rational deterrence. However, this paper attempts to add a corollary to this argument. Since 

the strength of the defensive alliance depends on the strength of all of its alliance members, any loss 

of strength for an alliance member represents a decrease in the credibility of the deterrent signal sent 

to other states. For strong states or great powers, this is not of great concern. Even without the back-

ing of the alliance, the strong military capacity of these states allows them to deter potential attackers. 

However, weak or medium powers depend more strongly on the alliance as a deterrent to aggressors. 

Any decrease in the power of an alliance partner decreases the security of the state itself. This means 

that weak or medium powers are more invested in maintaining the strength of an alliance and will 

WKHUHIRUH�LQWHUYHQH�LQ�FRQÀLFWV�WKDW�WKH\�GLG�QRW�RULJLQDWH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�WKHLU�DOOLDQFH�PHP-

bers do not lose. 

7KLV�DUJXPHQW�KDV�EHHQ�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�GDWD�JDWKHUHG�IURP�WKH�&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU�3URMHFW��7KH�

GDWD�VKRZHG�WKDW�IRU�ERWK�ZHDN�DQG�PHGLXP�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV��DOOLDQFH�PHPEHUVKLS�ZLWK�D�FRQÀLFW�

RULJLQDWRU�KDG�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�RI�WKH�VWDWH�WR�HQWHU�LQWR�D�FRQÀLFW�WKDW�LW�GLG�QRW�

LQLWLDWH��+RZHYHU��WKH�VDPH�OHYHO�RI�VLJQL¿FDQFH�ZDV�QRW�IRXQG�IRU�KLJK�SRZHUHG�VWDWHV��7KXV��WKH�¿UVW�

K\SRWKHVLV��WKDW�D�JUHDW�SRZHU�RU�VWURQJ�VWDWH�ZLOO�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�IHHO�FRPSHOOHG�WR�MRLQ�LQ�FRQÀLFWV�

initiated by alliance partners because the state is stable enough that changes in the strength of alliance 

member do not impact the security of the state, has been supported by this study. The second hy-

SRWKHVLV��WKDW�D�ZHDN�RU�PHGLXP�SRZHU�VWDWH�ZLOO�EH�FRPSHOOHG�WR�MRLQ�LQ�FRQÀLFWV�LQLWLDWHG�E\�DOOLDQFH�

SDUWQHUV��HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKH�FRQÀLFW�PD\�JR�DJDLQVW�WKH�VWDWH¶V�GHVLUHV�RU�WKH�PDQGDWH�RI�WKH�DOOLDQFH�KDV�

also been supported by the data. This indicates that the explanation of alliance behavior backed by the 

logic of rational deterrence is more accurate than the explanations provided by the grievance model, 

ZKLFK�SUHGLFWV�WKDW�WKLV�MRLQLQJ�EHKDYLRU�ZRXOG�QRW�RFFXU�DFURVV�DOO�WKUHH�JURXSV��RU�WKH�5XELFRQ�

model, which predicts that it would occur uniformly across the groups.    

However, there were some challenges associated with this study that may have an impact on 

WKH�UHVXOWV��'XH�WR�WLPH�FRQVWUDLQWV��WKH�WHVWV�RI�WKH�K\SRWKHVHV�ZHUH�RQO\�FDUULHG�RXW�RQ�FRQÀLFWV�RF-

FXUULQJ�ZLWKLQ�D�¿YH�\HDU�SHULRG��0RUH�DFFXUDWH�UHVXOWV�PLJKW�EH�REWDLQHG�ZLWK�IXUWKHU�VWXG\�DQG�DQ�

expansion of the dataset to include more cases. In addition, it was impossible to include data for each 

RI�WKH�VWDWHV�WKDW�ZHUH�LQ�DQ�DOOLDQFH�ZLWK�DQ�RULJLQDWRU�EXW�GLG�QRW�GHFLGH�WR�HQWHU�LQWR�WKH�FRQÀLFW��

7KH�GDWDVHW�WKDW�WKLV�VWXG\�ZDV�EDVHG�RQ�GLIIHUHQWLDWHG�RULJLQDWRUV�IURP�MRLQHUV�LQ�FRQÀLFWV��EXW�GLG�

QRW�LGHQWLI\�VWDWHV�WKDW�GLG�QRW�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�FRQÀLFW�DW�DOO��,W�LV�IDLUO\�HDV\�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�ZK\�
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this would be the case. The number of cases would expand exponentially if every single state were 

LQFOXGHG�IRU�HDFK�FRQÀLFW�UHFRUG��+RZHYHU��WKLV�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�GDWD�XVHG�IRU�WKLV�VWXG\�FDQQRW�WDNH�

LQWR�DFFRXQW�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�RI�VWDWHV�QRW�WR�MRLQ�DQG�FDQ�RQO\�WHVW�ZKHWKHU�WKH�VWDWH�LV�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�MRLQ�

when they are in an alliance with the originator or not. A more comprehensive study would have to 

LQFOXGH�VWDWHV�LQ�DQ�DOOLDQFH�ZLWK�DQ�RULJLQDWRU�WKDW�GHFLGHG�QRW�WR�MRLQ�DW�DOO���

'HVSLWH�WKHVH�GUDZEDFNV��WKH�¿QGLQJV�RI�WKLV�VWXG\�DOORZ�IRU�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�GHWHU-

UHQFH�DQG�EHKDYLRU�ZLWKLQ�DOOLDQFHV��'HWHUUHQFH�LV�VXSSRVHG�WR�SUHYHQW�FRQÀLFW�E\�DOORZLQJ�VWDWHV�WR�

signal the potential costs of an attack to an aggressor. Defensive alliances are supposed to give states 

a larger base of power with which to warn a potential aggressor. However, if states view the power of 

each state within an alliance as vital to their ability to send a credible signal, then states may engage in 

EHKDYLRU�WKDW�DFWXDOO\�PDNHV�WKHP�PRUH�FRQÀLFW�SURQH�WKDQ�WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�ZLWKRXW�WKH�DOOLDQFH��6LQFH�

LW�LV�FOHDU�WKDW�ORZ�DQG�PHGLXP�VWUHQJWK�VWDWHV�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�HQWHU�LQWR�FRQÀLFWV�WKDW�DOOLDQFH�

SDUWQHUV�RULJLQDWH�WKDQ�VWDWHV�WKDW�DUH�QRW�LQ�D�FRQÀLFW��WKH�UHVXOW�LV�WKDW�ZHDNHU�VWDWHV�DUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�

PRUH�FRQÀLFWV�WKDQ�VWURQJ�VWDWHV��,URQLFDOO\��WKHLU�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�WKHVH�FRQÀLFWV�PRVW�OLNHO\�FRQWULE-

utes to their weakness in terms of military strength. Thus, it would seem that weaker states would be 

more secure if they were not in defensive alliances at all.

,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKHVH�¿QGLQJV�KDYH�EURDG�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�IXWXUH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�SROLF\�DQG�WKH�

understanding of deterrence as a whole. This paper began with a puzzle. The United States intervened 

in Libya seemingly solely at the behest of its alliance partners, but refused to intervene in Rwanda, 

GHVSLWH�SUHVVXUH�IURP�VRPH�RI�WKRVH�VDPH�SDUWQHUV��7KH�¿QGLQJV�RI�WKLV�SDSHU�DUH�DEOH�WR�H[SODLQ�WKLV�

FRQXQGUXP��6WURQJ�VWDWHV�RU�JUHDW�SRZHUV�OLNH�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�GHFLGH�WR�HQWHU�LQWR�FRQÀLFW�EDVHG�RQ�

factors other than alliance pressure or the potential of an alliance member to weaken the alliance by 

µORVLQJ¶�D�FRQÀLFW�WKDW�WKH\�LQLWLDWHG��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�FRQFHUQHG�WKDW�

defensive alliance partners will always be able to force the United States into action. Defensive allianc-

es still act to increase the security of the United States overall because they allow access to additional 

VXSSRUW�RU�UHVRXUFHV���7KHVH�DOOLDQFHV�DUH�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�XQOLNHO\�WR�IRUFH�WKH�86�LQWR�DQ\�FRQÀLFW�WKDW�LW�

does not wish to be involved in, despite recent events. It also means that the United States should be 

cautious when intervening in weak or medium strength states that have defensive alliance partners. 

These partners are forced to view any potential loss of strength as a threat and will act to maintain 

WKHLU�VHFXULW\�E\�MRLQLQJ�LQ�WR�DQ\�FRQÀLFW�LQ�ZKLFK�DOOLDQFH�SDUWQHUV�DUH�LQYROYHG��
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Appendix 1: Histogram of State Strength
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Appendix 2: Chi-Square Test Results

State Strength X2 P-Value Cramer’s V

Low ������ .000 ����

Medium ����� .012 ����

High ����� ���� -

Total ������ .000 ����
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Appendix 3: Contingency Table 

 
Are they in an alliance with initiator * Did they originate the conflict * statestrength3 Crosstabulation 

Did they originate the conflict 

statestrength3 No Yes Total 

Count 12 189 201 No Alliance 

% within Are they in an 

alliance with initiator 

6.0% 94.0% 100.0% 

Count 26 42 68 

Are they in an alliance with 

initiator 

Alliance 

% within Are they in an 

alliance with initiator 

38.2% 61.8% 100.0% 

Count 38 231 269 

Low 

Total 

% within Are they in an 

alliance with initiator 

14.1% 85.9% 100.0% 

Count 10 96 106 No Alliance 

% within Are they in an 

alliance with initiator 

9.4% 90.6% 100.0% 

Count 9 25 34 

Are they in an alliance with 

initiator 

Alliance 

% within Are they in an 

alliance with initiator 

26.5% 73.5% 100.0% 

Count 19 121 140 

Medium 

Total 

% within Are they in an 

alliance with initiator 

13.6% 86.4% 100.0% 

Count 12 77 89 No Alliance 

% within Are they in an 

alliance with initiator 

13.5% 86.5% 100.0% 

Count 8 29 37 

Are they in an alliance with 

initiator 

Alliance 

% within Are they in an 

alliance with initiator 

21.6% 78.4% 100.0% 

Count 20 106 126 

High 

Total 

% within Are they in an 

alliance with initiator 

15.9% 84.1% 100.0% 

Count 34 362 396 No Alliance 

% within Are they in an 

alliance with initiator 

8.6% 91.4% 100.0% 

Count 43 96 139 

Are they in an alliance with 

initiator 

Alliance 

% within Are they in an 

alliance with initiator 

30.9% 69.1% 100.0% 

Count 77 458 535 

Total 

Total 

% within Are they in an 

alliance with initiator 

14.4% 85.6% 100.0% 

$SSHQGL[����&RQWLQJHQF\�7DEOH
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A VOTE OF NO (SELF)-CONFIDENCE:
GENDER, SOCIALIZATION, AND POLITICAL AMBITION

AMONG STUDENTS 

Allison Dunatchik

Abstract

In light of women’s underrepresentation in student government, this paper investigates to what 

extent levels of political ambition differ between male and female students and why at American 

8QLYHUVLW\��&XUUHQW�OLWHUDWXUH�UHJDUGLQJ�ZRPHQ¶V�XQGHUUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�LQ�HOHFWHG�RI¿FH�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�

gender differences in levels of political ambition in political pipeline careers explain much of women’s 

ORZHU�OLNHOLKRRG�WR�UXQ�IRU�DQG�VHUYH�LQ�HOHFWHG�RI¿FH��7KLV�ERG\�RI�VFKRODUVKLS�¿QGV�WKDW�ZRPHQ¶V�

SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ�LV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�GLPLQLVKHG�E\�WUDGLWLRQDO�VH[�UROH�VRFLDOL]DWLRQ�DQG�WUDGLWLRQDO�YLHZV�

of the political realm. Because research shows that participation in student government and political 

DFWLYLWLHV��VXFK�DV�YROXQWHHULQJ�IRU�D�FDPSDLJQ��LQ�\RXQJ�DGXOWKRRG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�LQFUHDVHV�KLJK�OHYHO�

FLYLF�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�ODWHU�LQ�OLIH��WKLV�VWXG\�¿OOV�D�JDS�LQ�FXUUHQW�UHVHDUFK�E\�DQDO\]LQJ�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�

socialization and traditional views on levels of students’ political ambition at American University.

Introduction

According to the American University website, the Princeton Review named American Univer-

VLW\��$8��WKH�QDWLRQ¶V�VHFRQG�PRVW�SROLWLFDOO\�DFWLYH�FDPSXV�LQ����������SHUFHQW�RI�VWXGHQWV�UHSRUW�

WKDW�³NHHSLQJ�XS�WR�GDWH�ZLWK�SROLWLFDO�DIIDLUV´�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�WKHP��7KH�XQLYHUVLW\�ERDVWV�LPSUHVVLYH�

reputations for its School of International Service and School of Public Affairs.  It also reports that 

ZRPHQ�PDNH�XS�URXJKO\����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�VWXGHQW�ERG\��<HW�IHPDOH�VWXGHQWV�RFFXSLHG�RQO\����RXW�RI�

���HOHFWHG�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�SRVLWLRQV�LQ�WKH�����������DFDGHPLF�\HDU��DQG�RQO\����RI�WKH����FDQGL-

GDWHV�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH�LQ������ZHUH�ZRPHQ���7KHVH�QXPEHUV�DUH�VWULNLQJO\�VLPLODU�WR�WKH����SHUFHQW�

RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�WKH�8�6��&RQJUHVV�DQG�WKH����SHUFHQW�RI�IHPDOH�JRYHUQRUV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��&$:3�

������

The dearth of female students in student government at American University, despite their over-

UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�RYHUDOO�SRSXODWLRQ��VXJJHVWV�VLJQL¿FDQW�JHQGHU�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ��

RU�WKH�GHVLUH�DQG�LQWHQW�WR�UXQ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH���%DVHG�RQ�WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�D�VXUYH\�RI�$8�VWXGHQWV��

this research provides empirical evidence of the gender gap in political ambition and sheds light on 

WKH�UHDVRQV�LW�H[LVWV���,�¿QG�WKDW�ZKLOH�VH[�GRHV�QRW�DOZD\V�GLUHFWO\�SUHGLFW�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ�DPRQJ�

VWXGHQWV��VLJQL¿FDQWO\�JHQGHUHG�GLIIHUHQFHV�H[LVW�ZLWKLQ�RWKHU�IDFWRUV�WKDW�PRUH�GLUHFWO\�SUHGLFW�

ambition.  Women’s political ambition is substantially depressed by lowered self-assessments of their 

TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�WR�VHUYH�LQ�RI¿FH��DQG�D�OHVV�SROLWLFL]HG�XSEULQJLQJ�

Determining the factors at work in hindering political ambition in female students at American 

University is important for several reasons. First, the fact that women are much less likely to run for 

RI¿FH�HYHQ�DW�WKH�FROOHJH�OHYHO�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�D�QXPEHU�RI�IDFWRUV�SROLWLFDO�VFLHQWLVWV�RIWHQ�SURSRVH�WR�
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H[SODLQ�ZRPHQ¶V�XQGHUUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�LQ�HOHFWLYH�RI¿FH�DUH�LQVXI¿FLHQW��%HFDXVH�LVVXHV�OLNH�IXQG�

raising capabilities, sexist media coverage, and family responsibilities are not applicable in studies of 

student government, the persistent dearth of women running for and serving in student government 

suggests that other factors are at work.

7KH�XQGHUUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�PD\�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�

women, in general, perceive leadership as either unappealing or unattainable. In light of the fact that 

WKH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�FLWL]HQV�IHHO�WKH\�FRXOG�PDNH�D�VXFFHVVIXO�UXQ�IRU�HOHFWLYH�RI¿FH�LV�DQ�LQGLFDWRU�RI�

D�GHPRFUDF\¶V�SROLWLFDO�OHJLWLPDF\��JHQGHU�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ�DUH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�SUREOHP���

%\�WUDQVODWLQJ�/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[¶V��������������ZRUN�WR�WKH�FROOHJH�OHYHO��WKLV�VWXG\�VHHNV�WR�DGG�WR�WKH�

pool of scholarship dedicated to gender and political ambition by reaching respondents while they are 

LQ�HDUO\�SKDVHV�RI�IRUPXODWLQJ�DPELWLRQ�DQG�YLHZV�RI�HOHFWHG�RI¿FH�

Conceptual Framework

Political ambition is central to the study of political science because of its relationship to demo-

cratic governance and political legitimacy.  The degree to which citizens are willing to participate in 

SROLWLFV�RU�UXQ�IRU�SXEOLF�RI¿FH�LV�D�NH\�PHDVXUH�LQ�DVVHVVLQJ�WKH�OHJLWLPDF\�RI�GHPRFUDF\�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�

6WDWHV��)R[�DQG�/DZOHVV���������������)XUWKHU��DV�7KRPDV��������DUJXHV��³$�JRYHUQPHQW�WKDW�LV�

democratically organized cannot be truly legitimate if all its citizens . . . do not have a potential inter-

HVW�LQ�DQG�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�VHUYLQJ�WKHLU�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�QDWLRQ´��VHH�DOVR�0DQVEULGJH�������9HUED��

6FKOR]PDQ�DQG�%UDG\��������,I�LQWHUHVW�LQ�VHHNLQJ�RI¿FH�LV�UHVWULFWHG�WR�FLWL]HQV�ZLWK�FHUWDLQ�GHPR-

JUDSKLF�SUR¿OHV��WKHQ�VHULRXV�TXHVWLRQV�HPHUJH�UHJDUGLQJ�ERWK�GHVFULSWLYH�DQG�VXEVWDQWLYH�UHSUHVHQ-

WDWLRQ��/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[�������������

,Q�WKLV�VWXG\��,�GHYHORS�DQG�H[DPLQH�HDUO\�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ��RU�SRWHQWLDO�LQWHUHVW�LQ�RI¿FH�VHHN-

LQJ��D�W\SH�RI�DPELWLRQ�WKDW�SUHFHGHV�WKH�DFWXDO�GHFLVLRQ�WR�HQWHU�D�VSHFL¿F�SROLWLFDO�FRQWHVW���5HVHDUFK�

¿QGV�WKDW�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ�LQ�VWXGHQWV�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�DFWLYLWLHV�OLNH�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�JUHDWO\�

LQFUHDVH�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO¶V�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH�ODWHU�LQ�OLIH��*ODQYLOOH����������)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��

WKLV�VWXG\�LV�WDLORUHG�WR�DQDO\]H�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�ERWK�SXEOLF�RI¿FH�DQG�VWXGHQW�JRY-

ernment.

Literature Review

([LVWLQJ�([SODQDWLRQV��'LVFULPLQDWLRQ��WKH�3LSHOLQH��WKH�,QVWLWXWLRQ��DQG�)DPLO\

7KURXJKRXW�WKH�����V�DQG�����V��PRVW�SROLWLFDO�VFLHQWLVWV�H[SODLQHG�WKH�ODFN�RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�SROLWLFV�

as a result of gender-based discrimination.  In other words, that the American electorate did not sup-

SRUW�ZRPHQ�FDQGLGDWHV��%R[HU�������.LUNSDWULFN���������6XUYH\�GDWD�IURP�WKRVH�GHFDGHV�UHYHDO�WKDW��

LQGHHG��WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�HOHFWRUDWH�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�PHQ�ZHUH�EHWWHU�VXLWHG�HPRWLRQDOO\�

IRU�SROLWLFV��/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[�������)LJ���������,Q�������KRZHYHU��WKH�VR�FDOOHG�³<HDU�RI�WKH�:RPDQ�´�

WKH�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�ZRPHQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�DQG�HOHFWHG�WR�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�VXEVWDQ-

WLDOO\�GLVFUHGLWHG�WKH�³GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�H[SODQDWLRQ´��'RODQ���������$�QXPEHU�RI�VWXGLHV�GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�

WKDW�ZRPHQ¶V�HOHFWRUDO�VXFFHVV�UDWHV�DUH�FRPSDUDEOH�WR�PHQ¶V��'RODQ�������DQG�SROOLQJ�GDWD�VKRZLQJ�

WKDW����SHUFHQW�RI�$PHULFDQV�ZRXOG�EH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�YRWH�IRU�D�IHPDOH�SUHVLGHQWLDO�FDQGLGDWH��)UDQNRYLF�

������HOLFLW�IXUWKHU�VNHSWLFLVP�RYHU�WKH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�XQGHUUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�HOHFWHG�

RI¿FH�FDQ�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�HOHFWRUDWH�



��

:KLOH�VFKRODUV�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�KDYH��E\�DQG�ODUJH��UHMHFWHG�WKH�³GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�H[SODQDWLRQ�´�WKH\�

have turned to a number of institutional explanations in its place. One such explanation contends that 

ZRPHQ�DUH�XQGHUUHSUHVHQWHG�LQ�HOHFWLYH�RI¿FH�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�XQGHUUHSUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�FDUHHUV�WKDW�

W\SLFDOO\�OHDG�WR�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH�±�ODZ��EXVLQHVV��DQG�HGXFDWLRQ���'DUF\��:HOFK�DQG�&ODUN��������

FRQWHQG�WKDW�ZRPHQ�DUH�W\SLFDOO\�UHOHJDWHG�WR�³SLQN�JKHWWR´�RFFXSDWLRQV��VXFK�DV�FOHULFDO�ZRUN��QXUV-

LQJ��DQG�WHDFKLQJ�DW�WKH�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRRO�OHYHO�±�RFFXSDWLRQV�WKDW�GR�QRW�JHQHUDOO\�OHDG�WR�UXQQLQJ�

IRU�RI¿FH���7KLV�H[SODQDWLRQ�LPSOLHV�WKDW�DV�ZRPHQ�EHFRPH�PRUH�QXPHURXV�LQ�VR�FDOOHG�SLSHOLQH�

FDUHHUV��WKHLU�QXPEHUV�ZLOO�DOVR�LQFUHDVH�LQ�HOHFWLYH�RI¿FH���:RPHQ�KDYH�PDGH�VLJQL¿FDQW�SURJUHVV�LQ�

WKH�ZRUNIRUFH�LQ�UHFHQW�GHFDGHV���'HVSLWH�WKLV�SURJUHVV��KRZHYHU��ZRPHQ�DUH�VWLOO�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�XQGHU-

UHSUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�WRS�WLHUV�RI�ODZ��DFDGHPLF�DQG�EXVLQHVV�FDUHHUV��/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[�������

The incumbency advantage also hinders women’s capacity to make substantial gains in represen-

WDWLRQ��'DUF\��:HOFK�DQG�&ODUN��������7KH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�LQFXPEHQWV�VHHN�UHHOHFWLRQ���$PRQJ�WKRVH�

ZKR�GR�VHHN�UHHOHFWLRQ��VXFFHVV�UDWHV�WRS����SHUFHQW��'DUF\��:HOFK�DQG�&ODUN��������%HFDXVH�PHQ�

PDNH�XS�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�LQFXPEHQWV��WKH�SROLWLFDO�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�SRWHQWLDO�ZRPHQ�FDQGLGDWHV�DUH�

OLPLWHG�WR�RSHQ�VHDW�HOHFWLRQV�DQG�ZHDN�LQFXPEHQWV��/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[�������

In addition to these institutional barriers to entry, social scientists point a number of social 

EDUULHUV�WR�H[SODLQ�ZRPHQ¶V�XQGHUUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�LQ�HOHFWHG�RI¿FH��2QH�RI�VXFK�H[SODQDWLRQ�KROGV�WKDW�

EHFDXVH�ZRPHQ�DUH�VWLOO�SULPDULO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�EXON�RI�KRXVHKROG�DQG�FKLOG�FDUH�WDVNV��WKH\�¿QG�

WKH�SURVSHFW�RI�UXQQLQJ�IRU�DQG�VHUYLQJ�LQ�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�OHVV�IHDVLEOH�WKDQ�GR�PHQ��ZKR�DUH�W\SLFDOO\�

XQHQFXPEHUHG�E\�VXFK�REOLJDWLRQV��/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[���������'HVSLWH�WKH�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WZR�LQFRPH�

households in recent decades, and the slackening of rigid sex roles, a number of surveys continue to 

¿QG�WKDW�ZRPHQ�VSHQG�WZLFH�DV�PDQ\�KRXUV�DV�PHQ�RQ�KRXVHKROG�DQG�FKLOG�FDUH�WDVNV��/DZOHVV�DQG�

)R[���������:KLOH�WKLV�H[SODQDWLRQ�OLNHO\�SOD\V�VRPH�UROH�LQ�ZRPHQ¶V�GHVLUH�DQG�DELOLW\�WR�UXQ�IRU�DQG�

VHUYH�LQ�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH��WKH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�FRUUHODWLRQ�H[LVWV�LV�XQFOHDU��/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[�������

������/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[������������¿QG�FRQVLGHUDEOH�TXDOLWDWLYH�HYLGHQFH�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�QRWLRQ�WKDW�

ZRPHQ¶V�GXWLHV�DV�SULPDU\�FDUHWDNHUV�RI�WKH�KRXVHKROG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�FRQVWULFW�WKHLU�FDSDFLW\�WR�VHUL-

RXVO\�FRQVLGHU�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH��SRLQWLQJ�RXW�WKDW�ZRPHQ�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�³IRUFHG�WR�UHFRQFLOH�WKHLU�

careers and families” in a way that men are not.  However, that qualitative evidence is complicated by 

WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKHLU�TXDQWLWDWLYH�DQDO\VLV�¿QGV�WKDW�IDPLO\�UROHV�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�GR�QRW�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�

SUHGLFW�ZKHWKHU�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�FRQVLGHUV�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH��/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[�����������

$�1HZ�7DNH��([SORULQJ�*HQGHU�'LIIHUHQFHV�LQ�3ROLWLFDO�$PELWLRQ

)LQGLQJ�WKHVH�H[SODQDWLRQV�LQVXI¿FLHQW�LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKH�JURZLQJ�HYLGHQFH�DJDLQVW�WKHP��/DZOHVV�

DQG�)R[��������������GHYHORS�WKH�³SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ´�H[SODQDWLRQ��ZKLFK�DUJXHV�WKDW�ZRPHQ¶V�XQGHU-

UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�LQ�SROLWLFV�SHUVLVWV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�GR�QRW�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH�DV�RIWHQ�DV�PHQ���7DNLQJ�LQWR�

consideration Darcy, Welch and Clark’s eligibility pool explanation, Lawless and Fox sample men and 

ZRPHQ�IURP�WKH�HOLJLELOLW\�SRRO�±�ODZ\HUV��EXVLQHVV�H[HFXWLYHV��HGXFDWRUV��DQG�SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLVWV�±�DQG�

¿QG�WKDW�ZRPHQ�DUH�OHVV�OLNHO\�WKDQ�VLPLODUO\�VLWXDWHG�PHQ�WR�FRQVLGHU�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH��7KH\�DWWUL-

bute the gender gap in political ambition to three manifestations of traditional gender socialization.

First, notions of traditional family roles impress upon both women and men the expectation 

WKDW�ZRPHQ�VKRXOG�EHDU�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�D�PDMRULW\�RI�KRXVHKROG�DQG�FKLOG�UDLVLQJ�WDVNV��0\ULDG�

HPSLULFDO�VWXGLHV�FRQWLQXH�WR�¿QG�WKDW�PDUULHG�ZRPHQ�LQ�WZR�FDUHHU�KRXVHKROGV�FRQWLQXH�WR�SHUIRUP�

������SHUFHQW�RI�KRXVHKROG�WDVNV��$FKHQ�DQG�6WDIIRUG�������%LWWPDQ�DQG�:DFMPDQ��������%HFDXVH�

Dunatchik
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ZRPHQ�KDYH�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�H[SHFWDWLRQ�WR�IXO¿OO�IDPLO\�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV��PDQ\�ZRPHQ�¿QG�EDODQF-

LQJ�FDUHHUV�ZLWK�KRPH�OLIH�FKDOOHQJLQJ��DQG�SHUFHLYH�WKH�LGHD�RI�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH�DV�DQ�XQDSSHDOLQJ�

³WKLUG�MRE´��/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[���������%HFDXVH�PHQ�GR�QRW�H[SHULHQFH�IDPLO\�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�H[SHFWD-

WLRQV�WR�WKH�VDPH�H[WHQW�ZRPHQ�GR��HQWHULQJ�SROLWLFV�GRHV�QRW�LPSRVH�RQ�WKHLU�FDSDFLW\�WR�IXO¿OO�WKHLU�

personal and professional obligations.

Second, because existing governmental institutions were created by men and are controlled by 

PHQ��WKH\�HPERG\�DQG�SHUSHWXDWH�DQ�³HWKRV�RI�PDVFXOLQLW\´�WKDW�DSSODXGV�DQG�UHZDUGV�GLVSOD\V�RI�

PDVFXOLQLW\��VW\PLHLQJ�WKH�LQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ�LQWR�SROLWLFV��/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[�����������)RU�H[DPSOH��

/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[�����������SRLQW�RXW�WKDW�ZKHQ�LQGLYLGXDOV�FRQVLGHU�WKH�SURVSHFW�RI�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH��

³WKH\�PXVW�UHO\�RQ�WKH�VXSSRUW�RI�QXPHURXV�SROLWLFDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV´�±�PRVW�ZKLFK�DUH�GRPLQDWHG�E\�

PHQ���/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[��������������¿QG�WKDW�UHFHLYLQJ�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�WR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH�IURP�DFWRUV�

ZLWKLQ�WKHVH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�LV�WKH�PRVW�VLJQL¿FDQW�SUHGLFWRU�RI�VHULRXVO\�FRQVLGHULQJ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH���

7KH\�GHWHUPLQH�WKDW�ZKLOH�ERWK�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�DUH�PXFK�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH�ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH�

recruited, in reality, women are much less likely to be recruited.

7KLUG��D�³JHQGHUHG�SV\FKH´�ZKHUH�ZRPHQ�RYHUORRN�WKHLU�PDUJLQDOL]DWLRQ�LQ�WKH�SXEOLF�VSKHUH�LQ�

favor of a patriarchal system that makes many women feel protected and valued in their traditional 

UROHV�PDNHV�SROLWLFV�D�VXLWDEOH�FDUHHU�IRU�PHQ��EXW�RQH�WKDW�³GRHV�QRW�HYHQ�DSSHDU�RQ�WKH�UDGDU�VFUHHQ�

IRU�PDQ\�ZRPHQ´��/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[����������������*HQGHUHG�VRFLDOL]DWLRQ�OHDGV�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�WR�

gravitate toward traditionally male and female occupations. A number of studies on gender social-

L]DWLRQ�¿QG�WKDW�ZRPHQ�WHQG�QRW�WR�EH�VRFLDOL]HG�WR�GHYHORS�PDQ\�RI�WKH�WUDLWV�WKDW�DUH�DGPLUHG�DQG�

UHZDUGHG�LQ�SROLWLFV��VXFK�DV�FRQ¿GHQFH��DVVHUWLYHQHVV��DQG�VHOI�SURPRWLRQ���/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[¶V��������

������VWXG\�¿QGV�WKDW�ZRPHQ�DUH�PXFK�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�GRXEW�DQG�XQGHUVWDWH�WKHLU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�WR�

VHUYH�LQ�HOHFWHG�RI¿FH��SURYLGLQJ�FRPSHOOLQJ�HPSLULFDO�HYLGHQFH�RI�WKHVH�WHQGHQFLHV�

Although Lawless and Fox provide an excellent investigation into early political ambition and 

the early political socialization factors that contribute to ambition, because their study focuses on 

men and women who are already established in careers within the political pipeline, they are not able 

to examine the gender dynamics of political ambition among adolescents and young adults.  In their 

FRQFOXGLQJ�FKDSWHU��/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[�������������UHLWHUDWH�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�SROLWLFDO�VRFLDOL]DWLRQ�LQ�

WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ��UHPDUNLQJ��³)RU�PRVW�SHRSOH��FKRRVLQJ�WR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH�LV�QRW�

a spontaneous decision; rather, it is the culmination of a long, personal evolution that often stretches 

EDFN�LQWR�HDUO\�IDPLO\�OLIH�´��7KH\�SRLQW�RXW�WKDW�³:RPHQ¶V�JUHDWHU�VHQVH�RI�VHOI�GRXEW�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�

their abilities to enter the political arena is one of the most complex barriers to their emergence as 

FDQGLGDWHV�´�DQG�FDOOV�IRU�UHVHDUFKHUV�WR�³H[SORUH�WKH�RULJLQV�RI�WKHVH�GRXEWV«WKDW�DIIHFW�ZKHWKHU�DQG�

KRZ�ZRPHQ�DQG�PHQ�FRPH�WR�YLHZ�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�FDQGLGDWHV´��/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[������������

)HZ�VWXGLHV�KDYH�DWWHPSWHG�WR�DQVZHU�WKDW�FDOO���,Q�RQH�VXFK�VWXG\��6PLWK��������¿QGV�D�QXPEHU�

RI�VLPLODULWLHV�DPRQJ�WKH�FRQFHUQV�RI�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�UHJDUGLQJ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH���6KH�

¿QGV�WKDW�D�JUHDWHU�FRQFHUQ�IRU�VHOI�SUHVHQWDWLRQDO�LVVXHV��ZKLFK�VKH�GH¿QHV�DV�WKHLU�OHYHO�RI�FRPIRUW�

LQ�VXEMHFWLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�SXEOLF�VFUXWLQ\��UHODWLYH�WR�ORJLVWLFDO�LVVXHV��WKRVH�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�DFWXDO�

DFW�RI�UXQQLQJ�D�FDPSDLJQ��PDNHV�ZRPHQ�DQG�PHQ�OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�DPELWLRXV�DQG�WKDW�ZRPHQ�DQG�

PHQ�EHQH¿W�IURP�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�WR�FRQVLGHU�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH��6PLWK�FRQFOXGHV��KRZHYHU��WKDW�

self-presentation and impression management issues rank higher as obstacles for young women than 

for young men. Moreover, men and women differ in their perception of impression management 
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REVWDFOHV�WR�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH��:KLOH�WKLV�VWXG\�SURYLGHV�XVHIXO�LQVLJKW�LQWR�\RXQJ�ZRPHQ¶V�FRQFHUQV�

DERXW�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH��6PLWK�GRHV�QRW�LQFOXGH�D�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�FRPSRQHQW���%HFDXVH��IRU�PRVW�

\RXQJ�ZRPHQ��WKH�SRWHQWLDO�GHFLVLRQ�WR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH�LV�\HDUV�DQG�OLNHO\�GHFDGHV�GRZQ�WKH�URDG��LW�LV�

important to include an element of closer temporal proximity.

0LOOHU�DQG�.UDXV��������SURYLGH�RQH�RI�WKH�IHZ�H[LVWLQJ�VWXGLHV�RI�JHQGHU�GLYLVLRQ�LQ�VWXGHQW�

JRYHUQPHQW�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��7KH\�¿QG�WKDW�DOWKRXJK�ZRPHQ�KROG�QHDUO\�KDOI�����SHUFHQW�RQ�DYHUDJH��RI�

VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�SRVLWLRQV��WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�OHDGHUV�����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�VWXGHQW�

JRYHUQPHQW�SUHVLGHQWV�DQG�YLFH�SUHVLGHQWV��DUH�PHQ��%XW�WKLV�VWXG\�GRHV�QRW�DGHTXDWHO\�DGGUHVV�WKH�

UHDVRQV�EHKLQG�WKLV�XQGHUUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKHUH�DUH�VHULRXV�ÀDZV�ZLWK�WKLV�VWXG\��WKH�PRVW�

SUHGRPLQDQW�EHLQJ�LWV�ODFN�RI�VFKRODUO\�IRXQGDWLRQ�DQG�LWV�IDLOXUH�WR�RIIHU�FRPSHOOLQJ�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�IRU�

WKHLU�UHVHDUFK�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH�

$�JURZLQJ�ERG\�RI�UHVHDUFK�¿QGV�WKDW��LQGHHG��WKHUH�LV�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�LQ�VWXG\LQJ�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLFL-

pation and involvement in activities like student government at a young age.  A number of studies 

show that participating in certain activities during adolescence and early adulthood leads to increased 

OHYHOV�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��*ODQYLOOH��������¿QGV��IRU�H[DPSOH��WKDW�HYHQ�FRQWUROOLQJ�IRU�SHUVRQDO-

ity traits and political attitudes, participation in extra curricular activities plays a role in developing 

political involvement.  In particular, participation in student government correlates to increased civic 

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��$OWKRXJK�WKLV�VWXG\�GRHV�QRW�DWWHPSW�WR�¿QG�D�GLUHFW�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�

LQ�H[WUD�FXUULFXODU�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH��LW�VWDQGV�WR�UHDVRQ�WKDW�WKH�LQFUHDVHG�FLYLF�HQJDJH-

ment that results involvement in student government could lead to political ambition and the decision 

WR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH�LQ�DGXOWKRRG�

Hypotheses

Current research on gender dynamics of political ambition indicates that sex-role socialization 

�KRZ�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�VRFLDOL]HG�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�WUDGLWLRQDO�JHQGHU�UROHV��DQG�JHQGHU�GLVFUHSDQFLHV�LQ�

VHOI�HYDOXDWLRQ��KRZ�LQGLYLGXDOV�SHUFHLYH�DQG�DVVHV�WKHLU�RZQ�DELOLWLHV��VLJQL¿FDQWO\�LQÀXHQFH�OHYHOV�

RI�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ��RU�WKH�GHVLUH�WR�UXQ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH��DPRQJ�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ��*ODQYLOOH�������

/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[�������6PLWK��������5HVHDUFK�¿QGV�WKDW�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�DVFULEH�WR�WUDGLWLRQDO�

sex-role orientations are more likely to perceive politics as a realm inappropriate for women, and to 

¿QG�ZRPHQ�OHVV�HPRWLRQDOO\�VXLWDEOH�WR�VHUYH�LQ�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH��/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[��������5HVHDUFK�

DOVR�VKRZV�WKDW�ZRPHQ�WHQG�WR�EH�PRUH�FULWLFDO�RI�WKHLU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�WKDQ�VLPLODUO\�VLWXDWHG�PHQ�LQ�

FRQVLGHULQJ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH��/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[�������6PLWK��������%DVHG�RQ�WKHVH�¿QGLQJV��,�H[SHFW�

WR�¿QG�WKDW�

1. Men have higher levels of political ambition than women with regard to both running for 

VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�UXQQLQJ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�

���6HOI�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�DQG�DGKHUHQFH�WR�WUDGLWLRQDO�JHQGHU�UROHV�DUH�IDFWRUV�DW�ZRUN�

in explaining male and female students’ levels of political ambition.1

Study Design

'UDZLQJ�LQVSLUDWLRQ�IURP�/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[¶V��������������&LWL]HQ�3ROLWLFDO�$PELWLRQ�6WXG\��,�

FUHDWHG�D�VXUYH\��VHH�$SSHQGL[�$��FRQVLVWLQJ�RI����TXHVWLRQV�GHVLJQHG�WR�VKHG�OLJKW�XSRQ�WKH�QDWXUH�

1  See Appendix B for a full explanation of variables used in this study. 
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of political ambition among students at American University, as well as the factors that impact their 

level of ambition. The survey was designed and administered through the online survey tool, Survey 

Monkey.

The data collection period spanned for approximately one month. The survey was advertised 

YLD�WKH�VRFLDO�QHWZRUNLQJ�WRRO��)DFHERRN��7RGD\#$8��DQ�RQOLQH�XQLYHUVLW\�QHZVOHWWHU�GHOLYHUHG�WR�DOO�

$PHULFDQ�8QLYHUVLW\�VWXGHQWV���DQG�SRVWHUV�WKURXJKRXW�FDPSXV���$�UDQGRP�VDPSOH�RI�$8�VWXGHQWV�

was invited through Facebook to participate in the survey.  The Today@AU advertisement was 

distributed to the entire AU community, and contained the disclaimer that survey participants must 

be undergraduate students at AU.  Finally, posters were hung on bulletin boards throughout campus, 

advertising the study, emphasizing that only undergraduate students may participate.  As a device to 

attract student participation in my survey, all advertisements emphasized that students participating 

in the study would be entered into a drawing to win one of several prizes.  After the month-long data 

collection process, I compiled survey answers from Survey Monkey and transformed responses into a 

workable data set, coded numerically to facilitate the application of statistical analysis.

Studying political ambition at a young age provides a unique look at political ambition because 

PDQ\�RI�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�DFFHSWHG�EDUULHUV�WR�HQWU\�LQKLELWLQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�HOHFWHG�RI¿FH�

do not apply. Social barriers like family obligations and household duties should not be much of a 

concern, nor should institutional barriers like incumbency or a lower capacity to fundraise since 

students must run every year, are rarely allowed to run more than four years, and campaigns gener-

ally last only one to three weeks and are capped at a modest budget. Concern over gender bias in the 

media is also negligable as student candidates are not likely to receive much coverage, even from their 

university media. Studying political ambition among college students, I am able to control for many of 

WKH�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�FLWHG�UHDVRQV�SUHYHQWLQJ�ZRPHQ�IURP�UHDFKLQJ�JHQGHU�SDULW\�LQ�HOHFWHG�RI¿FH�

7KLV�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�DSSURDFK�KDV�D�IHZ�SRWHQWLDO�SUREOHPV�WR�DGGUHVV��WKH�¿UVW�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�

selection and response bias.  Because this survey is entirely voluntary, respondents who completed 

the survey may have agreed to participate because of a vested interest in politics and women’s politi-

FDO�OHDGHUVKLS��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�DQ�XQGHUVWDWHPHQW�RI�DQ\�JHQGHUHG�¿QGLQJV�WKDW�HPHUJH���,Q�DGGLWLRQ��

VWXGHQWV�PD\�QRW�KDYH�DFFXUDWHO\�FRQFHSWXDOL]HG�WKH�SURVSHFW�RI�D�UXQ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH��VLQFH�DQ\�

potential run would likely take place well into the future. This study is geared to address ambition to 

UXQ�IRU�ERWK�SXEOLF�RI¿FH�DQG�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�DFFRXQW�IRU�WKLV�SRVVLELOLW\��,W�LV�

ZRUWKZKLOH��QHYHUWKHOHVV��WR�DQDO\]H�VWXGHQWV¶�SHUFHSWLRQV�RI�WKHLU�DFFHVV�WR�SXEOLF�RI¿FH�DV�DQ�LQGLFD-

tor of the status women in American politics and of democracy in the U.S.

Results

*HQGHU��3ROLWLFDO�$PELWLRQ�DQG�6WXGHQW�*RYHUQPHQW

The data supports both of my hypotheses - however, in a more nuanced way than anticipated.  

,Q�D�QXPEHU�RI�WKH�UHJUHVVLRQ�WHVWV�SHUIRUPHG��VH[�LWVHOI�DV�D�YDULDEOH�LV�QRW�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�SUHGLFWRU�RI�

SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ��/RRNLQJ�GHHSHU�LQWR�WKH�GDWD��KRZHYHU��,�¿QG�WKDW�PDQ\�VLJQL¿FDQW�SUHGLFWRUV�RI�

ambition are, in fact, gendered.  Bivariate analyses of these variables reveal that while women may not 

necessarily be more likely to be less ambitious to begin with, they are often substantially disadvan-

WDJHG�LQ�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQW�SUHGLFWRUV�RI�DPELWLRQ���&RQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�SUHYLRXV�UHVHDUFK�DQG�DV�,�SUHGLFWHG�

LQ�+\SRWKHVLV����ERWK�VHOI�DVVHVVPHQWV�RI�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�WR�VHUYH�LQ�RI¿FH�DQG�WUDGLWLRQDO�YLHZV�RI�
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JHQGHU�UROHV�HPHUJH�DV�IDFWRUV�GHSUHVVLQJ�ZRPHQ¶V�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ�±�DOWKRXJK�VHOI�DVVHVVPHQWV�

RI�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�KDYH�D�IDU�JUHDWHU�LPSDFW�RQ�DPELWLRQ�WKDQ�YLHZ�RI�JHQGHU�UROHV�DV�PRVW�ZRPHQ�GR�

UHMHFW�WUDGLWLRQDO�FRQFHSWLRQV�RI�JHQGHU�UROHV���(DUO\�SROLWLFDO�VRFLDOL]DWLRQ�DOVR�SURYHV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�

factor leading to lowered levels of political ambition among women.

0\�PXOWLSOH�UHJUHVVLRQ�DQG�ELYDULDWH�DQDO\VLV�UHVXOWV�DUH�RUJDQL]HG�LQWR�IRXU�VHFWLRQV��7KH�¿UVW�

two sections pertain to ambition to run for student government, while the last two explore ambition 

WR�VHUYH�LQ�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��6HFWLRQ���SUHGLFWV�LQWHUHVW�LQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�

ZKLOH�6HFWLRQ���H[SORUHV�WKH�IDFWRUV�WKDW�SUHGLFW�D�UHVSRQGHQW¶V�VHOI�DVVHVVPHQWV�RI�WKHLU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�

WR�VHUYH�LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW���/LNH�6HFWLRQ����6HFWLRQ���LQYHVWLJDWHV�WKH�IDFWRUV�WKDW�SUHGLFW�LQWHUHVW�

LQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��DQG�6HFWLRQ���SUHGLFWV�UHVSRQGHQWV¶�VHOI�DVVHVVPHQWV�RI�D�

potential future candidacy.

���&RQVLGHULQJ�5XQQLQJ�IRU�6WXGHQW�*RYHUQPHQW�

�

�
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In order to assess the impact of sex, political socialization, views of gender roles, and self-assess-

PHQW�RI�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�WR�VHUYH�LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�RQ�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�D�VWXGHQW�FRQVLGHULQJ�UXQ-

QLQJ�IRU�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW��,�SHUIRUPHG�WZR�UHJUHVVLRQ�DQDO\VHV���7KH�¿UVW�PRGHO�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�7DEOH�

����SUHGLFWV�ZKHWKHU�WKH�UHVSRQGHQW�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW�UXQQLQJ�IRU�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�LV�³VRPHWKLQJ�>KH�

VKH@�ZRXOG�GH¿QLWHO\�OLNH�WR�XQGHUWDNH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�´��7KH�VHFRQG�ORJLVWLF�UHJUHVVLRQ�HTXDWLRQ�SUHGLFWV�

ZKHWKHU�WKH�UHVSRQGHQW�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�UXQQLQJ�IRU�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�LV�³VRPHWKLQJ�>KH�VKH@�ZRXOG�

DEVROXWHO\�QHYHU�GR�´��7KH�PRGHOV�FRQWURO�IRU�VFKRRO�DI¿OLDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�$PHULFDQ�8QLYHUVLW\��LQWHUHVW�LQ�

VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW��DQG�DWWLWXGHV�WRZDUG�WKH�OHJLWLPDF\�DQG�HI¿FDF\�RI�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�

2YHUDOO��WKHVH�PRGHOV�KDYH�PRGHUDWH�H[SODQDWRU\�YDOXH��H[SODLQLQJ����SHUFHQW�DQG����SHUFHQW�RI�

WKH�GHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH�UHVSHFWLYHO\���$V�DQWLFLSDWHG��SRVLWLYH�VHOI�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�WR�VHUYH�

LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�LQFUHDVH�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�KDYLQJ�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�DPELWLRQ�WR�UXQ�

IRU�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW���6WXGHQWV�ZKR�VHOI�DVVHVV�DV�YHU\�TXDOL¿HG�WR�VHUYH�LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�

DUH����SHUFHQW�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�DPELWLRQ�WKDQ�WKRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW���

6RPHZKDW�VXUSULVLQJO\��KRZHYHU��WKHVH�VDPH�VHOI�DVVHVVPHQWV�RI�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�GR�QRW�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�

depress political ambition.

Also as expected, adherence to traditional conceptions of gender roles increases the likelihood 

of having low levels of political ambition for both men and women.  Respondents who agree with the 

VWDWHPHQW�WKDW�³0HQ�DUH�EHWWHU�VXLWHG�HPRWLRQDOO\�IRU�SROLWLFV´�DUH����SHUFHQW�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�

low levels of interest in running for student government ambition.  Contrary to expectations, though, 

UHVSRQGHQWV�ZKR�HVFKHZ�WUDGLWLRQDO�FRQFHSWLRQV�RI�JHQGHU�UROHV�DUH�QRW�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�

exhibit ambition to run for student government.  Bivariate analysis of the relationship between sex 

and the belief that men and women are equally suitable for politics further demonstrates that women 

DUH�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�PRUH�OLNHO\�WKDQ�PHQ�WR�UHMHFW�WUDGLWLRQDO�QRWLRQV�RI�JHQGHU�UROHV�����SHUFHQW�RI�

ZRPHQ�FRPSDUHG�WR����SHUFHQW�RI�PHQ��GLIIHUHQFH�VLJQL¿FDQW�DW�S����������%XW�WKHVH�DWWLWXGHV�GR�QRW�

trigger ambition.

3HUKDSV�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�¿QGLQJ�WR�HPHUJH�IURP�WKH�UHJUHVVLRQ�DQDO\VLV��KRZHYHU��LV�WKDW��

DOWKRXJK�VH[�LV�VLJQL¿FDQW��LW�RSHUDWHV�LQ�WKH�RSSRVLWH�GLUHFWLRQ�WKDQ�H[SHFWHG���0RUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\��

men are 26 percent more likely than women to report no interest in running for student government.  

However, when we turn to whether respondents have taken any concrete steps toward launching a 

campaign, female students are less likely than male students to have investigated how to get their 

QDPH�RQ�WKH�EDOORW�����SHUFHQW�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG����SHUFHQW�RI�PHQ���RU�WR�KDYH�GLVFXVVHG�UXQQLQJ�ZLWK�

VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�����SHUFHQW�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG����SHUFHQW�RI�PHQ���IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\�����DQG�
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���SHUFHQW���RU�RWKHU�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�FRPPXQLW\�����DQG����SHUFHQW��

7KHVH�¿QGLQJV�EHJ�D�EURDGHU�TXHVWLRQ��LI�ZRPHQ�DUH�DV�DPELWLRXV�DV�PHQ�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�

student government, and if women are actually more likely to consider the option of running for 

VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW��WKHQ�ZK\�DUH�WKH\�FRQVLVWHQWO\�XQGHUUHSUHVHQWHG"��:KDW�IDFWRUV�KLQGHU�ZRPHQ�

IURP�DFWLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�DPELWLRQ��DQG�ZK\�GRQ¶W�WKHVH�IDFWRUV�LQKLELW�PHQ�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\"��$V�WKH�GDWD�

presented in Table 1.4 suggest, most men and women feel that they would be more likely to run if they 

had more free time and if there were issues they felt passionately about.  But women would also be 

VLJQL¿FDQWO\�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�UXQ�LI�D�IULHQG�HQFRXUDJHG�WKHP�WR�GR�VR��RU�LI�WKH\�KDG�SUHYLRXV�FDPSDLJQ�

experience.

���6HOI�$VVHVVPHQWV�RI�4XDOL¿FDWLRQV�WR�6HUYH�LQ�6WXGHQW�*RYHUQPHQW

6WXGHQWV�ZKR�VHOI�DVVHVV�DV�KLJKO\�TXDOL¿HG�WR�VHUYH�LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�DUH�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�

more likely to report high levels of ambition to run for student government.  To explain why female 
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students are continually underrepresented in student government, despite being equally as likely 

as male students to have high student government ambition and more likely than male students to 

consider the option of running for student government, I explore the relationship between self-

DVVHVVPHQWV�RI�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�DQG�VH[��$�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�GLIIHUHQFH�FDQ�EH�REVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�

crosstabulation of this survey question, as displayed in Table 2.1. While 11 percent of women reported 

EHOLHYLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�EH�KLJKO\�TXDOL¿HG�����SHUFHQW�RI�PHQ�EHOLHYHG�WKHPVHOYHV�KLJKO\�TXDOL¿HG���

7KLV�JDS�RQO\�ZLGHQV�ZKHQ�ORRNLQJ�DW�ZKHWKHU�UHVSRQGHQWV�EHOLHYH�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�EH�TXDOL¿HG�RU�

KLJKO\�TXDOL¿HG�WR�VHUYH�LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW��:KLOH�QHDUO\����SHUFHQW�RI�ZRPHQ�EHOLHYH�WKHPVHOYHV�

WR�EH�KLJKO\�TXDOL¿HG�RU�TXDOL¿HG�WR�VHUYH��D�IXOO����SHUFHQW�RI�PHQ�EHOLHYH�WKHPVHOYHV�KLJKO\�TXDOL¿HG�

RU�TXDOL¿HG�

I performed two regression tests to explore the factors impacting how respondents self-assess 

WKHLU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�WR�VHUYH�LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW���7KH�¿UVW�PRGHO��7DEOH������SUHGLFWV�ZKHWKHU�

WKH�UHVSRQGHQW�LQGLFDWHG�WKDW��LQ�DVVHVVLQJ�WKHLU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�WR�VHUYH�LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW��WKH\�

EHOLHYH�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�EH�³YHU\�TXDOL¿HG�´�7KH�VHFRQG�PRGHO�SUHGLFWV�ZKHWKHU�WKH�UHVSRQGHQW�LQGL-

FDWHG�WKDW�WKH\�EHOLHYH�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�EH�³QRW�TXDOL¿HG´�WR�VHUYH�LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW���$JDLQ��WKHVH�

PRGHOV�FRQWURO�IRU�VFKRRO�DI¿OLDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�$PHULFDQ�8QLYHUVLW\��LQWHUHVW�LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW��DQG�

DWWLWXGHV�WRZDUG�WKH�OHJLWLPDF\�DQG�HI¿FDF\�RI�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�

These models fare somewhat better than those in the previous section, explaining 26 percent 

RI�WKH�GHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH���7KH�¿UVW�UHJUHVVLRQ�HTXDWLRQ�UHYHDOV�WKDW�VH[�LV�D�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�

IDFWRU�LQ�SUHGLFWLQJ�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�D�UHVSRQGHQW�VHOI�DVVHVVLQJ�DV�³YHU\�TXDOL¿HG´�WR�VHUYH�LQ�VWXGHQW�

JRYHUQPHQW��$OO�HOVH�HTXDO��ZRPHQ�DUH���SHUFHQW�OHVV�OLNHO\�WKDQ�PHQ�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�KLJKO\�

TXDOL¿HG���7KH�VHFRQG�PRGHO��KRZHYHU��UHYHDOV�WKDW�VH[�GRHV�QRW�SUHGLFW�VHOI�DVVHVVPHQWV�RI�³QRW�

TXDOL¿HG�´
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Contrary to expectations, adherence to traditional conceptions of gender roles does not predict 

VHOI�DVVHVVPHQWV��%XW�SROLWLFDO�VRFLDOL]DWLRQ��OHYHOV�RI�SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLW\��DQG�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�ZLQQLQJ�D�

FDPSDLJQ�DUH�VLJQL¿FDQW�IDFWRUV��0RUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\��UHVSRQGHQWV�ZKR�UHFHLYHG�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�SDUHQWDO�

HQFRXUDJHPHQW�WR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�DUH����SHUFHQW�OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�VHOI�DVVHVV�DV�XQTXDOL¿HG�WR�

serve in student government.  Turning to the cross tabulation of parental encouragement growing up 
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DFURVV�JHQGHU�LQ�7DEOH������WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�VH[�DQG�OHYHOV�RI�SDUHQWDO�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�JURZ-

LQJ�XS�LV�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW���:KLOH����SHUFHQW�RI�ZRPHQ�UHSRUWHG�UHFHLYLQJ�³IUHTXHQW´�HQFRXUDJH-

PHQW�IURP�WKHLU�SDUHQWV�����SHUFHQW�RI�PHQ�UHSRUWHG�³IUHTXHQW´�HQFRXUDJHPHQW��:RPHQ�UHSRUWHG�

UHFHLYLQJ�QR�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�DW�DOO�PXFK�PRUH�IUHTXHQWO\�WKDQ�PHQ��ZLWK����SHUFHQW�UHSRUWLQJ�QR�HQ-

FRXUDJHPHQW��FRPSDUHG�WR����SHUFHQW�RI�PHQ��%HFDXVH�ODFN�RI�SDUHQWDO�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�LV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�

factor in depressing levels of self-assessment, this gender difference provides important insight into 

WKH�IDFWRUV�KROGLQJ�ZRPHQ�EDFN�IURP�EHOLHYLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�TXDOL¿HG�

7KH�QXPEHU�RI�DFWLYLWLHV�UHVSRQGHQWV�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�LV�DOVR�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�SUHGLFWRU�RI�VHOI�DVVHVVLQJ�

DV�KLJKO\�TXDOL¿HG�WR�VHUYH�LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW��$V�GHPRQVWUDWHG�LQ�7DEOH������HDFK�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�

number of activities in which a respondent participates results in an averaged 2.2 percent increase 

LQ�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�WKDW�WKH\�VHOI�DVVHVV�DV�KLJKO\�TXDOL¿HG���$V�WKH�FURVVWDEV�DVVHVVPHQW�LQ�7DEOH�����

VKRZV��ZRPHQ�DUH�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�KLJKHU�QXPEHUV�RI�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�

DFWLYLWLHV��:KLOH����SHUFHQW�RI�PHQ�UHSRUW�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�EHWZHHQ���DQG���DFWLYLWLHV��RQO\���SHUFHQW�

RI�ZRPHQ�GR��DQG�ZKHUHDV����SHUFHQW�RI�PHQ�UHSRUW�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ���RU���DFWLYLW\�����SHUFHQW�RI�

women do.  A crosstabulation of which activities students participate in reveals that not only is sex a 

VLJQL¿FDQW�IDFWRU�LQ�GHWHUPLQLQJ�KRZ�PDQ\�DFWLYLWLHV�D�UHVSRQGHQW�SDUWLFLSDWHV�LQ��EXW�DOVR�ZKDW�NLQG�

RI�DFWLYLWLHV��$V�7DEOH�����VKRZV��ZKLOH�ZRPHQ�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�IHZHU�DFWLYLWLHV�DFURVV�WKH�ERDUG��WKH\�

HVSHFLDOO\�DYRLG�FRQWDFWLQJ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�DQG�DWWHQGLQJ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�PHHWLQJV�

±�DFWLYLWLHV�WKDW�ZRXOG�OLNHO\�EHVW�SUHSDUH�WKHP�IRU�VHUYLQJ�LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�ZRXOG�SURYLGH�

them with contacts within student government. Indeed, 22 percent of men reported contact with a 

VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDO�LQ�WKH�SDVW�\HDU��RQO\����SHUFHQW�RI�ZRPHQ�UHSRUWHG�WKH�VDPH���/LNHZLVH��

while 20 percent of men attended a student government meeting over the course of the last year, only 

��SHUFHQW�RI�ZRPHQ�GLG�

Dunatchik



��

���&RQVLGHULQJ�5XQQLQJ�IRU�3XEOLF�2I¿FH�/DWHU�LQ�/LIH

0XOWLSOH�DQG�ELYDULDWH�UHJUHVVLRQ�DQDO\VHV�¿QG�WKDW�WKH�JHQGHUHG�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�OHYHOV�RI�SROLWLFDO�

DPELWLRQ�WKDW�/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[��������������¿QG�DPRQJ�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�LQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�HOLJLELOLW\�

pool persist among male and female students when they considered running for student government.  

7R�H[SORUH�WR�ZKDW�H[WHQW�WKHVH�UHVXOWV�DSSO\�WR�KRZ�VWXGHQWV�FRQVLGHU�UXQQLQJ�IRU�SXEOLF�RI¿FH�LQ�WKH�

IXWXUH��WKLV�VWXG\�DOVR�H[DPLQHV�VWXGHQWV¶�DPELWLRQ�WR�UXQ�IRU�SXEOLF�RI¿FH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�DQG�WKH�IDF-

tors that contribute to it.

Similar to Section 1, I performed two regression analyses in order to assess the impact of sex, 

SROLWLFDO�VRFLDOL]DWLRQ��YLHZV�RI�JHQGHU�UROHV��DQG�VHOI�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�WR�VHUYH�LQ�VWXGHQW�
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government on political ambition. The models in this section predict whether the respondent indi-

FDWHG�WKDW�UXQQLQJ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�LV�³VRPHWKLQJ�>KH�VKH@�ZRXOG�GH¿QLWHO\�OLNH�WR�XQGHUWDNH�LQ�WKH�

IXWXUH´�DQG�ZKHWKHU�UXQQLQJ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�LV�³VRPHWKLQJ�>KH�VKH@�ZRXOG�DEVROXWHO\�QHYHU�GR�´��&RQ-

VLVWHQW�ZLWK�SUHYLRXV�VHFWLRQV��WKHVH�PRGHOV�FRQWURO�IRU�VFKRRO�DI¿OLDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�$PHULFDQ�8QLYHUVLW\��

LQWHUHVW�LQ�SROLWLFV��DQG�DWWLWXGHV�WRZDUG�WKH�OHJLWLPDF\�DQG�HI¿FDF\�RI�$PHULFDQ�SROLWLFV�DQG�HOHFWHG�

RI¿FLDOV�

7KHVH�PRGHOV�SHUIRUP�YHU\�ZHOO�DQG�SURYLGH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LQVLJKW�LQWR�WKH�UROH�VH[�SOD\V�LQ�LQÀX-

HQFLQJ�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ��1RWDEO\��VH[�LWVHOI�LV�QRW�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQ�SUHGLFWLQJ�ZKHWKHU�D�UH-

VSRQGHQW�UHSRUWV�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�LQWHUHVW�LQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH��QRU�HYHQ�QR�LQWHUHVW�LQ�UXQQLQJ�

IRU�RI¿FH���&ORVHU�H[DPLQDWLRQV�RI�LQGLFDWRUV�WKDW�DUH�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQ�SUHGLFWLQJ�SROLWLFDO�

DPELWLRQ��KRZHYHU��LQGLFDWH�WKDW�JHQGHU�GRHV�SOD\�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�UROH�
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%LYDULDWH�DQDO\VLV�RI�VLJQL¿FDQW�SUHGLFWRUV�RI�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ�LQ�WKH�UHJUHVVLRQ�HTXDWLRQV�

DFURVV�VH[�UHYHDO�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�JHQGHUHG�¿QGLQJV���7XUQLQJ�¿UVW�WR�PHDVXUHV�RI�SROLWLFDO�VRFLDOL]DWLRQ��

KDYLQJ�SDUHQWV�ZKR�UDQ�IRU�RI¿FH�DQG�KDYLQJ�UHFHLYHG�SDUHQWDO�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�WR�UXQ�JURZLQJ�XS�

VLJQL¿FDQWO\�LPSDFW�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ���7KRVH�ZLWK�SDUHQWV�ZKR�UDQ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�DUH����SHUFHQW�

PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�LQGLFDWH�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�LQWHUHVW�LQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH���$QG�WKRVH�

ZKR�UHFHLYHG�³IUHTXHQW´�SDUHQWDO�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�WR�UXQ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�JURZLQJ�XS�DUH����SHUFHQW�

OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�UHSRUW�QR�LQWHUHVW�LQ�UXQQLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV���5HIHUHQFLQJ�DJDLQ�7DEOH������LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�

recognize women’s lower levels of parental encouragement.

$GKHULQJ�WR�WUDGLWLRQDO�FRQFHSWLRQV�RI�JHQGHU�UROHV�LV�DOVR�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQ�SUHGLFWLQJ�ZKHWKHU�D�UH-

VSRQGHQW�KDV�ORZ�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ���%RWK�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�ZKR�UHMHFW�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�SROLWLFV�LV�D�PDOH�

¿HOG�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ���7KLV�ERGHV�ZHOO�IRU�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV��

VLQFH�ZRPHQ�DUH�LQFUHDVLQJO\�OLNHO\�WR�UHMHFW�WUDGLWLRQDO�JHQGHU�UROHV�� $V�LW�VWDQGV��WKRXJK��WKLV�

VWXG\�VKRZV�WKDW�WKH�DQWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�VH[�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�LQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�GHSUHVVHV�

political ambition. The second model shows that those who anticipate sex-based discrimination if they 

UDQ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�DUH���SHUFHQW�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�UHSRUW�QR�LQWHUHVW�LQ�UXQQLQJ��/RRNLQJ�DW�7DEOH����¶V�

FURVV�WDEXODWLRQ�RI�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�VH[�EDVHG�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�DQG�VH[�����SHUFHQW�RI�ZRPHQ�DQWLFLSDWH�

H[SHULHQFLQJ�DW�OHDVW�VRPH�GHJUHH�RI�VH[�EDVHG�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�LI�WKH\�ZHUH�WR�UXQ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�

,QWHUHVW�LQ�SROLWLFV�DOVR�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�DIIHFWV�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ���)ROORZLQJ�QDWLRQDO�SROLWLFV�³YHU\�

FORVHO\´�LQFUHDVHV�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�KDYLQJ�KLJK�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ�E\���SHUFHQW��7DEOH��������$V�7DEOH�

����VKRZV��KRZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�JHQGHU�GLVSDULW\�LQ�KRZ�FORVHO\�VWXGHQWV�IROORZ�QDWLRQDO�

SROLWLFV���:KLOH�QHDUO\�KDOI�����SHUFHQW��RI�PHQ�IROORZ�QDWLRQDO�SROLWLFV��RQO\����SHUFHQW�RI�ZRPHQ�

UHSRUW�IROORZLQJ�QDWLRQDO�SROLWLFV�³YHU\�FORVHO\�´��/RRNLQJ�DW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLWLHV�UHVSRQ-

dents report having participated in during the past year, another gender discrepancy emerges.  Table 

����VKRZV�WKDW�ZRPHQ�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�IHZHU�SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLWLHV�WKDQ�PHQ��2QO\���SHUFHQW�RI�ZRPHQ�

SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ������SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLWLHV�GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW�\HDU��FRPSDUHG�WR����SHUFHQW�RI�PHQ���)XUWKHU��

62 percent of women participated in between 0 and 2 activities, compared to only 42 percent of men.
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���6HOI�$VVHVVPHQWV�RI�D�3RWHQWLDO�)XWXUH�&DQGLGDF\

$V�UHYHDOHG�LQ�WKH�ELYDULDWH�DQDO\VLV�RI�VH[�DQG�VHOI�DVVHVVPHQWV�RI�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�WR�VHUYH�LQ�

student government, a crosstabulation and chi square test of self-assessments of a potential future 

FDQGLGDF\�IRU�HOHFWHG�RI¿FH�DQG�VH[�¿QG�WKDW�ZRPHQ�LQGLFDWH�EHOLHYLQJ�WKH\�ZRXOG�PDNH�JRRG�IXWXUH�

FDQGLGDWHV�IDU�OHVV�IUHTXHQWO\�WKDQ�PHQ�GLG���7DEOH�����UHYHDOV�WKDW�ZKLOH�QHDUO\����SHUFHQW�RI�PHQ�UH-

SRUW�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�D�SRWHQWLDO�IXWXUH�FDQGLGDF\��RQO\����SHUFHQW�RI�ZRPHQ�GR��7KRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYH�WKH\�

ZRXOG�PDNH�JRRG�IXWXUH�FDQGLGDWHV�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�DUH�RYHU����SHUFHQW�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�KLJK�

OHYHOV�RI�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ��7DEOH��������6LQFH�FRQ¿GHQFH�LQ�D�IXWXUH�SRWHQWLDO�FDQGLGDF\�LV�WKH�VLQJOH�

PRVW�VLJQL¿FDQW�SUHGLFWRU�RI�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ��WKLV�VHFWLRQ�IXUWKHU�H[SORUHV�WKH�UROH�RI�

sex in predicting a respondent’s self-assessments of a potential future candidacy.

Similarly to Section 2, this section assesses the impact of sex, political socialization, and views 

RI�JHQGHU�UROHV�RQ�WKH�VHOI�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�WR�UXQ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH���,�SHU-

IRUPHG�WZR�UHJUHVVLRQ�DQDO\VHV��WKH�¿UVW�PRGHO�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�7DEOH�����SUHGLFWV�ZKHWKHU�WKH�UHVSRQ-

GHQW�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�KH�VKH�ZRXOG�PDNH�D�PDNH�D�JRRG�FDQGLGDWH�IRU�RI¿FH�VRPHGD\��7KH�VHFRQG�ORJLVWLF�

regression equation predicts whether the respondent reports that he/she would not make a good 

FDQGLGDWH�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�VRPHGD\�
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&RQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�SUHYLRXV�VHFWLRQV��ERWK�PRGHOV�FRQWURO�IRU�VFKRRO�DI¿OLDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�$PHULFDQ�

8QLYHUVLW\��LQWHUHVW�LQ�QDWLRQDO�SROLWLFV��DQG�DWWLWXGHV�WRZDUG�WKH�OHJLWLPDF\�DQG�HI¿FDF\�RI�SROLWLFV�

DQG�SROLWLFLDQV��:KLOH�DJDLQ��VH[�LV�QRW�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�SUHGLFWRU�RI�VHOI�DVVHVVPHQW��ORRNLQJ�DW�ELYDULDWH�

DQDO\VHV�RI�VLJQL¿FDQW�SUHGLFWRUV�DFURVV�VH[��VLJQL¿FDQWO\�JHQGHUHG�¿QGLQJV�HPHUJH��5HVSRQGHQWV�

ZKR�UHSRUWHG�IROORZLQJ�QDWLRQDO�SROLWLFV�³YHU\�FORVHO\´�ZHUH����SHUFHQW�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH\�

ZRXOG�EH�JRRG�IXWXUH�FDQGLGDWHV�WKDQ�WKRVH�ZKR�UHSRUWHG�WR�³QRW�FORVHO\´�IROORZ�QDWLRQDO�SROLWLFV��7KLV�

could prove damaging to the chances of women identifying themselves as good future candidates, as 

RQO\����SHUFHQW�RI�ZRPHQ�UHSRUW�IROORZLQJ�QDWLRQDO�SROLWLFV�³YHU\�FORVHO\´��7DEOH�������2QFH�DJDLQ��

HDUO\�SDUHQWDO�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�WR�UXQ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�LV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�IDFWRU�LQ�SUHGLFWLQJ�ZKHWKHU�D�

respondent believes he or she would make a good future candidate. Those who received parental en-

FRXUDJHPHQW�WR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH�JURZLQJ�XS�DUH���SHUFHQW�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�VHOI�DVVHVV�SRVLWLYHO\�WKDQ�WKRVH�

who received no encouragenment.

7KRVH�ZKR�IHHO�³YHU\�SRVLWLYH´�DERXW�WKHLU�DELOLWLHV�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�³SXEOLF�FULWLFLVP�DQG�WKH�KLJK�

OHYHOV�RI�SXEOLF�VFUXWLQ\�LQYROYHG�LQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH´�DUH����SHUFHQW�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�DVVHVV�WKHPVHOYHV�

DV�JRRG�IXWXUH�FDQGLGDWHV�WKDQ�WKRVH�ZKR�IHHO�³YHU\�QHJDWLYH´�DERXW�LW��%XW�DV�WKH�FURVVWDEV�LQ�7DEOH�

����VKRZV��VXEVWDQWLDOO\�IHZHU�ZRPHQ�WKDQ�PHQ�UHSRUW�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�FRPIRUW�ZLWK�SXEOLF�VFUXWLQ\����

SHUFHQW�RI�ZRPHQ�FRPSDUHG�WR����SHUFHQW�RI�PHQ����,Q�IDFW��IDU�IHZHU�ZRPHQ�WKDQ�PHQ�UHSRUWHG�KDY-

ing any level of positive feelings toward their capacity to deal with high levels of public scrutiny and 

FULWLFLVP��2QO\����SHUFHQW�RI�ZRPHQ�UHSRUWHG�IHHOLQJ�³SRVLWLYH´�RU�³YHU\�SRVLWLYH´�DERXW�LW��ZKLOH����

percent of men did.

$ORQJ�WKH�VDPH�OLQHV��ZKHWKHU�WKH�UHVSRQGHQW�EHOLHYHV�KH�RU�VKH�KDV�³WKH�WKLFN�VNLQ�DQG�KLJK�

OHYHOV�RI�VHOI�FRQ¿GHQFH´�WR�HQWHU�WKH�SROLWLFDO�DUHQD�LV�DOVR�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�SUHGLFWRU�IRU�DWWLWXGHV�WRZDUG�

D�SRWHQWLDO�IXWXUH�FDQGLGDF\���7KRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYH�WKH\�SRVVHVV�WKHVH�TXDOLWLHV�DUH����SHUFHQW�PRUH�

likely to identify themselves as a good future candidate than those who do not.  This factor proves a 

VLJQL¿FDQW�LQGLFDWRU�LQ�SUHGLFWLQJ�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�VHOI�LGHQWLI\LQJ�DV�QRW�D�JRRG�IXWXUH�FDQGLGDWH�IRU�

SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH��DV�VKRZQ�LQ�7DEOH�������7KRVH�ZKR�EHOLHYH�WKH\�DUH�WKLFN�VNLQQHG�HQRXJK�WR�UXQ�IRU�RI-

¿FH�DUH����SHUFHQW�OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH\�ZRXOG�QRW�PDNH�D�JRRG�IXWXUH�FDQGLGDWH�IRU�SROLWLFDO�

RI¿FH���7KH�ELYDULDWH�UHVXOWV�UHYHDO�WKDW�ZRPHQ�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�PRUH�RIWHQ�EHOLHYH�WKH\�DUH�QRW�FXW�RXW�IRU�

SROLWLFV��7DEOH�������:KLOH�RQO\����SHUFHQW�RI�ZRPHQ�WKLQN�WKH\�KDYH�WKH�FUXFLDO�WKLFN�VNLQ�DQG�VHOI�

FRQ¿GHQFH�WR�HQWHU�SROLWLFV��D�IXOO����SHUFHQW�RI�PHQ�UHSRUWHG�EHOLHYLQJ�WKH\�SRVVHVV�WKHVH�TXDOLWLHV�
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Discussion and Conclusion

2YHUDOO��VRPH�RI�WKHVH�¿QGLQJV�DUH�HQFRXUDJLQJ�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�JHQGHU�SDULW\�LQ�HOHFWHG�RI¿FH��

6H[��LWVHOI��LV�QRW�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�SUHGLFWRU�RI�ORZ�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ�DPRQJ�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�VWX-

GHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�RU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH���0RUHRYHU��UHMHFWLQJ�WUDGLWLRQDO�QRWLRQV�RI�JHQGHU�UROHV�VLJQL¿-

cantly reduced both men’s and women’s likelihood of expressing no interest in running for student 

JRYHUQPHQW�RU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH��6LQFH�PRUH�ZRPHQ�WKDQ�PHQ�UHMHFW�WKH�FRQ¿QHPHQWV�RI�WUDGLWLRQDO�

JHQGHU�UROHV��WKLV�¿QGLQJ�DSSHDUV�HYHQ�PRUH�HQFRXUDJLQJ�WR�SURVSHFWV�RI�JHQGHU�SDULW\�LQ�HOHFWHG�

RI¿FH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH���,W�VHHPV�WKDW�WKH�SURJUHVV�ZRPHQ�KDYH�DFKLHYHG�LQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�UHDOP�LQ�UHFHQW�

years has made an impact on young women’s perceptions of gender and politics. Young women have 

D�JURZLQJ�SRRO�RI�SURPLQHQW�IHPDOH�SROLWLFLDQV�WR�ORRN�XS�WR�DV�UROH�PRGHOV�DQG�KDYH�VHHQ�WKH�¿UVW�

IHPDOH�6SHDNHU�RI�WKH�+RXVH�WDNH�RI¿FH�DQG�WKH�¿UVW�IHPDOH�FRQWHQGHU�FRPSHWH�IRU�D�PDMRU�SDUW\�

presidential primary ticket. Young women have received the message that a career in politics is open 

to them and have begun at least to leave the option open for the future.

$OWKRXJK�VH[�GRHV�QRW�DOZD\V�SUHGLFW�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ��LW�RSHUDWHV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�LQ�PDQ\�RI�

the factors that do predict ambition.  While it appears that young women believe that politics is an 

acceptable career path for women, they tend not to apply that belief to their own lives.  Women are 

VLJQL¿FDQWO\�OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�EHOLHYH�WKHPVHOYHV�KLJKO\�TXDOL¿HG�WR�VHUYH�LQ�RI¿FH���6LQFH�VHOI�DVVHVVPHQWV�

RI�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�DUH�WKH�PRVW�VLJQL¿FDQW�SUHGLFWRUV�RI�DPELWLRQ�LQ�WKH�UHJUHVVLRQ�HTXDWLRQV��ZRPHQ¶V�

ORZHUHG�VHOI�DVVHVVPHQWV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�KLQGHU�WKHP�IURP�UXQQLQJ�IRU�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�IURP�

VHULRXVO\�FRQVLGHULQJ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�

Women are also disadvantaged by gendered differences in political socialization, encouragement 

WR�UXQ��DQG�SHUFHSWLRQV�RI�WKH�SROLWLFDO�SOD\LQJ�¿HOG���:KLOH�ERWK�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ¶V�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ�

EHQH¿W�IURP�KDYLQJ�H[SHULHQFHG�D�KLJKO\�SROLWLFL]HG�XSEULQJLQJ�DQG�KDYLQJ�UHFHLYHG�SDUHQWDO�HQFRXU-

agement to run while growing up, far fewer women than men actually had that experience.  Similarly, 

although women and men are more likely to be politically ambitious when they receive encourage-

PHQW�IURP�IDPLO\�DQG�IULHQGV�WR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH��ZRPHQ�DUH�OHVV�OLNHO\�WKDQ�PHQ�DFWXDOO\�WR�UHFHLYH�WKDW�

HQFRXUDJHPHQW���DOWKRXJK�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�WKLV�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�RQ�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�VWXG\�LV�OHVV�

GUDPDWLF�WKDQ�IRXQG�LQ�SUHYLRXV�UHVHDUFK����:RPHQ�DUH�DOVR�PRUH�OLNHO\�WKDQ�PHQ�WR�SHUFHLYH�WKH�SR-

OLWLFDO�SOD\LQJ�¿HOG�DV�XQHTXDO��6LJQL¿FDQWO\�PRUH�ZRPHQ�WKDQ�PHQ�DQWLFLSDWH�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�VH[�EDVHG�

GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�LQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�ERWK�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH��ZKLFK�SURYHV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�

deterrent from running.

:KLOH�QRQH�RI�WKHVH�¿QGLQJV�ERGH�ZHOO�IRU�WKH�SURVSHFW�RI�JHQGHU�SDULW\�LQ�HOHFWHG�RI¿FH��SHUKDSV�

WKH�PRVW�GLVFRXUDJLQJ�¿QGLQJ�WR�HPHUJH�IURP�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�LV�WKDW�RYHUDOO��ZRPHQ�H[KLELW�OHVV�LQWHU-

est in student government and politics. Women indicate following student government and national 

political far less frequently than men and report participating in fewer student government and politi-
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FDO�DFWLYLWLHV���6LQFH�WKH�UHJUHVVLRQ�HTXDWLRQV�¿QG�SROLWLFDO�LQWHUHVW�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�WR�EH�VLJQL¿FDQW�

SUHGLFWRUV�RI�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ�DQG�VHOI�DVVHVVPHQWV�RI�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV��WKLV�UHVHDUFK�EHJV�IXUWKHU�

LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�LQWR�ZK\�ZRPHQ��ZKLOH�UHMHFWLQJ�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�PHQ�DUH�EHWWHU�VXLWHG�IRU�SROLWLFV��H[SUHVV�

less interest in politics than men.

7KDW�WKHVH�FRQFOXVLRQV�DUH�ODUJHO\�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKRVH�/DZOHVV�DQG�)R[��������������IRXQG�

among men and women in the eligibility pool suggests that the gender differences in political ambi-

tion that pervade the political eligibility pool persist among college students.  This suggests that the 

origin of the gendered differences between men and women in terms of political ambition begin even 

HDUOLHU�LQ�OLIH���7KHVH�¿QGLQJV�KDYH�SUDFWLFDO�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�UHDFKLQJ�JHQGHU�SDULW\�LQ�HOHFWHG�RI¿FH��

7KH\�VKRZ�WKDW�HIIRUWV�WR�LQVWLOO�FRQ¿GHQFH�DQG�HQFRXUDJH�\RXQJ�ZRPHQ�WR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH�PXVW�WDNH�

place at an early age, as gendered effects are already apparent and at work by the time young women 

UHDFK�FROOHJH��7KDW�WKLV�VWXG\�DOVR�¿QGV�JHQGHU�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ�DOUHDG\�SUHVHQW�

among undergraduate college students suggests that socialization is among the most important and 

HDUOLHVW�LQÀXHQFHV�RQ�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�SROLWLFDO�DPELWLRQ

This research opens the doors for further study of gendered differences in levels of political 

ambition among students.  While this study provides a number of intriguing results, several improve-

ments could be made.  While I made an effort to identify and control for an extensive list of indepen-

GHQW�YDULDEOHV�ZKLOH�UXQQLQJ�P\�UHJUHVVLRQ�WHVWV��VHH�$SSHQGL[�%���IXUWKHU�VWXG\�FRXOG�LPSURYH�XSRQ�

this list by adding several important variables.  Race and political ideology should be accounted for as 

IDFWRUV�NQRZQ�WR�KDYH�LPSRUWDQW�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ���)XUWKHU�VWXG\�VKRXOG�DOVR�WDNH�

into account respondents’ year in school.  Since students learn more about student government and 

politics in general as they progress in their undergraduate years, it is likely that older students express 

higher levels of ambition on the whole than younger students and future study should also control for 

this factor.

This research would also be improved by collecting qualitative data along with the quantitative 

data from the survey.  Conducting more extensive interviews with a random subset of the sample 

would provide a richer and more textured insight into why so few women run for student government, 

DV�ZHOO�DV�\RXQJ�ZRPHQ¶V�SHUFHSWLRQV�RI�UXQQLQJ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�

This study’s generalizability would be greatly improved by a larger sample size expanded to other 

XQLYHUVLWLHV�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQW\���:KLOH�D�VDPSOH�RI�����VWXGHQWV�RXW�RI�$PHULFDQ�8QLYHUVLW\¶V�DSSUR[L-

PDWH�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�������VWXGHQWV�SURYLGHV�D�GHJUHH�RI�FRQ¿GHQFH��WKH�VWXG\�ZRXOG�

EHQH¿W�IURP�D�ODUJHU�VDPSOH�VL]H���([SDQGLQJ�WKLV�VWXG\�QDWLRQDOO\�ZRXOG�DOORZ�WKH�UHVHDUFKHU�WR�

control for variables like region, ideological bent, and the characteristics of a particular university.

7KDW�VDLG�KRZHYHU��FRQGXFWLQJ�WKLV�VWXG\�DW�$PHULFDQ�8QLYHUVLW\�VHW�WKH�EDU�KLJK�IRU�¿QGLQJ�JHQ-

der differences in political ambition.  With its exceptionally politically active students, its predomi-

nantly female student population, and its location in Washington DC, not to mention the fact that it is 

KRPH�WR�WKH�:RPHQ�	�3ROLWLFV�,QVWLWXWH�±�RQH�RI�WKH�SUHPLHU�DFDGHPLF�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�IRU�ZRPHQ�DQG�

SROLWLFV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�±�$PHULFDQ�8QLYHUVLW\�VKRXOG�EH�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�ZRPHQ�VWDQG�RXW�LQ�WKHLU�SROLWL-

cal ambition.  This is not the case.  Despite the advantages American University provides students to 

develop and express political ambition, women exhibit lower levels of political ambition than men, 

GULYHQ�PRVW�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�E\�ORZHUHG�VHOI�DVVHVVPHQWV�RI�WKHLU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�WR�VHUYH�LQ�RI¿FH��DQG�D�

less politicized upbringing.
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Appendix A

Instructions:

7KDQN�\RX�IRU�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�WKLV�VXUYH\���7KH�VXUYH\�LV����TXHVWLRQV�DQG�VKRXOG�WDNH�DSSUR[L-

mately 10 minutes to complete. Your participation serves as consent to the usage of your responses for 

WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�WKLV�VWXG\���$OO�RI�\RXU�DQVZHUV�DUH�FRQ¿GHQWLDO�DQG�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�RQO\�IRU�WKH�SXUSRVHV�

of this study.  Please answer the questions to the best of your ability. You may skip questions and opt 

out of the survey at any time. You may also choose to provide your name and email address at the end 

RI�WKLV�VXUYH\�WR�EH�HQWHUHG�LQWR�D�UDIÀH�IRU�D�FKDQFH�WR�ZLQ���RI���DVVRUWHG�JLIW�FHUWL¿FDWHV��KRZHYHU�

your personal information will not be linked with your survey responses. 

 If you have any questions regarding the survey or the nature of this research, please feel free 

WR�FRQWDFW�PH�DW�DG����D#VWXGHQW�DPHULFDQ�HGX��7KDQN�\RX�IRU�\RXU�WLPH�DQG�\RXU�KHOS�LQ�WKLV�

endeavor. 

3DUW��±�)LUVW�ZH�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�DVN�\RX�VRPH�TXHVWLRQV�UHJDUGLQJ�\RXU�EDFNJURXQG��

���:KDW�LV�\RXU�VH["

 - Male

 - Female

����7R�ZKLFK�VFKRRO�WR�\RX�EHORQJ�DW�$PHULFDQ�8QLYHUVLW\"

 - School of Public Affairs

 - School of International Service

 - Kogod School of Business

 - College of Arts and Sciences

 - School of Communication

���*URZLQJ�XS��KRZ�IUHTXHQWO\�GLG�\RXU�SDUHQWV�GLVFXVV�SROLWLFV�ZLWK�\RX"

 - Frequently 

 - Occasionally

 - Seldom

 - Never

���*URZLQJ�XS��ZDV�\RXU�PRWKHU�RU�IDWKHU�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�GLVFXVV�SROLWLFV�ZLWK�\RX"

 - Mother

 - Father

 - Both spoke equally

 - Neither

���:KHQ�\RX�ZHUH�JURZLQJ�XS��KRZ�IUHTXHQWO\�GLG�\RXU�SDUHQWV�VXJJHVW�WKDW��VRPHGD\��\RX�

VKRXOG�UXQ�IRU�SXEOLF�RI¿FH"
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 - Frequently

 - Occasionally

 - Seldom

 - Never

6. When you were growing up, what description best characterizes the arrangements in your 

household:

 - I grew up in a one-career household where my father was the primary breadwinner  

    and my mother was the primary caretaker of the household. 

 - I grew up in a one-career household where my mother was the primary breadwinner  

    and my father was the primary caretaker

 - I grew up in a two-career household where my parents shared household duties  evenly

 - I grew up in a two-career household where my mother was responsible for most  house 

    hold duties

 - I grew up in a two-career household where my father was responsible for most household

            duties

 - I grew up in a single parent household with my mother

 - I grew up in a single parent household with my father

 - Other

���'LG�HLWKHU�RI�\RXU�SDUHQWV�HYHU�UXQ�IRU�HOHFWLYH�RI¿FH"

 - Yes, both parents

 - Yes, my father

 - Yes, my mother

 - No

3DUW���±�:H�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�DVN�\RX�DERXW�\RXU�SROLWLFDO�DWWLWXGHV�DQG�WKH�ZD\V�\RX�SDUWLFLSDWH�

politically

���+RZ�FORVHO\�GR�\RX�IROORZ�QDWLRQDO�SROLWLFV"

 - Very closely

 - Closely

 - Somewhat closely

 - Not closely

���+RZ�FORVHO\�GR�\RX�IROORZ�$8�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�SROLWLFV"

 - Very closely

 - Closely

 - Somewhat closely

 - Not closely

���,Q�ZKLFK��LI�DQ\��RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV�KDYH�\RX�HQJDJHG�GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW�\HDU"
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 - Voted        

 - Wrote a letter to a newspaper     

 - Joined or paid dues to a political interest group   

� ��&RQWDFWHG�DQ�HOHFWHG�RI¿FLDO��E\�SKRQH��HPDLO��OHWWHU��HWF�� �

 - Contributed money to a campaign     

 - Volunteered or worked for a political candidate   

 - Joined a group in the community to address a local issue  

 - Attended a city council, school board, or town hall meeting 

 - Contributed to a political blog     

 - Joined a political group on Facebook    

���,Q�ZKLFK��LI�DQ\��RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV�KDYH�\RX�HQJDJHG�DW�$8�GXULQJ�WKH�SDVW�\HDU"

� ��9RWHG�LQ������VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�HOHFWLRQ� � � �

 - Wrote an editorial for the Eagle     

 - Joined or participated in a club of student organization on campus 

� ��&RQWDFWHG�D�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDO�

� �E\�SKRQH��HPDLO��OHWWHU��HWF�� � � � � �

 - Volunteered for a student government campaign   

 - Attended a student government meeting    

 - Joined a student government candidate’s group on Facebook 

���'R�\RX�FRQVLGHU�\RXUVHOI�D�IHPLQLVW"

 - Yes

 - No

���7R�ZKDW�GHJUHH�GR�\RX�DJUHH�ZLWK�WKH�VWDWHPHQW��³0HQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�VKRXOG�KDYH�HTXDO�UROHV�LQ

�����VRFLHW\´"

 - Strongly Agree

 - Agree

 - Disagree

 - Strongly Disagree 

���:KLFK�VWDWHPHQW�EHVW�GHVFULEHV�KRZ�\RX�IHHO�DERXW�SHRSOH�ZKR�UXQ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH"

� ��0RVW�SHRSOH�ZKR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH�DUH�YHU\�ZHOO�LQWHQWLRQHG�DQG�JHQXLQHO\�KRSH�WR�LPSURYH

            society.

� ��0RVW�SHRSOH�ZKR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH�DUH�JHQHUDOO\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�IDPH�DQG�SRZHU�

���,I�\RX�IHOW�VWURQJO\�DERXW�D�JRYHUQPHQW�DFWLRQ�RU�SROLF\��KRZ�OLNHO\�ZRXOG�\RX�EH�WR�HQJDJH�LQ

�����HDFK�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLWLHV"

- Give money to a political candidate who favors your position

 - Very unlikely

 - Unlikely
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 - Likely

 - Very Likely

- Volunteer for a candidate or group that favors your position

 - Very unlikely

 - Unlikely

 - Likely

 - Very Likely

- Organize people in the community to work on the issue

 - Very unlikely

 - Unlikely

 - Likely

 - Very Likely

��'LUHFWO\�OREE\�RU�FRQWDFW�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV

 - Very unlikely

 - Unlikely

 - Likely

 - Very Likely

���7R�ZKDW�H[WHQW�GR�\RX�DJUHH�ZLWK�WKH�VWDWHPHQW�³PHQ�DUH�EHWWHU�VXLWHG�HPRWLRQDOO\�IRU�SROLWLFV�

WKDQ�PRVW�ZRPHQ´"

 - Strongly 

 - Somewhat

 - Not at all

10. People often say that, to enter the political arena, you need to have a thick skin and high 

OHYHOV�RI�VHOI�FRQ¿GHQFH��7R�ZKDW�H[WHQW�GR�\RX�DJUHH�ZLWK�WKLV�DVVHVVPHQW"

 - Strongly

 - Somewhat

 - Not at all

����'R�\RX�EHOLHYH�WKDW�\RX�SRVVHV�WKRVH�TXDOLWLHV"

 - Yes

 - No

 - Unsure

3DUW���±�7KH�QH[W�VHULHV�RI�TXHVWLRQV�GHDO�ZLWK�\RXU�DWWLWXGHV�WRZDUG�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH��:H�UHDO-

ize that most students have never considered running, but your answers are still very important.

1. Which of the following options do you think is the most effective way for you to get American 

8QLYHUVLW\�WR�DGGUHVV�D�FHUWDLQ�LVVXH"

 - Run for student government 

� ��)RUP�RU�MRLQ�D�FOXE�RU�VWXGHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WR�OREE\�WKH�VWXGHQW�ERG\�DQG�$8�OHDGHUVKLS
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 - Support a student government candidate who shares your views

 - Write an editorial for a school publication   

� ��&RQWDFW�D�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDO�GLUHFWO\��E\�SKRQH��HPDLO��OHWWHU��HWF�� �

 - Participate in student government meetings    

���*HQHUDOO\�VSHDNLQJ��GR�\RX�WKLQN�PRVW�$8�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�DUH�TXDOL¿HG�IRU�WKH�

SRVLWLRQV�WKH\�KROG"

 - Yes

 - No

���*HQHUDOO\�VSHDNLQJ��GR�\RX�WKLQN�PRVW�ORFDO��VWDWH��DQG�QDWLRQDO�HOHFWHG�RI¿FLDOV�DUH�TXDOL¿HG�

IRU�WKH�SRVLWLRQV�WKH\�KROG"

 - Yes

 - No

���'R�\RX�EHOLHYH�\RX�ZRXOG�EH�D�JRRG�FDQGLGDWH�WR�UXQ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�VRPHGD\"

 - Yes

 - No

 - Unsure

���,I�\RX�ZHUH�WR�EHFRPH�D�FDQGLGDWH�IRU�SXEOLF�RI¿FH��KRZ�ZRXOG�\RX�IHHO�DERXW�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�WKH�

IROORZLQJ�DVSHFWV�RI�D�FDPSDLJQ"

- Attending fundraising function 

 - Very positive

 - Positive

 - Negative

 - Very negative

- Delivering speeches and participating in debates in front of large groups of people and/or on 

television

 - Very positive

 - Positive

 - Negative

 - Very negative

- Going door to door to meet constituents

 - Very positive

 - Positive

 - Negative

 - Very negative

��'HDOLQJ�ZLWK�SXEOLF�FULWLFLVP�DQG�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�SXEOLF�VFUXWLQ\�LQYROYHG�LQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RI¿FH

 - Very positive

 - Positive

 - Negative
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 - Very negative

��7KH�DPRXQW�RI�WLPH�LW�WDNHV�WR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH

 - Very positive

 - Positive

 - Negative

 - Very negative

���:KLFK�EHVW�FKDUDFWHUL]HV�\RXU�DWWLWXGHV�WRZDUG�UXQQLQJ�IRU�SXEOLF�RI¿FH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH"

� ��,W�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�,�GH¿QLWHO\�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�XQGHUWDNH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�

 - It is something I might undertake if the opportunity presented itself but I currently  

    have no interest

 - It is something I would absolutely never do

���:KDW�RI¿FHV�PLJKW�\RX�HYHU�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU"

 - School board 

 - Mayor

 - State legislator

 - Member of the U.S. House of Representatives

 - U.S. Senator

 - President

 - City, County, or Town Council

 - Governor

� ��6WDWHZLGH�2I¿FH��L�H���$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO�

� ��,�ZRXOG�QHYHU�UXQ�IRU�DQ\�RI¿FH

���,I�\RX�ZHUH�WR�UXQ�IRU�SXEOLF�RI¿FH��WR�ZKDW�H[WHQW�ZRXOG�\RX�H[SHFW�WR�H[SHULHQFH�VH[�EDVHG�

����GLVFULPLQDWLRQ"

 - A great deal

 - Somewhat

 - Not at all

���:KLFK�EHVW�FKDUDFWHUL]HV�\RXU�DWWLWXGHV�WRZDUG�UXQQLQJ�IRU�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH"

� ��,W�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�,�GH¿QLWHO\�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�XQGHUWDNH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�

 - It is something I might undertake if the opportunity presented itself but I currently  

    have no interest

 - It is something I would absolutely never do

����+DYH�\RX�HYHU�KHOG�RI¿FH�ZLWKLQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW��DW�$8�RU�RWKHUZLVH�"

 - Yes

 - No
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����,I�QR��KDYH�\RX�HYHU�UXQ�IRU�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FH��DW�$8�RU�RWKHUZLVH�"

 - Yes 

 - No

12. If you have ever thought about running for student government, have you ever taken any of 

WKH�IROORZLQJ�VWHSV"

� ��'LVFXVVHG�UXQQLQJ�ZLWK�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV

 - Discussed running with friends and family

 - Discussed running with other members of the school community

 - Investigated how to place your name on the ballot

 - Attended Campaign College

����5HJDUGOHVV�RI�\RXU�LQWHUHVW�LQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW��KDYH�DQ\�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�

LQGLYLGXDOV�HYHU�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�\RX�UXQ�IRU�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW"

� ��$�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDO� � � � �

 - A professor or academic advisor     

 - A classmate        

 - A friend        

 - A family member       

 - A leader of a club or activity in which you participate  

14. Would you be more likely to run for student government if:

� ��$�SURIHVVRU�RU�DGYLVRU�VXJJHVWHG�\RX�UXQ"� � �

� ��$�PHPEHU�RI�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�VXJJHVWHG�\RX�UXQ"�

� ��$�IULHQG�VXJJHVWHG�\RX�UXQ"� � � � �

� ��<RX�KDG�PRUH�IUHH�WLPH"� � � � �

� ��7KHUH�ZHUH�LVVXHV�\RX�IHOW�SDVVLRQDWH�DERXW"� �

� ��<RX�NQHZ�WKHUH�ZDV�VXSSRUW�IRU�\RXU�FDQGLGDF\"� �

� ��<RX�KDG�SUHYLRXV�H[SHULHQFH�FDPSDLJQLQJ"� �

 

����+RZ�TXDOL¿HG�GR�\RX�IHHO�\RX�DUH�WR�KROG�RI¿FH�LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW"

� ��9HU\�TXDOL¿HG

� ��4XDOL¿HG

� ��6RPHZKDW�TXDOL¿HG

� ��1RW�TXDOL¿HG

16. If you were to run for student government, to what extent would you expect to experience

������VH[�EDVHG�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ"

 - A great deal

 - Somewhat

 - Not at All
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����,I�ZHUH�WR�EHFRPH�D�FDQGLGDWH�IRU�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW��KRZ�OLNHO\�GR�\RX�WKLQN�LW�LV�WKDW�\RX�

ZRXOG�ZLQ�\RXU�¿UVW�FDPSDLJQ"

 - Very Likely

 - Likely

 - Unlikely

 - Very unlikely

* If you would like to be entered to win a prize for completing this survey, please enter your 

QDPH�DQG�HPDLO�DGGUHVV�EHORZ���<RXU�SHUVRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLOO�UHPDLQ�FRQ¿GHQWLDO�DQG�ZLOO�QRW�EH�

linked to your survey responses.

Appendix B

Dependent Variables:

Student Government

 

Variable Range Mean

Standard 

Deviation Coding

'H¿QLWHO\�ZRXOG�

consider running for 

student government 0,1 0.06 0.24

,QGLFDWHV�ZKHWKHU�UHVSRQGHQW�ZRXOG�GH¿QLWHO\�FRQVLGHU�UXQ-

QLQJ�IRU�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW��5DQJHV�IURP�GH¿QLWHO\�ZRXOG�����

WR�PLJKW�RU�ZRXOG�QRW����

'H¿QLWHO\�ZRXOG�QRW�

consider running for 

student government 0,1 ���� �����

Indicates whether respondent would never consider running 

IRU�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW��5DQJHV�IURP�GH¿QLWHO\�ZRXOG�QHYHU�

����WR�PLJKW�RU�GH¿QLWHO\�ZRXOG�����

Having run or served 

in student govern-

ment 0,1 ����� �����

Indicates whether respondent has ever run for or served in 

VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW��5DQJHV�IURP�KDV�GRQH�HLWKHU�����WR�KDV�

GRQH�QHLWKHU�����

Self-assessment 

DV�YHU\�TXDOL¿HG�

to serve in student 

government 0,1 ����� �����

Indicates whether respondent perceives him or herself as very 

TXDOL¿HG�WR�VHUYH�LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�����RU�QRW�����

Self-assessment as 

QRW�TXDOL¿HG�WR�VHUYH�

in student govern-

ment 0,1 ����� �����

Indicates whether respondent perceives him or herself as not 

TXDOL¿HG�WR�VHUYH�LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�����RU�QRW�����
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)XWXUH�3ROLWLFDO�2I¿FHV

Variable Range Mean

Standard Devia-

tion Coding

'H¿QLWHO\�ZRXOG�

consider running 

IRU�SXEOLF�RI¿FH�

later in life 0,1 0.11 ����

,QGLFDWHV�ZKHWKHU�UHVSRQGHQW�ZRXOG�GH¿QLWHO\�

FRQVLGHU�UXQQLQJ�IRU�SXEOLF�RI¿FH�LQ�WKH�

IXWXUH��5DQJHV�IURP�GH¿QLWHO\�ZRXOG�����WR�

PLJKW�RU�ZRXOG�QRW����

'H¿QLWHO\�ZRXOG�

not consider run-

ning for public 

RI¿FH�ODWHU�LQ�OLIH 0,1 0.26 0.441

Indicates whether respondent would never 

FRQVLGHU�UXQQLQJ�IRU�SXEOLF�RI¿FH�LQ�WKH�IX-

WXUH��5DQJHV�IURP�GH¿QLWHO\�ZRXOG�QHYHU�����WR�

PLJKW�RU�GH¿QLWHO\�ZRXOG�����

Would be inter-

ested in running 

for School Board 0,1 ���� �����

Indicates whether respondent would be 

interested in running for School Board in the 

IXWXUH��5DQJHV�IURP�ZRXOG�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����WR�

ZRXOG�QRW�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����

Would Be inter-

ested in running 

for Mayor 0,1 0.24 �����

Indicates whether respondent would be 

interested in running for Mayor in the future. 

5DQJHV�IURP�ZRXOG�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����WR�ZRXOG�

QRW�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����

Would be interest-

ed in running for 

State Legislature 0,1 ���� �����

Indicates whether respondent would be inter-

ested in running for State Legislature in the 

IXWXUH��5DQJHV�IURP�ZRXOG�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����WR�

ZRXOG�QRW�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����

Would be inter-

ested in running 

for the U.S. House 

of Representatives 0,1 ���� �����

Indicates whether respondent would be inter-

ested in running for U.S. House of Represen-

tatives in the future. Ranges from would be 

LQWHUHVWHG�����WR�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����

Would be interest-

ed in running for 

the U.S. Senate 0,1 ��� �����

Indicates whether respondent would be inter-

ested in running for U.S. Senate in the future. 

5DQJHV�IURP�ZRXOG�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����WR�ZRXOG�

QRW�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����

Would be inter-

ested in running 

for President 0,1 0.14 �����

Indicates whether respondent would be inter-

ested in running for President in the future. 

5DQJHV�IURP�ZRXOG�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����WR�ZRXOG�

QRW�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����
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Would be inter-

ested in running 

for City, County, 

or Town Council 0,1 ���� �����

Indicates whether respondent would be in-

terested in running for City, County, or Town 

Council in the future. Ranges from would be 

LQWHUHVWHG�����WR�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����

Would be inter-

ested in running 

for Governor 0,1 0.21 0.411

Indicates whether respondent would be inter-

ested in running for Governor in the future. 

5DQJHV�IURP�ZRXOG�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����WR�ZRXOG�

QRW�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����

Would be inter-

ested in running 

for Statewide Of-

¿FH��L�H��$WWRUQH\�

*HQHUDO� 0,1 ���� �����

Indicates whether respondent would be inter-

HVWHG�LQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�6WDWHZLGH�2I¿FH�LQ�WKH�

IXWXUH��5DQJHV�IURP�ZRXOG�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����WR�

ZRXOG�QRW�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����

Would not be 

interested in run-

QLQJ�IRU�DQ\�RI¿FH 0,1 ���� �����

Indicates whether respondent would not con-

VLGHU�UXQQLQJ�IRU�DQ\�RI�WKH�PHQWLRQHG�RI¿FHV��

5DQJHV�IURP�ZRXOG�QHYHU�UXQ�IRU�DQ\�����WR�

ZRXOG�UXQ�IRU�DW�OHDVW�RQH�����

Would be inter-

ested un running 

IRU�ORFDO�RI¿FH�

�VFKRRO�ERDUG��

mayor, or city/

WRZQ�FRXQFLO� 0,1 ���� �����

Indicates whether respondent would be inter-

HVWHG�LQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�D�ORFDO�OHYHO�RI¿FH��VFKRRO�

board, mayor, and/or city, county or town 

FRXQFLO��LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��5DQJHV�IURP�ZRXOG�EH�

LQWHUHVWHG�����WR�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����

Would be interest-

ed in running for 

6WDWH�OHYHO�RI¿FH�

�VWDWH�OHJLVODWXUH��

VWDWHZLGH�RI¿FH��

RU�JRYHUQRU� 0,1 ���� ���

Indicates whether respondent would be inter-

HVWHG�LQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�D�VWDWH�OHYHO�RI¿FH��VWDWH�

OHJLVODWXUH��VWDWHZLGH�RI¿FH��DQG�RU�JRYHUQRU��

in the future. Ranges from would be interested 

����WR�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����

Would be inter-

ested in running 

IRU�)HGHUDO�2I¿FH�

�&RQJUHVV�RU�WKH�

3UHVLGHQF\� 0,1 ���� �����

Indicates whether respondent would be inter-

HVWHG�LQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�D�IHGHUDO�OHYHO�RI¿FH��8�6��

House of Representatives, U.S. Senate, and/or 

3UHVLGHQW��LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��5DQJHV�IURP�ZRXOG�

EH�LQWHUHVWHG�����WR�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�

����
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Believing oneself 

to be a good fu-

ture candidate for 

SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH 0,1 ���� 0.466

Indicates whether respondent believes he 

or she would be a good candidate to run for 

SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�����RU�QRW�����

Believing oneself 

to be a good fu-

ture candidate for 

SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH 0,1 ����� �����

Indicates whether respondent believes he or 

she would not be a good candidate to run for 

SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�����RU�QRW������

Independent Variables:

Variable Range Mean

Standard Devia-

tion Coding

Sex 0,1 ���� �����

,QGLFDWHV�ZKHWKHU�UHVSRQGHQW�LV�IHPDOH�����RU�PDOH�

���

6FKRRO�$I¿OLDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\

Variable Range Mean

Standard 

Deviation Coding

School of Public Affairs 0,1 0.24 �����

Indicates whether respondent is enrolled 

in the School of Public Affairs at American 

8QLYHUVLW\��5DQJHV�IURP�\HV�����WR�QR�����

School of International 

Service 0,1 ���� �����

Indicates whether respondent is enrolled in 

the School International Service at American 

8QLYHUVLW\��5DQJHV�IURP�\HV�����WR�QR�����

Kogod School of Business 0,1 0.11 �����

Indicates whether respondent is enrolled in 

the Kogod School of Business at American 

8QLYHUVLW\��5DQJHV�IURP�\HV�����WR�QR�����

College of Arts and Sciences 0,1 ���� �����

Indicates whether respondent is enrolled in 

the College of Arts and Sciences at American 

8QLYHUVLW\��5DQJHV�IURP�\HV�����WR�QR�����

School of Communication 0,1 0.12 �����

Indicates whether respondent is enrolled in 

the School of Communication at American 

8QLYHUVLW\��5DQJHV�IURP�\HV�����WR�QR�����
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Political Socialization

Variable Range Mean

Standard 

Deviation Coding

Frequency of political 

discussions with parents 1-4 ���� �����

Indicates how frequently respondent discussed 

politics with parents growing up. Ranges from 

IUHTXHQWO\�����WR�QHYHU������

Encouragement to run 

IRU�RI¿FH�JURZLQJ�XS ��� ��� �����

Indicates how frequently respondent was 

HQFRXUDJHG�E\�SDUHQWV�WR�UXQ�IRU�SXEOLF�RI¿FH�

JURZLQJ�XS��5DQJHV�IURP�IUHTXHQWO\�����WR�

QHYHU�����

Having Parents who ran 

IRU�HOHFWHG�RI¿FH 0,1 ���� �����

Indicates whether either of respondent’s par-

HQWV�UDQ�IRU�RI¿FH�����RU�QRW������
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Views of Traditional Gender Roles 

Household composi-

tion growing up ��� ���� ����

Indicates the composition of the household in 

which the respondent was raised. Responses 

descend from most traditional to least tradi-

WLRQDO������JUHZ�XS�LQ�D�RQH�LQFRPH�KRXVHKROG�

where the father is the primary breadwinner 

and the mother is the primary caretaker of the 

KRPH������JUHZ�XS�LQ�D�WZR�FDUHHU�KRXVHKROG�

where their mother was responsible for most 

KRXVHKROG�GXWLHV������JUHZ�XS�LQ�D�WZR�FDUHHU�

household where their mother was responsible 

IRU�PRVW�KRXVHKROG�GXWLHV������JUHZ�XS�LQ�D�

two-career Household where their parents 

VKDUHG�KRXVHKROG�GXWLHV�HYHQO\������JUHZ�XS�

in a one-career household where their mother 

was the primary breadwinner and their father 

ZDV�WKH�SULPDU\�FDUHWDNHU������JUHZ�XS�LQ�D�

VLQJOH�SDUHQW�KRXVHKROG�ZLWK�WKHLU�PRWKHU������

grew up in a single parent household with their 

IDWKHU������JUHZ�XS�LQ�D�KRXVHKROG�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�

¿W�DQ\�RI�WKHVH�GHVFULSWLRQV�

Self-Identifying as a 

feminist 0,1 0.4 ����

,QGLFDWHV�ZKHWKHU�UHVSRQGHQW�VHOI�LGHQWL¿HV�DV�

D�IHPLQLVW�����RU�QRW����

Believing men and 

women are equally 

suitable for politics ��� ���� �����

Indicates the extent to which respondent agrees 

ZLWK�WKH�VWDWHPHQW�³PHQ�DUH�EHWWHU�VXLWHG�

emotionally for politics.” Ranges from strongly 

����WR�QRW�DW�DOO����

Believing that men 

and women should 

have equal roles in 

society 1-4 ���� �����

Indicates the extent to which respondent be-

lieves that men and women should have equal 

roles in society. Ranges from strongly agrees 

����WR�VWURQJO\�GLVDJUHHV����
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6HOI�DVVHVVPHQW�RI�4XDOL¿FDWLRQV

Self-assessment of 

TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�WR�VHUYH�LQ�

student government 1-4 2.46 �����

Indicates respondent's level of self-perceived 

TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�IRU�VHUYLQJ�LQ�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW��

5DQJHV�IURP�YHU\�TXDOL¿HG�����WR�QRW�TXDOL¿HG������

&RQ¿GHQFH�RI�ZLQQLQJ�

RQH¶V�¿UVW�FDPSDLJQ�IRU�

student government 1-4 ���� �����

Indicates how likely respondent feels he or she 

would win a campaign for student government. 

5DQJHV�IURP�YHU\�OLNHO\�����WR�YHU\�XQOLNHO\�����

Believing oneself to be a 

good future candidate for 

SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH ��� 2.02 �����

Indicates whether respondent believes he or she 

ZRXOG�EH�D�JRRG�FDQGLGDWH�WR�UXQ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH�

LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��5DQJHV�IURP�\HV�����WR�QR������

Believing oneself to have 

the thick skin and high 

OHYHOV�RI�VHOI�FRQ¿GHQFH�

WR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH 0,1 0.42 �����

Indicates whether respondent believes he or she 

KDV�WKH�WKLFN�VNLQ�DQG�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�VHOI�FRQ¿GHQFH�

QHHGHG�WR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH�����RU�QRW������

Encouragement

Received encourage-

ment to run for student 

government 0,1 ���� �����

Indicates whether respondent has received any 

HQFRXUDJHPHQW�WR�UXQ�IRU�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�����RU�

QRW�����

Received encouragement 

to run for student gov-

ernment from a personal 

source 0,1 ����� ���

Indicates whether respondent has received encour-

agement from a family member, friend, or classmate 

WR�UXQ�IRU�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�����RU�QRW�����

Received encourage-

ment to run for student 

government from a 

source of higher author-

LW\��D�SURIHVVRU��VWXGHQW�

JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDO�RU�D�

FOXE�OHDGHU� 0,1 ����� 0.441

Indicates whether respondent has received en-

couragement from a professor or advisor, student 

JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDO��RU�FOXE�OHDGHU�WR�UXQ�IRU�VWXGHQW�

JRYHUQPHQW�����RU�QRW�����

3ROLWLFDO�(I¿FDF\�DQG�/HJLWLPDF\
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3ROLWLFDO�(I¿FDF\�DQG�/HJLWLPDF\

Belief that student 

JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�

DUH�TXDOL¿HG�IRU�WKHLU�

positions 0,1 ���� �����

Indicates whether respondent believes that, in general, 

PRVW�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�DUH�TXDOL¿HG�IRU�WKH�

SRVLWLRQV�WKH\�KROG�����RU�QRW�����

Belief that elected 

JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�

DUH�TXDOL¿HG�IRU�WKHLU�

positions 0,1 ���� 0.464

Indicates whether respondent believes that, in general, 

PRVW�HOHFWHG�JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�DUH�TXDOL¿HG�IRU�WKH�

SRVLWLRQV�WKH\�KROG�����RU�QRW�����

Belief that elected 

JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�

are well-intentioned 

public servants 0,1 ���� ���

indicates whether respondent believes that most 

SHRSOH�ZKR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH�DUH�ZHOO�LQWHQWLRQHG�DQG�

JHQXLQHO\�KRSH�WR�LPSURYH�VRFLHW\�����RU�WKDW�PRVW�

SHRSOH�ZKR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH�DUH�JHQHUDOO\�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�

WKHLU�RZQ�IDPH�DQG�SRZHU�����

Expectations of Sex-Based Discrimination

Expectations of the 

presence of sex-based 

discrimination when 

running for student 

government ��� 1.44 �����

Indicates the amount of sex-based discrimination 

respondent would expect to encounter in running for 

VWXGHQW�JRYHUQPHQW��5DQJHV�IURP�D�JUHDW�GHDO�����WR�

QRQH�����

Expectations of the 

presence of sex-based 

discrimination when 

running for public 

RI¿FH�ODWHU�LQ�OLIH ��� ���� �����

Indicates the amount of sex-based discrimination 

respondent would expect to encounter in running for 

SXEOLF�RI¿FH�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��5DQJHV�IURP�D�JUHDW�GHDO�����

WR�QRQH�����
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Feelings about Campaign Activities

Feelings about at-

tending fundraising 

functions 1-4 ���� �����

Indicates respondent’s feelings about attending fund-

raising functions for a campaign. Ranges from very 

SRVLWLYH�����WR�YHU\�QHJDWLYH������

Feelings about deliver-

ing speeches and par-

ticipating in debates in 

public 1-4 ���� �����

Indicates respondent’s feelings about delivering 

speeches and participating in debates in public. Ranges 

IURP�YHU\�SRVLWLYH�����WR�YHU\�QHJDWLYH������

Feelings about going 

door to door to meet 

constituents 1-4 ���� ����

Indicates respondent’s feelings about going door to 

door to meet constituents. Ranges from very positive 

����WR�YHU\�QHJDWLYH������

Feelings about dealing 

with public criticism 

and scrutiny 1-4 ���� �����

Indicates respondent’s feelings about dealing with the 

public criticism and scrutiny involved in running for 

RI¿FH��5DQJHV�IURP�YHU\�SRVLWLYH�����WR�YHU\�QHJDWLYH�

�����

Feelings about with 

the amount of time it 

WDNHV�WR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH 1-4 ���� �����

Indicates respondent’s feelings about the amount of 

WLPH�LW�WDNHV�WR�UXQ�IRU�RI¿FH��5DQJHV�IURP�YHU\�SRVL-

WLYH�����WR�YHU\�QHJDWLYH������
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TESTED AND FOUND WANTING:
A QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS OF LEGAL INTEGRATION

IN THE MEMBER STATES OF THE
2004 EUROPEAN UNION ENLARGEMENT 

Leigh Maltby

7KH�VXEMHFW�RI�(XURSHDQ�OHJDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�HQWHUHG�WKH�VSRWOLJKW�RI�LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�VWXGLHV�LQ�WKH�

PLG�����V�DQG�KDV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�PDLQWDLQ��LI�QRW�LQFUHDVH��LWV�SURPLQHQFH�LQ�VFKRODUO\�OLWHUDWXUH��0DW-

WOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU������������������$V�(JDQ��1XJHQW�DQG�3DWHUVRQ�LQGLFDWH��³1RW�RQO\�KDYH�GLIIHUHQW�

disciplines cast light on different aspects of the integration process and of the EU but so has there 

EHHQ�D�PXVKURRPLQJ�RI�YDU\LQJ�DSSURDFKHV�WR�(8�VWXGLHV�ZLWKLQ�GLVFLSOLQHV´��(JDQ��1XJHQW�DQG�3D-

WHUVRQ���������������6FKRODUV�XVLQJ�D�YDULHW\�PHWKRGV�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�(XURSHDQ�OHJDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�ZRXOG�

not have succeeded were it not for the European Court of Justice’s implementation of the doctrines of 

legal supremacy and direct effect, as well as the channel of preliminary reference rulings embedded 

LQ�$UWLFOH�����RI�WKH�7UHDW\�RI�5RPH���$FFRUGLQJ�WR�$UWLFOH������QDWLRQDO�MXGJHV�DUH�DOORZHG�WR��DQG�LQ�

VRPH�FDVHV�REOLJDWHG�WR��DVN�WKH�(XURSHDQ�&RXUW�RI�-XVWLFH��(&-��IRU�DQ�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�D�(XURSHDQ�

8QLRQ��(8��ODZ�ZKHQ�(8�ODZ�LV�JHUPDQH�WR�WKH�FDVH�DW�KDQG��0DQ\�VFKRODUV�DUJXH�WKDW�$UWLFOH�����LV�

the primary mechanism through which the ECJ has expanded its power and attempted to integrate 

WKH�OHJDO�V\VWHPV�RI�(XURSH��$V�$OHF�6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�7KRPDV�/��%UXQHOO�VWDWH��³WKH�SUHOLPLQDU\�UHIHU-

HQFH�SURFHGXUH�GHYHORSHG�LQWR�D�GHFHQWUDOL]HG�PHDQV�RI�HQIRUFLQJ�(&�ODZ�DQG«RI�LQFRUSRUDWLQJ�(&�

ODZ�LQWR�QDWLRQDO�ODZ´��6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO��������������

Considering the increasing interest in the European Court of Justice throughout political science, 

legal studies and international relations, it is no surprise that theories abound as to how the Court was 

able to legally integrate Europe.  These theories seek to explain a wide range of phenomena including 

general European legal integration, support for the ECJ, and the co-existence of national popular sov-

ereignty and European legal supremacy.  Nonetheless, one sub-category of European legal integration 

research is gaining momentum across disciplines:  an explanation for the variance in the number of 

$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�UHFHLYHG�E\�WKH�(&-�HDFK�\HDU���6RPH�RI�WKHVH�VWXGLHV�IRFXV�RQ�VSHFL¿F�PHPEHU�

VWDWHV¶�SDWWHUQV�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUUDOV��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�XQGHUWDNH�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�WUHQGV�RI�WKH�QXPEHU�

RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�PDGH�RQ�GLIIHUHQW�WRSLFV���,W�LV�WKLV�VPDOOHU�¿HOG�RI�(XURSHDQ�OHJDO�UHVHDUFK�

WKDW�,�KRSH�WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKURXJK�D�VWDWLVWLFDO�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�WUHQGV�RI�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����

UHIHUHQFHV�PDGH�E\�WKH�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�WKDW�MRLQHG�WKH�(8�GXULQJ�WKH������HQODUJHPHQW���6FKRODUV�

KDYH�DOUHDG\�FRQGXFWHG�VXEVWDQWLDO�UHVHDUFK�RQ�WKH�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFH�WUHQGV�����WKH�SDWWHUQV�DQG�

LQFRQVLVWHQFLHV�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�WLPHV�$UWLFOH�����KDV�EHHQ�LQYRNHG�E\�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�WR�UHIHU�D�FDVH�

RU�SRLQW�RI�FODUL¿FDWLRQ�WR�WKH�(&-��IRU�WKH�(8������7KXV��P\�UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQ�LV���ZKDW�H[SODLQV�

WKH�WUHQGV�RI�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�PDGH�E\�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�WKDW�MRLQHG�WKH�(XURSHDQ�
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8QLRQ�LQ�����"1

Literature Review

7KH�WKHRULHV�UHYLHZHG�IRU�WKLV�DQDO\VLV�VHHN�WR�DQVZHU�WZR�EDVLF�TXHVWLRQV���³+RZ�>GLG@�WKH�(&-�

>FRPH@�WR�EH�DQ�DXWKRULWDWLYH�OHJDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�LQVWLWXWLRQ��DQG�KRZ�>ZDV@�DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�UXOH�RI�

ODZ�±�ZKLFK�DFWXDOO\�ZRUNV�±�FUHDWHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�(8"´��$OWHU��������������+LVWRULFDOO\��WKHVH�SKL-

ORVRSKLHV�EXLOG�XSRQ�WZR�RI�WKH�IRXQGLQJ�WKHRULHV�RI�(XURSHDQ�LQWHJUDWLRQ�±�QHR�IXQFWLRQDOLVP�DQG�

intergovernmentalism. Recently, though, scholars have begun integrating international relations and 

European legal integration theories, creating neo-realist and social constructivist proposals of why 

and how European legal integration occurred.  

Neo-functionalism focuses on the factors that precipitate integration; arguing that the self-interest 

of different groups within member states, international and supranational institutions, and domestic 

DQG�PXOWLQDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�SUHFLSLWDWH�DFWLRQ�WKDW�SURSHOV�LQWHJUDWLRQ�IRUZDUG��-HQVHQ��������

�����������2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��QHR�UHDOLVW�VXSSRVLWLRQV�RI�WKH�LQWHJUDO�UROH�SOD\HG�E\�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�

guide integovernmentalist integration theory.  Intergovernmentalism asserts that though the indi-

vidual states may pool their sovereignty and dictate powers to the EU and its institutions, the member 

states of the EU retain their national sovereignty because they act based on their perceived best 

LQWHUHVWV��&LQL����������������

� $OWHU¶V�YHUVLRQ�RI�QHR�IXQFWLRQDOLVP�FRQWHQGV�WKDW�MXGLFLDO�HPSRZHUPHQW�RI�QDWLRQDO�ORZHU�

FRXUWV��FRPSHWLWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�FRXUWV�DQG�FRXUWV�RI�¿UVW�LQVWDQFH�ZLWKLQ�PHPEHU�VWDWHV��

DQG�GRPHVWLF�SROLWLFDO�LQWHUHVWV�WUDQVIRUPHG�(XURSHDQ�OHJDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ��$OWHU�������������������,Q�

KHU�TXDOLWDWLYH�DSSURDFK��WKH�WKUHH�LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOHV�SUHVHQWHG�LQFRUSRUDWH�MXGLFLDO�LQWHUHVWV�

DW�WZR�OHYHOV�RI�QDWLRQDO�MXGLFLDULHV�DQG�GRPHVWLF�SROLWLFDO�FRQFHUQV��ERWK�RI�ZKLFK�GLUHFWO\�LQÀXHQFH�

WKH�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�SUHVHQWHG�WR�WKH�(&-��$OWHU�������������������1RW�RQO\�GR�WKHVH�

variables contribute directly to possible reasons why the number of member state references differs, 

they also suggest that any comprehensive comparison between member states’ trends of the number 

RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�PDGH�WR�WKH�(&-�PXVW�WDNH�SODFH�RQ�D�VWDWH�OHYHO��UDWKHU�WKDQ�DQ�DJJUHJDWHG��

multi-state level.  However, Alter’s analysis fails to take into account the referrals made by national 

FRXUWV�RWKHU�WKDQ�FRXUWV�RI�¿UVW�LQVWDQFH�RU�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�FRXUWV��D�SUREOHP�ZKLFK�VWHPV�IURP�KHU�

FRQFHSWXDOL]DWLRQ�RI�ORZHU�FRXUWV�DV�RQO\�FRXUWV�RI�¿UVW�LQVWDQFH��$OWHU��������������$QRWKHU�ÀDZ�LQ�

WKLV�WKHRU\�LV�WKDW�WKH�RQO\�DFWRUV�FRQVLGHUHG�DUH�QDWLRQDO�ORZHU�DQG�KLJKHU�FRXUW�MXGJHV��GRPHVWLF�

SROLWLFLDQV�DQG�(&-�MXGJHV�

 An additional neo-functionalist theory championed by Jonathan Golub purports that the 

µWUDGLWLRQDO�PRGHO¶�RI�(XURSHDQ�OHJDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�±�DQ\�LQWHJUDWLRQ�PRGHO�WKDW�FRQWHQGV�WKDW�WKH�UROH�

RI�QDWLRQDO�MXGJHV�LV�WR�SURYLGH�WKH�(&-�ZLWK�$UWLFOH�����FDVHV��DV�LQ�$OWHU¶V�WKHRU\��±�DVVXPHV�WKDW�

DOO�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�ZLOO�KDYH�D�KLJK�UDWH�RI�SUHOLPLQDU\�UHIHUHQFHV�DQG�WKDW�QDWLRQDO�MXGJHV�RQO\�KDYH�

LQFHQWLYHV�WR�PDNH�UHIHUUDOV��*ROXE�������������������7KURXJK�D�FDVH�VWXG\�DQDO\VLV�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
1  The above research question is feasible in the sense that much of the information required is accessible through the inter-

QHW���7KH�VRFLDO�LPSRUWDQFH�DQG�VFLHQWL¿F�UHOHYDQFH�RI�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�SURYLGH�DQ�H[SODQDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�WUHQGV�RI�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SUHOLPLQDU\�
UXOLQJ�UHIHUHQFHV�PDGH�E\�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�ZKR�MRLQHG�LQ�WKH������HQODUJHPHQW�LV�WKDW�VXFK�DQ�H[SODQDWLRQ�HQWHUV�LQWR�GLDORJXH�ZLWK�
PXFK�RI�WKH�DOUHDG\�H[LVWLQJ�(XURSHDQ�OHJDO�OLWHUDWXUH��DQG�WKH�¿QDO�SURGXFW�FRXOG�HDVLO\�SURGXFH�UHVHDUFK�RQ�WKH������PHPEHU�VWDWHV�
that has yet to be thoroughly researched and documented.  Also, through a focus on only the 2004 enlargement, the data becomes 
manageable for an undergraduate researcher.  Finally, the assumption inherent in this question is that the number of preliminary ruling 
references each member state submits to the ECJ form measurable trends.
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ODZ�LQ�%ULWDLQ��*ROXE�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKDW�QDWLRQDO�MXGJHV�DFWXDOO\�IDFH�PDQ\�SROLWLFDO�GLVLQFHQWLYHV�IRU�

UHIHUULQJ�FDVHV�WR�WKH�(&-��*ROXE���������������7KHVH�GLVLQFHQWLYHV�GLIIHU�EHWZHHQ�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�DQG�

WRSLFV��*ROXE�������������������7KHVH�GLVLQFHQWLYHV��WKH�SROLWLFDO�VWUXFWXUH�RI�HDFK�MXGLFLDU\��DQG�WKH�

amount of time the nation has been a member state effects the number of preliminary references from 

HDFK�VWDWH��*ROXE�������������������,Q�VSLWH�RI�*ROXE¶V�QDUURZ�FDVH�VWXG\��KLV�FKRVHQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�

YDULDEOHV�LPSO\�IXWXUH�UHVHDUFK�VKRXOG�IRFXV�DQDO\VHV�RQ�WKH�WUHQGV�LQ�WRSLFV�FRQVLGHUHG�LQ�$UWLFOH�����

references across member states and include the length of EU membership and the political structure 

of the member state as independent variables.

6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO�WHVW�$OWHU�DQG�*ROXE¶V�WKHRULHV�WKURXJK�VWDWLVWLFDO�DQDO\VHV�RI�WKH�(8�����

XWLOL]LQJ�D�GDWDVHW�RI�SUHOLPLQDU\�UHIHUHQFHV�WKH\�DVVHPEOHG�RYHU�PDQ\�\HDUV�RI�UHVHDUFK�LQ�FRQMXQF-

WLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�UHVHDUFK�RI¿FHV�RI�WKH�(&-���7KH\�DOVR�SURSRVH�WKHLU�RZQ�WKHRU\�WKDW�WKH�YDULDQFH�LQ�

WKH�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�LV�FDXVHG�E\�GLIIHULQJ�OHYHOV�RI�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�DFWLYLW\�DPRQJ�WKH�

PHPEHU�VWDWHV���7KHLU�DQDO\VHV�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�FURVV�QDWLRQDO�WKHRULHV�WKDW�³HPSKDVL]H�WKH�UHFLSURFDO�

LPSDFW�RI�OLWLJDQWV�DQG�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�H[FKDQJH��(&�ODZ��DQG�MXGLFLDO�UXOHPDNLQJ´�DUH�EHWWHU�VXSSRUWHG�

E\�WKH�GDWDVHW��FRPSOHWHO\�GLVPLVVLQJ�$OWHU�DQG�*ROXE¶V�QHR�IXQFWLRQDOLVW�WKHRULHV��6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO��

�����������

Furthermore, Stone Sweet and Brunell rank European legal scholars, Walter Mattli and Anne-Marie 

6ODXJKWHU��µMXGLFLDO�HPSRZHUPHQW¶�WKHVLV�DV�D�FORVH�VHFRQG�EHKLQG�WKHLU�RZQ�SURSRVLWLRQ��6ZHHW�DQG�

%UXQHOO��������������0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU�SXUVXH�D�V\QWKHVLV�RI�QHR�IXQFWLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUJRYHUQPHQWDO�

OHJDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�WKHRU\��0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU������������������)LUVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW��0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJK-

ter contend that the core assumption of neo-functionalist and intergovernmental legal integration 

WKHRU\�WKDW�D�VWDWH�LV�D�XQLWDU\�DFWRU�QHHGV�WR�EH�UHVFLQGHG��0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU������������������

5DWKHU��WKH�VWDWH�LV�D�PL[WXUH�RI�VXE��DQG�VXSUD�QDWLRQDO�DFWRUV��0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU������������������

7KH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�WKH�DUWLFOH�SXWV�IRUWK�WKH�WKHRU\�WKDW�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�HDFK�RI�WKHVH�DFWRUV��VSHFL¿-

FDOO\�WKRVH�RI�QDWLRQDO�MXGJHV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDO�OLWLJDQWV��DQG�WKH�FRQVWUDLQWV�IDFLQJ�QDWLRQDO�FRXUWV�LQ�

SXUVXLQJ�WKHLU�LQWHUHVWV�±�FRQFHSWLRQV�RI�MXGLFLDO�OHJLWLPDF\��YDULDWLRQ�LQ�QDWLRQDO�SROLF\�SUHIHUHQFHV�

DQG�OHJDO�FXOWXUHV�DQG�GRFWULQHV�±�DOO�FRQWULEXWH�WR�(XURSHDQ�OHJDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ��0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU��

�����������������'HVSLWH�0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU¶V�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�WR�SHUFHLYH�WKH�VWDWH�DV�SDUW�RI�D�ODUJH�

network of both sub- and supra-national actors, their suggestion to operationalize the variables of 

actor interests and constraints through a detailed collection of the course of ECJ cases across a range 

of topics and from different member states corresponds more directly with in-depth qualitative case 

VWXGLHV�WKDQ�P\�TXDQWLWDWLYH�UHVHDUFK�GHVLJQ��0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU�������������

In direct contrast to Mattli and Slaughter’s article is Geoffrey Garret, R. Kelemen and Heiner Schulz’s 

QHR�UHDOLVW�WKHRU\�RI�(XURSHDQ�OHJDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ��*DUUHWW��.HOHPHQ�DQG�6FKXO]�������������������*DU-

ret, et. al., develop their theory around the core assertion that the ECJ and member states are rational 

VWUDWHJLF�DFWRUV��*DUUHWW��.HOHPHQ�DQG�6FKXO]���������������7KURXJK�JDPH�WKHRU\�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKUHH�

VHULHV�RI�FDVHV�±�DJULFXOWXUDO�LPSRUWV��HTXDO�WUHDWPHQW�RI�WKH�VH[HV�DQG�VWDWH�OLDELOLW\�IRU�YLRODWLRQ�RI�

(8�ODZ�±�WKH\�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�WKH�FODULW\�RI�(&-�FDVH�ODZ�SUHFHGHQW��GRPHVWLF�FRVWV�WR�D�PHPEHU�

state of an ECJ ruling, the rate of activism of the ECJ, and the number of member state governments 

DGYHUVHO\�DIIHFWHG�E\�DQ�(&-�UXOLQJ�DUH�DOO�YDULDEOHV�WKDW�LQÀXHQFHG�PHPEHU�VWDWH�DFFHSWDQFH�RI�(X-

URSHDQ�OHJDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ��*DUUHWW��.HOHPHQ�DQG�6FKXO]�������������������7KH�SUREOHP�LQKHUHQW�LQ�WKLV�

intergovernmentalist approach to European legal integration is that there are numerous other actors 
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beyond the ECJ and the state, as noted by many other European legal scholars.  Garrett published an 

article in response to his critics, which conceded the point that actors other than the member states 

and the ECJ are involved in European legal integration, but held to his belief that governments utilize 

FRVW�EHQH¿W�DQDO\VLV�ZKHQ�DFFHSWLQJ�(XURSHDQ�OHJDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ��*DUUHWW�����������������

Not to be deterred, Mattli and Slaughter published a critique of Garrett’s response in which they agree 

ZLWK�*DUUHWW¶V�WKHRU\��DQG�UH¿QH�WKHLU�RZQ�WKHRU\�RI�VWDWH�SUHIHUHQFHV��0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU��������

�����������7KH\�FRQWHQG�WKDW�WKH�(&-�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�DGYDQFHG�ZLWKRXW�WKH�OHJLWLPDF\�GHULYHG�IURP�

WKH�QDWLRQDO�FRXUWV��0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU��������������,Q�D�ODWHU�ZRUN��0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU�UH¿QHG�

WKHLU�QHR�IXQFWLRQDOLVW�WKHRU\�HYHQ�IXUWKHU�DQG�VSHFL¿HG�WKH�LQFHQWLYHV�DQG�FRQVWUDLQWV�WR�MXGLFLDO�

HPSRZHUPHQW��0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU�������������������

The debate between Garrett and Mattli and Slaughter informs prospective research agendas by estab-

lishing the conceptualization of member states and the ECJ as amalgamates of interconnected groups, 

QHWZRUNV��DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQV��DOO�ZLWK�WKHLU�RZQ�LQWHUHVWV���0RUHRYHU��WKH�IXUWKHU�UH¿QLQJ�RI�ERWK�WKHR-

ries provides researchers with more concrete variables and concepts to test, including the national 

MXGLFLDO�SUHIHUHQFHV�RI�MXGLFLDO�UHYLHZ��MXGLFLDO�FRPSHWLWLRQ�DQG�SURPRWLRQ�RI�QDWLRQDO�SROLFLHV�WKDW�

SURPRWH�WKH�SROLF\�LQWHUHVWV�RI�QDWLRQDO�MXGJHV��0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU�����������������

Kenneth Armstrong is another interdisciplinary scholar to incorporate international relations theory 

with his theory of European legal integration.  He concludes that the independent variables espoused 

E\�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�WKHRU\�±�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��SURFHGXUHV��DQG�VXEVWDQWLYH�DQG�QRUPDWLYH�HOHPHQWV�RI�QD-

WLRQDO�DQG�(XURSHDQ�MXGLFLDO�V\VWHPV�±�UHTXLUH�UHVHDUFKHUV�WR�UHIRUPXODWH�WKHLU�K\SRWKHVHV�WR�UHÀHFW�

WKH�³GLIIHUHQWLDWHG�DQG�FRPSOH[�V\VWHP�RI�LQWHU�OLQNHG�UHJLPHV�RU�QHWZRUNV´�LQKHUHQW�LQ�DQ\�JLYHQ�

PHPEHU�VWDWH¶V�MXGLFLDO�V\VWHP��DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�WKH�(&-��0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU��������������$UPVWURQJ¶V�

LQVWLWXWLRQDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�WKHRU\�LPSDUWV�D�VSHFL¿F�LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH�WKDW�PD\�KDYH�DQ�HIIHFW�RQ�WKH�

WUHQGV�RI�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�PDGH�E\�PHPEHU�VWDWHV���WKH�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�QRUPV�RI�

both national and European courts.  Still, the operationalization of these structures and norms pres-

ents an especially perplexing conundrum for researchers.    

At the heart of Gregory Caldeira and James Gibson’s social constructivist theory of legitimizing the 

ECJ is the assumption that a main component of legal integration is the acceptance of the ECJ as 

OHJLWLPDWH�DPRQJ�WKH�SXEOLF��&DOGHLUD�DQG�*LEVRQ�������������������7KH\�EXLOG�WKLV�WKHRU\�WKURXJK�D�

quantitative analysis of independent variables that, they maintain, are typically not considered in legal 

LQWHJUDWLRQ�WKHRU\��&DOGHLUD�DQG�*LEVRQ���������������7KHVH�YDULDEOHV�LQFOXGH�VRFLDO�FODVV��XQLRQL]HG�

vs. nonunionized labor, gender, view of the EU, and how people perceive the law and knowledge of the 

(&-��&DOGHLUD�DQG�*LEVRQ�������������������&DOGHLUD�DQG�*LEVRQ¶V�LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOHV�GHPRQVWUDWH�

how to operationalize support for the ECJ as an independent variable, explaining the varied trends 

among member states.  It also suggests that if a member state’s population perceives the ECJ as legiti-

PDWH��LWV�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�ZLOO�LQFUHDVH��

Concepts

7KH�WKHRULHV�RXWOLQHG�DERYH�VKDUH�¿YH�FRUH�FRQFHSWV�WKDW�DUH�SHUWLQHQW�WR�P\�UHVHDUFK�GXH�WR�WKHLU�

widespread use and incorporation across disciplines and theories of European legal integration:  

European legal integration, member states, disaggregate sovereignty and national courts.  European 

legal integration is conceptualized as the synthesis of member states’ national laws and legal systems 
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with European Union laws as brought about by the constitutionalization of the Treaty of Rome by the 

ECJ through the adoption and promotion of the doctrines of direct effect and EU legal supremacy 

�6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO��������������7KLV�LQWHJUDWLRQ�KDV�WDNHQ�SODFH�ZLWKLQ�(8�PHPEHU�VWDWHV��GH¿QHG�

DV�WKRVH�FRXQWULHV�WKDW�LQFOXGH�:HEHU¶V�³FRHUFLYH�PRQRSRO\�RI�WKH�XVH�RI�IRUFH�´�D�ERXQGHG�WHUULWRU\�

ZLWKLQ�ZKLFK�D�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�SHRSOH�VKDUH�D�FRPPRQ�FXOWXUH��ODQJXDJH�DQG�ULJKWV�XQGHU�D�VSHFL¿F�

legal system, are governed by the same political institutions and international recognition, and have 

relinquished some of their sovereignty to the European institutions upon entry into the EU.  The 2004 

PHPEHU�VWDWHV�DUH�WKRVH�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�WKDW�MRLQHG�WKH�(8�WKURXJK�WKH������HQODUJHPHQW���WKH�&]HFK�

Republic, Cyprus, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia.

All of the theories of European legal integration tested in the forthcoming statistical analysis consider 

WKH�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�WR�H[KLELW�GLVDJJUHJDWH�VRYHUHLJQW\���,�DGRSW�0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU¶V�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�

WKLV�FRQFHSW�DV�³DQ�LPDJH�RI�GLIIHUHQW�JRYHUQPHQWDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV�LQWHUDFWLQJ�ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHU��ZLWK�

individuals and groups in domestic and transnational society and with supra-national institutions” 

�0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU���������������

$OWKRXJK�6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO�FRQFHSWXDOL]H�QDWLRQDO�FRXUWV�LQ�D�WKUHH�WLHUHG�KLHUDUFK\�±�ORZHU��

LQWHUPHGLDWH�DQG�KLJKHU�FRXUWV�±�WKDW�WDNHV�LQWR�DFFRXQW�PRUH�DFWRUV�WKDQ�$OWHU¶V�GXDO�FRQFHSWXDOL]D-

WLRQ�±�ORZHU�DQG�KLJKHU�FRXUWV�±�WKH�OLPLWV�RI�WKH�SXEOLFO\�DFFHVVLEOH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQO\�SHUPLWV�WKH�

UHVHDUFKHU�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�UHIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�ORZHU�DQG�KLJK�FRXUWV��6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO�������DQG�

$OWHU�������������������/RZHU�FRXUWV�DUH�FRQFHSWXDOL]HG�DV�RQO\�FRXUWV�RI�¿UVW�LQVWDQFH�ZLWKLQ�QDWLRQDO�

MXGLFLDO�V\VWHPV���+LJK�FRXUWV�DUH�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�DQ\�QDWLRQDO�FRXUW�WKDW�LV�QRW�D�FRXUW�RI�¿UVW�LQ-

stance.  High courts then include appellate courts, constitutional courts and courts of last instance.  

Variables

As stated above, the variables considered in the subsequent analysis are drawn from the previously 

GLVFXVVHG�WKHRULHV�RI�(XURSHDQ�OHJDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�DV�PHDVXUHG�E\�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHU-

ences made by each 2004 member state.  Thus, the dependent variable being measured in each of the 

WKHRULHV�LV�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�PDGH�E\�D�PHPEHU�VWDWH�IURP������WR��������7KH�

LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOHV�XQGHU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�DUH�WKH�PHPEHU�VWDWHV¶�QDWLRQDO�OHJDO�V\VWHPV��MXGLFLDO�HP-

powerment, publicly perceived legitimacy of each EU institution, and transnational activity.  Unfortu-

QDWHO\��PDQ\�RI�WKH�LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOHV�LGHQWL¿HG�LQ�WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�WKHRULHV�DUH�QRW�SODXVLEOH�

YDULDEOHV�IRU�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFW�GXH�WR�WLPH�DQG�¿VFDO�FRQVWUDLQWV��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�TXDQWLWDWLYH�DQG�

JHQHUDOL]LQJ�QDWXUH�RI�WKLV�SURMHFW�2

Research Design

7KH�UHVHDUFK�XQGHUWDNHQ�IRU�WKLV�SURMHFW�LV�PRGHOHG�RQ�6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO¶V�TXDQWLWDWLYH�

DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�RI�WKH�

(8�����6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO���������7KHLU�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�DQDO\VLV�RI�YDULRXV�(XURSHDQ�OHJDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�
�� �7KH�H[FOXGHG�YDULDEOHV�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�WKH�OLWHUDWXUH�UHYLHZ�DUH�WKH�LQFHQWLYHV�DQG�GLVLQFHQWLYHV�IRU�QDWLRQDO�MXGJHV�WR�UHIHU�

cases to the ECJ, the interests of numerous sub- and supra-national actors and the constraints facing these actors.  Through further 
UHVHDUFK��,�KRSH�WR�PHDVXUH�QDWLRQDO�MXGJHV¶�LQFHQWLYHV�DQG�GLVLQFHQWLYHV�E\�H[DPLQLQJ�ZKHWKHU�MXGJHV�DUH�DSSRLQWHG�RU�HOHFWHG�WR�WKHLU�
SRVLWLRQV�DQG�KRZ�DSSRLQWHG�MXGJHV�DUH�FKRVHQ�IRU�WKHLU�SRVLWLRQV��ZKLFK�ZLOO�PHDVXUH�WKH�OHYHO�RI�SROLWLFDO�LQÀXHQFH�LQ�WKLV�SURFHVV���
Also, as discussed in my conclusion, a dataset modeled on the one published by Stone Sweet and Brunell needs to be created and 
NHSW�XS�WR�GDWH���7KLV�GDWDVHW�ZRXOG�LQFOXGH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�PDWWHU�RI�HDFK�SUHOLPLQDU\�UHIHUHQFH�DQG�WKH�W\SH�RI�OLWLJDQWV�
involved with each preliminary reference, among other basic information.  
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theories constructs a sound methodological foundation upon which my own analysis is built.  It draws 

upon different areas of European legal integration theory to create its tests and hypotheses, effectively 

testing the theoretical literature against empirical data and statistical analyses.  It is through these 

tests that I hope to replicate and expand in order to determine which variables explain the variance in 

WKH�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�PDGH�E\�WKRVH�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�WKDW�MRLQHG�WKH�(8�LQ������

7KH�¿UVW�WKHRU\�WHVWHG�LV�$UPVWURQJ¶V�SURSRVDO�WKDW�WKH�W\SH�RI�OHJDO�V\VWHP�D�PHPEHU�VWDWH�SRVVHVVHV�

LQÀXHQFHV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�WKH�VWDWH�ZLOO�PDNH�LQ�DQ\�JLYHQ�\HDU��$UPVWURQJ��

�����������������7KH�LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH�WHVWHG�XQGHU�WKLV�WKHRU\�LV�WKH�W\SH�RI�QDWLRQDO�OHJDO�V\VWHP���

To test this theory, all of the 2004 member states were divided into two groups:  states with civil law 

V\VWHPV�DQG�VWDWHV�ZLWK�FRPPRQ�ODZ�V\VWHPV��FRGHG�DV���DQG����UHVSHFWLYHO\���VHH�$SSHQGL[�2QH������

the total numbers of references made between 2004 and 2010 were tallied for each member state.  

The hypothesis is that states with civil law systems will request more references than those states with 

common law systems.

7KH�VHFRQG�WKHRU\�DVVHVVHG�LV�$OWHU¶V�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�MXGLFLDO�HPSRZHUPHQW�WKHVLV��$OWHU������������

������7KH�LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOHV�IRXQG�KHUH�DUH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SUHOLPLQDU\�UHIHUHQFHV�VRXJKW�E\�ORZHU�

courts and the amount of references coming from higher courts for all of the 2004 member states 

IURP�������������$FFRUGLQJ�WR�$OWHU¶V�WKHRU\��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�IURP�WKH�ORZHU�

courts should be greater than the number from the higher courts.

1H[W��WKH�DOWHUQDWH�PRGHO�RI�MXGLFLDO�HPSRZHUPHQW�SURSRVHG�E\�0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU�LV�WHVWHG���7KH�

VSHFL¿F�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHLQJ�H[DPLQHG�LV�WKH�HIIHFW�RI�WKH�W\SH�RI�QDWLRQDO�OHJDO�V\VWHP�DQG�WKH�DPRXQW�

RI�FRPSHWLWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�QDWLRQDO�FRXUWV�RQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV��0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU��

����������������7KH�W\SH�RI�OHJDO�V\VWHP�LV�RSHUDWLRQDOL]HG�DV�DERYH�LQ�P\�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�$UPVWURQJ¶V�

theory, and the competition between courts is measured as a function of the number of references 

made by low and high courts.  The hypothesis posited by Mattli and Slaughter’s theory is that if the to-

WDO�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�LQFUHDVH�DV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�ORZHU�FRXUW�UHIHUHQFHV�LQFUHDVH��DQG�LI�

WKH�QXPEHU�RI�ORZHU�FRXUW�UHIHUHQFHV�LV�JUHDWHU�LQ�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�ZLWK�FLYLO�ODZ�V\VWHPV��WKHQ�MXGLFLDO�

FRPSHWLWLRQ�DQG�WKH�W\SH�RI�QDWLRQDO�OHJDO�V\VWHP�ERWK�GLUHFWO\�LQÀXHQFH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SUHOLPLQDU\�

references produced by a member state.  

)RXUWK��&DOGHLUD�DQG�*LEVRQ¶V�WKHRU\�RQ�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�SXEOLF�OHJLWLPDF\�RI�WKH�(&-�RQ�WKH�WRWDO�

QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�LV�DOVR�WHVWHG��&DOGHLUD�DQG�*LEVRQ����������7KH�LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH�

investigated under this theory is publicly perceived legitimacy of the ECJ.  It is operationalized by 

aggregating Eurobarometer data from 2004 to 2010 on the public’s trust in the ECJ for each 2004 

member state and comparing it to the level of public trust in other EU institutions.  The Eurobarom-

HWHU�FROOHFWV�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DV�WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�DQVZHUHG�³WHQG�WR�WUXVW�´�³WHQG�WR�

QRW�WUXVW´�RU�³GRQ¶W�NQRZ´�RQ�WKH�SROO��(XURSHDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ���7KH�K\SRWKHVLV�GHULYHG�IURP�&DOGHLUD�

and Gibson’s theory is that if a member state’s population perceives the ECJ as legitimate, its number 

RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�ZLOO�LQFUHDVH���

)LQDOO\��,�HYDOXDWH�WKH�WKHRU\�SURSRVHG�E\�6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO�LQ�WKHLU������DUWLFOH���WKHUH�LV�D�

GLUHFW�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�DFWLYLW\�DQG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�PHPEHU�

VWDWHV�VROLFLW��6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO���������$V�SHU�WKHLU�DUWLFOH��WUDQVQDWLRQDO�DFWLYLW\�LV�RSHUDWLRQDOL]HG�

as the amount of intra-EU trade and the number of direct actions and regulations passed each year by 
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the EU.�  Stone Sweet and Brunell hypothesize that if intra-EU trade and the number of direct actions 

DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�LQFUHDVHV��WKHQ�VR�WRR�GRHV�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�PDGH�E\�DOO�RI�

WKH�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�IURP������WR��������

 My research seeks to test the above hypotheses derived from scholarly literature on Eu-

URSHDQ�OHJDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�DJDLQVW�WKH�DFWXDO�KLVWRULFDO�QXPEHUV�DQG�WUHQGV�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�

IRU�VSHFL¿F�PHPEHU�VWDWHV���$�FRUH�DVVXPSWLRQ�RI�P\�UHVHDUFK�LV�WKDW�VWDWHV�DUH�GLVDJJUHJDWH�HQWLWLHV�

consisting of numerous actors, and that these national actors then interact with the international and 

supranational actors of the ECJ and other international organizations. This assumption directly ef-

fects the variables that I have chosen to test. Rather than only testing variables that measure national 

court to ECJ interactions, such as the number of lower and higher court references from each 2004 

member state or the type of national legal system of the member states, I have chosen to include 

sociological and economic factors such as public opinion data and intra-EU trade measurements.  I 

believe that including factors outside of strictly court-to-court interactions will provide a better analy-

sis of possible factors contributing to the success or failure of European legal integration, as measured 

by the reference trends of each member state.   I have chosen to focus on those member states that 

MRLQHG�WKH�(8�WKURXJK�WKH�HQODUJHPHQWV�RI������DQG������GXH�WR�WKH�ODFN�RI�VFKRODUO\�UHVHDUFK�RQ�WKH�

QXPEHU�DQG�WUHQGV�RI�WKH�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�PDGH�E\�WKHVH�PHPEHU�VWDWHV��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�WLPH�

DQG�¿VFDO�FRQVWUDLQWV�RI�WKLV�SURMHFW���

Data Analysis

To assess Armstrong’s theory, a comparison of means test was run, using the total number of Article 

����UHIHUHQFHV�IURP�HDFK�PHPEHU�VWDWH�RYHU�WKH�SHULRG������WR������DV�WKH�GHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH�DQG�

WKH�W\SH�RI�OHJDO�V\VWHP��HLWKHU�FLYLO�RU�FRPPRQ�ODZ��DV�WKH�LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH���7DEOH�2QH�VKRZV�

the results of the comparison of means as created in SPSS.  According to this analysis, those member 

VWDWHV�ZLWK�FLYLO�ODZ�OHJDO�V\VWHPV�UHIHUUHG�DQ�DYHUDJH�RI�������UHIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������

FRPSDUHG�WR�DQ�DYHUDJH�RI�RQO\�����UHIHUHQFHV�PDGH�E\�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�ZLWK�FRPPRQ�ODZ�V\VWHPV�RYHU�

the same seven-year period.  

These results speak directly to Armstrong’s thesis.  This analysis supports the above stated hypothesis 

derived from Armstrong’s theory.  Since the comparison of means proves that those 2004 member 

states with civil law legal systems referred over nine times more cases to the ECJ for preliminary 

ruling than those with common law legal systems, the hypothesis must be accepted that member 

VWDWHV�ZLWK�FLYLO�ODZ�V\VWHPV�ZLOO�UHIHU�PRUH�FDVHV�WR�WKH�(&-�XQGHU�$UWLFOH�����WKDQ�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�

with common law systems.  Still, this test does not answer, and was not designed to answer, why this 

variance in the number of preliminary ruling references occurs between member states with differing 

legal traditions.

2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��$OWHU¶V�WKHRU\�RI�MXGLFLDO�HPSRZHUPHQW�LV�QRW�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�GDWD�FROOHFWHG�E\�

the ECJ.  This data is presented in Figure One as a bar graph measuring the number of lower and 

KLJKHU�FRXUW�UHIHUHQFHV�IRU�HDFK�PHPEHU�VWDWH�IURP������WR��������7KH�DFWXDO�YDOXHV�IRU�HDFK�\HDU�SHU�

PHPEHU�VWDWH�DUH�GLVSOD\HG�LQ�7DEOH�7ZR���)LJXUH�2QH�VLJQL¿HV�WKDW�$OWHU¶V�WKHRU\�RQO\�KROGV�LQ�WZR�RI�

�� �)RU�D�IXOO�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�KRZ�WKHVH�YDULDEOHV�ZHUH�RULJLQDOO\�RSHUDWLRQDOL]HG��SOHDVH�VHH�$OHF�6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�7KRPDV�/��
%UXQHOO���³7KH�(XURSHDQ�&RXUW�DQG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�&RXUWV���D�6WDWLVWLFDO�$QDO\VLV�RI�3UHOLPLQDU\�5HIHUHQFHV���������´�-RXUQDO�RI�(XURSHDQ�
3XEOLF�3ROLF\����QR�����������
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WKH�WHQ������PHPEHU�VWDWHV��WKH�&]HFK�5HSXEOLF�DQG�+XQJDU\����7KXV��WKH�K\SRWKHVLV�GHULYHG�IURP�

$OWHU¶V�WKHRU\�RI�MXGLFLDO�HPSRZHUPHQW��WKDW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�ORZHU�FRXUW�UHIHUHQFHV�ZLOO�EH�KLJKHU�WKDQ�

WKRVH�UHTXHVWHG�E\�KLJK�FRXUWV��PXVW�EH�UHMHFWHG��DW�OHDVW�DV�LW�SHUWDLQV�WR�WKH������PHPEHU�VWDWHV�DV�

an aggregate entity.  

However, the data does suggest that Alter’s thesis is valid in certain member states.  This result poses 

a new puzzle for researchers:  what conditions are present, or missing, in Hungary and the Czech 

5HSXEOLF�WKDW�FDXVH�ORZHU�FRXUWV�WR�UHIHU�PRUH�FDVHV�XQGHU�$UWLFOH�����WKDQ�KLJK�FRXUWV"��7KLV�LV�D�

puzzle worth exploring in the future through in-depth qualitative analyses that could only take place 

LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�¿HOG�UHVHDUFK���

7KH�DOWHUQDWLYH�EUDQG�RI�MXGLFLDO�HPSRZHUPHQW�SURSRVHG�E\�0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU�LV�SDUWLDOO\�UHSUH-

VHQWHG�E\�WKH�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�PHDQV�WHVW�SUHYLRXVO\�GLVFXVVHG�XQGHU�$UPVWURQJ¶V�WKHRU\��VHH�7DEOH�

2QH����0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�LV�GLUHFWO\�FRUUHODWHG�WR�

the type of legal system within a member state.  As discussed in consideration of Armstrong’s theory, 

there is a trend for member states with civil law systems to refer more cases, on average, than those 

ZLWK�FRPPRQ�ODZ�V\VWHPV���7KLV�¿QGLQJ�VXSSRUWV�0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU¶V�DUJXPHQW��DQG�WKH�UHVHDUFK-

er accepts the same hypothesis as under Armstrong.  

$QRWKHU�FRPSRQHQW�RI�0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU¶V�WKHRU\�LV�WKDW�LW�LV�H[SHFWHG�WKDW�³WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�

EHWZHHQ�WKH�(XURSHDQ�&RXUW�DQG�WKH�QDWLRQDO�FRXUWV�>ZLOO@�JURZ�WLJKWHU�RYHU�WLPH��PHDVXUDEOH�LQ�SDUW�

E\�LQFUHDVLQJO\�KLJKHU�OHYHOV�RI�DUW������DFWLYLW\´��6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO��������������$V�6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�

%UXQHOO�GLG�IRU������������,�WHVWHG�WKLV�WKHRU\�E\�JUDSKLQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�UHIHUHQFHV�IRU�DOO�RI�WKH������

member states over the time period 2004-2010 in Figure Two.  The graph illustrates that, indeed, 

the total number of preliminary references does increase over time.4 This general trend is further 

demonstrated through an examination of each member states’ annual references, as seen in Figure 

Three.  Therefore, the data suggests that the ECJ and national courts have generally formed a closer 

UHODWLRQVKLS�RYHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�VHYHQ�\HDUV�VLQFH�WKH������PHPEHU�VWDWHV�MRLQHG�WKH�(8���

In order to test the theory advanced by Caldeira and Gibson that as the percentage of the public in 

each member state who perceives the ECJ as legitimate increases, so too will the number of Article 

����UHIHUHQFHV���,�FRPSLOHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�WUXVW�HDFK�PHPEHU�VWDWHV¶�SRSXODWLRQ�KDG�

in the EU institutions over the seven-year period of 2004-2010 using data collected by the public 

RSLQLRQ�VXUYH\V�RI�WKH�(XUREDURPHWHU��(XURSHDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ���,�WKHQ�UDQ�EL�YDULDWH�UHJUHVVLRQV�RQ�

the average trust, lack of trust and uncertainty all of the 2004 member states had for the ECJ, Council 

of Ministers, European Commission and European Parliament between 2004 and 2010.�  The results 

of this correlation test are seen in Table Three.

Even though Stone Sweet and Brunell originally tested Caldeira and Gibson’s theory using a multi-

variate regression on diffuse support, population and GDP, this statistical avenue makes little sense 

IRU�P\�VWXG\�IRU�WZR�UHDVRQV��6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO�������������)LUVW��6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO�HPSOR\HG�

the information found in Caldeira and Gibson’s index of diffuse support as the data for their diffuse 

VXSSRUW�LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH��6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO��������������8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKLV�LQGH[�RQO\�FRQWDLQV�

�� �$OWKRXJK�WKH�VKDUS�GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�DQQXDO�QXPEHU�RI�UHIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ������DQG������GRHV�QRW�VWULFWO\�XQGHUPLQH�
0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU¶V�WKHVLV��LW�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�DQG�DQDO\]HG�LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�GDWD�IURP�VXEVHTXHQW�\HDUV��DV�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
becomes available.  

�� �7KH�(XURSHDQ�&HQWUDO�%DQN�ZDV�QRW�FRQVLGHUHG�LQ�P\�DQDO\VLV�EHFDXVH�QRW�DOO�RI�WKH�FRXQWULHV�XQGHU�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�DUH�
members of the Eurozone. 
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LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�(8�����&DOGHLUD�DQG�*LEVRQ������������������7KXV��,�KDG�WR�UHO\�RQ�SXEOLVKHG�

Eurobarometer data, which bring the discussion to the second reason why a multivariate regression 

would not be appropriate in this case.  Due to the multi-colinearity of the Eurobarometer polls, any 

5��YDOXH�IRUPXODWHG�IURP�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�DUWL¿FLDOO\�HQÀDPHG���,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��SXEOLF�SHU-

FHSWLRQ�LQ�RQH�\HDU�LV�LQÀXHQFHG�E\�SXEOLF�SHUFHSWLRQ�WKH�\HDU�EHIRUH��ZKLFK�FDXVHV�D�IDOVHO\�KLJK�SHU-

FHQWDJH�RI�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�WR�EH�H[SODLQHG�E\�SXEOLF�OHJLWLPDF\�RI�WKH�(&-���

However, by running a bi-variate regression, it is possible to determine the strength and direction of 

the relationship between the total number of preliminary references made by the 2004 member states 

between 2004 and 2010 and public legitimacy of various EU institutions by examining the resulting 

Pearson’s-r for each regression.  

As seen in Table Three, the Pearson’s correlation value for each of the EU institutions is very close 

WR�]HUR���$W�EHVW��WKHUH�LV�D�ZHDN�FRUUHODWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�DQG�

public legitimacy of the EU institutions.  Considering the ECJ exclusively, the Pearson correlation 

RI�WKH�DYHUDJH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQV�RI�WKH������PHPEHU�VWDWHV�WKDW�WUXVW�WKH�(&-�LV����������

This indicates that there is a weak, negative relationship between the level of trust the populations 

of the 2004 member states have in the ECJ and how many references were made to the ECJ by these 

member states.  This result directly contradicts the hypothesis derived from Caldeira and Gibson’s 

WKHRU\���,QVWHDG�RI�ULVLQJ�SXEOLF�OHJLWLPDF\�RI�WKH�(&-��PHDVXUHG�DV�WUXVW�LQ�WKH�(&-��LQFUHDVLQJ�WKH�

total number of preliminary references, increased legitimacy actually slightly decreases the number of 

UHIHUHQFHV���7KHUHIRUH��WKH�RULJLQDO�K\SRWKHVLV�PXVW�EH�UHMHFWHG���

Unlike the above analyses, the analysis for Stone Sweet and Brunell’s transnational activity was 

completed using two different methods.  This is due to the fact that the independent variables used 

E\�6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO�WR�PHDVXUH�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�DFWLYLW\�±�LQWUD�(8�WUDGH�OHYHOV�DQG�WKH�QXPEHU�

RI�GLUHFWLYHV�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�SXEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�(8�HDFK�\HDU�±�DUH�RQ�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�OHYHOV���LQWUD�(8�

trade is on a state-by-state level, while directives and regulations measure the EU as a whole on a 

VXSUD�QDWLRQDO�OHYHO���+HQFH��,�¿UVW�SHUIRUPHG�D�EL�YDULDWH�UHJUHVVLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�WRWDO�DPRXQW�RI�LQWUD�

(8�WUDGH�IRU�HDFK������PHPEHU�VWDWH�DV�WKH�LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH�DQG�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����

UHIHUHQFHV�DV�WKH�GHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH��6HH�7DEOH�)RXU����,�WKHQ�JUDSKHG�WKH�OHYHO�RI�WRWDO�LQWUD�(8�WUDGH�

for the 2004 member states for each year and the number of EU directives and regulations for each 

\HDU��6HH�)LJXUHV�)RXU�DQG�)LYH����

As recorded in Table Four, the Pearson correlation for the total intra-EU trade for the 2004 member 

VWDWHV�EHWZHHQ������DQG������DQG�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�SUHOLPLQDU\�UHIHUHQFHV�PDGH�E\�WKHVH�VDPH�

PHPEHU�VWDWHV�RYHU�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�SHULRG�LV���������7KLV�VLJQL¿HV�WKDW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�LV�IDLUO\�ZHDN�

DQG�SRVLWLYH���$�SRVLWLYH�UHODWLRQVKLS�PDWFKHV�6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO¶V�K\SRWKHVLV�DQG�¿QGLQJV��EXW�

WKH�ZHDN�UHODWLRQVKLS�FRQWUDVWV�ZLWK�WKH�VWURQJ�FRUUHODWLRQ�WKH\�¿QG�IRU�WKH�(8�����6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO��

������������

A comparison of Figure Four and Figure Two further indicates that Stone Sweet and Brunell’s conclu-

sions may not apply to the 2004 member states.  Contrary to what these scholars hypothesize, the ag-

JUHJDWH�OHYHO�RI�LQWUD�(8�WUDGH�RI�WKH������PHPEHU�VWDWHV��PHDVXUHG�DV�WKH�VXP�RI�WKH�WUDGH�EDODQFHV�

RI�WKH������PHPEHU�VWDWHV�IRU�HDFK�\HDU�LQ�TXHVWLRQ��GHFUHDVHV�EHWZHHQ������DQG�������ZKLOH�WKH�

WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�LQFUHDVHV���+RZHYHU��IURP������WR�������WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�LV�DV�

predicted by Stone Sweet and Brunell’s theory with the number of preliminary ruling references and 
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total intra-EU trade increasing for the 2004 member states.  On account of this incongruity between 

WKH�SDWWHUQV�RI�WKH�WZR�YDULDEOHV��LW�LV�QRW�SRVVLEOH�WR�SRVLWLYHO\�DFFHSW�RU�UHMHFW�WKH�¿UVW�SRUWLRQ�RI�

Stone Sweet and Brunell’s hypothesis as it pertains to the 2004 member states.  

Nonetheless, a side-by-side examination of Figure Two and Figure Four supports the second clause 

of Stone Sweet and Brunell’s hypothesis.  Figure Four depicts the annual number of EU directives 

and regulations.  When compared to Figure Two, a clear relationship emerges.  For the years 2004 to 

������ERWK�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�DQG�(8�GLUHFWLYHV�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�ULVH���%XW�LQ�������

WKH�QXPEHU�RI�GLUHFWLYHV�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�GHFUHDVHV�GUDPDWLFDOO\�ZKLOH�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�FRQWLQXH�

WR�LQFUHDVH���$OWKRXJK��DV�QRWHG�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�DQDO\VLV�RI�0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU¶V�MXGLFLDO�HPSRZHU-

PHQW�WKHRU\��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SUHOLPLQDU\�UHIHUHQFHV�GRHV�GURS�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�EHWZHHQ������DQG��������

Unfortunately, data on the number of EU directives and regulations published in 2010 has not yet 

been made available to the public.  So, it is impossible to tell whether the decrease in the number of 

preliminary ruling references is a response to the fall in the number of directives and regulations in 

the previous year.  

,Q�OLJKW�RI�WKH�OLPLWHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DYDLODEOH��DQG�WKH�UHVWULFWHG�PRGHV�RI�DQDO\VLV�WKXV�DYDLODEOH�WR�WKH�

UHVHDUFKHU���LW�LV�QRW�SRVVLEOH�WR�PDNH�D�GH¿QLWLYH�GHFLVLRQ�DERXW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DQQXDO�

QXPEHU�RI�GLUHFWLYHV�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�SURGXFHG�E\�WKH�(8�DQG�WKH�DQQXDO�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����

references made by the 2004 member states.  Yet there is enough evidence to tentatively argue that 

LQWUD�(8�WUDGH�GRHV�QRW�GLUHFWO\�LQÀXHQFH�DQQXDO�WRWDOV�RI�SUHOLPLQDU\�UHIHUHQFH�UXOLQJV�DV�PXFK�DV�

the annual number of EU directives and regulations within the 2004 member states.  In other words, 

based on my research, the level of intra-EU trade does not necessarily have a strong positive correla-

tion with the number of preliminary references in the 2004 member states, but it is likely that the 

number of EU directives and regulations has a strong direct correlation with the number of Article 

����UHIHUHQFHV�PDGH�E\�WKH������PHPEHU�VWDWHV���)XUWKHUPRUH��LW�LV�OLNHO\�WKDW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�(8�

GLUHFWLYHV�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�KDV�D�GLUHFW�FRUUHODWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�PDGH�E\�

the 2004 member states, though the strength of that direct correlation is not yet possible to determine 

given the lack of data currently available.  

Conclusion

7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFW�ZDV�WZR�IROG���)LUVW��DV�P\�UHVHDUFK�TXHVWLRQ�VWDWHV��LW�VRXJKW�WR�

determine what factors explain the variance in the number of preliminary ruling references made by 

WKH�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�WKDW�MRLQHG�WKH�(8�WKURXJK�WKH������HQODUJHPHQW���7KLV�ZDV�DFFRPSOLVKHG�WKURXJK�

TXDQWLWDWLYH�DQDO\VHV�RI�¿YH�RI�WKH�OHDGLQJ�WKHRULHV�RI�(XURSHDQ�OHJDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�PRGHOHG�RQ�WKH�

DQDO\VHV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ������DQG������E\�6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO��6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO���������6HFRQG��

LW�VRXJKW�WR�GHWHUPLQH�LI�WKH�WKHRULHV�WKDW�KHOG�WUXH�LQ�WKH�(8����UHPDLQ�YDOLG�RU�SURYHG�IDOVH�IRU�WKH�

�����HQODUJHPHQW�VWDWHV�E\�FRPSDULQJ�6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO¶V�¿QGLQJV�IRU�WKH�(8����ZLWK�WKH�

FRQFOXVLRQV�GUDZQ�LQ�WKLV�SURMHFW�DERXW�WKH������PHPEHU�VWDWHV�

,Q�UHJDUG�WR�WKH�ODWWHU�RI�WKHVH�WZR�SXUSRVHV��RQO\�WZR�RXW�RI�¿YH�FRQFOXVLRQV�PDWFKHG�WKRVH�IRXQG�IRU�

WKH�(8������,Q�ERWK�6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO¶V�DQDO\VLV�DQG�P\�RZQ�UHVHDUFK��$OWHU¶V�WKHRU\�RI�MXGLFLDO�

HPSRZHUPHQW�ZDV�SURYHQ�IDOVH��6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO����������+RZHYHU��0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU¶V�YHUVLRQ�

RI�MXGLFLDO�HPSRZHUPHQW�DV�D�GLUHFW��SRVLWLYH�FRUUHODWLRQ�RI�WKH�QDWLRQDO�OHJDO�V\VWHP�DQG�OHYHO�RI�

MXGLFLDO�FRPSHWLWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�RQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�SUHOLPLQDU\�UXOLQJ�UHIHUHQFHV�PDGH�E\�D�
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PHPEHU�VWDWHV�LV�GHPRQVWUDWHG�WR�EH�YDOLG�IRU�ERWK�WKH�(8����DQG�WKH������PHPEHU�VWDWHV��

2QH�WKHRU\�ZKHUH�P\�¿QGLQJV�GLIIHU�IURP�6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO¶V�FRQFOXVLRQV�LV�$UPVWURQJ¶V�SURS-

RVLWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�W\SH�RI�QDWLRQDO�OHJDO�V\VWHP�ZLOO�LQÀXHQFH�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV���6WRQH�

6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO�VWDWH�WKDW�GLVSDULWLHV�LQ�WKH�W\SH�RI�QDWLRQDO�MXGLFLDO�V\VWHPV�LQ�WKH�(8����³KDYH�QR�

V\VWHPDWLF�HIIHFW�WKDW�LV�PHDVXUDEOH�E\�>WKHLU@�GDWD�´��6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO�������������<HW�P\�DQDO\VLV�

states that over nine times the number of references originate in member states with civil law systems 

�VHH�7DEOH�2QH����,QVWHDG��,�IRXQG�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�YHU\�ZHDN��QHJDWLYH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�SXEOLF�OH-

JLWLPDF\�RI�WKH�(8�LQVWLWXWLRQV��QRW�VLPSO\�WKH�(&-��DQG�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV���,W�

is important to point out, though, that I was not able to run a multivariate regression like Stone Sweet 

and Brunell did to test this theory because the data used by Stone Sweet and Brunell is not available 

IRU�WKH������PHPEHU�VWDWHV��6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO���������7KH�(XUREDURPHWHU�GDWD�,�XWLOL]HG�LV�QRW�YL-

able for a multivariate regression due to its property of co-linearity.  This difference in data selection 

and analysis is a plausible explanation for our opposite conclusions.  Further data collection using 

Gibson and Cladeira’s index of diffuse support is needed before a difference in methodology and data 

FDQ�EH�UXOHG�RXW�DV�DQ�H[SODQDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�FRQWUDGLFWLQJ�¿QGLQJV�

)LQDOO\��6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO�³IRXQG�EURDG�VXSSRUW´�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�DFWLYLW\�WKHRU\�

LQ�WKH�(8�����6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO�������������8QIRUWXQDWHO\��GHWDLOHG�GDWD�QHHGV�WR�EH�FROOHFWHG�RQ�WKH�

annual number of EU directives and regulations before it will be possible for me to positively say that 

WKH�QXPEHU�RI�(8�GLUHFWLYHV�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�KDYH�D�SRVLWLYH��GLUHFW�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�KRZ�PDQ\�UHTXHVWV�

for preliminary rulings a 2004 member state makes.  Also, there is the simple matter of time.  The 

trends discussed and analyzed by Stone Sweet and Brunell occur over a period of thirty-four years, 

whereas my data only covers seven years.  As time goes on and more data is collected in greater detail, 

,�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�GH¿QLWLYHO\�FRQFOXGH�ZKHWKHU�6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO¶V�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�DFWLYLW\�WKHRU\�

DSSOLHV�WR�WKH������PHPEHU�VWDWHV���$W�WKLV�WLPH��P\�¿QGLQJV�VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�LQWUD�(8�

WUDGH�D�PHPEHU�VWDWH�SDUWDNHV�LQ�KDV�OLWWOH�EHDULQJ�RQ�WKH�DQQXDO�QXPEHU�RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�

made by that member state, while the annual number of directives and regulations published by the 

EU has a direct, positive causal relationship with the total annual number of preliminary references 

made by the 2004 member states.

%H\RQG�WKH�IXWXUH�UHVHDUFK�DJHQGDV�DOUHDG\�GLVFXVVHG��LW�ZRXOG�EH�LQFUHGLEO\�EHQH¿FLDO�IRU�IXWXUH�

researchers to focus on enhancing the dataset on preliminary references already started by Stone 

6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO��6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO���������,Q�SDUWLFXODU��D�V\VWHPDWLF�FDWHJRUL]DWLRQ�RI�SUHOLPL-

QDU\�UHIHUHQFHV�E\�PHPEHU�VWDWH��\HDU�RI�UHIHUUDO��\HDU�RI�FRPSOHWLRQ��VXEMHFW�PDWWHU��FRXUW�RI�UHIHUUDO�

DQG�QDPH�DQG�W\SH�RI�WKH�OLWLJDQWV��L�H��1*2��PHPEHU�VWDWH��LQGLYLGXDO��OREE\LQJ�JURXS��QHHGV�WR�EH�

accomplished.  Such a dataset, if it were kept up to date, would provide scholars with irreplaceable 

information that would reveal new dynamics of European legal integration and aid researchers in the 

testing of previously established theories in new situations.  

For example, I could not test the theory that the interests of numerous actors, including national and 

(&-�MXGJHV��GRPHVWLF�DQG�(XURSHDQ�SROLWLFLDQV��1*2V�DQG�SULYDWH�EXVLQHVVHV��WKDW�DIIHFW�WKH�QXPEHU�

RI�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�EHFDXVH�WKH�FURVV�UHIHUHQFHG�GDWD�LV�QRW�DYDLODEOH�SXEOLFO\��DQG�WKH�RQO\�

GDWDVHW�WKDW�GRHV�WKLV�RQO\�KDV�LQFRPSOHWH�GDWD��DW�EHVW��DIWHU�������6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO���������:LWK�

WKH�FRQWLQXLQJ�HQODUJHPHQW�RI�WKH�(8�±�JHRJUDSKLFDOO\��SROLWLFDOO\��OHJDOO\�DQG�HFRQRPLFDOO\�±�VXFK�D�

dataset would be invaluable to researchers.  
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,Q�VXPPDU\��,�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�WKH�YDULDQFH�LQ�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�LQ�WKH������PHPEHU�VWDWHV�LV�QRW�

H[SODLQHG�E\�WKH�VDPH�IDFWRUV�DV�LQ�WKH�(8������,�IRXQG�H[WHQVLYH�VXSSRUW�IRU�$UPVWURQJ¶V�SURSRVDO�

DQG�0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU¶V�YHUVLRQ�RI�MXGLFLDO�HPSRZHUPHQW���1HYHUWKHOHVV��$OWHU¶V�MXGLFLDO�HPSRZ-

HUPHQW�WKHVLV�DQG�*LEVRQ�DQG�&DOGHLUD¶V�HPSKDVLV�RQ�SXEOLF�OHJLWLPDF\�IRU�WKH�(&-�IDOO�ÀDW�DJDLQVW�

P\�¿QGLQJV���6WRQH�6ZHHW�DQG�%UXQHOO¶V�WUDQVQDWLRQDO�DFWLYLW\�WKHRU\�SURGXFHV�PL[HG�UHVXOWV�ZLWKLQ�

P\�DQDO\VLV���,Q�RUGHU�WR�GLVFRYHU�WKH�IXOO�H[SODQDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�GLIIHULQJ�WUHQGV�LQ�$UWLFOH�����UHIHU-

ences within the 2004 member states, a dataset that categorizes preliminary references by numerous 

YDULDEOHV��LQFOXGLQJ�PHPEHU�VWDWH��VXEMHFW�PDWWHU�DQG�WKH�W\SH�RI�OLWLJDQWV��QHHGV�WR�EH�FUHDWHG�IRU�WKH�

(8������2YHUDOO��WKH�W\SH�RI�QDWLRQDO�OHJDO�V\VWHP�IRXQG�ZLWKLQ�D�PHPEHU�VWDWH��FRPSHWLWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�

QDWLRQDO�MXGJHV�DQG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�GLUHFWLYHV�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�SURGXFHG�E\�WKH�(8�HDFK�\HDU�SDUWLDOO\�

H[SODLQ�WKH�LQFRQVLVWHQF\�LQ�$UWLFOH�����UHIHUHQFHV�UHTXHVWHG�E\�WKH�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�WKDW�MRLQHG�WKH�(8�

through the 2004 enlargement.  

,W�LV�P\�KRSH�WKDW�WKH�¿QGLQJV�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�ZLOO�FDXVH�(XURSHDQ�OHJDO�VFKRODUV�WR�UHWKLQN�

their approach of treating legal integration in each member state as a set, formulated process, and 

cause scholars and policymakers alike to develop a method and mode of legal integration for new 

member states that takes into account the individual needs and problems of each new member states’ 

legal system and its relation to its citizens.  Because of the unique nature of the European Union’s 

legal system and its interaction with the national legal systems of its member states, I would caution 

scholars in applying the details of this research to legal relations within other quasi-supranational 

entities, such as the United Nations or the Association of Southeast Asian Nations.  However, I would 

encourage legal scholars of other areas of the world to utilize the key point of my research:  legal 

integration is not an uniform process for all member states, and, thus, supranational entities need 

to develop programs for legal integration taking into account the unique nature of each state’s legal 

system and socio-political relations.
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$SSHQGL[�2QH���&RGH�%RRN�IRU�4XDQWLWDWLYH�$QDO\VHV�'RQH�LQ�6366

Country Country Code

Cyprus 1

the CzechRepublic 2

Estonia �

Hungary 4

Latvia �

Lithuania 6

Malta �

Poland �

Slovakia �

Slovenia 10

Miscellaneous

������ �GDWD�QRW�DYDLODEOH

������ �GDWD�PLVVLQJ

Independent Variable One:  Armstrong, What Type of Legal System Did the Country Have Upon 

(QWHULQJ�WKH�(8"

��&RGHG�DV���/HJDO6\V

� ���� �FLYLO�ODZ

� ���� �FRPPRQ�ODZ

,QGHSHQGHQW�9DULDEOH�7ZR���$OWHU��-XGLFLDO�(PSRZHUPHQW����+RZ�PDQ\�$UW������UHIHUHQFHV�ZHUH�PDGH�

E\�HDFK�OHYHO�RI�WKH�QDWLRQDO�FRXUWV�IRU�HDFK�PHPEHU�VWDWH"��

��/RZHU�FRXUWV�FRGHG�DV���/RZHU&RXUW5HIV

��+LJK�FRXUWV�FRGHG�DV���+LJK&RXUW5HIV

,QGHSHQGHQW�9DULDEOH�7KUHH���0DWWOL�DQG�6ODXJKWHU��-XGLFLDO�(PSRZHUPHQW�����+RZ�PDQ\�$UW������

UHIHUHQFHV�ZHUH�PDGH�E\�HDFK�PHPEHU�VWDWH�VLQFH�����"

�������&RGHG�DV���7RW5HIV��

�������&RGHG�DV���7RW5HIV��

�������&RGHG�DV���7RW5HIV��

�������&RGHG�DV���7RW5HIV��

�������&RGHG�DV���7RW5HIV��

�������&RGHG�DV���7RW5HIV��

�������&RGHG�DV���7RW5HIV��

��7RWDO�1XPEHU�RI�5HIHUHQFHV�IRU�������������7RW5HIV����
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Independent Variable Four:  Caldeira and Gibson, Publicly perceived legitimacy of the national courts 

and ECJ, 

��+RZ�PXFK�WUXVW�GRHV�HDFK�SRSXODWLRQ�SODFH�LQ�WKH�(&-"�

� ��3HUFHQWDJH�WKDW�DQVZHUHG�³7HQG�WR�WUXVW´�FRGHG�DV���

� � ��7UXVW(&-��

� � ��7UXVW(&-��

� � ��7UXVW(&-��

� � ��7UXVW(&-��

� � ��7UXVW(&-��

� � ��7UXVW(&-��

� � ��7UXVW(&-��

� � ��$YHUDJH���$YJ7UXVW(&-����

� ��3HUFHQWDJH�WKDW�DQVZHUHG�³7HQG�QRW�WR�WUXVW´�FRGHG�DV�

� � ��1RW7UXVW(&-��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(&-��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(&-��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(&-��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(&-��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(&-��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(&-��

� � ��$YHUDJH���$YJ1RW7UXVW(&-����

� ��3HFHQWDJH�WKDW�DQVZHUHG�³'RQ¶W�.QRZ´�FRGHG�DV�

� � ��'.(&-��

� � ��'.(&-��

� � ��'.(&-��

� � ��'.(&-��

� � ��'.(&-��

� � ��'.(&-��

� � ��'.(&-��

� � ��$YHUDJH���$YJ'.(&-����

� ��+RZ�PXFK�WUXVW�GRHV�HDFK�SRSXODWLRQ�SODFH�LQ�RWKHU�(8�LQVWLWXWLRQV"

� ��(XURSHDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ

� � ��3HUFHQWDJH�WKDW�DQVZHUHG�³7HQG�WR�WUXVW´�FRGHG�DV���

� � � ��7UXVW(XUR&RPP��

� � � ��7UXVW(XUR&RPP��

� � � ��7UXVW(XUR&RPP��

� � � ��7UXVW(XUR&RPP��

� � � ��7UXVW(XUR&RPP��

� � � ��7UXVW(XUR&RPP��

� � � ��7UXVW(XUR&RPP��

� � � ��$YHUDJH���$YJ7UXVW(XUR&RPP����
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� ��3HUFHQWDJH�WKDW�DQVZHUHG�³7HQG�QRW�WR�WUXVW´�FRGHG�DV�

� � ��1RW7UXVW(XUR&RPP��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(XUR&RPP��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(XUR&RPP��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(XUR&RPP��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(XUR&RPP��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(XUR&RPP��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(XUR&RPP��

� � ��$YHUDJH���$YJ1RW7UXVW(XUR&RPP����

� ��3HFHQWDJH�WKDW�DQVZHUHG�³'RQ¶W�.QRZ´�FRGHG�DV�

� � ��'.(XUR&RPP��

� � ��'.(XUR&RPP��

� � ��'.(XUR&RPP��

� � ��'.(XUR&RPP��

� � ��'.(XUR&RPP��

� � ��'.(XUR&RPP��

� � ��'.(XUR&RPP��

� � ��$YHUDJH���$YJ'.(XUR&RPP����

��&RXQFLO�RI�0LQLVWHUV

� ��3HUFHQWDJH�WKDW�DQVZHUHG�³7HQG�WR�WUXVW´�FRGHG�DV�

  TrustCounofMin04

� � 7UXVW&RXQRI0LQ��

  TrustCounofMin06

� � 7UXVW&RXQRI0LQ��

� � 7UXVW&RXQRI0LQ��

� � 7UXVW&RXQRI0LQ��

  TrustCounofMin10

  Average:  AvgTrustCounofMin0410

� ��3HUFHQWDJH�WKDW�DQVZHUHG�³7HQG�QRW�WR�WUXVW´�FRGHG�DV�

� � ��1RW7UXVW&RXQRI0LQ��

� � ��1RW7UXVW&RXQRI0LQ��

� � ��1RW7UXVW&RXQRI0LQ��

� � ��1RW7UXVW&RXQRI0LQ��

� � ��1RW7UXVW&RXQRI0LQ��

� � ��1RW7UXVW&RXQRI0LQ��

� � ��1RW7UXVW&RXQRI0LQ��

� � ��$YHUDJH���$YJ1RW7UXVW&RXQRI0LQ����

� ��3HFHQWDJH�WKDW�DQVZHUHG�³'RQ¶W�.QRZ´�FRGHG�DV�

� � ��'.&RXQRI0LQ��

� � ��'.&RXQRI0LQ��
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� � ��'.&RXQRI0LQ��

� � ��'.&RXQRI0LQ��

� � ��'.&RXQRI0LQ��

� � ��'.&RXQRI0LQ��

� � ��'.&RXQRI0LQ��

� � ��$YHUDJH���$YJ'.&RXQRI0LQ����

��(XURSHDQ�3DUOLDPHQW

� ��3HUFHQWDJH�WKDW�DQVZHUHG�³7HQG�WR�WUXVW´�FRGHG�DV�

� � ��7UXVW(3��

� � ��7UXVW(3��

� � ��7UXVW(3��

� � ��7UXVW(3��

� � ��7UXVW(3��

� � ��7UXVW(3��

� � ��7UXVW(3��

� � ��$YHUDJH���$YJ7UXVW(3����

� ��3HUFHQWDJH�WKDW�DQVZHUHG�³7HQG�QRW�WR�WUXVW´�FRGHG�DV�

� � ��1RW7UXVW(3��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(3��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(3��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(3��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(3��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(3��

� � ��1RW7UXVW(3��

� � ��$YHUDJH���$YJ1RW7UXVW(3����

� ��3HFHQWDJH�WKDW�DQVZHUHG�³'RQ¶W�.QRZ´�FRGHG�DV�

� � ��'.(3��

� � ��'.(3��

� � ��'.(3��

� � ��'.(3��

� � ��'.(3��

� � ��'.(3��

� � ��'.(3��

� � ��$YHUDJH���$YJ'.(3����

+RZ�DZDUH�RI�WKH�(&-�LV�HDFK�SRSXODWLRQ"�3HUFHQWDJH�WKDW�DQVZHUHG�³<HV´�

� ��&RGHG�DV���

� � ��$ZDUH(&-��

� � ��$ZDUH(&-��

� � ��$ZDUH(&-��
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� � ��$ZDUH(&-��

� � ��$ZDUH(&-��

� � ��$ZDUH(&-��

� � ��$ZDUH(&-��

� � ��$YHUDJH���$YJ$ZDUH(&-����

Independent Variable Five:  De la Mare, Rule of Non-Inquiry, How many Art. 177 refer-

HQFHV�ZHUH�PDGH�E\�WKH�PHPEHU�VWDWHV�RQ�WRSLFV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�UHIHU"

� ��&RGHG�DV���0XVW5HIHU

Independent Variable Five:  Stone Sweet and Brunell, Transnational Activity, 

+RZ�PXFK�LQWUD�(8�WUDGH�GRHV�HDFK�FRXQWU\�SDUWDNH�LQ��LQ�HDFK�\HDU"

� ��&RGHG�DV���

� � ��(87UDGH��

� � ��(87UDGH��

� � ��(87UDGH��

� � ��(87UDGH��

� � ��(87UDGH��

� � ��(87UDGH��

� � ��7RWDO�LQWUD�(8�WUDGH�IRU������������7RW(87UDGH����

+RZ�PDQ\�GLUHFWLYHV�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�KDV�WKH�(8�SURGXFHG�LQ�HDFK�\HDU"

� ��&RGHG�DV���

� � ��(8GLUHFUHJ��

� � (8GLUHFUHJ��

  EUdirecreg06

� � (8GLUHFUHJ��

� � (8GLUHFUHJ��

� � (8GLUHFUHJ��

+RZ�PDQ\�$UW������UHIHUHQFHV�ZHUH�PDGH�E\�HDFK�PHPEHU�VWDWH�VLQFH�����"

� ��&RGHG�DV�DERYH

,QGHSHQGHQW�9DULDEOH�6L[���0HPEHU6WDWH�,QWHUHVWV��.DUHQ$OWHU��:KDW�VXEMHFWV�ZHUH�UHIHUUHG�WR�WKH�

(&-�PRVW"

³,Q�RXU�DQDO\VHV�RI�WKH�GDWD��ZH�FRPPRQO\�DJJUHJDWHG�UHIHUHQFHV�WKDW�IHOO�ZLWK�WKH�VDPH�OHJDO�GRPDLQ��

E\�FRQVWUXFWLQJ�D�V\VWHP�RI�RUGLQDO�YDULDEOHV�WKDW�ZRXOG«VRUW�DOO�UHIHUHQFHV«LQWR�D�PHWD«FDWHJRU\���

7KHVH�PHWD�FDWHJRULHV�DUH�PDUNHG�ZLWK�WKH�YDULDEOH�ODEHO�RQ�WKH�¿UVW�OLQH�RI�DQ\�VXE�JURXSLQJ�RI�VXE-

MHFW�PDWWHUV��DQG�FRQWLQXH�XQWLO�WKDW�JURXS�LV�VHW�RII�E\�D�EODQN�VSDFH«

7DNHQ�WRJHWKHU��WKH�PHWD�FDWHJRULHV�FRQWDLQ�URXJKO\�����RI�WRWDO�VXEMHFW�PDWWHUV�LQYRNHG�LQ�UHIHU-
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HQFHV���)RU�HDFK�UHIHUHQFH��FRGHG�HQWULHV�FRQVLVW�RI�D�QXPEHU�EHWZHHQ���DQG����ZLWK���LQGLFDWHG�

WKDW�QRQH�IRWKH�FODLPV�IDOO�ZLWKLQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�PDWWHU�GHQRWHG�E\�WKDW�PHWDFDWHJRU\��DQG���WKURXJK���

LQGLFDWLQJ�KRZ�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�FODLPV�IDOO�ZLWKLQ�D�VLQJOH�PHWDFDWHJRU\�RI�(&�ODZ«,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��D�

metacategory is a counting variable.  

These counting variables are as follows:

�� ��$JULFXOWXUH��ODEHOOHG�³DJUL´�

� ��)UHH�0RYHPHQW�RI�*RRGV��ODEHOOHG�³IUHHPRYH´�

� ��&RPSHWLWLRQ�DQG�'XPSLQJ��ODEHOOHG�³H[WHUQDO´�

� ��([WHUQDO�5HODWLRQV��ODEHOOHG��³H[WHUQDO´�

� ��6RFLDO�6HFXULW\��ODEHOOHG�³VRFVHF´�

� ��6RFLDO�3URYLVLRQV��ODEHOOHG�³VRFSURY´�

� ��(QYLURQPHQW��ODEHOOHG�³HQYLURQ´�

� ��(VWDEOLVKPHQW��ODEHOOHG�³HVWDE´�

� ��)UHH�0RYHPHQW�RI�:RUNHUV�DQG�3HUVRQV��ODEHOOHG�³PRYHZRUN´�

� ��7D[DWLRQ��ODEHOOHG�³WD[´�

� ��7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ��ODEHOOHG�³WUDQVSUW´�

� ��&RPPHUFLDO�3ROLF\��ODEHOOHG�³FRPSROF´�

� ��$SSUR[LPDWLRQ�RI�/DZV��ODEHOOHG�³DSSU[ODZ´�´�
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Appendix Two:  Tables and Figures Table One:  Results of Comparison of Means Test for Armstrong’s 

7KHRU\��,QIRUPDWLRQ�XVHG�WR�FDWHJRUL]H�PHPEHU�VWDWHV¶�OHJDO�V\VWHPV�IRXQG�DW��8QLWHG�6WDWHV�&HQWUDO�

,QWHOOLJHQFH�$JHQF\�

 

Case Processing Summary 
Cases 

Included Excluded Total  
N Percent N Percent N Percent 

TotRefs0410  * 
LegalSys 

10 90.9% 1 9.1% 11 100.0% 

 
Report 

TotRefs0410 

LegalSys 
Mean 

N 
Std. 

Deviation 
1 14.63 8 11.563 
2 1.50 2 .707 
Total 12.00 10 11.605 

 
�

 Table Two:  The Number of Lower and High Court References for Each of the 2004 Member States 

�(XURSHDQ�&RXUW�RI�-XVWLFH�������

Country Lower Court References High Court References

Cyprus 0 2

the Czech Republic � 6

Estonia � 1

Hungary �� 6

Latvia 1 �

Lithuania � �

Malta 1 0

Poland �� ��

Slovakia � �

Slovenia � 0
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 Table Three:  Bi-Variate Regressions Results from SPSS on the Average Trust, Lack of Trust and 

8QFHUWDLQW\��������������(XURSHDQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�

    

 
�

Correlations 

 TotRefs0410 
AvgTrustECJ0

410 

AvgNotTrustE

CJ0410 

AvgDKECJ041

0 

Pearson Correlation 1 -.143 -.094 .063 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .693 .796 .862 TotRefs0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.143 1 .178 -.813** 

Sig. (2-tailed) .693  .623 .004 AvgTrustECJ0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.094 .178 1 -.694* 

Sig. (2-tailed) .796 .623  .026 AvgNotTrustECJ0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation .063 -.813** -.694* 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .862 .004 .026  AvgDKECJ0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.032 .805** -.053 -.594 

Sig. (2-tailed) .930 .005 .884 .070 AvgTrustEuroComm0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation .092 -.157 .918** -.442 

Sig. (2-tailed) .800 .665 .000 .201 
AvgNotTrustEuroComm0

410 
N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.038 -.614 -.650* .878** 

Sig. (2-tailed) .918 .059 .042 .001 AvgDKEuroComm0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation .000 .752* -.031 -.577 

Sig. (2-tailed) 1.000 .012 .932 .080 AvgTrustEP0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation .076 -.199 .888** -.394 

Sig. (2-tailed) .834 .581 .001 .261 AvgNotTrustEP0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.051 -.585 -.603 .838** 

Sig. (2-tailed) .889 .076 .065 .002 AvgDKEP0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

AvgTrustCounofMin0410 Pearson Correlation -.210 .855** .100 -.688* 
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 Correlations 

 AvgTrustEuro

Comm0410 

AvgNotTrustE

uroComm0410 

AvgDKEuroCo

mm0410 

AvgTrustEP04

10 

Pearson Correlation -.032 .092 -.038 .000 

Sig. (2-tailed) .930 .800 .918 1.000 TotRefs0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation .805** -.157 -.614 .752* 

Sig. (2-tailed) .005 .665 .059 .012 AvgTrustECJ0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.053 .918** -.650* -.031 

Sig. (2-tailed) .884 .000 .042 .932 AvgNotTrustECJ0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.594 -.442 .878** -.577 

Sig. (2-tailed) .070 .201 .001 .080 AvgDKECJ0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation 1 -.289 -.685* .974** 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .417 .029 .000 AvgTrustEuroComm0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.289 1 -.499 -.244 

Sig. (2-tailed) .417  .142 .496 
AvgNotTrustEuroComm0

410 
N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.685* -.499 1 -.694* 

Sig. (2-tailed) .029 .142  .026 AvgDKEuroComm0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation .974** -.244 -.694* 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .496 .026  AvgTrustEP0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.343 .986** -.442 -.327 

Sig. (2-tailed) .333 .000 .201 .356 AvgNotTrustEP0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.702* -.466 .990** -.739* 

Sig. (2-tailed) .024 .175 .000 .015 AvgDKEP0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation .965** -.193 -.727* .945** 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .593 .017 .000 AvgTrustCounofMin0410 

N 10 10 10 10 

AvgNotTrustCounofMin04

10 
Pearson Correlation -.251 .997** -.531 -.206 

�
Sig. (2-tailed) .484 .000 .114 .568  

N 10 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.630 -.533 .977** -.642* 

Sig. (2-tailed) .051 .112 .000 .045 AvgDKCounofMin0410 

N 10 10 10 10 
 
�
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Correlations 

 AvgNotTrustEP

0410 
AvgDKEP0410 

AvgTrustCounof

Min0410 

Pearson Correlation .076 -.051 -.210 

Sig. (2-tailed) .834 .889 .561 TotRefs0410 

N 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.199 -.585 .855** 

Sig. (2-tailed) .581 .076 .002 AvgTrustECJ0410 

N 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation .888** -.603 .100 

Sig. (2-tailed) .001 .065 .784 AvgNotTrustECJ0410 

N 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.394 .838** -.688* 

Sig. (2-tailed) .261 .002 .028 AvgDKECJ0410 

N 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.343 -.702* .965** 

Sig. (2-tailed) .333 .024 .000 AvgTrustEuroComm0410 

N 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation .986** -.466 -.193 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .175 .593 AvgNotTrustEuroComm0410 

N 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.442 .990** -.727* 

Sig. (2-tailed) .201 .000 .017 AvgDKEuroComm0410 

N 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.327 -.739* .945** 

Sig. (2-tailed) .356 .015 .000 AvgTrustEP0410 

N 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation 1 -.394 -.256 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .260 .475 AvgNotTrustEP0410 

N 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.394 1 -.736* 

Sig. (2-tailed) .260  .015 AvgDKEP0410 

N 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.256 -.736* 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .475 .015  AvgTrustCounofMin0410 

N 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation .982** -.499 -.158 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .142 .663 AvgNotTrustCounofMin0410 

N 10 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.472 .961** -.724* AvgDKCounofMin0410 

Sig. (2-tailed) .168 .000 .018 
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��&RUUHODWLRQ�LV�VLJQL¿FDQW�DW�WKH������OHYHO����WDLOHG��

������
��&RUUHODWLRQ�LV�VLJQL¿FDQW�DW�WKH������OHYHO����WDLOHG��

Correlations 

 AvgNotTrustCo

unofMin0410 

AvgDKCounofM

in0410 

Pearson Correlation .112 .097 

Sig. (2-tailed) .759 .790 TotRefs0410 

N 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.108 -.651* 

Sig. (2-tailed) .767 .041 AvgTrustECJ0410 

N 10 10 

Pearson Correlation .927** -.733* 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .016 AvgNotTrustECJ0410 

N 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.487 .924** 

Sig. (2-tailed) .154 .000 AvgDKECJ0410 

N 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.251 -.630 

Sig. (2-tailed) .484 .051 AvgTrustEuroComm0410 

N 10 10 

Pearson Correlation .997** -.533 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .112 
AvgNotTrustEuroComm041

0 
N 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.531 .977** 

Sig. (2-tailed) .114 .000 AvgDKEuroComm0410 

N 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.206 -.642* 

Sig. (2-tailed) .568 .045 AvgTrustEP0410 

N 10 10 

Pearson Correlation .982** -.472 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .168 AvgNotTrustEP0410 

N 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.499 .961** 

Sig. (2-tailed) .142 .000 AvgDKEP0410 

N 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.158 -.724* 

Sig. (2-tailed) .663 .018 AvgTrustCounofMin0410 

N 10 10 

Pearson Correlation 1 -.566 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .088 AvgNotTrustCounofMin0410 

N 10 10 

Pearson Correlation -.566 1 AvgDKCounofMin0410 

Sig. (2-tailed) .088  
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Table Four:  Bi-Variate Regression Results from SPSS on Total Intra-EU Trade and Number of Article 

����5HIHUHQFHV��������������(XURVWDW�������

)LJXUH�2QH��(XURSHDQ�&RXUW�RI�-XVWLFH�������

     

)LJXUH�2QH��(XURSHDQ�&RXUW�RI�-XVWLFH�������

Correlations 

 TotEUTrade040

9 
TotRefs0410 

Pearson Correlation 1 .337 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .341 TotEUTrade0409 

N 10 10 

Pearson Correlation .337 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .341  TotRefs0410 

N 10 10 



��

)LJXUH�7ZR��(XURSHDQ�&RXUW�RI�-XVWLFH��������

)LJXUH�7KUHH��(XURSHDQ�&RXUW�RI�-XVWLFH��������
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)LJXUH�)RXU��(XURVWDW�������
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� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�����:LQWHU�����������
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KARL MARX AND THE FAIR TRADE CHOCOLATE 
INDUSTRY IN THE IVORY COAST

&DLWOLQ�0F*RQQLJDO

Abstract 

The research completed aimed to show that the idea of fair trade, using the example of goals for the 

chocolate industry of the Ivory Coast, can be described as an example of the economic ideal which 

.DUO�0DU[�LPDJLQHG��%\�FRPSDULQJ�VSHFL¿F�WRSLFV�GLVFXVVHG�E\�.DUO�0DU[¶V�SKLORVRSK\�RQ�FDSLWDOLVP�

and its failures, and the ideals purported by fair trade organizations and partners, parallels can be 

made. This analysis showed that Karl Marx’s philosophy coordinates with fair trade ideals in topics 

such as the importance of history, the eradication of child labor and environmental degradation, and 

FRPPXQLW\�LQYROYHPHQW��+RZHYHU��WKH�WKHRULHV�GLIIHU�VOLJKWO\�RQ�WKH�WRSLF�RI�VHOI�VXI¿FLHQF\��7KLV�VWXG\�

shows the current importance of Marx’s theories and that his philosophy is far from being determined 

irrelevant, even in the current modern and capitalistic world. Furthermore, in light of recent criticisms 

RI�JOREDOL]DWLRQ�GXH�WR�FXUUHQW�HFRQRPLF�DQG�¿QDQFLDO�WXUPRLO�ZRUOGZLGH��WKH�LGHD�RI�IDLU�WUDGH�DQG�LWV�

correlations with Marxist philosophy is becoming even more relevant.

Introduction and Methodology

Karl Marx is one of the greatest thinkers of all time, and many argue that his philosophy still 

has a place in today’s world. One area where his thoughts remain relevant is in the discourse over 

free trade vs. fair trade. Fair trade attempts to address issues inherent in capitalism and globaliza-

tion, something which is being increasingly mentioned in light of recent events. This paper will be 

an exploratory literature review discussing Karl Marx’s critique of capitalism and writings about fair 

WUDGH�JRDOV��%HFDXVH�³0DU[LVP´�WRGD\�KDV�PHWDPRUSKRVHG�IURP�0DU[¶V�RULJLQDO�WKHRULHV��WKH�UHVHDUFK�

completed will ground itself in the basic philosophical ideas of Karl Marx.

The assumption in doing this study is that fair trade goals are valid and that their policies are 

working. This paper attempts to remain somewhat removed from the politics of fair trade and of 

ZKHWKHU�LW�KDV�EHHQ�VXFFHVVIXO��DOWKRXJK�WKHVH�SRLQWV�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�DQG�ZLOO�EH�PHQWLRQHG�EULHÀ\��

This paper will investigate whether the current campaign for fair trade in the chocolate industry of the 

Ivory Coast has the potential to be an example of Karl Marx’s hope for capitalism.

'H¿QLQJ�7HUPV�DQG�,GHDV

Fundamentally, free trade is focused on the modernization theory, in response to fair trade’s 

FODLPV�ZKLFK�IROORZ�WKH�GHSHQGHQF\�WKHRU\�)UHH�WUDGH�ZLOO�EH�WDNHQ�DV�D�YHU\�VLPSOH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�
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completely open trade according to David Ricardo’s principle of comparative advantage and special-

ization. Free trade contains no trade barriers such as tariffs, quotas, and sanctions. Free trade also fo-

FXVHV�RQ�WKH�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�SURGXFWLRQ�WKURXJK�FRVW�EHQH¿W�DQDO\VLV��DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�SURGXFH�WKH�PRVW�DW�

the lowest cost. The fair trade theory is distantly based on Marxist principles, such as dependency and 

H[SORLWDWLRQ��(LVHQEHUJ���������)DLU�WUDGH�WDNHV�D�VWHS�IXUWKHU�WKDQ�IUHH�WUDGH�LQ�HQDEOLQJ�SURGXFWLRQ�

DQG�KHOSLQJ�PHPEHUV�LQ�WKH�IDLU�WUDGH�QHWZRUN�³VXUYLYH�DQG�FRPSHWH�RQ�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�PDUNHW´�

�)ULGHOO������������7KLV�LV�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�JRDO��HYHQ�LI�LW�GLVDEOHV�FRPSDUDWLYH�DGYDQWDJH�RU�WKH�

ability to achieve the lowest cost possible in production. Fair trade’s main goal is to increase partner-

VKLS��GLDORJXH��WUDQVSDUHQF\�DQG�UHVSHFW�ZKLOH�DOVR�VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�EHWWHU�WUDGLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV��³7KH�

FKRFRODWH�LQGXVWU\´��������7KH�)DLUWUDGH�/DEHOLQJ�2UJDQL]DWLRQ��)/2��LV�WKH�ODUJHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI����

RWKHU�QRQ�SUR¿WV�ZKLFK�ODEHO�SURGXFWV�³SURGXFHG�XQGHU�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�QR�FKLOG�ODERU��HQYLURQPHQ-

WDO�VXVWDLQDELOLW\��VWULFW�ODERU�VWDQGDUGV«DQG�YDULRXV�UHJXODWLRQV�WR�HQVXUH�GHPRFUDWLF�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�

LQ�VPDOO�SURGXFHU�FRRSHUDWLYHV�DQG�XQLRQL]HG�SODQWDWLRQV´��)ULGHOO������������7KH�KRSH�RI�IDLU�WUDGH�

initiatives is to create conditions for production which ensure protection of the laborer and tackles 

RWKHU�HYLOV�RI�FDSLWDOLVW�SURGXFWLRQ��0DU[LVP�ZLOO�EH�GH¿QHG�XVLQJ�LWV�YHU\�EDVLF�SULQFLSOHV�VXFK�DV�³DQ�

economy which would be neither centrally planned nor market governed”. According to this model, 

³GHFLVLRQV�RQ�WKH�RYHUDOO�DOORFDWLRQ�RI�UHVRXUFHV«ZRXOG�EH�VHW�E\�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�DVVHPEOLHV�ORFDO��

UHJLRQDO��DQG�QDWLRQDO´�OHYHOV��(DJOHWRQ������������,W�IRFXVHV�PRUH�RQ�WKH�ERWWRP�XS�DSSURDFK�LQ�

deciding how and what resources are allocated.

Certain aspects of Marx’s ideals have been chosen in order to develop a well-rounded descrip-

tion of Marx’s critique of capitalism. Capitalism has given the world admirable concepts such as  the 

PLGGOH�FODVV��OLEHUW\��GHPRFUDF\��FLYLO�ULJKWV��IHPLQLVP��VFLHQWL¿F�SURJUHVV��DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU�WKLQJV��

KRZHYHU��0DU[�VWLOO�¿QGV�URRP�WR�JURZ�+LV�FULWLTXH�RI�FDSLWDOLVP�LQFOXGHV�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�SROLWL-

cal impotence due to capitalism, the exploitation of the labor class, wealth inequalities, and other 

LVVXHV��(DJOHWRQ���������,W�LV�³WKH�PRVW�VHDUFKLQJ��ULJRURXV�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�FULWLTXH�RI�LWV�NLQG�HYHU�WR�

be launched,” and will be translated into what Marx hoped for capitalism and the global economy, 

UHODWLQJ�WKLV�KRSH�WR�FXUUHQW�IDLU�WUDGH�GHEDWHV������)RXU�DVSHFWV�KDYH�EHHQ�FKRVHQ�DV�D�IRFXV��0DU[¶V�

H[SODQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�KLVWRU\��LPSRUWDQFH�RI�VHOI�VXI¿FLHQF\��H[SORLWDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�GHYHORS-

ment of and participation in community. These areas delve into key aspects of Marx’s economic ideas 

and give an overall image of his critique of capitalism. It should be made clear that this is one author’s 

view and application of Marx’s theories and that most of the theories are titled and grouped through 

this author’s interpretation.

Some Existing Problems in the Chocolate Industry 

The issues of the how the chocolate industry functions and abuses worker rights, mainly in the 

phases of growing and trading cocoa beans are some which can be easily solved. Currently, middle-

men take advantage of small farmers by offering to buy their crops below the actual value of the cocoa 

beans. Due to lack of communication and access to information, farmers  take the price they are 

RIIHUHG���0LGGOHPHQ�DOVR�XVH�GLVWRUWHG�VFDOHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRQYLQFH�IDUPHUV�WKDW�WKHLU�FURSV�ZHLJK�OHVV�

getting more crops at the already low prices. These low prices may not even cover cost of inputs in 

production and basic family needs such as costly fertilizer and medicine. Fourteen million people in 
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the developing world depend on cocoa production as their livelihood and in the Ivory Coast and 

*KDQD�����RI�SHRSOH�UHO\�RQ�FRFRD�IRU�WKHLU�SULPDU\�LQFRPH��VKRZLQJ�KRZ�PDQ\�SHRSOH�DUH�SRVVLEO\�

EHLQJ�WDNHQ�DGYDQWDJH�RI���$URXQG�WKH�ZRUOG������RI�FRFRD�LV�JURZQ�DQG�KDUYHVWHG�RQ�VPDOO�IDUPV�RI�

����KHFWDUHV�RZQHG�E\�IDUPHUV�ZKR�GR�QRW�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�PRUH�VWDEOH�PDUNHWV�EHFDXVH�VPDOO�IDUPV�

XVXDOO\�RQO\�SURGXFHV����WRQV�D�\HDU�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH����WRQV�UHTXLUHG�E\�PDMRU�DJULFXOWXUDO�PDUNHWV��

Instead, this advantage is reaped by the owners of large plantations of 40 hectares or more who make 

XS����RI�SURGXFWLRQ��³3URGXFWV��&RFRD´��������³*URZHUV�LQ�:HVW�$IULFD�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�UHFHLYH�MXVW�����

�����RI�WKH�¿QDO�YDOXH�RI�D�FKRFRODWH�EDU�´�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH��������WKDW�WKH�PDQXIDFWXUHUV�UHFHLYH�

DQG�WKH��������UHWDLOHUV�UHFHLYH��*RRG\HDU�������

$OWKRXJK�WKH�ODUJHVW�FKRFRODWH�FRUSRUDWLRQV�DUH�VSUHDG�DURXQG�WKH�:HVWHUQ�:RUOG������RI�WKH�

ZRUOG¶V�FRFRD�EHDQV�DUH�JURZQ�LQ�:HVW�$IULFD��DURXQG�����FRPLQJ�IURP�WKH�,YRU\�&RDVW�DORQH�&RFRD�

plantations in the Ivory Coast are one of the worst examples of issues in the cocoa industry. Although 

WKH�ZRUNLQJ�DJH�LV����LQ�WKH�,YRU\�&RDVW��WKHUH�DUH�VWLOO�FKLOGUHQ�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�¿HOGV�³ZLHOGLQJ�PD-

FKHWHV��KDQGOLQJ�SHVWLFLGHV��DQG�FDUU\LQJ�KHDY\�ORDGV´��3DUHQWL��������$�QXPEHU�RI�WKHVH�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�

WUDI¿FNHG�DFURVV�ERUGHUV��IURP�%XUNLQD�)DVR�DQG�0DOL�LQWR�WKH�,YRU\�&RDVW��1RUWK��������7KH�FKLOGUHQ��

usually boys, between 11 and 16 years old, are bought by plantation owners and work up to 12 hours a 

day, receiving no salary or education . Girls are purchased to be housemaids, sometimes in addition 

WR�GRLQJ�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�SODQWDWLRQ��*RRGULFK��������%HVLGHV�GRLQJ�GDQJHURXV�ZRUN��WKHVH�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�

provided minimal food and shelter and sometimes beaten or threatened in order to make them stay 

�1RUWK��������,W�LV�SUHVXPHG�WKDW���������FKLOGUHQ�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�,YRU\�&RDVW�RQ�FRFRD�IDUPV��

�������ZKR�DUH�YLFWLPV�RI�WUDI¿FNLQJ��³&RFRD�&DPSDLJQ´��������$Q�HVWLPDWHG���������FKLOGUHQ�DUH�

EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRFRD�LQGXVWU\�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG��+DZNVOH\��������

3RYHUW\�LV�WKH�GULYLQJ�IRUFH�EHKLQG�FKLOG�ODERU�LQ�WKLV�DUHD��7KH�WUDI¿FNHUV�UHO\�RQ�WKH�³HFRQRPLF�

GHVSHUDWLRQ´�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�GLIIHUHQW�DUHDV�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�SURPLVH�D�JRRG�MRE�IRU�WKHP�WR�PDNH�

PRQH\�IRU�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��1RUWK���������,Q�WKH�DUHDV�RI�WKH�SODQWDWLRQV��PRUH�WKDQ�����RI�WKH�,YRU\�

&RDVW¶V�SRSXODWLRQ�OLYHV�XQGHU�WKH�SRYHUW\�OLQH��+DZNVOH\��������7KLV�SUREOHP�FRXOG�EH�PDQDJHG�E\�

enforcing labor laws and combined with ways to help the population of people involved in the issue 

avoid such extreme circumstances.

Literature Review

There is a range of literature used to create an image of both Marx’s philosophy and the goals 

of fair trade. In order to shape Marx’s hope for capitalism, his original readings were used. Capital 

and The Communist Manifesto were read for basic knowledge. This offered the four topics which are 

used later to analyze fair trade goals. Other books which give basic explanations of Marx’s principles 

and their effects are also used extensively. This group of literature offers basic economic explanations 

for his principles as well as an idealistic view of what Marx hoped his philosophy would accomplish 

and how it can still be used presently. In Terry Eagleton’s Why Marx Was Right there is a foreboding 

QDWXUH��FULWLFL]LQJ�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�FRPH�WR�YLHZ�0DU[�DV�LUUHOHYDQW�RU�LQFRUUHFW��(DJOHWRQ��������7KLV�

gives an interesting perspective from which to understand perhaps what Marx truly desired, separat-

ing his theories from their later  evolutions, such as Marxism or Leninism. 

In order to gain a better understanding of fair trade ideals, a basic history of fair trade and its 

groundings are explained in Gavin Fridell’s article and through organization websites such as those 
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RI�)DLUWUDGH�/DEHOLQJ�2UJDQL]DWLRQ��(TXDO�([FKDQJH��DQG�RWKHUV��)ULGHOO¶V��������DUWLFOH�H[SORUHV�WKH�

theoretical backing of the fair trade community, focusing on its neo-liberalist twist . Fair trade orga-

QL]DWLRQ�ZHEVLWHV�JLYH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKHLU�IRXQGDWLRQV�DQG�PLVVLRQ�VWDWHPHQWV��DV�ZHOO�DV�VSHFL¿F�

fair trade policies, goals, and their successes. Blog posts written by members associated with fair trade 

organizations or with a fair trade organization’s website are also used to decipher the main goals and 

ZRUULHV�DERXW�WKH�LVVXHV�LQ�WKH�FKRFRODWH�LQGXVWU\��*RRGULFK��������2UJDQL]DWLRQ�EULHIV�IURP�FHUWDLQ�

conferences or pertaining to certain issues give more in-depth discussions about the plans for prob-

lems and policies being implemented. 

5D\QROGV�DQG�:LONLQVRQ��������H[SODLQ�WKDW�IDLU�WUDGH�LV�D�PRYHPHQW�ZKLFK�GHYHORSHG�RXW�RI�

FKDQJLQJ�G\QDPLFV�LQ�WKH�DJURIRRG�LQGXVWU\��³EURDGHU�VWUXJJOHV�RYHU�WKH�UHJXODWLRQ�RI�JOREDO�PDU-

NHWV«>DQG@�WKH�UHQHJRWLDWLRQ�RI�SRZHU�´�DQG�LQFUHDVLQJ�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQWV�ZKLFK�WDUJHW�WKH�SULYDWH�

sector rather than states. One important aspect they acknowledge is the increasing role of social 

movements which focus on industry and the market rather than state action, categorized as Global 

Social Justice initiatives. Global Social Justice initiatives aim to make change in labor in reference to 

VRFLDO��FXOWXUDO��DQG�HFRORJLFDO�ULJKWV��5D\QROGV�	�:LONLQVRQ��������7KLV�SLHFH�RIIHUV�JUHDWHU�EDFN-

JURXQG�RQ�IDLU�WUDGH�DQG�¿WV�LW�LQWR�WKH�EURDGHU�FKDQJHV�LQ�YLHZV�RI�JOREDOL]DWLRQ�

$�VWXG\�GRQH�E\�%RE�'RKHUW\�DQG�6RSKL�7UDQFKHOO��������VHHNV�WR�DQDO\]H�IDLU�WUDGH�SROLFLHV�

and their effects in a case study of a fair trade chocolate company in West Africa, the Day Chocolate 

Company. The study found that income and social premiums have increased from year to year in the 

case of the Kuapa members in the overall Day Chocolate Company. The Kuapa members have gained 

access to shares in a UK company and have more expertise concerning the trading chain of their 

product. Other outcomes include increased female participation, the creation of a credit union, and 

new schools that have been constructed presumably from funds from the Kuapa membership in the 

IDLU�WUDGH�PRGHO��'RKHUW\�	�7UDQFKHOO��������7R�JDLQ�DQ�RXWVLGHU�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�WKH�IDLU�WUDGH�YV��IUHH�

trade debate and its effects, articles from mainly economic-focused newspapers such as CNNMoney 

and Forbes are used to explain how the goals of the fair trade movement are being implemented and 

the reaction of that implementation.

7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKLV�SDSHU�LV�ZULWWHQ�XQGHU�WKH�DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�ZKDW�IDLU�WUDGH�GHVFULEHV�DV�

IDXOWV�RI�FDSLWDOLVP�DUH�IDFWV�DQG�WKDW�ZKDW�IDLU�WUDGH�KRSHV�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�LV�EHQH¿FLDO�IRU�WKH�IDUPHUV�

it targets. This assumption is used in order to draw parallels between Marx’s theories, displaying 

Marx’s relevance and what could be a refreshing of his point of view in world politics. However, there 

DUH�PDQ\�LQ�WKH�DFDGHPLF�ZRUOG�ZKR�¿QG�IDXOW�ZLWK�ERWK�IDLU�WUDGH�JRDOV�DQG�ZKDW�WKH\�DFFRPSOLVK��

DV�ZHOO�DV�ZLWK�0DU[¶V�RZQ�JRDOV�DQG�WKHRULHV��&ULWLFV�DUH�FRQFHUQHG�RYHU�IDLU�WUDGH¶V�WUXH�³IDLUQHVV´�

EHFDXVH�D�³IHZ�H[WUD�SHQQLHV´�ZLOO�QRW�KHOS�IDUPHUV�GUDPDWLFDOO\�DQG�ZLOO�LQVWHDG�WUDS�WKHP�LQ�D�F\FOH�

RI�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�IRUHLJQ�GHPDQG�DQG�VXSSRUW�IURP�IDLU�WUDGH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��2¶1HLOO��������7KHUH�DUH�

also criticisms of attempting to apply labor codes meant for large corporations to small, family-owned 

farms and criticisms of the lack of discussion over the ideational aspect of the implementations of the 

IDLU�WUDGH�VWDQGDUGV��SXWWLQJ�WKH�QHXWUDOLW\�RI�RYHUVLJKW�ERGLHV�LQ�IDLU�WUDGH�LQWR�TXHVWLRQ��%ORZ¿HOG�

�������$OVR��WKHUH�LV�LQFUHDVLQJ��\HW�FRQWURYHUVLDO��HYLGHQFH�WR�VKRZ�WKDW�JOREDOL]DWLRQ�DQG�FDSLWDOLVWLF�

LGHDOV�LQ�PDUNHWV�WHQG�WR�HOHYDWH�SHRSOH�RXW�RI�SRYHUW\��%KDJZDWL��������7KLV�HYLGHQFH�VKRZV�WKH�SRVL-

tive aspects of capitalism and globalization; however, they do ignore some of the negative externali-

WLHV��DQG�GRHV�QRW�VXJJHVW�ZD\V�WR�DGMXVW�WKHP��
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Comparison of Marx’s Principles and Fair Trade Goals

The goals of the fair trade movement are outlined by a group of different fair trade organizations. 

The basic standards which allow a product to be considered a fair trade product are in three different 

categories of development: social, economic, and environmental. The test for these standards includes 

a requirement of improvement over time. The main standards include minimum price require-

PHQWV�LQFOXGLQJ�D�SUHPLXP�DGGHG�RQWR�WKH�SULFH�WR�LQYHVW�LQ�RWKHU�GHYHORSPHQW�SURMHFWV��D�IRFXV�

RQ�EHQH¿FLDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�WUDGLQJ�SDUWQHUV��EHWWHU�¿QDQFLDO�KHOS�IRU�SURGXFHUV��DQG�VRFLDO�

DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�UHVSRQVLELOLW\��³$LPV�RI�)DLUWUDGH�6WDQGDUGV´��������7KH�)DLUWUDGH�)RXQGDWLRQ��

underneath FLO, has created two types of programs, one for smaller farmers and one focusing on 

KLUHG�ODERU�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DGGUHVV�IDLU�WUDGH�LVVXHV��7KHUH�DUH�DOVR�RWKHU�VWDQGDUGV�VSHFL¿FDOO\�IRU�WUDGHUV�

including partial payment in advance to producers, traceability and record-keeping systems, and con-

WUDFWV�WR�³DOORZ�IRU�ORQJ�WHUP�SODQQLQJ�DQG�VXVWDLQDEOH�SURGXFWLRQ�SUDFWLFHV´��³)DLUWUDGH�6WDQGDUGV´�

�������5HODWHG�WR�WKHVH�EDVLF�JRDOV�IRU�WKH�FRFRD�LQGXVWU\��WKHUH�DUH�SURJUDPV�DQG�LGHDV�RI�IDLU�WUDGH�

RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ZKLFK�UHÀHFW�LGHDV�0DU[�GHYHORSHG�

Importance of History

Marx revered David Ricardo and other economists but found weaknesses in their arguments for 

capitalism in that they disregarded history, instead viewing the economy as developing through the 

ODZV�RI�QDWXUH��2WKHU�HFRQRPLVWV�FRXOG�QRW�³JUDVS�WKDW�WKHLU�RZQ�VFLHQFH�KDG�HPHUJHG�DQG�GHYHORSHG�

RQO\�XQGHU�WKHVH�GHWHUPLQDWH�FRQGLWLRQV´��3LOOLQJ������������0DU[�HPSKDVL]HG��WKH�QHHG�WR�GLVFXVV�

how relations in the political economy are produced through a historical development, which other 

HFRQRPLVWV�LJQRUH��3LOOLQJ��������7KLV�+HJHOLDQ�FRQFHSW�RI�SDVVLQJ�GRZQ�FRQFHSWV�IURP�SUHYLRXV�

thinkers and adding onto these in order to create the idea and scope of the political economy is unique 

�3LOOLQJ��������7KLV�FUHDWHV�D�VWUXFWXUH�ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�DOWHUHG�DQG�VLPSO\�FRQVWUXFWHG�E\�WKLQNHUV�DQG�

by circumstance, and one which might be eternally on the verge of change.

Similarly, the importance of history is a crucial understanding in international development. 

$�FRXQWU\�GRHV�QRW�¿QG�LWVHOI�LQ�D�VWDWH�RI�SRYHUW\�GXH�WR�RQO\�FRQGLWLRQV�WKDW�FDQQRW�EH�DOWHUHG�DQG�

conditions which are irrelevant of history. Also, the structure of markets and business transactions is 

not an unalterable concept. The original champions of fair trade recognized this concept and wished 

to set up an alternative trading system based on regulation, constructing a new view of economic rela-

WLRQV��)ULGHOO��������3URSRQHQWV�RI�IDLU�WUDGH�³NQRZ�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�RWKHU�ZD\V�RI�GRLQJ�EXVLQHVV´�DQG�

HPSKDVL]H�³KLJKHU�SULFHV��SUH�KDUYHVW�FUHGLW��HQYLURQPHQWDO�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�DQG�GLUHFW�UHODWLRQVKLSV�

ZLWK�VPDOO�VFDOH�IDUPHU�FR�RSHUDWLYHV��>DQG@�LV�D�IDU�PRUH�HWKLFDO�DQG�VXVWDLQDEOH�EXVLQHVV�PRGHO��

�*RRGULFK��������$V�0DU[�EHOLHYHV�LQ�KLV�PRGHOV�ZKLFK�VKRZ�WKDW�³ZKDW�DQG�KRZ�ZH�SURGXFH�FRXOG�

EH�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�VRFLDO�QHHG�UDWKHU�WKDQ�SULYDWH�SUR¿W´��(DJOHWRQ������������WKH�IDLU�WUDGH�JRDOV�VWDWH�

WKDW�³SHRSOH��QRW�SUR¿WV��DUH�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI�RXU�EXVLQHVVHV´��*RRGULFK��������7KURXJK�LQFUHDVHG�

FRRSHUDWLRQ��EXVLQHVV�WUDQVDFWLRQV�FDQ�EH�DOWHUHG�WR�EHQH¿W�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�D�IHZ�³FDSLWDOLVWV´��0DU[�

������

6HOI�6XI¿FLHQF\

One of the most central goals of Fairtrade includes the premium added onto products which are 

approved for the label of fair trade. This premium is added into a communal fund for the laborers and 
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owners of the farms to decide what the money should go towards. The only stipulation is that it must 

JR�WR�D�SURMHFW�WKDW�LPSURYHV�HFRQRPLF��VRFLDO��RU�HQYLURQPHQWDO�FRQGLWLRQV�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��³7KH�

)DLUWUDGH�SUHPLXP´��������)RU�H[DPSOH��VLQFH�������.XDSD�PHPEHUV�LQ�:HVW�$IULFD�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�

FORVH�WR����PLOOLRQ�LQ�IDLUWUDGH�SUHPLXPV�ZKLFK�KDYH�JRQH�WR�SURMHFWV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�H[WUD�LQFRPH�

IRU�IDUPHUV��'RKHUW\�	�7UDQFKHOO��������,Q�0DU[¶V�ZRUOG��³GHFLVLRQV�DERXW«DOORFDWLRQ�ZRXOG«EH�

GHYROYHG�GRZQZDUGV�WR�UHJLRQDO�DQG�ORFDO�OHYHOV´��(DJOHWRQ������������6LPLODU�WR�WKLV��ZKDW�WR�GR�

with the premium money is decided upon democratically by a group of local farmers and is usually 

invested in social aspects like education or healthcare, farm improvements to increase individual farm 

\LHOG�RU�SURFHVVLQJ�IDFLOLWLHV�WR�LQFUHDVH�LQFRPH��³7KH�)DLUWUDGH�SUHPLXP´��������7KLV�H[WUD�PRQH\�

gives the farmers a fund from which they can draw in order to better their community and economy in 

the long run.

0DU[�GHVFULEHV�EULHÀ\�LQ�³&DSLWDO´�WKDW�D�FRXQWU\�RU�JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�³EHJLQ�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�WKHP-

VHOYHV�IURP�DQLPDOV�DV�VRRQ�DV�WKH\�EHJLQ�WR�SURGXFH�WKH�PHDQV�RI�OLIH«,Q�SURGXFLQJ�WKHLU�PHDQV�RI�

OLIH��PHQ�LQGLUHFWO\�SURGXFH�WKHLU�PDWHULDO�OLIH´��0DU[�����������0DU[�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�QHHG�IRU�D�JURXS�

RI�SHRSOH�RU�D�FRXQWU\�WR�EH�VHOI�VXI¿FLHQW�¿UVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW��DQG�QRW�GHSHQG�RQ�DQRWKHU��0DU[��������

7KH�)DLUWUDGH�PRGHO�GRHV�QRW�IRFXV�RQ�PDNLQJ�FRXQWULHV�VHOI�VXI¿FLHQW��HVSHFLDOO\�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKHLU�

SRVVLEOH�GHSHQGHQF\�RQ�WKLQJV�VXFK�DV�IRRG�DLG��7KXURZ�	�.LOPDQ��������7KLV�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�WUXH�IRU�

the Ivory Coast because the crop focused on is a cash crop, cocoa, rather than a food crop. However, 

ZKDW�WKH�)DLUWUDGH�SUHPLXP�GRHV�SURYLGH�LV�D�FKDQFH�WR�XVH�WKH�SUR¿W�IURP�VDOHV�RI�FRFRD�RQ�SHUVRQDO�

QHFHVVLWLHV��ZKLOH�WKH�SUHPLXP�LV�XVHG�IRU�ORQJHU�WHUP�GHYHORSPHQW�SURMHFWV�³7KH�)DLUWUDGH�SUHPL-

XP´��������)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�SUHPLXP�PRQH\�KDV�EHHQ�XVHG�LQ�*KDQD�WR�EXLOG�ZDWHU�ERUHKROHV��SXEOLF�

toilets, and two day-care centers as well as help fund a mobile health program which offers medical 

services to multiple communities. In the Ivory Coast, the premium has already been used to build vil-

ODJH�VFKRROV�ZKHUH�SDUHQWV¶�IHHV�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WHDFKHU�VDODULHV��³)DLU�7UDGH�DQG�&RFRD´�������

7KLV�SUHPLXP�FRXOG�LQVWHDG�EH�YLHZHG�DV�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�URXWH�WR�VHOI�VXI¿FLHQF\��7KH�SUHPLXP�

creates a way to focus on the future, while individuals and their families can still focus on the here-

DQG�QRZ��0DU[¶V�TXRWH�³>L@W�LV�QRW�FRQVFLRXVQHVV�WKDW�GHWHUPLQHV�OLIH��EXW�OLIH�WKDW�GHWHUPLQHV�FRQ-

sciousness” concisely explains that once people do not have to focus on needs for life, they can focus 

RQ�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�LQWHOOHFWXDO�EHLQJV��0DU[������������7KH�IDLU�WUDGH�SUHPLXP�ZRUNV�WR�SXVK�WKH�FRFRD�

producers to a point where they are able to embrace this step.

Expulsion of Exploitation of Child Labor and the Environment

0DU[�GHVFULEHG�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�FDSLWDOLVP�DV�³HFRQRPLF�FODVVHV�DQG�WKH�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�RQH�FODVV�

E\�DQRWKHU�LQKHUHQWO\�DQG�HWHUQDOO\´��(DVWPDQ�������[LY���,W�DOZD\V�VHHPV�WR�EH�WKDW�³ODERXU�SRZHU«

>LV@�DOZD\V�ERXQG�XS�ZLWK�FHUWDLQ�VRFLDO�UHODWLRQV´�VXFK�DV�WKH�VWURQJHU�VRFLDO�FODVV�³RZQ>LQJ@�DQG�

FRQWURO>OLQJ@�WKH�PHDQV�RI�SURGXFWLRQ��ZKLOH�DQRWKHU�PD\�¿QG�LWVHOI�H[SORLWHG�E\�LW´��(DJOHWRQ�������

�����7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�RQH�VRFLDO�FODVV�KDV�PRUH�SRZHU�RYHU�PRGHV�RI�SURGXFWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�WKDW�RI�WKH�

ODERU�FODVV��DQG�FKRRVHV�WR�H[SORLW�WKDW�SRZHU�WR�UHDS�JUHDWHU�EHQH¿WV��(DJOHWRQ�JLYHV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�

H[DPSOH�WR�GHVFULEH�H[SORLWDWLRQ��³%XW�WR�SRLQW�RXW�WKDW�VRPH�SHRSOH�DUH�GHVWLWXWH�ZKLOH�RWKHUV�DUH�

prosperous is rather like claiming that the world contains both detectives and criminals. So it does; 

EXW�WKLV�REVFXUHV�WKH�WUXWK�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�GHWHFWLYHV�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�DUH�FULPLQDOV«´��HPSKDVLV�LQ�WH[W��

������7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�W\SHV�RI�H[SORLWDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FKRFRODWH�LQGXVWU\��HVSHFLDOO\�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�,YRU\�
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Coast, including exploitation of the environment and of child labor. Besides the premium dis-

cussed previously, which can be directed to assist in programs to minimize the effects of exploitation, 

there are other ways which can help the situation.

6LPLODU�WR�0DU[¶V�YLHZ�RI�FDSLWDOLVP��FRPSDQLHV�LQ�WKH�FKRFRODWH�LQGXVWU\�DUH�LQGLUHFWO\�SUR¿WLQJ�

IURP�WKH�H[SORLWDWLRQ�ULVLQJ�RXW�RI�WKH�LQGXVWU\��1RUWK��������7KH�ODUJHVW�FRUSRUDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�FKRFR-

ODWH�LQGXVWU\�DUH�.UDIW��86$���0DUV��86$���1HVWOH��6ZLW]HUODQG���)HUUHUUR�*URXS��,WDO\���+HUVKH\�

�86$���DQG�&KRFRODGHIDEULNHQ�/LQGW�	�6SU�QJOL��6ZLW]HUODQG���³7KH�&KRFRODWH�,QGXVWU\´��������

.QRZQ�FRUSRUDWLRQV�VXFK�DV�WKHVH�FRQWURO�WRJHWKHU�����RI�WKH�H[SRUWV�IURP�WKH�,YRU\�&RDVW��VKRZLQJ�

WKHLU�ODUJH�SUHVHQFH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��1RUWK��������7KHVH�FRPSDQLHV�DUH�LQYROYHG�HQRXJK�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�

organization and practices of the production processes of those from which they get their cocoa beans 

from Cadbury has been informed of the issue of slavery and child labor for quite some time, as they 

ZHUH�FDXJKW�LQ�D�VFDQGDO�RI�UHO\LQJ�RQ�VODYH�SODQWDWLRQV�IRU�SURGXFWLRQ�DV�HDUO\�DV�EHWZHHQ�����������

�1RUWK��������<HW��QR�UHDO�PRYHPHQW�WRZDUGV�EHWWHU�SURGXFWLRQ�SUDFWLFHV�KDV�EHHQ�PDGH�E\�WKHVH�

corporations.

Fairtrade, and other similar organizations, are choosing to tackle the issue of child labor by 

IRFXVLQJ�RQ�UHOLHYLQJ�SRYHUW\�EHFDXVH�LW�IXHOV�WKH�QHHG�IRU�DQG�VXSSO\�RI�FKLOG�ODERU��³5HJXODU�DXGLWV�

DUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�GHWHFW�LQVWDQFHV�RI�FKLOG�ODERU�DQG�PDMRU�EUHDFKHV�RI�)DLUWUDGH�VWDQGDUGV�RQ�WKH�ZRUVW�

forms of child labor can result in suspension of the producer group along with corrective actions.” The 

SRLQW�RI�WKLV�WHFKQLTXH�LV�WR�RIIHU�SURGXFHUV�WKH�DELOLW\�WR�OHDUQ�DQG�QRW�LPSRVH�³KDUVK�SXQLWLYH�PHD-

sures” which might only increase poverty and drive more children into labor. Additionally, strength-

ening the position of producers in supply chains, usually by cutting out middlemen, helps eliminate 

WKH�QHHG�IRU�FKLOG�ODERU��³)DLU�7UDGH�DQG�&RFRD��&RPPRGLW\�%ULH¿QJ´��������3DXO�5LFH��IURP�7UDQV-

)DLU�86$��VWDWHV�WKDW�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�SURJUDPV�³VRPHWLPHV�HOLPLQDWH�DV�PDQ\�DV���PLGGOHPHQ��D�

local buyer, miller, exporter, shipper, and importer, allows farmers to deal directly with the American 

ZKROHVDOHU´��$OVHYHU�������

,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�H[SORLWDWLRQ��0DU[�VWDWHV�WKDW�³D�QDWLRQ��RU�HYHQ�DOO�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�

H[LVWLQJ�VRFLHWLHV�WRJHWKHU��DUH�QRW�WKH�RZQHUV�RI�WKH�JOREH´�DQG�WKDW�³WKH\�PXVW�KDQG�LW�GRZQ�WR�VXF-

FHHGLQJ�JHQHUDWLRQV�LQ�DQ�LPSURYHG�FRQGLWLRQ´��(DJOHWRQ�������������(DJOHWRQ��������DOVR�PHQWLRQV�

WKDW�0DU[�ZDV�FHUWDLQO\�³DZDUH�RI�WKH�FRQÀLFW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VKRUW�WHUP�FDSLWDOLVW�H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�QDWXUDO�

UHVRXUFHV�DQG�ORQJHU�WHUP�VXVWDLQDEOH�SURGXFWLRQ´��������0DU[�VDZ�WKH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�H[SORLWDWLRQ�

FDSLWDOLVP�GLVSOD\V�DQG�ZLVKHG�WR�FKDQJH�WKDW�F\FOH��(DJOHWRQ�������

Similarly, fair trade organizations and others have tried to initiate production processes that 

IRFXV�RQ�VXVWDLQDELOLW\��)DLU�WUDGH�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH�³PLQLPL]HG�DQG�VDIH�XVH�RI�DJURFKHPLFDOV��SURSHU�

and safe management of waste, maintenance of soil fertility and water resources and no use of geneti-

FDOO\�PRGL¿HG�RUJDQLVPV�´�,Q�RUGHU�WR�UHFHLYH�WKH�)DLUWUDGH�ODEHO�RQH�GRHV�QRW�QHHG�WR�EH�RUJDQLFDOO\�

FHUWL¿HG��EXW�LW�LV�UHZDUGHG�ZLWK�WKH�VHWWLQJ�RI�D�KLJKHU�)DLUWUDGH�PLQLPXP�SULFH��³$LPV�RI�)DLUWUDGH�

6WDQGDUGV´��������$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKH�)DLUWUDGH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LV�FXUUHQWO\�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�KDYLQJ�RWKHU�QD-

tions notice and help curb the damaging effects of climate change on small farmers in regions where 

)DLUWUDGH�SURGXFWV�DUH�JURZQ��³&OLPDWH�&KDQJH�DQG�)DLU�7UDGH´�������
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Focus on Community Involvement

0DU[¶V�¿QDO�FRQFHSW�H[SORUHG�LQ�LWV�UHODWLRQ�WR�IDLU�WUDGH�LGHDOV�LV�WKDW�RI�WKH�IRFXV�RQ�FRPPXQLW\�

LQYROYHPHQW�DQG�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO¶V�SODFH�LQ�VRFLHW\��0DU[��������XQGHUVWRRG�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�FRP-

SDUDWLYH�DGYDQWDJH�DQG�³WKH�LQHTXDOLW\�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�HQGRZPHQW´�����EXW�KH�SURPRWHG�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�

HYHU\�SHUVRQ�VKRXOG�KHOS�WR�SURGXFH�DQG�EXLOG�VRFLHW\��³:LWKLQ�D�FRRSHUDWLYH�VRFLHW\«WKH�ODERU�RI�

the individual becomes, no longer in a roundabout way, but directly, a component of the total labor” 

�0DU[�����������3HRSOH�GR�QRW�VLPSO\�ZRUN�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��EXW�UDWKHU�ZRUN�LQ�XQLVRQ�ZLWK�WKH�UHVW�

of society in order to produce better. Another of Marx’s most famous concepts is that the price of a 

JRRG�LV�HTXDO�WR�WKH�YDOXH�DGGHG�E\�D�ZRUNHU¶V�ODERU��³7KH�VDPH�TXDQWLW\�RI�ODERU�ZKLFK�KH�KDV�JLYHQ�

VRFLHW\�LQ�RQH�IRUP��KH�UHFHLYHV�EDFN�LQ�DQRWKHU´������:KDWHYHU�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�LQSXWV�LQWR�WKH�RYHUDOO�

production and wellbeing of society, he shall receive that much in return, in equal amounts. However, 

0DU[�DOVR�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�HDFK�VKRXOG�UHFHLYH�³DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�QHHGV�´�WKLV�PHDQV�WKDW�VRFLHW\�DV�D�

whole must provide for each and every person, building a strong community of production to support 

WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�����

As described earlier, the fair trade organizations do not look at each farm individually and try 

to help; rather, they set up a network of small producers in a region, creating a sense of community 

EHWZHHQ�WKH�IDUPHUV��7KH�³VPDOO�IDPLO\�IDUPV�>DUH@�RUJDQL]HG�LQ�FRRSHUDWLYHV�RU�DVVRFLDWLRQV�ZKLFK�

>SURGXFHUV@�RZQ�DQG�JRYHUQ´��³3URGXFWV��&RFRD´��������)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�.DYRNLYD�&RFRD�&R�RSHUD-

WLYH�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�,YRU\�&RDVW�E\�����IDUPHUV�LQ�������DQG�LV�NQRZQ�IRU�LWV�JRRG�DGPLQLVWUD-

WLYH�VWUXFWXUH��TXDOLW\�RI�FRFRD��DQG�VHUYLFHV�WR�IDUPHUV��³.DYRNLYD�&RFRD�&R�RSHUDWLYH��&RWH�G¶OYRLUH´�

�������7KH�.XDSD�.RNRR�JURXS�VXFFHHGHG�LQ�KHOSLQJ�WKH�QHWZRUN�RI�PHPEHUV�DV�ZHOO�DV�FUHDWLQJ�

EHQH¿WV�IRU�QRQ�PHPEHUV�DV�ZHOO��VXFK�DV�EXLOGLQJ�VFKRROV�DQG�SURYLGLQJ�PHGLFDO�VHUYLFHV�XVLQJ�

PHGLFDO�VWXGHQWV�LW�VSRQVRUHG��'RKHUW\�	�7UDQFKHOO��������2QH�RI�WKH�NH\�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�SUHPLXP�

system of fair trade is the fact that the group of local farmers democratically chooses together what 

WKH�SUHPLXP�VKRXOG�EH�XVHG�IRU��³7KH�)DLUWUDGH�SUHPLXP´��������7KH�FRPPXQLW\�LV�EHWWHU�DEOH�WR�

YLHZ�ZKDW�UHVRXUFHV�WKH\�QHHG�DQG�FDQ�WKHUHIRUH�¿QG�ZD\V�WR�DFKLHYH�JRDOV�RI�JHWWLQJ�WKRVH�UHVRXUFHV�

This sense of community is further built by creating a larger network worldwide of people 

ZKR�SURGXFH��EX\��VHOO��DQG�DSSUHFLDWH�IDLU�WUDGH�JRRG��³3ULQFLSOHV�IRU�WKH�)DLU�7UDGH�)HGHUDWLRQ�

0HPEHUV´��������7KH�JURXS�RI����QRQ�SUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�XQGHUQHDWK�WKH�RYHUDOO�ODEHOLQJ�V\VWHP�

RI�)DLUWUDGH�/DEHOLQJ�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�QHHG�WR�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�JRDOV��³:KDW�ZH�

GR´��������%\�VSUHDGLQJ�WKH�ZRUG�DERXW�IDLU�WUDGH�LW�LV�PRUH�DEOH�WR�EHFRPH�VXFFHVVIXO�DQG�PRYH�WR�

RWKHU�ORFDWLRQV�ZKHUH�LW�FDQ�KHOS�VPDOO�IDUPHUV��³3ULQFLSOHV�IRU�WKH�)DLU�7UDGH�)HGHUDWLRQ�0HPEHUV´�

�������7KH�PRUH�WKH�IDLU�WUDGH�PRYHPHQW�LV�QRWLFHG�WKDW�PRUH�SRZHU�LW�KDV�WR�LQYROYH�RWKHU�PRYHUV�LQ�

the industry, such as the chocolate producing corporations and the governments of countries where 

cocoa is produced.

Conclusion

The goals of the Fairtrade Labeling Organization and other organizations are to help build a new 

production process and market structure. This paper focused on four of Marx’s ideals to analyze the 

changes that fair trade organizations wish to install to help small farmers and laborers in the Ivory 

Coast. Both Marx and the fair trade goals focus on the importance of history and understand that 

market structures are not arising out of natural tendencies but rather are created and can therefore 
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DQ\�VRFLDO�RU�SROLWLFDO�JURZWK�FDQ�RFFXU��ZKLOH�IDLU�WUDGH�WULHV�WR�VSUHDG�WKH�SUR¿WV�JDLQHG�IURP�WUDGH�

across different sectors of development. Creating a production system rid of exploitation, especially 

of child labor and environmental degradation, is a topic found in fair trade goals similar to how Marx 

YLHZHG�FDSLWDOLVW�VWUXFWXUH�DQG�WKH�FKDQJHV�WKDW�QHHGHG�WR�EH�PDGH��7KH�¿QDO�LGHDO�GLVFXVVLQJ�FRP-

munity involvement can be seen in both Marx and fair trade goals because fair trade organizations 

work hard to create a network of small farmers to make decisions at the local level, as well as a larger 

global network of those who support and believe in fair trade.

$V�EULHÀ\�PHQWLRQHG�EHIRUH��0DU[¶V�WKHRULHV�KDYH�HVVHQWLDOO\�ORVW�RXW�WR�DUJXPHQWV�IRU�FDSLWDO-

ism which highlight its ability to generate growth more rapidly. Marx’s ideas of production, and trade, 

DQG�JURZWK�GHFUHDVHV�SRYHUW\��%KDJZDWL��������+RZHYHU��GXH�WR�UHFHQW�JOREDO�FKDOOHQJHV�WKHUH�KDV�

been an increased criticism of the globalized and capitalistic structure of the world economy. For 

H[DPSOH��WKH�(XURSHDQ�¿QDQFLDO�FULVLV�KDV�EURXJKW�XS�FRQFHUQV�RYHU�¿QDQFLDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�LQ-

KHUHQW�ULVN�LQYROYHG��0D\HU�+RKGDKO��������)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH�DUJXPHQW�WKDW�JOREDOL]DWLRQ�LQFUHDVHV�

LQHTXDOLW\�KDV�JDLQHG�PRUH�WUDFWLRQ�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��5DPSHOO��������3HUKDSV�IDLU�WUDGH�LV�DQ�H[DPSOH�

of what will be an increasing relevance of Marx’s economic theories. Fair trade’s parallels to Marx’s 

ideas and its increased discussion and popularity certainly holds implications for the international 

economy itself.

Fair trade ideas certainly have the potential to be useful and helpful for the small farmers that 

WKH\�DUH�GLUHFWHG�WRZDUGV��6WLOO��IDLU�WUDGH�ODEHOHG�FRFRD�RQO\�FDSWXUHV������VKDUH�RI�WKH�PDUNHW��³7KH�

&KRFRODWH�,QGXVWU\´��������7KH�TXHVWLRQ�WKHQ�EHFRPHV�ZK\�LW�LV�QRW�ZRUNLQJ�DQG�PDNLQJ�VLJQL¿FDQW�

JOREDO�FKDQJH��(ULN�.DLQ��������IURP�)RUEHV�PDJD]LQH�LV�FRQFHUQHG�WKDW�WKH�KLJKHU�SUHPLXP�SULFHV�

RQO\�³OHDG�FRQVXPHUV�ZLWK�PRUH�SXUFKDVLQJ�SRZHU�WR�EX\�IDLU�WUDGH�JRRGV�ZKLOH�PRVW�FRQVXP-

ers stick to cheaper brands. Fair trade might draw another parallel to Marx’s theories in that many 

believe it to be unsuccessful at helping those it tries to target. Some argue that fair trade labeling 

and fair trade products create a cycle where farmers are trapped and dependent on the U.S. or other 

developed countries buying their goods. The movement ignores key elements of development such as 

PHFKDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�LQGXVWULDOL]DWLRQ��2¶1HLOO�������DQG�WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�OLWWOH�HIIRUW�LQWR�LQFRUSRUDWLQJ�

³6RXWKHUQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQV´�LQ�WKH�VHWWLQJ�RI�VWDQGDUGV�DQG�JRDOV��%ORZ¿HOG��������2WKHUV�VWDWH�WKDW�WKH�

³IHZ�H[WUD�SHQQLHV�D�GD\´�IURP�SUHPLXP�SULFHG�IDLU�WUDGH�SURGXFWV�FDQ¶W�UHDOO\�PDNH�D�UHPDUNDEOH�

FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�WKH�IDUPHUV�LW�DLPV�WR�DIIHFW��2¶1HLOO��������%ORZ¿HOG��������FULWLTXHV�WKH�IDLU�

trade assumption that small producers have little power in the value chain of a product, whereas in 

KLV�UHVHDUFK�KH�VDZ�WKDW�³VPDOO�KROGHUV�DUH�VLJQL¿FDQW´�LQ�FHUWDLQ�FRPPRGLWLHV�WKDW�IDLU�WUDGH�WDUJHWV��

There are still other criticisms of the concept of fair trade as well. The research in this paper does not 

attempt to tackle the controversy over fair trade, rather it has shown that fair trade organization goals 

and initiatives align with many key changes that Karl Marx wanted to see in capitalism and can be 

seen as a rekindling of his ideas.
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THE EDUCATIONAL GENDER GAP IN LATIN AMERICA:
WHY SOME GIRLS DO NOT ATTEND SCHOOL

Abstract

Girl’s education is universally recognized in the International Development community as an 

LPSRUWDQW�DVSHFW�RI�GHYHORSPHQW��(GXFDWLQJ�D�ZRPDQ�KDV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�KHU�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�

and her community as a whole. Despite the many positive effects of educating girls, girls attend school 

at a lower rate than boys, creating a gender gap in education. My question is, what causes this gender 

JDS�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ"�7R�VWXG\�WKLV�SKHQRPHQRQ��,�FUHDWHG�IRXU�FDWHJRULHV�RI�FDXVHV��SDWULDUFKDO�IDFWRUV��

IDPLO\�IDFWRUV��VWUXFWXUDO�IDFWRUV�DQG�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW��$�QXPEHU�RI�SUR[\�YDULDEOHV�

were used to study these qualitative variables in a quantitative manner. I analyzed these variables 

through four case studies in Latin America: Guatemala, Belize, Mexico and Peru. Using Mill’s Indirect 

0HWKRG�RI�'LIIHUHQFH��,�HYDOXDWH�ZKLFK�YDULDEOHV�VKRZ�VLJQL¿FDQW�FDXVDWLRQ�RI�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�

gap. After this analysis, I conclude that patriarchal society and family factors have the biggest causa-

WLRQDO�HIIHFW�RQ�WKH�JHQGHU�JDS��ZKLOH�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�DQG�VWUXFWXUDO�IDFWRUV�GR�QRW�

FDXVH�WKH�JDS��7KLV�KDV�VLJQL¿FDQW�SROLF\�LPSOLFDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�HGXFDWLRQ�ZRUOG��DV�PDQ\�

LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�¿UPO\�EHOLHYH�WKDW�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�WKH�

answer to closing the educational gender gap.

Introduction

7KH�(GXFDWLRQDO�*HQGHU�*DS�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD��:K\�6RPH�*LUOV�'R�1RW�$WWHQG�6FKRRO

International Organizations, NGOs, and governments worldwide are questioning why girls at-

tend school at a lower rate than boys in some countries. Education of both girls and boys is universally 

DFNQRZOHGJHG�LQ�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�FRPPXQLW\�DV�D�³GULYHU�RI�HFRQRPLF�JURZWK�DQG�VRFLDO�ZHOO�EHLQJ´�

�9DQ%DONRP�������DQG�LV�YLHZHG�E\�PDQ\�DV�³D�EDVLF�KXPDQ�ULJKW´��/HDFK��������7KH�HIIHFW�RI�HGXFDW-

ing girls, in particular, who have historically been denied access to formal education, has staggeringly 

positive effects for the individuals, their families, and society as a whole. As argued by Rankin and Ay-

WDF��³HGXFDWLQJ�JLUOV�ERRVWV�IDPLO\�LQFRPH�DQG�VRFLDO�VWDWXV��DQG�OHDGV�WR�ZRPHQ¶V�KLJKHU�HDUQLQJV�DQG�

RFFXSDWLRQDO�PRELOLW\´�5DQNLQ��������(GXFDWLQJ�D�ZRPDQ�HYHQ�DIIHFWV�KHU�RYHUDOO�KHDOWK��JLYLQJ�KHU�

³JUHDWHU�IHUWLOLW\�FRQWURO�DQG�OLIH�H[SHFWDQF\�DQG�ORZHU�OHYHOV�RI�LQIDQW�PRUWDOLW\´�5DQNLQ��������7KLV�

positive outcome from educating a woman encourages countries to close the educational gender gap.

6LQFH�WKH�¿UVW�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RQIHUHQFH�RQ�3XEOLF�(GXFDWLRQ�LQ�������JRYHUQPHQWV�KDYH�FRPH�WR-

JHWKHU�WR�PDNH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPPLWPHQWV�WR�LQFUHDVH�WKH�DFFHVVLELOLW\�RI�HGXFDWLRQ��9DLVKQDY��������

The most recent international commitments to be established were the Millennium Development 

*RDOV�>0'*V@��ZKLFK�SODFHG�ERWK�XQLYHUVDO�SULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�DV�WKH�WZR�WRS�

Elise Roberts
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SULRULWLHV�IRU�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�ZRUOG�WR�EH�DWWDLQHG�E\�������,Q�RUGHU�WR�DFKLHYH�WKHVH�JRDOV��WKH�0'*V�

³KDYH�VLQJOHG�RXW�LQYHVWPHQWV�LQ�VFKRROLQJ�DV�D�WRS�SULRULW\�IRU�GHYHORSLQJ�FRXQWU\�JRYHUQPHQWV�DV�

ZHOO�DV�IRU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�GRQRU�DVVLVWDQFH´��%ODQF��������7KH�JHQHUDO�FRQVHQVXV�PDGH�DW�WKHVH�FRQIHU-

HQFHV�LV�WKDW�GHYHORSLQJ�FRXQWULHV�DQG�GRQRU�FRXQWULHV�QHHG�WR�¿QDQFLDOO\�LQYHVW�LQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�

V\VWHP�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FORVH�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS��%ODQF��������

*RYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�PD\�EH�ZKDW�WKH�QXPHURXV�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�JRYHUQPHQWDO�FRQ-

ferences on education have concluded can close the gender gap, but it does not tell the whole story. 

2Q�D�PRUH�PLFUR�OHYHO��WKHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�DVSHFWV�WKDW�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�

does not affect. For instance, some factors that could possibly inhibit a girl from attending school 

include the size of her family, educational attainment of her mother and the amount of patriarchy in 

VRFLHW\��$GGLWLRQDOO\��IDFWRUV�VXFK�DV�WKH�DGROHVFHQW�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH��LQGLJHQRXV�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ��DQG�OLYLQJ�

in a rural setting could also affect a girl’s likelihood of attending school. This paper seeks to analyze 

ZKLFK�IDFWRUV�DUH�WKH�PRVW�VLJQL¿FDQW�FDXVHV�RI�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS�LQ�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�

Literature Review on the Causes of the Educational Gender Gap

$IWHU�UHYLHZLQJ�WKH�OLWHUDWXUH��,�IRXQG�WKHUH�DUH�IRXU�PDMRU�IDFWRUV�WKDW�NHHS�JLUOV�RXW�RI�WKH�

FODVVURRP�LQ�GHYHORSLQJ�FRXQWULHV��WKH�¿UVW�DQG�PRVW�LQÀXHQWLDO�RI�ZKLFK�LV�IDPLO\�LQÀXHQFH��$�JLUO¶V�

education can be hindered by a variety of familial factors, including: low socio-economic status, birth 

order, familial allocation of resources, the number of children in the family, and low education level of 

the mother. Second, patriarchal ideals, religion, and traditional family values all discourage families 

from valuing a daughter’s education. In addition, the structural factors of fear of ethnic and gender 

violence keep girls from attending school. Indigenous women are particularly vulnerable to this type 

of violence, which further limits their ability to attend school. Third are additional structural factors, 

VXFK�DV�GLYLVLRQ�RI�ODERU�DQG�ODFN�RI�VFKRROV��ZKLFK�DOVR�KDYH�D�SURIRXQG�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�JLUO¶V�HGXFDWLRQ��

)LQDOO\��WLHG�WR�WKH�LGHD�RI�ODFN�RI�VFKRROV�LV�ORZ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�D�

hindrance to girl’s education.

3RYHUW\�LV�WKH�PRVW�VHULRXV�EDUULHU�WR�D�JLUO¶V�HGXFDWLRQ��/HDFK��������$OPRVW�HYHU\�UHVHDUFK�

SURMHFW�,�FDPH�DFURVV�FLWHG�VRFLR�HFRQRPLF�VWDWXV�DQG�RWKHU�IDFWRUV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�IDPLO\�VWUXFWXUH�WKDW�

inhibit girl’s attendance in school. A current phenomenon that particularly prevents educational gen-

GHU�HTXDOLW\�LV�WKH�FRPPRQ�IDPLO\�SUDFWLFH�RI�VHOHFWLYH�HGXFDWLRQ��5DQNLQ��������/HDFK�GHVFULEHV�WKLV�

phenomenon in families of low socio-economic status, 

Where parents cannot afford to send all of their children to school, boys are inevitably given 

priority, as future breadwinners. Girls are kept at home to look after younger children, cook and clean, 

DQG�VRPHWLPHV�KHOS�WKH�PRWKHU�LQ�IDUPLQJ�RU�PDUNHW�WUDGLQJ���/HDFK������

This is a frequent occurrence all over the globe, and is most common in large families living in 

poverty. Older girls are particularly vulnerable to selective education, as being at the top of the birth 

RUGHU�GHSOHWHV�IDPLO\�UHVRXUFHV�GXH�WR�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�\RXQJHU�VLEOLQJV��5DQNLQ���������)DPLOLHV�WKDW�

do not have adequate access to childcare force older girls to stay home from school to care for their 

younger siblings. 

The number of children in a family, or sibsize, is a big determinant of educational attainment. In 

6WHHOPDQ¶V�UHYLHZ�RI�OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�DWWDLQPHQW��KH�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�³WKH�RYHUDOO�HIIHFW�RI�VLE-

ling size on educational attainment was larger than that of other family characteristics, for example, 
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SDWHUQDO�RFFXSDWLRQDO�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV´��6WHHOPDQ��������1DWXUDOO\��³ODUJH�IDPLOLHV�PXVW�VWUHWFK�

resources -both material and nonmaterial- across more children, thus reducing the overall amount of 

VFKRROLQJ�WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�UHFHLYH´��5DQNLQ��������+RZHYHU��2QR�DUJXHV�WKDW�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�RI�ZKR�JRHV�WR�

school is not only based on the number of children in a family, but also the gender composition of the 

FKLOGUHQ��,I�D�IDPLO\�VWUXFWXUH�SODFHV�D�KLJKHU�YDOXH�RQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�VRQV��³WKHQ�IDPLO\�UHVRXUFHV�

ZLOO�OLNHZLVH�EH�DOORFDWHG´�WRZDUGV�VRQV��2QR��������7KHUHIRUH��LI�D�IDPLO\�LV�ODUJH�DQG�KDV�VHYHUDO�

sons, then it is unlikely that the daughters will reach a high level of educational attainment.

In addition to the number of children in a family, the education level of the mother also deter-

mines the level of educational attainment the daughter receives. As women advance through their life 

cycle in their social environment, particularly in patriarchal cultures, their educational aspirations are 

GRZQJUDGHG��2QR�DUJXHV�³WKLV�GRZQZDUG�DGMXVWPHQW�LQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�DVSLUDWLRQV�LV�WUDQVIHUUHG�DFURVV�

JHQHUDWLRQV�DV�PRWKHUV�FRPH�WR�KROG�ORZHU�HGXFDWLRQDO�DVSLUDWLRQV�IRU�WKHLU�GDXJKWHUV´��2QR��������

Low educational aspirations for the daughter will discourage the family from investing in her educa-

WLRQ�SDVW�WKH�OHYHO�RI�KHU�PRWKHU��)URP�DQ�HFRQRPLF�VWDQGSRLQW��'XVVDLOODQW�DUJXHV�³PRUH�HGXFDWHG�

PRWKHUV�SURGXFH�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�KLJKHU�OHYHOV�RI�KXPDQ�FDSLWDO´��'XVVDLOODQW��������)XUWKHUPRUH��

HFRQRPLVWV�¿QG�³WKH�HIIHFW�RI�PRWKHU¶V�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�ODUJHU�WKDQ�WKDW�RI�IDWKHU¶V��ZKLFK�PD\�UHÀHFW�WKDW�

PRWKHUV�KDYH�D�JUHDWHU�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�FKLOGUHQ�RU�WKDW�PRWKHU¶V�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�LQ�SDUW�SUR[\LQJ�IRU�WKH�

ZHDOWK�RI�WKH�KRXVHKROG´��&DVH��������7KHUHIRUH��LI�D�PRWKHU�GLG�QRW�DWWHQG�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRRO��WKHQ�

she will not see the value of sending her daughter to secondary school when she could be at home, 

helping with household chores. However, there is a lot of variability in how and why families make 

decisions on who will go to school, which could be considered a weakness of the theories regarding 

familial factors.

Closely tied to the value that a family places on education are the socio-cultural factors of the 

IDPLO\�DQG�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��,Q�SDWULDUFKDO�FRPPXQLWLHV��ZRPHQ�DUH�VRFLDOL]HG�WR�DFFHSW�WKDW�³WKH�

masculine man is one who achieves, who is masterful; the feminine woman is one who underachieves, 

ZKR�GHIHUV´��$UQRW��������3DWULDUFKDO�VRFLHWLHV�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�ZRPHQ�DUH�VXERUGLQDWH�WR�PHQ�

LQ�HYHU\�ZD\��$Q�XQIRUWXQDWH�UHVXOW�RI�WKHVH�³HQYLURQPHQWV�FDQ�EH�WKDW�GDXJKWHUV�EHFRPH�WKH�VLEOLQJV�

IURP�ZKRP�UHVRXUFHV�DUH�GUDLQHG´��2QR���������$V�2QR�GHVFULEHV��LW�LV�KLJKO\�OLNHO\�LQ�SDWULDUFKDO�

cultures that families will choose to selectively educate their children in favor of boys. Unfortunately, 

instead of combating the ideology of female inferiority, schools actually perpetuate it. Schools are 

³UHSOLFDWLQJ�WKH�YDOXHV�RI�WKH�KRPH�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�XQGHUYDOXLQJ�JLUO¶V�SRWHQWLDO�DQG�

DELOLWLHV�FRPSDUHG�WR�ER\V´��6ZDLQVRQ��������$V�D�IXQGDPHQWDO�LQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�VRFLHW\��LW�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�

surprising that schools perpetuate societal norms.  

In Islamic countries, religion and traditional family values play a key role in the educational 

JHQGHU�JDS��³7R�PDQ\�UHOLJLRXV�IDPLOLHV�LQ�,VODPLF�VRFLHWLHV��VFKRROV�SRVH�D�WKUHDW�WR�WKH�VDIHW\�DQG�

PRGHVW\�RI�WKHLU�GDXJKWHUV�DQG�WKXV�WR�IDPLO\�KRQRU´��5DQNLQ��������/HDYLQJ�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�

KRPH�LV�LQKHUHQWO\�LPSOLHG�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ��ZKLFK�SRVHV�SRWHQWLDO�WKUHDWV�WR�D�JLUO¶V�ZHOO�EHLQJ��³$OVR��

WKHUH�LV�D�IHDU�RI�KHU�JHWWLQJ�LQÀXHQFHG�E\�WKH�³PRGHUQ´�WKRXJKWV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�WDXJKW�LQ�WKH�VFKRROV�

DQG�WKXV�EHFRPLQJ�UHEHOOLRXV�WRZDUGV�WKH�VRFLDO�VWDWXV�TXR´��5D]D���������)DPLOLHV�ZRUU\�WKDW�LI�WKH\�

send their daughters to school, they will become corrupted by the outside world and give up their 

traditional family values. 
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Families also fear that sending their daughters to school could put them at risk of ethnic or 

gender discrimination. Indigenous women have historically been, and are still today, discriminated 

against both in denying them access to education and perceived status in society. Not only do these 

women face discrimination by the government, but the institutionalized inferiority of indigenous 

ZRPHQ�KDV�DOVR�WUDQVODWHG�LQWR�SUHMXGLFH�IURP�RWKHU�HWKQLF�JURXSV��

³(WKQLF�LGHQWLW\�WKHQ��ZKLFK�LV�PRUH�V\PEROLFDOO\�DSSDUHQW�DQG�YLVLEOH�DPRQJVW�ZRPHQ��LV�D�

feature of the structural violence, which does not allow them to participate in the education system for 

IHDU�RI�SK\VLFDO�DWWDFN�DQG�RU�VH[XDO�YLROHQFH�´��.LQJ������

The discrimination faced by an indigenous woman based on her ethnicity is compounded by 

KHU�JHQGHU��ZKLFK�PDNHV�KHU�PRUH�YXOQHUDEOH�WR�WKLV�W\SH�RI�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��.LQJ��������:RPHQ�

DUH�RIWHQ�VXEMHFWHG�WR�FHUWDLQ�W\SHV�RI�JHQGHUHG�YLROHQFH��VSHFL¿FDOO\�VH[XDO�YLROHQFH��,QGLJHQRXV�

ZRPHQ�DUH�SDUWLFXODUO\�YXOQHUDEOH�WR�VH[XDO�YLROHQFH�EHFDXVH�³¿UVWO\��WKH\�GR�QRW�KDYH�UHFRXUVH�WR�WKH�

SURWHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�OHJDO�V\VWHP�DQG�VHFRQGO\��SDWULDUFKDO�VRFLHW\�DFFHSWV�WKDW�DV�QRUPDO´��.LQJ��������

Because of this, it is particularly dangerous to send indigenous daughters to school, leading families 

to keep their daughters at home in order to protect them. Indigenous discrimination and violence is a 

profound barrier to education, but this only is relevant if a girl is indigenous, which is a weakness of 

the theory when generalizing it to all girls.

Fear of structural, cultural and sexual violence against daughters forces the family to create a 

system of inequality and selectively educate their children. According to research done in Honduras 

E\�&HQWUR�GH�&DSDFLWDFtRQ�,QWHJUDO�GH�OD�0XMHU�&DPSHVLQD��ODQJXDJH�EDUULHUV�DQG�WKH�ULVNV�RI�WUDYHO-

ing to school also make girls vulnerable to violence.

³,Q�UXUDO�DUHDV�WKH�FXOWXUDO�YLROHQFH�WKDW�WKUHDWHQV�FKLOGUHQ�ZKR�GR�QRW�VSHDN�6SDQLVK��WKH�IUH-

quent cases of assault and rape perpetuated against women, and the distances that girls have to walk 

WR�VFKRRO��DUH�UHDVRQV�ZK\�SDUHQWV�IDLO�WR�UHJLVWHU�WKHP�LQ�VFKRRO�´�.LQJ������

It is the fear of what could happen to a girl when she walks to school that holds her back from 

receiving an education. Structural violence can also indirectly affect girls via the death of her parents, 

OHDYLQJ�KHU�DV�WKH�KHDG�RI�WKH�KRXVHKROG�ZKLOH�VWLOO�D�FKLOG��.LQJ��������(O�&HQWUR�GH�3URPRFLRQ�\�

'HVVDUUROOR�3REODFLRQDO�UHSRUWV�WKDW�LQ�3HUX��WKHUH�DUH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������IHPDOH�UXQ�KRXVHKROGV�

WKDW�DUH�UXQ�E\�ZRPHQ�XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI�����.LQJ��������+DYLQJ�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�WDNLQJ�FDUH�RI�WKH�

household denies girls the opportunity to continue their education. The risks of violence stated here 

are at the extreme end of the spectrum and is not the case for most families in the world, which is a 

weakness of this theory.

Along with socio-cultural factors in the girl’s environment, economic and structural factors in 

KHU�FRPPXQLW\�FRXOG�DOVR�DIIHFW�KHU�DWWHQGDQFH�LQ�VFKRRO��6RPH�VFKRODUV�SRLQW�³WR�D�QHZ�JOREDO�GLYL-

VLRQ�RI�ODERU�WKDW�OLPLWV�MRE�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�ZRPHQ��RIWHQ�UHOHJDWLQJ�WKHP�WR�XQVNLOOHG�DQG�ORZ�SD\-

LQJ�MREV�LQ�WKH�LQIRUPDO�VHFWRU´��5DQNLQ��������7KHVH�QHZ�MRE�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�ZRPHQ�GR�QRW�UHTXLUH�

D�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�IRUPDO�HGXFDWLRQ�WR�VXFFHHG��,Q�WXUQ��WKLV�UHVWULFWV�MRE�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�DQG�GLVFRXUDJHV�

SDUHQWV�IURP�LQYHVWLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�GDXJKWHUV¶�HGXFDWLRQ��5DQNLQ��������:KDW�WKLV�WKHRU\�GRHV�QRW�WDNH�

into account, however, is the maintenance of local industries at the community level.

An important structural factor that is not to be overlooked is the lack of access to schools. A com-

PRQ�SKHQRPHQRQ�LV�WKDW�³ODFN�RI�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRROV�LQ�PDQ\�GHYHORSLQJ�FRXQWULHV�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�KLJK�

GURS�RXW�UDWHV�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�SULPDU\�VFKRRO´�5DQNLQ���������5XUDO�FRPPXQLWLHV�ZKHUH�WKHUH�
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is little educational provision consequently also have the lowest school enrollment rates and largest 

JHQGHU�JDSV�LQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�DWWDLQPHQW��/HDFK��������,Q�FRQWUDVW��WKHUH�LV�DOVR�UHVHDUFK�WKDW�VKRZV�³IRU�

JLUOV��UHVLGHQFH�LQ�DQ�XUEDQ�DUHD�LQFUHDVHV�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�SRVW�SULPDU\�HGXFDWLRQ´��5DQNLQ��������

Therefore, it is more likely that a girl in an urban setting will have greater access to school than a girl 

in a rural setting. 

7KH�WKHRU\�RI�ODFN�RI�VFKRROV�OHDGV�WR�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�ORZ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�

school infrastructure contributes to the educational gender gap. Therefore, in order to close the edu-

cational gender gap, the government should increase investment in the education sector. As argued by 

HGXFDWLRQ�UHVHDUFKHU�DQG�DFWLYLVW�.KDQGDNHU�/XWIXO�.KDOHG��³DFKLHYLQJ�TXDOLW\�HGXFDWLRQ�IRU�DOO�ZLOO�

require massive new investment i.e. new teachers, new classrooms and more textbooks, mid day meal, 

VWLSHQG�HWF��,QFUHDVHG�LQYHVWPHQWV�IURP�GRPHVWLF�EXGJHWV�DUH�FUXFLDO�LQ�WKLV�UHJDUG´��.KDOHG��������

3URYLGLQJ�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�IRU�VFKRRO�WR�WDNH�SODFH�UHTXLUHV�PDVVLYH�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�

by governments. 

,I�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQWV�ZHUH�WR�LQFUHDVH��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�NQRZ�ZKHUH�WKLV�PRQH\�

LV�EHLQJ�VSHQW��$�JRYHUQPHQW�FRXOG�VKRZ�¿JXUHV�WKDW�VXJJHVW�LQFUHDVHV�LQ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�VSHQGLQJ�LQ�

education, but the transparency of where the additional funds were spent may not be shared. Khaled 

DUJXHV�WKDW�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�³VKRXOG�GHP\VWLI\�DOO�DOORFDWLRQV�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�VKRXOG�FOHDUO\�VSHOO�

RXW�WKH�EXGJHWDU\�OLQNDJHV�VKDUH�ZLWK�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�RWKHU�GHSDUWPHQWV´��.KDOHG��������7KLV�ZRXOG�

put pressure on the government to ensure that it is spending the money in a productive way and not 

simply increasing the salaries of education ministers. A weakness of this theory is that Khaled comes 

from the position of an education activist and is biased in this regard.

While all of these arguments have validity, some are not applicable to every country in the world. 

Countries with deeply rooted Islamic traditions are mainly concentrated in the Middle East and North 

Africa. Familial factors are the most common factors cited in the research across all countries that 

were studied in the literature. Latin America maintains a highly patriarchal society, which could pos-

sibly affect the educational gender gap. The structural variable of indigenous and rural populations 

ODFNLQJ�RI�DFFHVV�WR�VFKRRO�LV�IUHTXHQWO\�FLWHG�DV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQKLELWRU�IRU�JLUO¶V�HGXFDWLRQ�DOO�RYHU�WKH�

ZRUOG��)LQDOO\��JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�GLUHFWO\�DIIHFWV�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�SK\VLFDO�

infrastructure available for education. Therefore, I argue that these four factors are the most worthy 

YDULDEOHV�WR�SXUVXH�IRU�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFW��

Research Design

As concluded in the literature review, I found four main categories of factors that affect the edu-

FDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS��IDPLOLDO�IDFWRUV��SDWULDUFKDO�VRFLHW\��VWUXFWXUDO�IDFWRUV�DQG�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�

investment. In comparing these four independent variables, I will determine which factors have the 

largest effect on the dependent variable, the size of the educational gender gap. The following plan 

outlines how I will answer my research question of what causes the educational gender gap in Latin 

America.
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Choosing the Case Study Countries 

I will evaluate four countries from North, Central and South America and compare how each of 

the independent variables of familial factors, patriarchal society, structural factors and governmental 

¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�GLIIHU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FDVHV��7KH�IRXU�FRXQWULHV�,�KDYH�FKRVHQ�DUH��0H[LFR��*XDWH-

mala, Belize and Peru. I chose these countries based on their values on the Gender Inequality Index 

and their percentage of indigenous population:

High % of Inigenous Popu-

lation

Low % of Indigenous Population

Low Gender Equality Index Peru Mexico

High Gender Equality Index Guatemala Belize

    

By choosing countries in Latin America, I have lowered the chance of confounding variables 

WKDW�FRXOG�LQÀXHQFH�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS��(DFK�RI�WKHVH�IRXU�FRXQWULHV�KDV�D�FRPPRQ�UHOLJLRQ��

RI¿FLDO�ODQJXDJH��SROLWLFDO�V\VWHP��JHRJUDSKLF�ORFDWLRQ�>:HVWHUQ�+HPLVSKHUH@�DQG�KLVWRU\�RI�FRORQL]D-

tion by the Spanish.

2SHUDWLRQDOL]DWLRQ

As the factors I have chosen are inherently qualitative, I am using proxy variables to assess each 

independent variable. Each factor is impossible to assess as a whole without looking at individual 

variables that contribute to the factor overall. The dependent variable, size of the gender gap, will be 

measured by a number of different proxy variables as well. To evaluate who is going to school and 

what the students get out of it, I will include male/female net attendance ratio, male/female youth 

literacy rate, and the percentage of girls who are out of school. All of the data for these variables 

comes from UNICEF and UNESCO. To measure how long the students stay in school once they get 

there, I will use World Bank data on male/female primary school completion rate and male/female 

SHUVLVWHQFH�WR�JUDGH����,�FKRVH�PDOH�IHPDOH�QHW�DWWHQGDQFH�UDWLR�UDWKHU�WKDQ�QHW�HQUROOPHQW�UDWLR��EH-

FDXVH�FKLOGUHQ�FDQ�EH�HQUROOHG�LQ�VFKRRO�DQG�MXVW�QRW�DWWHQG��WKHUHIRUH��WKH�DWWHQGDQFH�UDWLR�LV�D�EHWWHU�

indicator of who goes to school. 

The patriarchy variable will be assessed by three measures: the Gender Inequality Index, per-

centage of female participation in the workforce, and the World Values Survey. The Gender Inequality 

Index is a measure created by the UN Development Program to assess the level of gender inequality 

in every country in the world. For this indicator, the closer the index gets to zero, the more gender 

equality a country maintains, and the closer the index gets to one, the greater inequality is present. 

The indicator of female participation in the workforce comes from UN Habitat data and showcases 

the societal investment in women as professionals outside the home. To assess the overall level of 

patriarchy in each country, I have chosen to use the World Values Survey as a measure of how society 

values of women as professionals.  See the Appendix for the survey questions that were used to gather 

the information and tables that outline the   results for Mexico, Peru and Guatemala. The World Val-

XHV�VXUYH\�ZDV�QRW�JLYHQ�WR�UHVLGHQWV�LQ�%HOL]H�GXULQJ�WKH�����������ZDYH��EXW�ZDV�JLYHQ�GXULQJ�WKH�

����������ZDYH��UHVXOWV�RI�ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�SXEOLVKHG�LQ������
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,Q�H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�OHYHO�RI�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ��,�HYDOXDWHG�WKUHH�

proxy variables that demonstrate the level of investment in education. To proxy governmental 

¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW��,�XVHG�WKH�WRWDO�DPRXQW�VSHQW�RQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�VSHQGLQJ�DV�D�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WKH�

entire federal budget and as a percentage of GDP. Data for both of these proxy variables comes from 

UNESCO.  In order to calculate how educational spending is distributed to the students, I used per-

student spending as a percentage of GDP per capita, the data for which came from the World Bank 

Education Statistics. 

)DPLOLDO�IDFWRUV�ZHUH�WKH�PRVW�GLI¿FXOW�WR�TXDQWLI\��DV�LW�ZRXOG�EH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�VXUYH\�HYHU\�IDP-

ily on how they allocate funds towards their children’s education. To proxy the level of the educa-

tion of the mother, I used the variable of adult female literacy rate as a percentage of males, which 

comes from UNICEF data. In addition, I will use the national fertility rate as a measure of how many 

children are in the family, which I gathered from a variety of different sources, including OECD and 

UN Habitat. I chose fertility rate rather than average household size, because households commonly 

include extended family members, such as grandparents and cousins. To take into account the infant 

PRUWDOLW\�UDWH�LQ�DQDO\]LQJ�KRZ�PDQ\�DUH�LQ�WKH�IDPLO\��,�ZLOO�XVH�DQ�DGMXVWHG�¿JXUH�IRU�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH��

subtracting infant mortality rate from total national fertility rate. Finally, I chose to include the 

DGROHVFHQW�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH�RI�ZRPHQ�DJHG��������EHFDXVH�ZKHQ�JLUOV�KDYH�D�FKLOG��WKH\�DUH�XQOLNHO\�WR�

continue attending school.  

To assess structural factors that affect the educational gender gap, I used proxy variables con-

cerning the kinds of people that receive educational services. Structural variables on the composition 

of the population include the percentage of the rural population and the percentage of the population 

that is in poverty, data for which all came from the World Bank. The percentage of the indigenous 

population comes from the World Directory of Minorities International. 

Hypotheses

The above operationalization helps to analyze the impact the variables have on the educational 

gender gap. The following hypotheses will be evaluated to discover which has the strongest effect on 

the educational gender gap:

Hypothesis 1: As the level of gender inequality increases, the gender gap increases. 

+\SRWKHVLV����$V�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�LQFUHDVHV��WKH�JHQGHU�JDS�

decreases. 

+\SRWKHVLV����$V�DGMXVWHG�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH�LQFUHDVHV��WKH�JHQGHU�JDS�LQFUHDVHV��

Hypothesis 4: As adult literacy rate increases, gender gap decreases.

+\SRWKHVLV����$V�WKH�LQGLJHQRXV�SRSXODWLRQ�LQFUHDVHV�DFURVV�FDVHV��WKH�JHQGHU�JDS�LQFUHDVHV�

7KH�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�K\SRWKHVHV�ZLOO�UHYHDO�ZKLFK�YDULDEOH�KDV�WKH�PRVW�VLJQL¿FDQW�HIIHFW�RQ�

the educational gender gap. 

Methodology

The methodology I used to examine the effect of these variables in Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, 

and Peru is Mill’s Indirect Method of Difference. This method investigates similar cases that have 

different outcomes on the dependent variable and examine which independent variables have a causal 
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WKH�6SDQLVK��ZKLFK�³PDNHV�WKH�UHDO�FDXVH�HDVLHU�WR�VSRW´��9DQ(YHUD��������7KH�LQGLUHFW�PHWKRG�LQ�

SDUWLFXODU�XVHV�D�SDLUHG�FRPSDULVRQ�WR�¿QG�WKH�YDULDEOH�WKDW�KDV�WKH�PRVW�FDXVDO�HIIHFW��7KH�IROORZLQJ�

research will compare the values of the operationalized independent variables in each country and 

how they affect the educational gender gap.

To evaluate the level of the proxy variables, I will use cut-off points to evaluate the level of each 

factor maintained by the case study. For the gender gap, I will consider a country to have a closed gen-

GHU�JDS�LI�WKH�SUR[\�YDULDEOHV�GLIIHU�IURP�PDOHV�WR�IHPDOHV�IURP����WR�����DQG�PRGHUDWH�LI�WKH�YDOXHV�

DUH�EHWZHHQ����DQG�����7KH�JHQGHU�JDS�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�SHUVLVWHQW�LI�WKH�SUR[\�YDULDEOHV�GLIIHU�E\����RU�

greater. For the patriarchy variable, I consider a Gender Inequality Index value below 0.4 to be low, 

DSSUR[LPDWHO\������WR�EH�PRGHUDWH�DQG�����DQG�DERYH�WR�EH�KLJK��,Q�UHJDUGV�WR�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�

LQYHVWPHQW��³DFFRUGLQJ�WR�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�EHQFKPDUN��HYHU\�JRYHUQPHQW�PXVW�DOORFDWH�����RI�QDWLRQDO�

EXGJHW�IRU�HGXFDWLRQ�RU�VSHQG����RI�*'3�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ´��.KDOHG��������7KHUHIRUH��,�ZLOO�FRQVLGHU�D�

FRXQWU\¶V�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�VXI¿FLHQW�LI�WKH�*'3�LV�ZLWKLQ�WZR�SHUFHQWDJH�SRLQWV�RI������DQG�

LQVXI¿FLHQW�LI�LW�LV�EHORZ�WKDW�OHYHO��7KH�DGMXVWHG�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH�ZLOO�XVH�D�EHQFKPDUN�YDOXH�RI�WKUHH�FKLO-

dren, where a value below three is low and a value above three are high. The adult female literacy rate 

ZLOO�XVH�D�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI������ZKHUH�D�YDOXH�DERYH�����LV�KLJK�DQG�D�YDOXH�EHORZ�����LV�FRQVLGHUHG�

ORZ��)LQDOO\��WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�ZKR�LGHQWL¿HV�DV�LQGLJHQRXV�ZLOO�XVH�D�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI�

�����ZKHUH�EHORZ�����LV�ORZ�DQG�DERYH�����LV�KLJK�

Case Study: Mexico

The Mexican Education system has done much to try to close to educational gender gap in the 

SDVW�IHZ�\HDUV��6FKRODUV�&UHLJKWRQ�DQG�3DUN�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�³JHQHUDO�¿QGLQJ�LV�RI�D�FORVLQJ�JHQGHU�JDS�

LQ�0H[LFDQ�HGXFDWLRQDO�DWWDLQPHQW´�GXH�WR�³VL[�GHFDGHV�RI�UHIRUP�LQ�0H[LFDQ�HGXFDWLRQ´��&UHLJKWRQ�

�������7KH�IROORZLQJ�SUR[\�YDULDEOHV�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKH�DUJXPHQW�&UHLJKWRQ�DQG�3DUN�WKDW�WKH�HGXFD-

tional gender gap is closed. The net attendance ratio in primary school for males and females are both 

�����81,&()�������������3ULPDU\�VFKRRO�FRPSOHWLRQ�UDWH�IRU�PDOHV�DQG�IHPDOHV�DUH�HTXDO�DW������

�81,&()�������������,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�UDWH�RI�PDOHV�DQG�IHPDOHV�ZKR�SHUVLVW�XQWLO�WKH�HQG�RI��WK�

JUDGH�LV�DOVR�HTXDO�DW������%DQN��������7KH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�JLUOV�ZKR�DUH�QRW�LQ�VFKRRO�LV�D�QHJOLJLEOH�

����81(6&2��������)LQDOO\��WKH�\RXWK�OLWHUDF\�UDWH�RI�PDOHV�LV�����ZKLOH�WKH�IHPDOH�\RXWK�OLWHUDF\�

UDWH�LV������D�GLIIHUHQFH�WKDW�FRXOG�VLPSO\�EH�VXEMHFW�WR�URXQGLQJ��81,&()������������7KHUHIRUH��,�

FRQFOXGH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�FXW�RII�SRLQW�RI�D����GLIIHUHQFH�IRU�SUR[\�YDULDEOHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�DQDO\VLV�PDGH�

by Creighton and Park, the educational gender gap in Mexico is minimal to non-existent.

3DWULDUFK\�9DULDEOH

As concluded in the literature review, patriarchal society negatively impacts the view that educa-

WLRQ�LV�EHQH¿FLDO�IRU�JLUOV��DQG�KDYLQJ�DQ�XQHTXDO�VRFLHW\�OHDGV�WR�XQHTXDO�RXWFRPHV�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ��7KH�

*HQGHU�,QHTXDOLW\�,QGH[�IRU�0H[LFR�LV�DW�D�PRGHUDWH�OHYHO�DW�DQ�LQGH[�RI��������EDVHG�RQ�WKH�PRGHUDWH�

FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI�������81'3��������/DERU�)RUFH�3DUWLFLSDWLRQ�5DWH��ZKLFK�LQGLFDWHV�KRZ�PXFK�ZRPHQ�

DUH�D�SDUW�RI�WKH�ZRUNIRUFH��LV�RQH�RI�WKH�ORZHVW�LQ�WKLV�VWXG\��DW������%DQN��������

The results from the World Values Survey show a moderately favorable view towards gender 
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HTXDOLW\��$V�RXWOLQHG�LQ�WKH�DSSHQGL[��WKH�UHVXOWV�LOOXVWUDWH�WKDW�D�PDMRULW\�RI�VRFLHW\�ZRXOG�DSSURYH�RI�

single mothers, which indicates that Mexican society believes that a woman can make her own deci-

VLRQV�DERXW�KHU�OLIHVW\OH��0RUHQR�������������$GGLWLRQDOO\��D�PDMRULW\�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�DJUHHG�WKDW�

EHLQJ�D�KRXVHZLIH�ZDV�MXVW�DV�IXO¿OOLQJ�DV�KDYLQJ�D�FDUHHU��ZKLFK�FRXOG�LQGLFDWH�WKDW�0H[LFDQ�VRFLHW\�

GRHV�QRW�VHH�YDOXH�LQ�HGXFDWLQJ�WKHLU�GDXJKWHUV�DW�D�KLJK�OHYHO�LI�WKH\�FRXOG�EH�MXVW�DV�KDSS\�EHLQJ�D�

KRXVHZLIH��0RUHQR�������������$�PDMRULW\�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�GLVDJUHHG�RU�VWURQJO\�GLVDJUHHG�ZLWK�WKH�

VWDWHPHQWV�³LQ�JHQHUDO��PHQ�DUH�EHWWHU�SROLWLFDO�OHDGHUV�WKDQ�ZRPHQ´�DV�ZHOO�DV�³LQ�JHQHUDO��PHQ�DUH�

better business executives than women,” which indicates that Mexican society views men and women 

DV�KDYLQJ�HTXDO�OHDGHUVKLS�SRWHQWLDO��0RUHQR�������������)LQDOO\��D�PDMRULW\�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�LQGL-

FDWHG�WKDW�D�XQLYHUVLW\�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�MXVW�DV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�PHQ�DV�LW�LV�IRU�ZRPHQ��0RUHQR�������������

After analyzing these proxy variables, I have concluded that the level of patriarchy in Mexican society 

is at a moderate level.

*RYHUQPHQWDO�)LQDQFLDO�,QYHVWPHQW�9DULDEOH

7KH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�¿QDQFLDOO\�LQYHVWV�LQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�RI�LWV�SHRSOH�ZDV�RSHUD-

tionalized by how much money the government invests through a variety of indicators. The amount 

WKH�0H[LFDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�VSHQGV�RQ�HGXFDWLRQ��DV�D�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WKH�WRWDO�IHGHUDO�EXGJHW��LV��������

D�VXI¿FLHQW�OHYHO�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�EHQFKPDUN�RI������81(6&2��������7KLV�HTXDWHV�WR�

�����RI�WKH�QDWLRQ¶V�*'3��81(6&2��������)XUWKHUPRUH��WKH�DPRXQW�WKDW�LV�VSHQW�SHU�VWXGHQW�DV�D�

SHUFHQW�RI�*'3�SHU�FDSLWD�LV������%DQN��������&RPSDUHG�WR�WKH�RWKHU�FDVHV�LQ�WKLV�VWXG\��WKHVH�DUH�

DOO�YHU\�KLJK�QXPEHUV��7KHUHIRUH��,�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�0H[LFR�KDV�D�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�

investment in the education sector.

Family Variable

7KH�IDPLO\�YDULDEOH�XVHV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�SUR[\�YDULDEOHV�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKH�IDPLO\�

on the educational gender gap. Mexico has a high adult female literacy rate as a percentage of male, 

DW������FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI������81,&()�������������7KLV�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�PRWKHUV�DUH�

educated and are therefore more likely to send their children to school. The proxy variable for sibsize 

ZDV�DGMXVWHG�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH��DQG�LQ�0H[LFR�,�FDOFXODWHG�WKLV�¿JXUH�WR�EH�DQ�DYHUDJH�RI�������FKLOGUHQ�

SHU�ZRPDQ��ORZHU�WKDQ�WKH�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI���FKLOGUHQ�SHU�ZRPDQ��%DQN��������7KH�DGROHVFHQW�IHUWLO-

LW\�UDWH�RI�JLUOV�DJHG��������DV�LQGLFDWHG�E\�QXPEHU�RI�ELUWKV�SHU�������LV����WHHQ�ELUWKV�SHU������LQ�

0H[LFR��%DQN��������7KH�FXOPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKHVH�SUR[\�YDULDEOHV�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�IDPLO\�YDULDEOH�LQ�

0H[LFR�KDV�D�SRVLWLYH�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�WKH�JHQGHU�JDS�

Structural Variable

0H[LFR�KDV�D�VPDOO�LQGLJHQRXV�SRSXODWLRQ�DW�RQO\������FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�RWKHU�FDVHV�LQ�WKLV�VWXG\�

DQG�WKH�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI������,QWHUQDWLRQDO��������0H[LFR�DOVR�KDV�D�ORZ�UXUDO�SRSXODWLRQ�DW�����UHOD-

WLYH�WR�WKH�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�LQ�P\�UHVHDUFK��%DQN��������7KH�KHDGFRXQW�UDWLR�RI�WKH�UXUDO�SRSXODWLRQ��

WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�UXUDO�SRSXODWLRQ�WKDW�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�SRRU��LV������%DQN��������7KLV�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�

RI�WKRVH�ZKR�OLYH�LQ�UXUDO�DUHDV��D�PDMRULW\�RI�WKHP�DUH�DOVR�LQ�SRYHUW\��)LQDOO\��WKH�WRWDO�SHUFHQWDJH�

RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�WKDW�OLYHV�EHORZ�WKH�SRYHUW\�OLQH�LV������ZKLFK�LV�ODUJH�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�RWKHU�FDVHV�

�&,$��������7KH�YDOXHV�RI�WKHVH�SUR[\�YDULDEOHV�OHDG�PH�WR�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�WKH�VWUXFWXUDO�YDULDEOH�KDV�D�
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PRGHUDWH�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS�LQ�0H[LFR�

Case Study: Peru

Similar to Mexico, the Peruvian educational system has reached relative gender equality in edu-

FDWLRQ��7KH�OLWHUDF\�UDWHV�RI�PDOH�DQG�IHPDOH�\RXWK�LQ�3HUX�DUH�HTXLYDOHQW��DW�D�UDWH�RI������81,&()�

������������7KHUH�LV�D�VPDOO�GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�WKH�QHW�DWWHQGDQFH�UDWH�RI�PDOHV�DQG�IHPDOHV������DQG�

�����UHVSHFWLYHO\��81,&()�������������7KHUH�LV�D�JDS�LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�PDOHV�DQG�IHPDOHV�ZKR�

SHUVLVWHQFH�WR�JUDGH��DW�����DQG������UHVSHFWLYHO\��%DQN��������7KH�JDS�JHWV�MXVW�D�ELW�ZLGHU�ZKHQ�

RQH�FRQVLGHUV�SULPDU\�FRPSOHWLRQ�UDWH�RI�PDOHV�DQG�IHPDOHV�LQ�3HUX��DW�����DQG������UHVSHFWLYHO\�

�%DQN��������'HVSLWH�WKHVH�JDSV��WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�JLUOV�ZKR�DUH�RXW�RI�VFKRRO�LV�RQO\�����WKH�FXW�RII�

value for the gender gap. Therefore, after assessing these proxy variables, I have concluded that the 

educational gender gap in Peru exists, but is minimal to moderate in size. 

3DWULDUFK\�9DULDEOH

Peru maintains the lowest Gender Inequality Index of all the cases in this study at a score of 

�������ZKLFK�,�FRQVLGHU�FORVH�WR�WKH�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI������D�PRGHUDWHO\�ORZ�OHYHO��81'3��������$OO�RI�

WKH�VFRUHV�LQ�WKH�UHVW�/DWLQ�$PHULFD�KRYHUHG�DW�WKLV�PRGHUDWH�OHYHO�DURXQG�����DQG������7KH�ODERU�IRUFH�

SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�UDWH�RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�3HUX�LV�D�VWDJJHULQJ������ZKLFK�LV�����KLJKHU�WKDQ�0H[LFR¶V�ORZ�OHYHO�

ZKHUH�MXVW�����RI�ZRPHQ�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�ZRUNIRUFH��%DQN�������

7KH�:RUOG�9DOXHV�6XUYH\�GDWD�H[SRVHG�VRPH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WUHQGV�LQ�3HUX��$�PDMRULW\�RI�UHVSRQ-

dents said they would disapprove of a woman having a child outside of marriage, which indicates 

WKDW�3HUXYLDQ�VRFLHW\�GLVDSSURYHV�RI�ZRPHQ�WDNLQJ�RQ�QRQ�WUDGLWLRQDO�JHQGHU�UROHV��5RPHUR��������

$�PDMRULW\�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�DJUHHG�WKDW�EHLQJ�D�KRXVHZLIH�ZDV�MXVW�DV�VDWLVI\LQJ�DV�KDYLQJ�D�MRE��ZKLFK�

FRXOG�WUDQVODWH�LQWR�D�ODFN�RI�VRFLHWDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�JLUOV¶�HGXFDWLRQ��5RPHUR��������$�PDMRULW\�RI�

UHVSRQGHQWV�GLVDJUHHG�RU�VWURQJO\�GLVDJUHHG�ZLWK�WKH�VWDWHPHQWV�³LQ�JHQHUDO��PHQ�DUH�EHWWHU�SROLWLFDO�

OHDGHUV�WKDQ�ZRPHQ´�DV�ZHOO�DV�³LQ�JHQHUDO��PHQ�DUH�EHWWHU�EXVLQHVV�H[HFXWLYHV�WKDQ�ZRPHQ´�ZKLFK�

LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�3HUXYLDQ�VRFLHW\�YLHZV�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�DV�KDYLQJ�HTXDO�OHDGHUVKLS�SRWHQWLDO��5RPHUR�

�������)LQDOO\��D�ODUJH�PDMRULW\�RI�3HUXYLDQV�WKRXJKW�WKDW�D�XQLYHUVLW\�HGXFDWLRQ�ZDV�MXVW�DV�LPSRU-

WDQW�IRU�PHQ�DV�LW�ZDV�ZRPHQ��5RPHUR��������%DVHG�RQ�WKHVH�SUR[\�YDULDEOHV��,�DUJXH�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�

moderately low level of patriarchy in Peru.

*RYHUQPHQW�)LQDQFLDO�,QYHVWPHQW�9DULDEOH�

The Peruvian government invests very little in the education of its children when compared 

WR�0H[LFR��7KH�DPRXQW�WKH�3HUXYLDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�VSHQGV�RQ�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�����RI�WRWDO�H[SHQGLWXUH��

ZKLFK�LV�QRW�ZLWKLQ����RI�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�EHQFKPDUN�RI������ZKLFK�,�WKHUHIRUH�FRQVLGHU�WR�EH�ORZ�

�81(6&2��������7KLV�WUDQVODWHV�LQWR�MXVW������RI�3HUX¶V�*'3��81(6&2��������7KH�SHU�VWXGHQW�

DPRXQW�WKDW�LV�VSHQW�HTXDWHV�WR�MXVW����RI�*'3�SHU�FDSLWD��KDOI�RI�ZKDW�0H[LFR�VSHQGV�SHU�VWXGHQW�

�%DQN��������&RQVLGHULQJ�DOO�RI�WKHVH�IDFWRUV�WRJHWKHU��,�KDYH�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�WKH�3HUXYLDQ�JRYHUQ-

PHQW¶V�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�WR�EH�ORZ�
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Family Variable

As described in the literature review, the composition of the family and education of the mother 

SOD\�VLJQL¿FDQW�UROHV�LQ�SUHGLFWLQJ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�OHYHO�RI�D�GDXJKWHU��7KH�DGXOW�IHPDOH�OLWHUDF\�UDWH�

LV������ZKLFK�LV�FORVH�WR�WKH�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI������ZKLFK�,�ZLOO�FRQVLGHU�PRGHUDWHO\�KLJK��81,&()�

������������7KH�DGMXVWHG�QDWLRQDO�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH�LQ�3HUX�LV�DW�D�UDWH�RI�������FKLOGUHQ�SHU�PRWKHU��

ZKLFK�LV�MXVW�XQGHU�WKH�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI�WKUHH�FKLOGUHQ��%DQN��������)LQDOO\��WKH�DGROHVFHQW�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH�

RI�JLUOV�DJHG�������LV����ELUWKV�SHU�������ZKLFK�LV����ELUWKV�OHVV�WKDQ�0H[LFR��%DQN��������7KHVH�SUR[\�

YDULDEOHV�OHDG�PH�WR�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�WKH�IDPLO\�YDULDEOH�LQ�3HUX�KDV�D�PRGHUDWHO\�SRVLWLYH�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�

the gender gap.

Structural Variable

3HUX�KDV�D�KLJK�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�WKDW�LGHQWL¿HV�DV�LQGLJHQRXV�DW������ZKLFK�LV�����

KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI������,QWHUQDWLRQDO��������7KH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�WKDW�OLYHV�

LQ�D�UXUDO�DUHD�LV�D�PRGHUDWHO\�ORZ������EXW�LV����KLJKHU�WKDQ�LQ�0H[LFR��%DQN��������7KH�KHDGFRXQW�

UDWLR�RI�WKRVH�WKDW�OLYH�LQ�SRYHUW\�LQ�D�UXUDO�DUHD�LV������QRW�WRR�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�0H[LFR¶V������%DQN�

�������7KH�WRWDO�SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�OLYLQJ�EHORZ�WKH�SRYHUW\�OLQH�LV��������WKH�ORZHVW�SHUFHQW-

DJH�RI�DOO�IRXU�FDVHV��&,$��������%DVHG�RQ�WKHVH�SUR[\�YDULDEOHV�IRU�WKH�VWUXFWXUDO�IDFWRUV��,�FRQFOXGH�

that this variable has a minimal to moderate effect on the educational gender gap.

Case Study: Belize

The small Central American country of Belize has not been as successful as Mexico and Peru in 

closing the educational gender gap. The primary school net attendance rate is equal between males 

DQG�IHPDOHV�DW������81,&()�������������7KHUH�LV�D�VPDOO�JDS�LQ�OLWHUDF\�UDWH������IRU�PDOHV�DQG�

����IRU�IHPDOHV��81,&()�������������7KH�JDS�JURZV�ZKHQ�PHDVXULQJ�SHUVLVWHQFH�XQWLO�JUDGH����

ZKLFK�LV�����IRU�IHPDOHV�DQG�����IRU�PDOHV�LQ�%HOL]H��%DQN��������7KH�JDS�LQ�SULPDU\�VFKRRO�FRPSOH-

WLRQ�UDWH�LV�WKH�ODUJHVW�RI�DOO�WKH�FDVHV��ZLWK�RQO\�����IRU�IHPDOHV�DQG������IRU�PDOHV��D�JDS�RI������

ZKLFK�LV�IDU�ODUJHU�WKDQ�WKH�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI�D����GLIIHUHQFH��%DQN��������,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�

JLUOV�ZKR�DUH�RXW�RI�VFKRRO�LV�����WKH�ODUJHVW�SHUFHQWDJH�LQ�DOO�RI�WKH�FDVHV��81(6&2��������,Q�ZHLJK-

LQJ�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQW�JHQGHU�JDSV�ZLWK�WKH�HTXDO�DWWHQGDQFH�UDWLR��,�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�%HOL]H�KDV�D�PRGHU-

ately large gender gap.

3DWULDUFK\�9DULDEOH

The culture of patriarchy still remains dominant in Belize. The Gender Inequality Index for Be-

OL]H�LV�PRGHUDWHO\�KLJK�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�FDVHV�DW�DQ�LQGH[�RI��������DQG�LV�FORVH�WR�WKH�FXW�

RII�YDOXH�RI������81'3��������7KH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�WKH�ODERU�IRUFH�LQ�%HOL]H�LV�D�VPDOO�PDMRULW\�

DW������%DQN��������$V�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�WKH�UHVHDUFK�GHVLJQ��WKH�:RUOG�9DOXHV�6XUYH\�GLG�QRW�LQWHUYLHZ�

FLWL]HQV�LQ�%HOL]H�LQ�WKH�����������ZDYH�RI�LQWHUYLHZV��6LQFH�WKHUH�LV�QRW�DV�PXFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�

patriarchal variable for Belize, my conclusion for this variable can only be considered moderate, and 

not strong in either direction. 
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*RYHUQPHQW�)LQDQFLDO�,QYHVWPHQW�9DULDEOH

�&RPSDUHG�WR�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV��WKH�%HOL]HDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�KDV�PDGH�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQYHVWPHQWV�LQ�

HGXFDWLRQ��7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�RI�%HOL]H�VSHQGV�������RI�LWV�WRWDO�JRYHUQPHQW�H[SHQGLWXUH�RQ�HGXFDWLRQ��

ZKLFK�LV�ZLWKLQ����RI�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�EHQFKPDUN�RI������81(6&2��������7KLV�¿JXUH�WUDQVODWHV�

LQWR������RI�*'3��WKH�KLJKHVW�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�*'3�VSHQW�RQ�HGXFDWLRQ�DFURVV�DOO�IRXU�RI�WKHVH�FDVHV�DQG�

LV�ULJKW�RQ�WDUJHW�ZLWK�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�EHQFKPDUN�RI�����81(6&2��������,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�%HOL]HDQ�

government’s per-student expenditure as a percent of GDP per capita is also the highest of all the 

FDVHV��DW������%DQN��������$OO�RI�WKHVH�YDULDEOHV�FXOPLQDWH�LQWR�D�KLJK�OHYHO�RI�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�

investment in Belize.

Family Variable

As mentioned in the literature review, family variables can have a negative impact on the deci-

VLRQ�WR�VHQG�JLUOV�WR�VFKRRO��7KH�OLWHUDF\�UDWH�RI�DGXOW�IHPDOHV�LQ�%HOL]H�LV�D�ORZ������D�GLIIHUHQFH�RI�

����IURP�WKH�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI������81,&()�������������7KLV�LV�WKH�ORZHVW�UDWH�RI�WKH�IRXU�FRXQWULHV��

DQG�QHJDWLYHO\�DIIHFWV�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS��7KH�DGMXVWHG�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH�RI�ZRPHQ�LQ�%HOL]H�LV�D�

PRGHUDWH�������FKLOGUHQ�SHU�ZRPDQ��MXVW�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI�WKUHH�FKLOGUHQ��%DQN��������

7KH�DGROHVFHQW�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH�RI�%HOL]HDQ�JLUOV�DJHG�������LV����ELUWKV�SHU����������ELUWKV�OHVV�WKDQ�3HUX�

�%DQN��������$IWHU�ZHLJKLQJ�WKHVH�SUR[\�YDULDEOHV�IRU�IDPLO\�LQÀXHQFH��,�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�IDPLO\�IDFWRUV�

KDYH�D�QHJDWLYH�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS�

Structural Variable

The structural variable in Belize has a low impact on the educational gender gap. Belize has 

WKH�ORZHVW�LQGLJHQRXV�SRSXODWLRQ�RI�DQ\�FRXQWU\�LQ�WKLV�VWXG\��DW�RQO\�����RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ��D�����

GLIIHUHQFH�ZKHQ�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI������,QWHUQDWLRQDO��������+RZHYHU��%HOL]H�KDV�WKH�

VHFRQG�KLJKHVW�UXUDO�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�VWXG\�DW������ZKLFK�LV�����KLJKHU�WKDQ�3HUX��%DQN��������7KH�

KHDGFRXQW�UDWLR�RI�UXUDO�SHRSOH�LQ�SRYHUW\�LV������LQGLFDWLQJ�WKDW�SRRU�SHRSOH�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�UXUDO�DUHDV�

DUH�WKH�PLQRULW\��%DQN��������7KH�WRWDO�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�WKDW�OLYHV�EHORZ�WKH�SRYHUW\�OLQH�

LV������D�ORZ�¿JXUH�FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�RWKHU�FDVHV��&,$��������2YHUDOO��WKH�VWUXFWXUDO�YDULDEOH�KDV�D�ORZ�

impact on the educational gender gap.

 

Case Study: Guatemala

*XDWHPDOD��D�FRXQWU\�WKDW�LV�VWLOO�UHHOLQJ�IURP�D�EUXWDO�FLYLO�ZDU�WKDW�ODVWHG����\HDUV��LV�VWUXJJOLQJ�

to educate its children equally. The educational gender gap in Guatemala is present in every proxy 

YDULDEOH��7KH�QHW�DWWHQGDQFH�UDWLR�RI�*XDWHPDODQ�PDOHV�LV�������ZKLOH�WKH�QHW�DWWHQGDQFH�UDWLR�IRU�

IHPDOHV�LV��������81,&()�������������7KH�JDS�LQ�\RXWK�OLWHUDF\�UDWH�LV�����IRU�PDOHV�DQG�����IRU�

IHPDOHV��D�JDS�RI�����81,&()�������������3ULPDU\�VFKRRO�FRPSOHWLRQ�UDWH�KDV�WKH�ODUJHVW�JHQGHU�

JDS��ZLWK�����RI�IHPDOHV�DQG�����RI�PDOHV�FRPSOHWLQJ�SULPDU\�VFKRRO��D�JDS�RI�����%DQN��������7KH�

VPDOOHVW�JDS�LV�LQ�WKH�SHUVLVWHQFH�WR�¿IWK�JUDGH��LQ�ZKLFK�����RI�IHPDOHV�DQG�����RI�PDOHV�FRQWLQXH�

RQ�WR�¿IWK�JUDGH��%DQN��������7KH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�JLUOV�WKDW�DUH�RXW�RI�VFKRRO�LV�����ZKLFK�LV�ORZHU�WKDQ�

%HOL]H��DW�����EXW�LV�VWLOO�KLJKHU�WKDQ�3HUX�DQG�0H[LFR��81(6&2��������&RPSDUHG�ZLWK�D�FXW�RII�GLI-

IHUHQFH�RI�����DOO�RI�WKHVH�YDULDEOHV�FDQ�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�KDYH�D�ODUJH�GLIIHUHQFH�LQ�YDOXHV��
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Due to the extent of the gaps in all of the proxy variables, I contend that there is a large educational 

gender gap in Guatemala. 

3DWULDUFK\�9DULDEOH

Not only does Guatemala have the largest educational gender gap, but Guatemalan society is also 

highly patriarchal. The gender inequality index in Guatemala is the highest of all four of the cases in 

WKLV�VWXG\��DW�DQ�LQGH[�RI��������FRQVLGHUDEO\�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI������81'3��������7KH�

ODERU�IRUFH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�UDWH�LV��������ZKLFK�LV�WKH�ORZHVW�RI�DOO�WKH�FDVHV�LQ�WKLV�VWXG\��D�VWDJJHULQJ�

������EHORZ�WKH�UDWH�RI�%HOL]H��%DQN��������

The World Values Survey exhibits further the extent of gender inequality in Guatemala. It was 

a bit ambiguous as to whether or not Guatemalans approved the question of whether the respondent 

DSSURYHV�RI�D�ZRPDQ�KDYLQJ�D�FKLOG�RXWVLGH�RI�D�PDUULDJH��DV�������DSSURYHG�DQG�������GLVDSSURYHG�

�6XUYH\��������$�PDMRULW\�DJUHHG�ZLWK�WKDW�VWDWHPHQW�WKDW�LW�LV�MXVW�DV�VDWLVI\LQJ�EHLQJ�D�KRXVHZLIH�

DV�KDYLQJ�D�FDUHHU��6XUYH\��������$GGLWLRQDOO\��D�PDMRULW\�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�GLVDJUHHG�ZLWK�WKH�VWDWH-

PHQWV�³LQ�JHQHUDO��PHQ�DUH�EHWWHU�SROLWLFDO�OHDGHUV�WKDQ�ZRPHQ´�DV�ZHOO�DV�³LQ�JHQHUDO��PHQ�DUH�EHWWHU�

business executives than women” which indicates that Guatemalan society views men and women 

DV�KDYLQJ�HTXDO�OHDGHUVKLS�SRWHQWLDO��6XUYH\��������)LQDOO\��D�ODUJH�PDMRULW\�GLVDJUHHG�RU�VWURQJO\�

GLVDJUHHG�ZLWK�WKH�VWDWHPHQW�WKDW�³D�XQLYHUVLW\�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�PHQ�WKDQ�IRU�ZRPHQ�

�6XUYH\��������3XWWLQJ�DOO�RI�WKHVH�SUR[\�YDULDEOHV�WRJHWKHU��,�FRQWHQG�WKDW�WKH�SDWULDUFK\�YDULDEOH�LQ�

Guatemala is at a moderately high level. 

*RYHUQPHQW�)LQDQFLDO�,QYHVWPHQW�9DULDEOH

&RPSDUHG�WR�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKLV�VWXG\��WKH�*XDWHPDODQ�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�

in education is quite low. The total amount the Guatemalan government spends on education, as a 

SHUFHQWDJH�RI�WKH�WRWDO�IHGHUDO�EXGJHW��LV�MXVW��������������RII�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�EHQFKPDUN�RI�����

�81(6&2��������7KLV�¿JXUH�WUDQVODWHV�LQWR�MXVW������RI�*'3�������RII�ZKHUH�WUDQVODWHG�LQWHUQD-

WLRQDO�EHQFKPDUN�IRU�*'3��81(6&2��������7KH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�*'3�SHU�FDSLWD�WKDW�LV�DOORFDWHG�WR�

SHU�VWXGHQW�H[SHQGLWXUH�LQ�*XDWHPDOD�LV������KDOI�WKH�SHU�VWXGHQW�H[SHQGLWXUH�VSHQW�LQ�%HOL]H��%DQN�

�������$IWHU�DQDO\]LQJ�DOO�RI�WKHVH�SUR[\�YDULDEOHV��,�KDYH�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�*XDWHPDOD�KDV�D�ORZ�OHYHO�RI�

JRYHUQPHQW�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�

Family Variable

The family variables in Guatemala have had negative effects on the educational gender gap. The 

adult female literacy rate, which indicates the level of education the mother receives, is a moderate 

����LQ�*XDWHPDOD��FORVH�WR�WKH�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI������81,&()�������������7KH�DGMXVWHG�QDWLRQDO�

IHUWLOLW\�UDWH�LV�WKH�KLJKHVW�RI�DOO�WKH�FDVHV�LQ�WKLV�VWXG\��DW�������FKLOGUHQ�SHU�ZRPDQ��PXFK�KLJKHU�

WKDQ�WKH�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI�WKUHH�FKLOGUHQ��%DQN��������7KH�DGROHVFHQW�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH�RI�JLUOV�DJHG�������LV�

WKH�KLJKHVW�RI�DOO�IRXU�FDVHV�DV�ZHOO��DW�����SHU������ELUWKV��%DQN��������&RQVLGHULQJ�WKDW�DOO�RI�WKHVH�

values are quite high compared to the other cases in this study, I argue that the family variable in 

Guatemala has a negative impact on the educational gender gap.
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Structural Variable

6WUXFWXUDO�IDFWRUV�LQ�*XDWHPDODQ�VRFLHW\�KDYH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS��

*XDWHPDOD�KDV�WKH�KLJKHVW�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�LQGLJHQRXV�SHRSOHV�RI�DOO�WKH�FDVHV�DW�����RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ��

����KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�FXW�RII�YDOXH�RI������7KH�SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�WKDW�OLYHV�LQ�D�UXUDO�VHWWLQJ�

LV�RYHU�KDOI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ��DW������2I�WKRVH�ZKR�OLYH�LQ�D�UXUDO�DUHD��WKH�KHDGFRXQW�UDWLR�WKDW�OLYHV�LQ�

SRYHUW\�LV������WKH�ODUJHVW�RI�DOO�IRXU�FDVHV��7KH�RYHUDOO�SRYHUW\�UDWH�LQ�*XDWHPDOD�LV�DOVR�WKH�KLJKHVW��

DW�������RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ��LQGLFDWLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�KDOI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�OLYHV�LQ�SRYHUW\��7DNLQJ�DOO�RI�

WKHVH�SUR[\�YDULDEOHV�LQWR�DFFRXQW��,�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�WKH�VWUXFWXUDO�YDULDEOH�KDV�D�ODUJH�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�WKH�

educational gender gap in Guatemala.

Data Analysis

Mill’s Indirect Method of Difference

The analysis that follows uses Mill’s Indirect Method of Difference to analyze which factor is the 

PRVW�LQÀXHQWLDO�FDXVH�LQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS��7KLV�PHWKRGRORJ\�XVHV�D�SDLUHG�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�

FDVHV�WKDW�KDYH�VLPLODU�RXWFRPHV�WR�VHH�ZKLFK�LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOHV�DUH�WKH�PRVW�LQÀXHQWLDO�RQ�WKH�

educational gender gap. The countries have been paired by size of the educational gender gaps, where 

both Mexico and Peru have minimally sized educational gender gaps while Guatemala and Belize 

ERWK�KDYH�VL]HDEOH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDSV��%\�FRPSDULQJ�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�WKH�LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOHV�

LQ�WKLV�PDQQHU��ZH�FDQ�PRUH�HDVLO\�LQGHQWLI\�ZKLFK�YDULDEOH�KDV�D�GLUHFW�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�

educational gender gap. 

3DWULDUFK\�9DULDEOH�$FURVV�&DVHV

In both Mexico and Peru, countries in which the educational gender gap is closed, patriarchy 

was at a moderate level. In contrast, both Guatemala and Belize, countries in which the educational 

gender gap persists, have high levels of patriarchy. Given that the two country clusters have the same 

level of patriarchy between cases, Mill’s Indirect Method of Difference allows me to conclude that 

SDWULDUFK\�LV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�YDULDEOH��EHFDXVH�WKH�FDVHV�FRYDULDWH�WRJHWKHU��

*RYHUQPHQW�)LQDQFLDO�,QYHVWPHQW�$FURVV�&DVHV��

7KH�OHYHO�RI�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�0H[LFR�LV�KLJK��ZKLOH�LQ�3HUX�LW�LV�TXLWH�ORZ��,Q�

Belize, the government invests more in education that any of the other cases while Guatemala invests 

WKH�VPDOOHVW�DPRXQW�RI�DOO�WKH�FDVHV��,I�WKHVH�YDULDEOHV�ZHUH�WR�EH�VLJQL¿FDQW��WKHQ�ERWK�*XDWHPDOD�DQG�

%HOL]H�VKRXOG�KDYH�ORZ�OHYHOV�RI�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�DQG�ERWK�3HUX�DQG�0H[LFR�ZRXOG�

have high levels. Since this is not what seems to have happened with the data, I conclude that govern-

PHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LV�QRW�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQGLFDWRU�RI�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS�

Family Variables Across the Cases

In the cases of Mexico and Belize, both countries have strong, positive family variables. On the 

RWKHU�KDQG��*XDWHPDOD�DQG�%HOL]H�ERWK�KDYH�VWURQJ��QHJDWLYH�IDPLO\�LQÀXHQFH�YDULDEOHV��,W�LV�FOHDU�WKDW�

the countries with closed gender gaps have positive family variables and the countries with 
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persistent educational gender gaps have negative family variables. Using Mill’s Indirect Method of 

'LIIHUHQFH��,�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�IDPLO\�YDULDEOHV�KDYH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS��

Structural Variables Across the Cases

The structural variables in both Mexico and Peru have moderate effects on the educational 

JHQGHU�JDS��:KLOH�WKLV�FRXOG�FRPH�WR�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�FRQFOXVLRQ��WKLV�LV�QRW�WKH�FDVH�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�FRXQWU\�

cluster. Guatemala has a high structural variable, but Belize has a low structural variable. Due to this 

difference, I cannot conclude that this variable has an effect on the educational gender gap. Therefore, 

,�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�VWUXFWXUDO�YDULDEOHV�DUH�LQVLJQL¿FDQW�YDULDEOHV�

Figure 1: Mill’s Indirect Method of Difference Data Visualization

     Patriarchy Government  Family  Structural

    Mexico     Moderate        High           Positive   Moderate

    Peru     Moderate        Low   Positive   Moderate

 Patriarchy  Government  Family  Structural

Guatemala     High        Low                Negative         High

    Belize  Moderately High       High   Negative          Low

The above visualization illustrates how Mill’s Indirect Method of Difference concludes which 

YDULDEOHV�DUH�VLJQL¿FDQW�DQG�ZKLFK�YDULDEOHV�DUH�LQVLJQL¿FDQW�

Analysis of the Hypotheses

$IWHU�DQDO\]LQJ�WKH�FDVH�VWXGLHV�DQG�XVLQJ�0LOO¶V�,QGLUHFW�0HWKRG�RI�'LIIHUHQFH�WR�¿QG�WKH�PRVW�

VLJQL¿FDQW�FDXVDWLRQDO�YDULDEOHV��,�DQDO\]HG�P\�¿QGLQJV�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�K\SRWKHVHV�RXWOLQHG�LQ�

my research design. 

+\SRWKHVLV����$V�WKH�*HQGHU�,QHTXDOLW\�,QGH[�LQFUHDVHV��WKH�JHQGHU�JDS�LQFUHDVHV�

 Peru  Mexico  Belize  Guatemala

 0.415   0.448  0.493      0.542

The ends of either side of the spectrum indicate that when the Gender Inequality Index in-

FUHDVHV��WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�JHQGHU�JDS�DOVR�LQFUHDVHV��7KHUHIRUH��WKLV�K\SRWKHVLV�IDLOHG�WR�EH�UHMHFWHG�DQG�,�

FDQ�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�WKLV�FRYDULDWLRQ�H[LVWV�DQG�JHQGHU�LQHTXDOLW\�LV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�YDULDEOH�

+\SRWKHVLV����$V�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LQFUHDVHV��JHQGHU�JDS�GHFUHDVHV�

 Belize  Mexico  Guatemala        Peru 

 

  High    High      Low   Low
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,I�WKLV�K\SRWKHVLV�ZHUH�WR�EH�WUXH��%HOL]H�VKRXOG�KDYH�KDG�D�ORZ�OHYHO�RI�JRYHUQPHQW�¿QDQFLDO�

investment and Peru would have a high level of investment. This is not the case. Therefore, the gov-

HUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�YDULDEOH�KDV�EHHQ�UHMHFWHG��DQG�,�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�WKLV�FRYDULDWLRQ�GRHV�

QRW�H[LVW�DQG�WKH�YDULDEOH�LV�LQVLJQL¿FDQW�LQ�FDXVLQJ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS�

+\SRWKHVLV����$V�DGMXVWHG�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH�LQFUHDVHV��JHQGHU�JDS�LQFUHDVHV�

 Mexico  Peru   Belize  Guatemala

   2.095  2.986    3.135       4.875

$V�WKH�DGMXVWHG�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH�LQFUHDVHV�DFURVV�WKH�FDVHV��WKHUH�LV�DQ�H[DFW�FRUUHODWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�VL]H�

RI�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS��7KHUHIRUH��,�KDYH�IDLOHG�WR�UHMHFW�WKLV�K\SRWKHVLV�DQG�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�WKLV�

FRYDULDWLRQ�GRHV�H[LVW�DQG�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH�LV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�YDULDEOH�

+\SRWKHVLV����$V�DGXOW�IHPDOH�OLWHUDF\�UDWH�LQFUHDVHV��JHQGHU�JDS�GHFUHDVHV�

 Mexico  Peru   Guatemala  Belize

   97%   89%         87%    70%

$V�LV�HYLGHQW�LQ�WKH�¿JXUH�DERYH��DV�WKH�DGXOW�IHPDOH�OLWHUDF\�UDWH�LQFUHDVHV��WKH�JHQGHU�JDS�

decreases. When moving along the spectrum, the highest literacy rate corresponds to a small educa-

tional gender gap and a low literacy rate corresponds to the largest educational gender gap. Therefore, 

,�IDLO�WR�UHMHFW�WKLV�K\SRWKHVLV�DQG�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�FRYDULDWLRQ�GRHV�H[LVW�DQG�DGXOW�IHPDOH�OLWHUDF\�UDWH�LV�

D�VLJQL¿FDQW�YDULDEOH�

+\SRWKHVLV����$V�WKH�LQGLJHQRXV�SRSXODWLRQ�LQFUHDVHV�DFURVV�FDVHV��WKH�JHQGHU�JDS�LQFUHDVHV�

 Belize  Mexico  Peru  Guatemala

   10%     13%   45%         55%

If this hypothesis were to be true, Peru should have a low indigenous population and Belize 

VKRXOG�KDYH�D�KLJK�LQGLJHQRXV�SRSXODWLRQ��+RZHYHU��WKLV�LV�QRW�WKH�FDVH��7KHUHIRUH��ZH�UHMHFW�WKH�

hypothesis and conclude that covariation does not exist and that indigenous population is not a sig-

QL¿FDQW�LQGLFDWRU�

Results

%\�XVLQJ�0LOO¶V�,QGLUHFW�0HWKRG�RI�'LIIHUHQFH��,�GLVFRYHUHG�ZKLFK�YDULDEOHV�ZHUH�VLJQL¿FDQW�DQG�

ZKLFK�ZHUH�LQVLJQL¿FDQW�LQ�FDXVLQJ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS��7KH�¿UVW�YDULDEOH�,�IRXQG�WR�EH�VLJ-

QL¿FDQW�LV�SDWULDUFKDO�VRFLHW\�VWUXFWXUH��7KLV�UHVXOW�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�PRUH�SDWULDUFKDO�WKH�VRFLHW\��WKH�

ODUJHU�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS��7KH�VHFRQG�YDULDEOH�,�IRXQG�WR�EH�VLJQL¿FDQW�LV�IDPLO\�IDFWRUV��+LJK�

education level of the mother leads to a smaller family size and the family is therefore more likely to 

send their daughters to school. 

,Q�FRQFOXGLQJ�ZKLFK�YDULDEOHV�ZHUH�VLJQL¿FDQW��,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�GLVFRYHU�ZKLFK�YDULDEOHV�ZHUH�LQVLJ-

QL¿FDQW��,�IRXQG�WKDW�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�GLG�QRW�KDYH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�HIIHFW
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RQ�WKH�¿QDO�RXWFRPH�RI�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS�VL]H��7KLV�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW��HYHQ�WKRXJK�D�FRXQWU\�

may have a large percentage of their budget designated towards education, this does not necessar-

ily translate into a smaller educational gender gap. In addition, I found the structural variable to be 

LQVLJQL¿FDQW�LQ�FDXVLQJ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS��7KLV�UHVXOW�LPSOLHV�WKDW�IDFWRUV�OLNH�SUHVHQFH�RI�D�

large indigenous population does not translate into a large educational gender gap.

Conclusion

As a result of this study, I found patriarchal societal structure and family factors have the larg-

est causational effects on the size of the educational gender gap. The data showed increases in adult 

IHPDOH�OLWHUDF\�UDWH��DQG�GHFUHDVHV�LQ�WKH�*HQGHU�,QHTXDOLW\�LQGH[�DQG�DGMXVWHG�IHUWLOLW\�UDWH��OHDG�WR�D�

GHFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��,�IRXQG�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVW-

ment in education and structural factors do not have a strong causational effect on the size of the 

educational gender gap. In the case of these two variables, the data did not covariate together, which 

LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�YDULDEOHV�DUH�QRW�VLJQL¿FDQW�LQ�HIIHFWLQJ�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS��

These results surprised me, because they directly contradicted my hypotheses and assumptions. 

7KH�PRVW�VXUSULVLQJ�UHVXOWV��LQ�SDUWLFXODU��ZHUH�WKDW�WKH�LQVLJQL¿FDQW�YDULDEOHV�KDG�PDQ\�SROLF\�

LPSOLFDWLRQV��)LUVW��WKH�GDWD�VKRZHG�WKH�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�YDULDEOH�ZDV�LQVLJQL¿FDQW��

which is contrary to the consensus of the international development community. As discussed in the 

introduction, for years international conferences on education have concluded that the best way to 

FRPEDW�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS�LV�WKURXJK�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQ�

VHFWRU��7KH�¿QGLQJV�RI�WKLV�VWXG\�GLUHFWO\�FRQWUDGLFW�WKLV�FRQFOXVLRQ��DQG�DUJXH�WKDW�PRUH�JRYHUQPHQW�

¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ�GRHV�QRW�OHDG�WR�D�UHGXFHG�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS��7KLV�FRQFOXVLRQ�

LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�ZD\�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�FRPPXQLW\�LQWHQGV�WR�¿[�WKH�JHQGHU�JDS�ZRXOG�GR�OLWWOH�WR�

actually bring about educational equality. 

While structural factors, such as percentage of rural and indigenous populations, did not have 

D�VLJQL¿FDQW�HIIHFW�RQ�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS�RYHUDOO��WKHVH�SUR[\�YDULDEOHV�KDYH�SDUWLFXODU�UHO-

HYDQFH�LQ�*XDWHPDOD��,Q�*XDWHPDOD����LQ���LQGLJHQRXV�JLUOV�GR�QRW�DWWHQG�VFKRRO��)RXQGDWLRQ��������

6LQFH�WKLV�¿JXUH�LV�VR�KLJK�LQ�*XDWHPDOD��,�ZDV�VXUSULVHG�WR�VHH�WKDW�WKLV�YDULDEOH�ZDV�QRW�VLJQL¿FDQW�

across the four cases. In addition, the literature review extensively discussed the many barriers that 

indigenous women face as well as the impact of lack of access to schools for those in rural populations, 

EXW�WKHVH�YDULDEOHV�GLG�QRW�VHHP�VLJQL¿FDQW�DFURVV�FDVHV��

$�PDMRU�ÀDZ�LQ�P\�UHVHDUFK�ZDV�WKH�LQFOXVLRQ�RI�WKH�:RUOG�9DOXHV�6XUYH\�GDWD�DQG�WKH�PLVVLQJ�

values for Belize. At the time this paper was written, the 2010-2012 wave had not been published, and 

therefore the results from that wave of interviews could not have been used. In addition to missing 

YDOXHV��WKH�FRQFOXVLRQV�PDGH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�GDWD�DUH�VXEMHFWLYH�DQG�PDQ\�DVVXPSWLRQV�ZHUH�PDGH�LQ�

LQFOXGLQJ�WKLV�LQ�WKH�UHVHDUFK��,Q�VRPH�FDVHV�WKH�SHUFHQWDJHV�ZHUH�VR�FORVH�LW�ZDV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�JDXJH�WKH�

general consensus of the country. 

From a statistical standpoint, the idea of proving causation of a phenomenon with such little 

data is troubling, and would argue the conclusions made here are weak. A statistician would argue 

true causation can only be found in a multiple linear regression model of aggregated world data, in 

RUGHU�WR�VHH�ZKLFK�RI�WKH�UHJUHVVLRQ�FRHI¿FLHQWV�LV�WKH�ODUJHVW�DQG�ZKLFK�KDV�WKH�PRVW�VLJQL¿FDQW
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correlation. For the purpose of this study, the sample size was too small and dependent variable was 

inherently categorical, which does not satisfy the normality assumptions necessary for using a regres-

sion model.

)XWXUH�UHVHDUFK�VKRXOG�XVH�WKH�VXJJHVWHG�PXOWLSOH�OLQHDU�UHJUHVVLRQ�PRGHO�WR�¿QG�WKH�H[DFW�

causal mechanisms of size of the educational gender gap. Additionally, future research should inves-

tigate how indigenous girls are marginalized from the educational system, which further perpetuates 

the educational gender gap. A theory that could be focused on in the future is the possible impact of 

teacher quality on whether girls attend school. Finally, future research could focus on how education 

VHFWRU�VSHFL¿F�GRQRU�DLG�HLWKHU�UHGXFHV�RU�SHUSHWXDWHV�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�JHQGHU�JDS��

Going forward, the goal of governments should be to reduce patriarchy and make family factors 

KDYH�D�PRUH�SRVLWLYH�LQÀXHQFH��*RYHUQPHQWV�FRXOG�LPSOHPHQW�VXFK�SURMHFWV�E\�VWDUWLQJ�D�JUDVVURRWV�

movement to reduce patriarchy and increasing the adult female literacy rate through adult education 

SURJUDPV��)LQDOO\��DOWKRXJK�,�IRXQG�WKH�VWUXFWXUDO�YDULDEOH�WR�EH�LQVLJQL¿FDQW�DFURVV�WKHVH�IRXU�FDVHV��

governments should work to reduce both institutional and societal discrimination against indigenous 

women to help reduce the educational gender gap. Overall, governments and international organiza-

WLRQV�VKRXOG�UHGXFH�WKH�IRFXV�RQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�JRYHUQPHQWDO�¿QDQFLDO�LQYHVWPHQW�DV�WKH�DQVZHU�WR�FORV-

ing the educational gender gap and begin programs to increase the societal value of girl’s education.
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Appendix: Data Tables

Mexico

Tables of all of the variables 

Case Studies: Mexico

Dependent Variable: Size of Gender Gap

Net attendance rate: male 97%

Net attendance rate: female 97%

Youth literacy rate: male 99%

Youth literacy rate: female 98%

Percent of girls out of school 1%

Primary completion rate, female 104%

Primary completion rate, male 104%

Persistence to Grade 5, female 95%

Persistence to Grade 5, male 95%

Patriarcy Variable

Gender Inequality Index 0.448

Labor Force Participation rate % of female pop 47%

World Values Survey See Below

Government Variable

Gov Expenditure on Education % of GDP 4.9%

% of total goverment expenditure 21.60%

Per student expenditure as % of GDP per capita 16

Family Variable

Female literacy rate 97%

Infant mortality rate 13/1000= 0.013

National fertility rate 2.1

Adjusted fertility rate 2.1-0.013= 2.096

Adolescent fertility rate of girls 15-19 [births per 

1000]

68

Structural Variable

Percent indgenous population 13%

Percent rural population 22%

Poverty headcount ration rural poverty line 61%

Poverty of population below poverty line 48%
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World Values Survey Data Tables

����,I�D�ZRPDQ�GHFLGHV�WR�KDYH�D�FKLOG�DV�D�VLQJOH�PRWKHU��DQG�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW�WR�KDYH�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�

D�PDQ��GR�\RX�DSSURYH�RU�GLVDSSURYH"

 

For each of the following phrases, would you tell me whether you strongly agree, agree, disagree or 

VWURQJO\�GLVDJUHH"

����%HLQJ�D�KRXVHZLIH�LV�MXVW�DV�VDWLVI\LQJ�DV�KDYLQJ�D�MRE�

 

61. In general, men are better political leaders than women.

 



���

62. Having a university education is more important for men than for women.

 

����,Q�JHQHUDO��PHQ�DUH�EHWWHU�EXVLQHVV�H[HFXWLYHV�WKDQ�ZRPHQ�

 

81(6&2�'DWD�7DEOH�RI�*RYHUQPHQW�6SHQGLQJ�RQ�(GXFDWLRQ
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World Values Survey Data Tables

����,I�D�ZRPDQ�GHFLGHV�WR�KDYH�D�FKLOG�DV�D�VLQJOH�PRWKHU��DQG�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW�WR�KDYH�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�

D�PDQ��GR�\RX�DSSURYH�RU�GLVDSSURYH"

 

For each of the following phrases, would you tell me whether you strongly agree, agree, disagree or 

VWURQJO\�GLVDJUHH"

����%HLQJ�D�KRXVHZLIH�LV�MXVW�DV�VDWLVI\LQJ�DV�KDYLQJ�D�MRE�

 

61. In general, men are better political leaders than women.

 



���

62. Having a university education is more important for men than for women.

 

����,Q�JHQHUDO��PHQ�DUH�EHWWHU�EXVLQHVV�H[HFXWLYHV�WKDQ�ZRPHQ�

 

81(6&2�'DWD�7DEOH�RI�*RYHUQPHQW�6SHQGLQJ�RQ�(GXFDWLRQ
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Peru

Tables of all of the Variables

Case Studies: Peru

Dependent Variable: Size of Gender Gap

Net attendance rate: male 98%

Net attendance rate: female 97%

Youth literacy rate: male 96%

Youth literacy rate: female 98%

Percent of girls out of school 3%

Primary completion rate, female 87%

Primary completion rate, male 90%

Persistence to Grade 5, female 83%

Persistence to Grade 5, male 85%

Patriarcy Variable

Gender Inequality Index 0.415

Labor Force Participation rate % of female pop 70%

World Values Survey See Below

Government Variable

Gov Expenditure on Education % of GDP 2.6%

% of total goverment expenditure 16%

Per student expenditure as % of GDP per capita 8

Family Variable

Female literacy rate 89%

Infant mortality rate 14/1000= 0.014

National fertility rate 3

Adjusted fertility rate 3-0.014= 2.986

Adolescent fertility rate of girls 15-19 [births per 

1000]

51

Structural Variable

Percent indgenous population 45%

Percent rural population 29%

Poverty headcount ration rural poverty line 60%

Poverty of population below poverty line 34.8%

Roberts
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World Values Survey Data Tables

����,I�D�ZRPDQ�GHFLGHV�WR�KDYH�D�FKLOG�DV�D�VLQJOH�PRWKHU��DQG�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW�WR�KDYH�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�

D�PDQ��GR�\RX�DSSURYH�RU�GLVDSSURYH"

 

For each of the following phrases, would you tell me whether you strongly agree, agree, disagree or 

VWURQJO\�GLVDJUHH"

����%HLQJ�D�KRXVHZLIH�LV�MXVW�DV�VDWLVI\LQJ�DV�KDYLQJ�D�MRE�

 

61. In general, men are better political leaders than women.
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62. Having a university education is more important for men than for women.

����,Q�JHQHUDO��PHQ�DUH�EHWWHU�EXVLQHVV�H[HFXWLYHV�WKDQ�ZRPHQ�

 

81(6&2�'DWD�7DEOH�RI�*RYHUQPHQW�6SHQGLQJ�RQ�(GXFDWLRQ

 



���

Belize

Tables of all the Variables

Case Studies: Belize

Dependent Variable: Size of Gender Gap

Net attendance rate: male 95%

Net attendance rate: female 95%

Youth literacy rate: male 77%

Youth literacy rate: female 76%

Percent of girls out of school 9%

Primary completion rate, female 98%

Primary completion rate, male 113%

Persistence to Grade 5, female 93%

Persistence to Grade 5, male 95%

Patriarcy Variable

Gender Inequality Index 0.493

Labor Force Participation rate % of female pop 51%

World Values Suvrey NO INFO

Government Variable

Gov Expenditure on Education % of GDP 6.1%

% of total goverment expenditure 18.7%

Per student expenditure as % of GDP per capita 20

Family Variable

Female literacy rate 70%

Infant mortality rate 15/1000= 0.015

National fertility rate 3.15

Adjusted fertility rate 3.15-0.015= 3.135

Adolescent fertility rate of girls 15-19 [births per 

1000]

76

Structural Variable

Percent indgenous population 10%

Percent rural population 47%

Poverty headcount ration rural poverty line 44%

Poverty of population below poverty line 43%

World Values Survey Data

 {Not Available}
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81(6&2�'DWD�7DEOH�RI�*RYHUQPHQW�6SHQGLQJ�RQ�(GXFDWLRQ

 

Guatemala

Tables of all the Variables

Case Studies: Guatemala

Dependent Variable: Size of Gender Gap

Net attendance rate: male 95.7

Net attendance rate: female 91.3

Youth literacy rate: male 89%

Youth literacy rate: female 84%

Percent of girls out of school 5%

Primary completion rate, female 81%

Primary completion rate, male 87%

Persistence to Grade 5, female 70%

Persistence to Grade 5, male 71%

Patriarcy Variable

Gender Inequality Index 0.542

Labor Force Participation rate % of female pop 42.5%

World Values Suvrey See below 

Government Variable

Gov Expenditure on Education % of GDP 3.2%

% of total goverment expenditure 13.02%

Per student expenditure as % of GDP per capita 10

Family Variable

Female literacy rate 87

Infant mortality rate 25/1000= 0.025

National fertility rate 4.9

Adjusted fertility rate 4.9-0.025= 4.875



���

Adolescent fertility rate of girls 15-19 [births per 

1000]

105

Structural Variable

Percent indgenous population 55%

Percent rural population 51%

Poverty headcount ration rural poverty line 71%

Poverty of population below poverty line 56.2%

World Values Survey Data Tables

����,I�D�ZRPDQ�GHFLGHV�WR�KDYH�D�FKLOG�DV�D�VLQJOH�PRWKHU��DQG�GRHV�QRW�ZDQW�WR�KDYH�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�

D�PDQ��GR�\RX�DSSURYH�RU�GLVDSSURYH"

 

For each of the following phrases, would you tell me whether you strongly agree, agree, disagree or 

VWURQJO\�GLVDJUHH"

����%HLQJ�D�KRXVHZLIH�LV�MXVW�DV�VDWLVI\LQJ�DV�KDYLQJ�D�MRE�
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61. In general, men are better political leaders than women.

62. Having a university education is more important for men than for women.

 

����,Q�JHQHUDO��PHQ�DUH�EHWWHU�EXVLQHVV�H[HFXWLYHV�WKDQ�ZRPHQ�
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 TÜRKENPROBLEMATIK” 2011: VIEWS OF GERMAN 
YOUTH TOWARDS THE TURKISH MINORITY

&ROLQ�%HQ]

Historical Context 

,Q�WKH�����V�EHFDXVH�RI�D�VWDJQDQW�HFRQRP\��WKH�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF�RI�*HUPDQ\��KHUHLQDIWHU�DV�

:HVW�*HUPDQ\��LQYLWHG�7XUNV�WR�*HUPDQ\�WR�ZRUN�DV�³JXHVW�ZRUNHUV´��/HJJH�������������7KH\�ZHUH�

WR�ZRUN�WKHUH�IRU�WZR�\HDUV�DQG�WKHQ�UHWXUQ�WR�WKHLU�KRPHODQG��EXW�PDQ\�RI�WKH�³JXHVW�ZRUNHUV´�

VWD\HG�DQG�EURXJKW�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV��,Q�������WKHUH�ZHUH�OHVV�WKDQ�������7XUNV�LQ�*HUPDQ\��'LH�=HLW��

0DUFK������������7KH�LQFUHDVH�RI�LPPLJUDQWV�LQWR�*HUPDQ\�KDV�EHHQ�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�

WHQVLRQV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�*HUPDQ�PDMRULW\�DQG�WKH�7XUNLVK�PLQRULW\��6�GGHXWVFKH�=HLWXQJ��0DUFK�����

�������7RGD\��WKHUH�DUH�DQ�HVWLPDWHG�WKUHH�PLOOLRQ�7XUNV�OLYLQJ�LQ�*HUPDQ\�DQG�LQWHJUDWLRQ��DVVLPLOD-

WLRQ�RU�GHSRUWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�7XUNV�DUH�PDMRU�WRSLFV�RI�GLVFXVVLRQ��.D\D�����������

%HIRUH�WKH�UHXQL¿FDWLRQ�LQ�������WKHUH�ZHUH�UHODWLYHO\�IHZ�7XUNV�LQ�(DVW�*HUPDQ\��7KHUH�ZDV�D�

small percentage of foreigners from other Eastern Bloc countries, including Poland and Czechoslova-

NLD��DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�FRPPXQLVW�FRXQWULHV��OLNH�0R]DPELTXH��/HJJH������������6PLWK������������2QFH�

the borders were removed, Turks and other foreigners began to move to the bigger cities in Eastern 

Germany such as Berlin, Dresden and Leipzig. But because there had already been many attacks on 

foreigners by skinheads and neo-Nazis, those of Turkish origin were not saved from discrimination by 

PLJUDWLQJ�WR�WKH�(DVW��$QG�LQGHHG��LQ�������ULJKW�ZLQJ�YLROHQFH�EURNH�RXW�LQ�+R\HUVZHUGD��6D[RQ\��LQ�

the former GDR towards guest workers. Throughout the year, there were more than 1,000 reported 

DFWV�RI�YLROHQFH�WRZDUGV�IRUHLJQHUV�LQ�IRUPHU�(DVW�*HUPDQ\��%UDXQWKDO�������������$�\HDU�ODWHU��WKUHH�

women and two children were murdered in Solingen, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern in the most infa-

mous xenophobic attack to date. But xenophobia has not only become apparent through these attacks, 

but also through the biennial ALLBUS study.  

7KH�$//%86�VWXG\��³'LH�$OOJHPHLQH�%HY|ONHUXQJVXPIUDJH�GHU�6R]LDOZLVVHQVFKDIWHQ´�RU�³*HU-

man General Social Survey” is conducted every two years to discover the population’s thoughts on a 

ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�WRSLFV���,Q������DQG�������WKH�$//%86�VKRZHG�WKDW�(DVW�*HUPDQV�IHOW�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�

PRUH�QHJDWLYH�WRZDUGV�IRUHLJQHUV�DQG�7XUNV�WKDQ�:HVW�*HUPDQV��,Q�������������RI�(DVW�*HUPDQV�

believed that it would be to some degree unpleasant to have a Turk as a neighbor. Ten years later, that 

SHUFHQWDJH�URVH�WR��������,Q�WKH������$//%86�VWXG\�DORQH��������RI�(DVW�*HUPDQV�FRPSOHWHO\�EH-

OLHYHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�³7RR�PDQ\�IRUHLJQHUV�LQ�*HUPDQ\´�DQG�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�������VRPHZKDW�DJUHHG�

that there were too many. 

In the wake of September 11th, the attacks in Madrid and London, and the failed package bomb 

%HQ]
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assassination of the German chancellor, Angela Merkel, relations between Germans and non-Ger-

mans have become more tense. Although Turkey considers itself to be European and is participating 

in EU membership negotiations, many Germans still perceive Turkey to be a Middle Eastern nation. 

In light of these attitudes, German scholarship recognizes and documents that the discussion of 

LQWHJUDWLRQ��DVVLPLODWLRQ��RU�GHSRUWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�7XUNV�KDV�EHFRPH�HYHQ�PRUH�LPSRUWDQW���6�GGHXWVFKH�

=HLWXQJ��)HEUXDU\������������$FFRUGLQJ�WR�*HUPDQ�VFKRODUV��WKHUH�LV�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�GLVOLNH�RI�7XUNLVK�

LPPLJUDQWV��'LFN��:DJQHU�DQG�=LFN������������7KLV�LV�DSSDUHQW�LQ�WKH�LQFUHDVH�RI�DQWL�IRUHLJQHU�YLR-

OHQFH�DQG�PXUGHU�LQ�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH��,Q�������WKH�QHZVSDSHU�³'HU�7DJHVVSLHJHO´�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�WKHUH�

ZHUH�����PXUGHUV�LQ�WKH�ODVW�WZR�GHFDGHV�

7KH�VR�FDOOHG�³7�UNHQSUREOHPDWLN´��3UREOHP�RI�WKH�7XUNV��KDV�EHFRPH�D�KRW�WRSLF�RI�GLVFXV-

sion in both German and Turkish politics. With the Turkey’s growth over the last decade to become 

the seventeenth largest economy in the world, Turkey has become a formidable contender on the 

LQWHUQDWLRQDO�VWDJH��,Q�������7XUNH\¶V�XOWUD�FRQVHUYDWLYH�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�5HFHS�7D\\LS�(UGR÷DQ�VSRNH�

WR�D�FURZG�LQ�&RORJQH�GHFODULQJ�WKDW�WKH�³«DVVLPLODWLRQ�RI�WKH�7XUNV�LQ�*HUPDQ\�LV�D�FULPH�DJDLQVW�

KXPDQLW\´��6�GGHXWVFKH�=HLWXQJ��)HEUXDU\������������7ZR�\HDUV�ODWHU�LQ�'�VVHOGRUI��HQFRXUDJHG�E\�

WKH�RXWVWDQGLQJ�UHVSRQVH�E\�7XUNV�WR�KLV�¿UVW�VSHHFK��(UGR÷DQ�GHPDQGHG�WKDW�WKH�*HUPDQ�JRYHUQ-

PHQW�FUHDWH�DQG�SD\�IRU�VFKRROV�VSHFL¿FDOO\�IRU�7XUNLVK�LPPLJUDQWV��+H�ZHQW�IXUWKHU��GHPDQGLQJ�WKDW�

the schools not only be taught in Turkish, but that the teachers of those schools be brought in from 

7XUNH\��6�GGHXWVFKH�=HLWXQJ��)HEUXDU\������������(UGR÷DQ�GRHV�QRW�LQWHQG�WR�KHOS�*HUPDQ\�DQG�

7XUNH\�FRPH�WR�EHWWHU�WHUPV�ZLWK�RQH�DQRWKHU��DV�HYLGHQFHG�LQ�KLV�VWDWHPHQW�WKDW�³>KH�DQG�WKRVH�SUHV-

HQW@�ZLOO�QRW�DOORZ�KLV�ZRUGV�>IURP�KLV�VSHHFK@�WR�EH�DOORZHG�LQWR�*HUPDQ�PHGLD´��'LH�:HOW��)HEUXDU\�

�����������$QG�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�UHVXOWV�IURP�WKH�-XQH�HOHFWLRQV�HDUOLHU�WKLV�\HDU��WKH�ZRUOG�ZLOO�KDYH�DW�

least four more years of strongman statements. 

7KH�LQFUHDVLQJ�DPRXQW�RI�GLVFXVVLRQ�DERXW�WKH�7XUNV�KDV�QRW�EHHQ�FRQ¿QHG�WR�YHUEDO�LQWHUDFWLRQ��

MRXUQDOLVWV�DQG�UHVHDUFKHUV�KDYH�LQFUHDVHG�WKHLU�HIIRUWV�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKLV�PDMRU�LVVXH��7KH\�KDYH�

XVHG�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�OHQVHV�ZLWK�ZKLFK�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�*HUPDQ�³[HQRSKRELD�´�³LVODPRSKRELD´�DQG�WKH�

Turkish problem overall. From interviews and individual case studies, there have been many papers 

ZULWWHQ�RQ�WKLV�WRSLF��%RHKQNH��+DJDQ�DQG�+HÀHU������������)HUWLJ�DQG�6FKPLGW������������/�GH-

PDQQ�����������+RZHYHU�DPRQJ�DOO�RI�WKH�VRXUFHV�WKDW�,�KDYH�IRXQG��QRQH�RI�WKH�UHSRUWV�RU�VXUYH\V�

VSHFL¿FDOO\�WDUJHW�WKH�*HUPDQ�\RXWK�DV�D�ZKROH��2QH�RI�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�3HZ�5HVHDUFK�

&HQWHU¶V�³3HZ�*OREDO�$WWLWXGHV�3URMHFW´�VXUYH\�GLG�H[DPLQH�WKH�YLHZV�RI�*HUPDQV�WRZDUGV�WKH�7XUNLVK�

PLQRULW\��,W�VWDWHG�WKDW�EHWZHHQ������DQG������WKHUH�ZDV�D�GHFUHDVH�IURP�����WR�����LQ�XQIDYRUDEOH�

YLHZV�������������+RZHYHU��WKLV�RQH�YHU\�JHQHUDO�TXHVWLRQ�GRHV�QRW�SURYLGH�DQ\�SDUWLFXODU�LQVLJKW�

into why these changes occurred. Additionally, this survey was directed at the German population 

as a whole, not at the youth in particular. I do admit that the Pew Research Center’s decision to do a 

random sampling of interviewees is the best way to discover this kind of information because it is the 

closest option there is to surveying every German citizen. Nevertheless, the study by Pew consisted 

of only one question, which could not paint a very detailed picture of the situation. Likewise, Pew’s 

survey and the ALLBUS surveys focus on the German population as a whole, not solely on the youth. 

It is under this context that this paper began.

,Q�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�SURMHFW��,�DLPHG�WR�GLVFRYHU�KRZ�WKH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�\RXWK�RI�*HUPDQ\�YLHZ�WKH�

7XUNLVK�PLQRULW\�DQG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�ZKHWKHU�*HUPDQ�\RXWK�KDYH�[HQRSKRELF�WHQGHQFLHV��,I�LW�LV�WUXH��,�
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ZLOO�WKHQ�EH�DEOH�WR�GHWHUPLQH�ZKDW�WKH�FDXVHV�DUH�DQG�FRPSDUH�WKHP�WR�SUHYLRXV�UHVHDUFK�¿QGLQJV��

Since the fall of the Berlin Wall, there has been a reported increase in right extremism in Germany 

VSHFL¿FDOO\�WRZDUGV�PLQRULWLHV��6WXGLHV�DQG�SROOV�RQ�VHQWLPHQWV�WRZDUGV�7XUNV�IURP�DV�ODWH�DV������

KDYH�DOO�IRXQG�WKDW�D�SOXUDOLW\�RI�*HUPDQV�YLHZ�7XUNV�LQ�D�QHJDWLYH�OLJKW��$//%86��������,�ZDQW�WR�

NQRZ�LI�WKLV�LV�WKH�VDPH�LQ�WKH�¿QDO�PRQWKV�RI������DQG�ZKDW�IDFWRUV�PD\�RU�PD\�QRW�SOD\�DQ\�SDUW�LQ�

LQÀXHQFLQJ�[HQRSKRELF�WHQGHQFLHV��

1HJDWLYH�$WWLWXGHV�WRZDUGV�)RUHLJQHUV��)RXU�-XVWL¿FDWLRQV

6LQFH�WKH�UHXQL¿FDWLRQ�RI�*HUPDQ�'HPRFUDWLF�5HSXEOLF�DQG�WKH�)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF�RI�*HUPDQ\�LQ�

������IHZ�VFKRODUV�KDYH�GLVDJUHHG�WKDW�$XVOlQGHUIHLQGOLFKNHLW��[HQRSKRELD��WRZDUGV�WKRVH�RI�7XUNLVK�

RULJLQ�E\�WKH�*HUPDQ�\RXWK�KDV�ULVHQ�DQG�WKDW�(DVW�*HUPDQV�DUH�PRUH�SUHMXGLFHG�WRZDUGV�IRUHLJQHUV�

than West Germans. But for the past twenty-one years, scholars have drawn many diverging conclu-

VLRQV�RQ�WKH�RULJLQV�RI�[HQRSKRELD��7KHVH�GHWHUPLQDQWV�RI�\RXWK�SUHMXGLFH�UDQJH�IURP�VRFLR�SV\FKR-

logical reasons to the type of school attended. 

Literature discussing the source of xenophobia in German adolescents from the past two decades 

FDQ�EH�GLYLGHG��VRPHWLPHV�ORRVHO\��LQWR�IRXU�VFKRROV�RI�WKRXJKW��7KLV�OLWHUDWXUH�ZLOO�EH�H[SODLQHG�LQ�

PRUH�GHSWK�IROORZLQJ�WKLV�VXPPDU\��7R�VRPH�UHVHDUFKHUV��LW�LV�WKH�HGXFDWLRQDO�WUDFN��L�H��YRFDWLRQDO�

RU�FROOHJH�ERXQG��WKDW�D�*HUPDQ�FKRRVHV�WR�IROORZ�WKDW�ZLOO�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�VWXGHQW¶V�IHHOLQJV�WRZDUGV�

foreigners.  Scholars who belong to the Socio-Demographic/Contact School hold that socio-demo-

graphics like age, gender and regional location are the determinants of whether a person will have 

xenophobic tendencies. Proponents of Socio-Economic/Hierarchic Self-Esteem Theory contest 

WKDW�KRZ�HFRQRPLFDOO\�ZHOO�RII�D�SHUVRQ�LV�VKDSHV�WKHLU�VHOI�HVWHHP��ZKLFK�VXEVHTXHQWO\�LQÀXHQFHV�

anti-foreigner sentiment. They advocate increased contact between ethnicities because they believe 

a higher amount of contact leads to a decrease in anti-foreigner sentiment. Finally, some scholars 

SRVLW�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QRW�RQH�VSHFL¿F�UHDVRQ�WKDW�*HUPDQ�\RXWKV�GHYHORS�DQWL�7XUNLVK�VHQWLPHQW��EXW�D�

conglomeration of the aforementioned reasons. All of these schools are based on the assumption that 

there is indeed a trend of rising xenophobic views in contemporary German youth and all schools view 

German youth negatively. 

)RU�WKRVH�RI�WKH�(GXFDWLRQ�7UDFN�6FKRRO��WKH�W\SH�RI�VFKRRO�D�SHUVRQ�DWWHQGV��YRFDWLRQDO��PLGGOH�

JURXQG�RU�XQLYHUVLW\�ERXQG��GHWHUPLQHV�KRZ�VWURQJO\�WKHLU�[HQRSKRELF�VHQWLPHQWV�ZLOO�EH���)HUWLJ�DQG�

6FKPLGW������������8QOLNH�WKH�$PHULFDQ�VFKRRO�V\VWHP�ZKHUH�DOO�VWXGHQWV�UHFHLYH�UHODWLYHO\�WKH�VDPH�

education from Kindergarten through high school, German students are required to choose a career 

SDWK�DW�D�YHU\�HDUO\�DJH��EHWZHHQ���������7KH�W\SH�RI�VFKRRO�D�VWXGHQW�DWWHQGV�DIWHU�HOHPHQWDU\�VFKRRO�

is directly dependent on the type of profession a student wants to enter into later. Students attend 

either a Hauptschule for a vocation, a Realschule for an extended general education, or a Gymnasium, 

a school that offers an intensive education. Only students with a diploma from a Gymnasium are 

JXDUDQWHHG�HQWU\�LQWR�D�*HUPDQ�XQLYHUVLW\��5HDOVFKXOH�VWXGHQWV�DUH�RFFDVLRQDOO\�JLYHQ�SDUWLDO�DFFHVV�

DQG�VWXGHQWV�IURP�D�+DXSWVFKXOH�DUH�EDUUHG����6WXGHQWV�QRW�RQO\�WDNH�GLIIHUHQW�FODVVHV��EXW�WKH\�DOVR�

attend different schools, which isolates them from other students.

7KRVH�ZKR�DUH�GHVWLQHG�IRU�D�QR�FROODU�RU�EOXH�FROODU�FDUHHU��+DXSWVFKXOH��5HDOVFKXOH��H[SHFW�

VLJQL¿FDQW�FRPSHWLWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�SHHUV�RYHU�WKHLU�IXWXUH�VRFLDO�VWDWXV��5LSSO�����������������,Q�RUGHU�

to defend against their perceived lower social status, youths treat foreigners the way they foresee they 
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ZLOO�EH�WUHDWHG�ODWHU�RQ��&RQFXUUHQWO\��WKRVH�RQ�D�XQLYHUVLW\�WUDFN��*\PQDVLXP��H[SHFW�OLWWOH�FRP-

petition from other types of educational tracks and experience a feeling of superiority over the rest. 

Consequently, there is no reason for Gymnasium students to treat foreigners as though they are from 

a lower class. Those who know they will receive more respect in society because of their education 

have no need to demean others. 

Scholars who are proponents of the Contact/Socio-Demographic Theory hold that it is actually 

how much a person interacts with Turks and foreigners that will mold sentiment towards non-

Germans. Scholars van Dick, Wagner, and Zick state that there is an indirect correlation between 

the amount of time spent with a foreigner and the level of xenophobic tendencies a person develops 

������������7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�PRUH�LQWHU�HWKQLF�FRQWDFW�WKHUH�LV��WKH�OHVV�OLNHO\�WKDW�WKH�*HUPDQ�

will develop a xenophobic mentality. This phenomenon demonstrates the contact/socio-demographic 

¿HOG��ZKLFK�DUJXHV�DGGLWLRQDOO\�WKDW�LW�LV�DJH��JHQGHU�DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�IRUHLJQHUV�WKDW�LQÀX-

HQFH�D�SHUVRQ¶V�YLHZ�RI�7XUNV��'LFN��:DJQHU�DQG�=LFN������������7KHUHIRUH��LW�LV�ORJLFDO�WKDW�(DVW�*HU-

mans, who have will have less contact with Turks simply because there are fewer Turkish people living 

WKHUH�������OHVV�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�'LFN��:DJQHU�DQG�=LFN���ZLOO�KDYH�PRUH�QHJDWLYH�IHHOLQJV�WRZDUGV�WKHP���

The third theoretical camp is the Hierarchal Self-Interest Theory. Proposed by scholars Boehnke 

��+HÀHU�DQG�+DJDQ��WKLV�WKHRU\�FRQWHQGV�WKDW�WKH�VRFLHW\�RI�XQLWHG�*HUPDQ\�KDV�FUHDWHG�D�FRPSHWLWLYH�

PHQWDOLW\�RI�LWV�SHRSOH��PDNLQJ�WKHP�IRFXV�RQO\�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�VHOI�LQWHUHVWV��%RHKQNH��+DJDQ�DQG�+H-

ÀHU�����������������6XSSRUWHUV�RI�WKLV�WKHRU\�UHMHFW�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�WKH�W\SH�RI�VFKRRO�D�SHUVRQ�DWWHQGV�

changes their mentality towards foreigners; socio-economic theorists posit that it is the student’s 

location in the socio-economic hierarchy that determines xenophobic sentiment. The combination 

of competition and self-interest inherent in German society creates a dynamic where each person is 

strongly tied to socio-economics and the hierarchy of society. The further down in the socio-economic 

KLHUDUFK\�D�SHUVRQ�LV��WKH�OHVV�KLJKO\�WKH\�ZLOO�VHH�WKHPVHOYHV��%RHKQNH��+DJDQ�DQG�+HÀHU¶V�UHVHDUFK�

LQ�³2Q�WKH�'HYHORSPHQW�RI�;HQRSKRELD�LQ�*HUPDQ\´�FRQFOXGHV�WKDW�VHOI�HVWHHP�LV�SRVLWLYHO\�FRU-

UHODWHG�ZLWK�SUHMXGLFH�WRZDUGV�IRUHLJQHUV��WKH�ORZHU�WKH�VHOI�HVWHHP�DQG�KLJKHU�WKH�OHYHOV�RI�KLHUDUFKLF�

VHOI�LQWHUHVW��WKH�ORZHU�WKH�DPRXQWV�RI�[HQRSKRELF�VHQWLPHQW��������������

7KH�¿QDO�JURXS�RI�VFKRODUV�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�LQÀXHQFHV�RQ�OHYHOV�RI�[HQRSKRELD�LQ�

\RXWK��7KHVH�VFKRODUV�FRQQHFW�WKH�VLPLODULWLHV�EHWZHHQ�GLIIHUHQW�WKHRULHV�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�LQÀXHQFH�

one another. Birgit Becker notes the importance of age and education: different ages mean different 

experiences in life, which determines what forms of contact a person may have had. Household men-

WDOLW\�WRZDUGV�IRUHLJQHUV�FDQ�LQÀXHQFH�WKH�ZD\�D�FKLOG�WKLQNV�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ�SRWHQWLDOO\�GHWHUPLQHV�

WKH�HFRQRPLF�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�D�SHUVRQ��%HFNHU�������������6KH�DOVR�SRLQWV�RXW�WKDW�D�SHUVRQ¶V�PHQWDOLW\�

towards foreigners depends on different factors and whether they are from the East or the West.  One 

must note, however, that while authors in this school agree on most things, occasionally there is some 

disagreement. Becker states that contact has a minimal effect on anti-foreigner sentiments while 

RWKHUV��OLNH�-�UJHQ�+RIIPH\HU�=ORWQLN��DUJXH�WKH�RSSRVLWH������������-RKDQQ�%DFKHU�SRVLWV�WKDW�VRFLR�

GHPRJUDSKLFV��VXFK�DV�DJH�DQG�JHQGHU���HGXFDWLRQ�WUDFN��IDPLO\�DQG�FLUFOH�RI�IULHQGV�DOO�SOD\�D�SDUW�

LQ�LQÀXHQFLQJ�D�VWXGHQW��%DFKHU�����������������%XW�WKLV�LV�QRW�DOO��ORFDWLRQ�FDQ�GHWHUPLQH�HFRQRPLF�

VWDWXV�DQG�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�IRUHLJQHUV�DV�ZHOO��FRPSDUH�D�IDPLO\�WKDW�OLYHV�LQ�DQ�DUHD�ZLWK�D�KLJK�FRQFHQ-

WUDWLRQ�RI�IRUHLJQ�UHVLGHQWV�WR�RQH�WKDW�LV�VXUURXQGHG�E\�PRVWO\�HWKQLF�*HUPDQV���+RIIPH\HU�=ORWQLN�

����������%HFDXVH�RI�WKHVH�GLVDJUHHPHQWV��WKLV�¿QDO�JURXS�LV�OHVV�XQL¿HG�LQ�LWV�ZD\�RI�WKLQNLQJ�WKDQ�
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others: a proposed set of variables overlaps slightly with another set of variables and so on. Never-

theless, points made by authors in this group are no less logically supported than those from other 

schools of thought. 

,W�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�RQO\�RQH�RU�WZR�YDULDEOHV�FDQ�LQÀXHQFH�D�SHUVRQ¶V�PHQWDOLW\�WRZDUGV�

DQRWKHU�SHUVRQ��-XVW�DV�LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�JHQHUDOL]H�SHRSOH¶V�SHUVRQDOLWLHV�VROHO\�RQ�WKHLU�ORFDWLRQ��RU�

RQ�JHQGHU��HGXFDWLRQ��HWF����VR�WRR�LV�LW�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�EHOLHYH�*HUPDQ�\RXWK¶V�DWWLWXGHV�DERXW�WKH�7XUNV�

depend on one variable. In response to the Education Track School, students within a single school 

each have different opinions on different topics. Additionally, there must be certain reasons why a 

VWXGHQW�FKRVH�WR�JR�WR�D�SDUWLFXODU�VFKRRO��SDUHQWDO�LQÀXHQFH��ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VFKRRO��HWF����:KDW�VFKRRO�

a person chooses depends on outside factors and, if youth mentality depends on education, it must 

WKHUHIRUH�GHSHQG�RQ�WKH�IDFWRUV�WKDW�EURXJKW�WKH�VWXGHQW�WR�WKH�VFKRRO�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH��

7KH�VHFRQG�VFKRRO��³&RQWDFW�6RFLR�'HPRJUDSKLF�7KHRU\�´�LV�RQ�D�EHWWHU�WUDFN��IRU�LW�DFNQRZO-

edges that there are multiple layers to cause a person’s perception of something. However, authors 

from this school do not delve deep enough, failing to consider other factors like religion, income and 

SROLWLFDO�DI¿OLDWLRQ��7KH�WKLUG�VFKRRO�FRQWUDGLFWV�LWVHOI��DXWKRUV�%RHKQNH��+DJDQ�DQG�+HOIHU�H[SOLFLWO\�

state that self-esteem is positively correlated with xenophobia, but later on say that those lower in the 

hierarchy compete more with foreigners, increasing xenophobia. In this research, I have built upon 

WKH�¿QDO�VFKRRO�RI�WKRXJKW�WKDW�DJH��ORFDWLRQ��HGXFDWLRQ�WUDFN�DQG�IULHQG�FLUFOHV�LQÀXHQFH�VHQWLPHQW�

WRZDUGV�7XUNV��DQG�DGGHG�LQFRPH��UHOLJLRQ��FRQWDFW�DQG�SROLWLFDO�DI¿OLDWLRQ�WR�WKH�OLVW���

At the time of their publication, the arguments contained in each scholar’s paper might have 

been valid. However, this might not be true today in 2012: the youth are constantly getting older 

DQG�WKH�\RXWK�RI�WKH�����V�DQG�����V�DUH�QRW��IRU�WKH�PRVW�SDUW��WKH�\RXWK�RI�WKH�����V��$OO�RI�WKH�

authors’ research builds off of the assumption that xenophobia among German youth exists and that 

it is increasing.  The subsequent paper will start from a tabula rasa or a blank slate. In other words, 

the research will be conducted with no assumption and the end result can be any combination of the 

schools of thought described in this paper. The theories are only looked at as a whole and are deemed 

QHLWKHU�³ULJKW´�QRU�³ZURQJ�´�7KLV�LV�EHFDXVH�WKHLU�UHVXOWV�DUH�IURP�WKH�\HDUV������WR������DQG�WKH\�

might no longer be applicable in the year 2012. 

Other studies have shown that over time, opinions of populations change. Whether it is feelings 

toward same-sex marriage in the United States or feelings towards Ukrainians in Russia, a popula-

tion’s opinions change. This does not necessarily mean that the opinions become more positive. In 

WKH�*OREDO�$WWLWXGHV�3URMHFW¶V�VHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�RSLQLRQV�RI�FLWL]HQV�LQ�IRUPHU�6RYLHW�QDWLRQV��XQIDYRUDEOH�

YLHZV�RI�WKH�5XVVLDQV�WRZDUG�WKH�/LWKXDQLDQV�LQFUHDVHG�IURP����WR�����IURP������WR�������/LNHZLVH��

/LWKXDQLDQ�GLVDSSURYDO�WRZDUGV�-HZV�JUHZ�����IURP�����WR������7KDW�LV�QRW�WR�VD\��KRZHYHU��WKDW�

there has only been rising disapproval in all countries towards others. It solely points out that opin-

ions have changed. 

,Q�WKH�HLJKWHHQ�\HDUV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�¿UVW�DQG�VHFRQG�VXUYH\V��DQ�HQWLUH�JHQHUDWLRQ�JUHZ�XS�DQG�

DQRWKHU�GLHG��(LJKWHHQ�\HDUV�ZRUWK�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�FRXOG�QRW�EH�VXUYH\HG�EHIRUH��HLWKHU�EHFDXVH�WKH\�

ZHUH�WRR�\RXQJ�RU�WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�ERUQ�\HW��UHSODFHG�WKH�ROGHU�SRSXODWLRQ�ZKR�GLHG��$QG�DV�SRSXODWLRQ�

surveys go, there are almost always more young people than there are older people. Therefore the 

proportion of people’s opinions with ages in the teens and twenties is greater than that of the people 

LQ�WKHLU���V�DQG���V��3HRSOH�ERUQ�LQ�WKH�ODWH���V�ZHUH�WRR�\RXQJ�WR�UHPHPEHU�ZKDW�OLIH�ZDV�OLNH�ZLWK�
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WZR�*HUPDQ\V��7KH�ROGHVW�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZHUH�VXUYH\HG�ZHUH�ERUQ�LQ������DQG�WKH�\RXQJHVW�ZHUH�ERUQ�

LQ�������6L[W\�¿YH�SHUFHQW�RU����RI�WKRVH�VXUYH\HG�ZHUH�ERUQ�DIWHU�WKH�UHXQL¿FDWLRQ�DQG�JUHZ�XS�LQ�

a place completely unrecognizable to someone born twenty years earlier. Those who were surveyed 

for this research were a completely new sample. We have yet to see what the youth of Germany think 

DERXW�7XUNV�LQ�WKHLU�FRXQWU\�DQG�ZKDW�LQÀXHQFHV�WKHLU�VHQWLPHQWV��$UH�SUHMXGLFHV�DJDLQVW�IRUHLJQHUV��

DQG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�WKH�7XUNV��LQ�*HUPDQ\�LQFUHDVLQJ�DV�SURYHQ�LQ�SUHYLRXV�DUWLFOHV�RU�DUH�WKH\�GHFUHDV-

LQJ"�$UH�WKHUH�[HQRSKRELF�WHQGHQFLHV�DPRQJ�WKH�*HUPDQ�\RXWK�DW�DOO"�0\�UHVHDUFK�ZLOO�H[SORUH�WKRVH�

questions. 

Hypothesis

I posit that there is a high prevalence of anti-Turkish sentiment overall among the youth in 

*HUPDQ\��0RUH�VSHFL¿FDOO\��,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�ROGHU�PDOHV�IURP�IRUPHU�(DVW�*HUPDQ\��,�GH¿QH�WKLV�DV�WKH�

states of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Brandenburg, Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, Thuringia and former 

6RYLHW�FRQWUROOHG�%HUOLQ��ZKR�DUH�DWWHQGLQJ�RU�ZKR�KDYH�DWWHQGHG�D�YRFDWLRQDO�VFKRRO�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�

WR�KDYH�D�QHJDWLYH�DWWLWXGH�WRZDUGV�7XUNV��,Q�FRQWUDVW��\RXQJHU�IHPDOHV�IURP�:HVWHUQ�*HUPDQ\��%D-

varia, Baden-Württemberg, Saarland, Rhineland Palatinate, North Rhine-Westfalia, Lower Saxony, 

%UHPHQ��6FKOHVZLJ�+ROVWHLQ��+HVVH�DQG�+DPEXUJ��ZKR�DWWHQG�D�FROOHJH�WUDFN�VFKRRO�RU�ZKR�DUH�LQ�

university are more likely to have a positive attitude towards the Turks. 

Although so far there has been no research to prove whether or not religion affects sentiment 

towards the Turks, I foresee that religion will be an intervening variable. I intend to control it through 

more statistical testing. The survey will contain demographic questions regarding religion and the 

UHVXOWV�ZLOO�EH�FRPSDUHG�DJDLQVW�WKH�FULWLFDO�TXHVWLRQV��-XVW�OLNH�UHOLJLRQ��SROLWLFDO�DI¿OLDWLRQ�KDV�DOVR�

QRW�EHHQ�VWXGLHG�LQ�WKH�SDVW�DQG�D�TXHVWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�ZKLFK�SROLWLFDO�SDUW\�WKH�UHVSRQGHU�LGHQWL¿HV�

with the most will also be asked. Likewise, I will see if the results from this question have a correlation 

with pro-or anti-Turkish sentiment. 

)URP�WKH�VWXGLHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�IRXQG��QRQH�RI�WKHP�KDYH�IRFXVHG�VSHFL¿FDOO\�RQ�WKH�YLHZV�

of the German youth population towards the Turkish minority. They have studied the sources of 

xenophobia, both for adults and youth, and one included comparing the education level of students 

and their xenophobic views, while other studies have questioned the German population as a whole 

UHJDUGLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�PLQRULWLHV��7XUNV��-HZV��$UDEV��5XVVLDQV�HWF���EXW�QRW�RQH�RI�WKHP�PDWFKHG�WKH�

VSHFL¿F�JRDO�WKDW�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�GRHV��

Overall, regarding the German population’s view towards the Turks, different studies have 

produced different results. Some say that there is an increase in animosity towards the biggest ethnic 

minority in Germany, while others say the opposite. For example, the Pew Research Institute, in their 

3HZ�*OREDO�$WWLWXGHV�3URMHFW��VXUYH\HG�*HUPDQV�LQ�������D�\HDU�DIWHU�WKH�UHXQL¿FDWLRQ��DQG�LQ�������

,Q�:HVW�*HUPDQ\��XQIDYRUDEOH�YLHZV�GHFUHDVHG�IURP�����WR�����RYHU�WKRVH����\HDUV�DQG�LQ�(DVW�

*HUPDQ\��LW�GURSSHG�IURP�����WR������$OWKRXJK�WKLV�VWXG\�GRHV�VWDWH�WKDW�YLHZV�PRYHG�LQ�D�SRVLWLYH�

direction over those eighteen years, contradicting other studies, it also agrees with many studies like 

the ALLBUS that there is still a higher degree of xenophobia in former East Germany than in Western 

Germany as previously discussed. 

%HQ]



���

Methodology

The intent of this research was to discover contemporary opinions of German teens and twenty-

year-olds towards those of Turkish descent living in Germany. Because there were no studies answer-

LQJ�WKDW�TXHVWLRQ�VSHFL¿FDOO\��WKH�RQO\�RSWLRQ�ZDV�WR�FRQGXFW�D�VXUYH\�P\VHOI��(YHQ�LI�WKHUH�KDG�EHHQ�

many works about the views of the German youth towards the Turkish minority, they still would not 

have been the most up-to-date seeing as they would have been done in the past. The more recent the 

survey, the more representative it is. I could have compared works from different authors but it would 

not tell anything about what the youth’s opinions were. It would not have been permissible for me to 

survey direct friends of mine in Germany because they might alter their answers. Therefore, I asked 

almost everyone I knew in Germany, Austria and other countries to forward the survey to their friends 

ZKR�OLYHG�LQ�*HUPDQ\��UHTXHVWLQJ�WKDW�WKH\�¿OO�LW�RXW��

In middle school I was an exchange student at a Gesamtschule in Potsdam outside of Berlin. In 

high school I attended the Palucca Hochschule for dance in Dresden for a month, took a course at the 

Goethe-Institut in Berlin and a year later went to school for a year at a Gymnasium in Vienna, Austria. 

Additionally, I have close ties with the German-American Society of Portland, Oregon and I have Ger-

man friends who were exchange students to the US and American students who went on exchange to 

Germany in high school and college. These six access points connect me to a wide spectrum of youths 

from all over the Federal Republic. 

2I�WKH�VHYHQW\�SHRSOH�,�DVNHG�����RI�WKRVH�SHRSOH�DJUHHG�WR�IRUZDUG�WKHLU�VXUYH\��,QIRUPDQWV�

RI�*HUPDQ�FLWL]HQVKLS�OLYHG�LQ�¿YH�RI�WKH�VL[WHHQ�*HUPDQ�)HGHUDO�6WDWHV��KHUHLQDIWHU�%XQGHVODQG�RU�

%XQGHVOlQGHU���EXW�WKH\�IRUZDUGHG�WKHP�WR�SHRSOH�LQ�RWKHU�%XQGHVOlQGHU��,W�ZDV�P\�KRSH�WR�FRYHU�DV�

PDQ\�%XQGHVOlQGHU�DV�SRVVLEOH��DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�LQFRUSRUDWH�D�UDQJH�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�IURP�WKH�ODUJHVW�FLWLHV�

to small villages. The more places I received set responses from, the higher the likelihood of getting a 

representative sample.

There were, of course, problems with creating and conducting a survey instead of analyzing pre-

YLRXV�VWXGLHV��7KH�ODUJHVW�DQG�PRVW�VLJQL¿FDQW�SUREOHP�ZDV�WKDW�WKH�VXUYH\�FRXOG�QRW�UHDFK�HQRXJK�

SHRSOH�WR�PDNH�D�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�VDPSOH�RI�DOO�RI�*HUPDQ\������SHRSOH�LV�VLPSO\�QRW�ODUJH�HQRXJK�WR�

be considered representative. In addition, I was not able to access people from every social, economic 

DQG�HGXFDWLRQDO�EDFNJURXQG�IURP�P\�FKRVHQ�DJH�UDQJH�IURP�DOO�RI�WKH�VL[WHHQ�%XQGHVOlQGHU��%XW�WKH�

VXUYH\�GLG�FRYHU�WZHOYH�RI�WKH�VL[WHHQ�%XQGHVOlQGHU�DQG�GLG�LQFOXGH�VWXGHQWV�IURP�PDQ\�RI�WKH�GLIIHU-

ent types of schools. But responses originated predominantly from Baden-Württemberg in the South, 

Nordrhein-Westfalen and Rheinland-Pfalz in the West, and Berlin in the East. This made the survey 

HYHQ�OHVV�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�IRU�HDFK�RI�WKH�%XQGHVOlQGHU�DQG�WKH�(DVW�:HVW�YDULDEOH�

2SHUDWLRQDOL]DWLRQ

)RU�WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�WKLV�VXUYH\��³*HUPDQ´�LV�GH¿QHG�DV�VRPHRQH�ZKR�KDV�FLWL]HQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�

)HGHUDO�5HSXEOLF�DQG�ZKR�KDV�OLYHG�ZLWKLQ�LWV�ERUGHUV�IRU�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKHLU�OLIH��0RVW�LPSRUWDQWO\��

D�³*HUPDQ´�LQ�WKLV�VXUYH\�LV�VRPHRQH�ZKR�KDV�VSHQW�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKHLU�VHFRQGDU\�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�D�

school found within the borders of the Bundesrepublik. Unlike in the United States, where anyone 

born within the borders is given automatic citizenship, in order to obtain German citizenship, a per-

son must have blood relations with someone of German citizenship. In other words, a person born in 

Germany whose parents who have lived all their lives in Germany but do not have German citizenship 

%HQ]
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LV�QRW�HOLJLEOH�IRU�FLWL]HQVKLS��6FKPLG�������������'XH�WR�MXV�VDQJXLQLV��LW�LV�HDVLHU�WR�ZHHG�RXW�WKRVH�RI�

7XUNLVK�RULJLQ�ZKR�¿OO�RXW�WKLV�VXUYH\��DV�WKLV�VXUYH\�DLPV�WR�¿QG�RXW�WKH�RSLQLRQV�RI�WKRVH�RI�*HUPDQ�

blood. 

³<RXWK´�PXVW�DOVR�EH�FRQFHSWXDOL]HG��)RU�WKLV�VXUYH\��³\RXWK´�LV�DQ\RQH�IURP�WKH�DJH�RI����WR�����

which are the ages when most people are in secondary and tertiary school. This particular age range 

was chosen because, according to David Dobbs from the National Geographic Society, it is within this 

timeframe that independent thinking begins, which is due to the development of the prefrontal cortex 

LQ�WKH�EUDLQ��'REEV��������7KH�OLPLW�H[WHQGV�WR�WKH�DJH����EHFDXVH�VRPH�\RXWK�ZLOO�VWLOO�EH�LQ�VFKRRO�RU�

ZLOO�KDYH�MXVW�VWDUWHG�WKHLU�FDUHHU�DQG�ZLOO�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�EH�OLYLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�

)LQDOO\��³7XUN´�DQG�³7XUNLVK´�PXVW�DOVR�EH�GH¿QHG��)RU�WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�WKLV�VWXG\��D�³7XUN´�RU�

³7XUNLVK�SHUVRQ´�LV�DQ\RQH�ZKR�FXUUHQWO\�OLYHV�LQ�*HUPDQ\�ZKR�LV�HLWKHU�IURP�7XUNH\��RU�ZKRVH�SDU-

ents, grandparents or other nuclear relatives emigrated from Turkey.  

'DWD�5HVXOWV��)UHTXHQFLHV

,Q�WRWDO��WKHUH�ZHUH�����UHVSRQVHV�WR�WKH�VXUYH\��ZKLFK�ZDV�DERYH�P\�����UHVSRQVH�PLQLPXP��

However, thirteen of the results had to be discarded because those particular respondents were not 

IURP�*HUPDQ\��7KLV�OHIW�PH�ZLWK�����LQGLYLGXDO�DQVZHUV�WR�H[DPLQH��$OO�RI�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�WKHLU�

DQVZHUV�ZHUH�SXW�LQWR�,%0�6366��6WDWLVWLFDO�3DFNDJH�IRU�6RFLDO�6FLHQFHV��VRIWZDUH�WR�EH�DQDO\]HG��7KH�

complete original survey in German and the translated survey in English are reported in Appendix I 

and II. 

7KHUH�ZHUH�H[DFWO\����PDOH�DQG����IHPDOH�UHVSRQGHQWV�VSDQQLQJ�WKH�DJHV�RI����WR�����7KLV�LV�DO-

PRVW�SHUIHFWO\�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�WKH�*HUPDQ�VH[�UDWLR��FRQVLGHULQJ�WKDW�PDOHV�PDNH�XS�DERXW�������RI�

WKH�*HUPDQ�SRSXODWLRQ��&,$�:RUOG�)DFWERRN�������������RXW�RI�WKH�����UHVSRQVHV���������RULJLQDWHG�

IURP�IRUPHU�:HVW�*HUPDQ\��$V�RI�������WKH�IRUPHU�:HVW�PDNHV�XS�DERXW�����RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ��

so in total this was a relatively accurate representation of the East versus West population distribu-

WLRQ��DOEHLW�ZLWKRXW�DFFXUDWH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�IRU�HDFK�%XQGHVODQG��3URSRUWLRQHQ�GHU�:HOWEHY|ONHU-

XQJ����������)RU�WKH�SXUSRVHV�RI�WKLV�VXUYH\��WKH�HQWLUH�%XQGHVODQG�RI�%HUOLQ�ZDV�FDWHJRUL]HG�DV�(DVW�

Germany, despite the fact that half of it was located in West Germany during the Cold War. This was 

WR�VLPSOLI\�VXUYH\�TXHVWLRQV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�D������FHQVXV�FRQGXFWHG�E\�WKH�)HGHUDO�6WDWLVWLFDO�2I¿FH�

RI�*HUPDQ\������RI�WKH�*HUPDQ�SRSXODWLRQ�DUH�&DWKROLFV��������3URWHVWDQWV��������$WKHLVWV�DQG����

RWKHU��)RUVFKXQJVJUXSSH���������7KLV�LV�VLPLODU��DOEHLW�QRW�H[DFW��WR�������&DWKROLFV��������3URWHV-

WDQWV��������$WKHLVWV�DQG�����RWKHU�LQ�WKH�VXUYH\��7KH�RQH�0XVOLP��WZR�-HZV�DQG�EHOLHYHUV�RI�RWKHU�

religions were categorized together due to their low numbers.

$V�IRU�SROLWLFDO�SDUW\�DI¿OLDWLRQ��WKHUH�DUH�����VHDWV�LQ�WKH�%XQGHVWDJ��WKH�*HUPDQ�3DUOLDPHQW��,Q�

WKH������HOHFWLRQ��WKH�%XQGHVWDJ�ZDV�GLYLGHG�XS�DV�IROORZV������VHDWV�IRU�WKH�&'8�&68���������������

VHDWV�IRU�WKH�63'��������������IRU�WKH�)'3��������������IRU�'LH�/LQNH����������DQG����IRU�%�QGQLV�

���'LH�*U�QHQ�����������,Q�WKH�JHQHUDO�HOHFWLRQ�LQ�������������YRWHG�IRU�WKH�&'8�&68��������IRU�

WKH�63'��������IRU�'LH�/LQNH��������IRU�WKH�)'3��������IRU�GLH�*U�QHQ�DQG������IRU�WKH�3LUDWH�3DUW\��

The latter set of statistics is more representative of the German opinion because only the parties with 

���RI�WKH�YRWH�RU�RYHU�DUH�DOORZHG�WR�VHQG�GHOHJDWHV�WR�WKH�%XQGHVWDJ��)RU�H[DPSOH��DOWKRXJK������

of the population voted for the Pirate Party, there is no representation whatsoever in the Bundestag 

�%XQGHVWDJ�GH��������
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)RUW\�RI�WKRVH�VXUYH\HG�LGHQWL¿HG�ZLWK�WKH�&'8�&68��������������ZLWK�WKH�63'�������������

ZLWK�'LH�/LQNH�������������ZLWK�WKH�)'3�������������ZLWK�'LH�*U�QHQ����������DQG���ZLWK�WKH�3LUDWH�

3DUW\����������D�SDUW\�ZKLFK�GRHV�QRW�DV�RI�\HW�KDYH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�%XQGHVWDJ�EXW�GRHV�KDYH�

UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�LQ�VWDWH�SDUOLDPHQWV��%XQGHVZDKOOHLWHU�GH���������$OWKRXJK�WKHUH�DUH�VLJQL¿FDQW�GLI-

IHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�SHUFHQWDJHV�RI�YRWHV�IRU�SDUWLHV�DQG�SDUW\�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ��LW�PXVW�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�

these are being compared to what the entire German population as a whole voted, not what the Ger-

man youth voted. 

'XH�WR�WKH�ORZ�QXPEHU�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV��WKHUHE\�QRW�PDNLQJ�WKH�UHVXOWV�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�WKH�

HQWLUH�*HUPDQ�\RXWK�SRSXODWLRQ���LW�ZDV�YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�WR�¿QG�PXFK�VLJQL¿FDQFH�LQ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�

between demographics and the views towards the Turks. Fortunately, there were still a few relations 

RI�VLJQL¿FDQFH�WKDW�PXVW�EH�QRWHG�

More than half of the respondents did not believe that there were too many Turks in Germany. 

,Q�DGGLWLRQ��DOPRVW�����RI�DOO�WKH�UHVSRQGHQWV�GLG�QRW�IHHO�PLVWUXVWIXO�RI�7XUNV�WKDW�WKH\�PHW��VHH�

$SSHQGL[�,,,�DQG�,9���$OWKRXJK�WKHUH�ZHUH�VWLOO�QHJDWLYH�DQVZHUV��FD������ZHUH�PLVWUXVWIXO�DQG�����

EHOLHYHG�WKHUH�ZHUH�WRR�PDQ\�7XUNV���WKLV�ZDV�PXFK�VPDOOHU�WKDQ�ZKDW�ZDV�LQ�WKH�$//%86�VXUYH\�

�������EHOLHYHG�WKHUH�ZHUH�WRR�PDQ\�IRUHLJQHUV�LQ��������3HUKDSV�WKLV�LV�EHFDXVH�PRVW�RI�WKH�UHVSRQ-

dents attended gymnasium or university; perhaps it was because most of the respondents were from 

West Germany or perhaps it was because most of the respondents had internet access. As will soon 

be discussed, the numbers from vocational school and from East Germany are too small to make any 

VLJQL¿FDQW�FRQFOXVLRQV�DQG�WKLV�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�WUXH�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW�KDYH�LQWHUQHW�DFFHVV��VHHLQJ�DV�

this was an internet-based survey. But nevertheless, the overall sentiment towards Turks in particular 

is not terrible. 

5HVXOWV�IRU�RWKHU�YDULDEOHV�DUH�DOVR�VXUSULVLQJ��RXW�RI�WKH�����UHVSRQGHQWV��H[DFWO\�KDOI�RI�WKHP�

EHOLHYHG�WKDW�7XUNH\�VKRXOG�QRW�EHFRPH�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ��ZKLOH�������ZHUH�XQ-

FHUWDLQ�DERXW�WKH�WRSLF�OHDYLQJ�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�������LQ�VXSSRUW�IRU�7XUNLVK�PHPEHUVKLS��+RZHYHU��

������EHOLHYHG�WKDW�DOO�KHDGVFDUYHV�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�EDQQHG�DQG�������RI�DOO�UHVSRQGHQWV�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�

illegal immigrants should not be deported from Germany.  The German youth, overall, seems open 

to the Turks residing in Germany. However, although social ideals seem to be progressive, the youth 

still do not approve of including Turkey as part of Europe. Further research is needed to glean more 

information on the different layers of Turkish residency. 

/RFDWLRQ��(DVW�YV��:HVW�*HUPDQ\

2YHU�����RI�:HVW�*HUPDQV�VDLG�WKH\�EHOLHYHG�WKHUH�ZHUH�WRR�PDQ\�7XUNV�LQ�*HUPDQ\��LQ�FRQ-

WUDVW�WR�WKH�OHVV�WKDQ�����RI�(DVW�*HUPDQV��7KLV�LQFOXGHV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�%HUOLQ�LV�FDWHJRUL]HG�LQ�³(DVW�

Germany,” where the largest minority of Turks is located. Although in both cases more people do not 

EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�WRR�PDQ\�7XUNV��D�ODUJHU�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�(DVW�*HUPDQV�VDLG�³1R�´�7KLV�LV�FRQWUDU\�

to previous scholarship like the ALLBUS and Birgit Becker’s work that East Germans are more likely 

to dislike Turks than West Germans. Location may indeed affect a person’s mentality, but not neces-

sarily in the way that was originally thought. This is also surprising because there are fewer Turks in 

East Germany, so one would think that the lack of contact would cause a rise in anti-Turkish senti-

PHQW��8QIRUWXQDWHO\�IRU�WKLV�UHVHDUFK��WKHUH�LV�RQO\�D�����VLJQL¿FDQFH�OHYHO�RI�ORFDWLRQ�RI�UHVSRQGHQW�

and their response to this question. So while initially intriguing, too much stock cannot be put into 
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these statistics.

Graph 1

Religion

6R�DOWKRXJK�WKHUH�LV�ORZHU�VLJQL¿FDQFH�IRU�WKH�FURVVWDE�RI�ORFDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�RSLQLRQ�RQ�WKH�QXP-

ber of Turks in Germany, it is still possible to analyze other, more sound, comparisons. When seeing 

if there is any relation between professed religion and responses to the same question, surprisingly 

WKH�ELJJHVW�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�³1R´�UHVSRQGHQWV�ZHUH�&DWKROLF��ZKR�WHQG�WR�OHDQ�FRQVHUYDWLYH��$WKHLVWV��RQ�

WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��ZKR�DUH�XVXDOO\�PRUH�OLEHUDO��YRWHG�DURXQG�����³<HV�´�%XW�WKLV�SHUFHQWDJH�LV�VWLOO�OHVV�

WKDQ�WKH�DWKHLVWV�ZKR�YRWHG�³1R�´�:LWK�WKLV�LW�PLJKW�EH�SRVVLEOH�WR�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�DOWKRXJK�WKH�UHVXOWV�

are not overwhelmingly different, it is still worth noting.

*UDSK��� � � � � *UDSK��
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Because religion was not considered a factor in previous studies, it was my goal to see if there 

was perhaps a correlation. And in the case of professed religions versus the banning of headscarves, 

WKHUH�VHHPHG�WR�EH�D�UHODWLRQVKLS��DV�VHHQ�LQ�¿JXUH�����:KHQ�\RXWKV�ZHUH�DVNHG�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�

KHDGVFDUYHV�VKRXOG�EH�EDQQHG��WKH�PDMRULW\�LQ�HDFK�FDWHJRU\�VDLG�³1R�´��+RZHYHU������RI�WKRVH�ZKR�

DQVZHUHG�³<HV´�ZHUH�&DWKROLF�ZKLOH�RQO\�DERXW�����RI�WKH�ZKROH�ZHUH�3URWHVWDQW��,Q�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�

case, Catholics tend to be more xenophobic than Protestants who tend to side more with the atheists. 

It might not be a surprise that most of the atheists do not believe that headscarves should be banned, 

VHHLQJ�DV�QRQ�UHOLJLRXV�SHRSOH�DUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�VLGH�ZLWK�PRUH�OLEHUDO�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV��)'3��'LH�

/LQNH��'LH�*U�QHQ���ZKLFK�KDYH�D�PRUH�PXOWL�FXOWXUDO�SROLWLN��+RZHYHU��LW�PLJKW�VXUSULVH�VRPH�WKDW�

Protestants are more open-minded. 

A person can identify themselves as a follower of a particular religion and hardly ever attend a 

UHOLJLRXV�VHUYLFH�RU�SUD\��:KHQ�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�UHOLJLRQ�ZDV�WHVWHG�DJDLQVW�TXHVWLRQV��������WKHUH�ZDV�

QR�FKL�VTXDUH�WKDW�ZDV�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�LQ�WKH���WK�DQG���WK�SHUFHQWLOH��PHDQLQJ�WKDW�WKH�UHVXOWV�DUH�

DSSHDULQJ�DURXQG��������RXW�RI�FKDQFH��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�KRZ�LPSRUWDQW�UHOLJLRQ�LV�WR�D�SHUVRQ�KDV�

no effect on how a person responds to those questions. Because of this, it wasn’t worth doing further 

research and I concluded in this survey there was little to no correlation between religiosity and opin-

ions towards the Turks. 

Education

Many aforementioned authors labeled education as the determinant of how someone feels 

about Turkish people. In question eight of the surveys, respondents were asked to identify what kind 

RI�VFKRRO�WKH\�ZHUH�FXUUHQWO\�DWWHQGLQJ��RU��LI�WKH\�ZHUH�¿QLVKHG�ZLWK�VFKRRO��ZKDW�NLQG�RI�VFKRRO�

WKH\�KDG�JUDGXDWHG�IURP��7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�UHVSRQGHQWV�ZHUH�QRW�IURP�XQLYHUVLWLHV�EXW�UDWKHU�IURP�

*\PQDVLHQ����������8QLYHUVLWLHV�IROORZHG�ZLWK�������DQG�YRFDWLRQDO�VFKRROV��%HUXIVVFKXOH��)DFK-

KRFKVFKXOH�HWF��ZLWK�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ��������7R�PDNH�WKLQJV�VLPSOHU��,�JURXSHG�WKH�VFKRROV�LQWR�WZR�

FDWHJRULHV��QDPHO\�D�³8QLYHUVLW\�7UDFN´��*\PQDVLXP�DQG�8QLYHUVLW\��DQG�D�³9RFDWLRQDO�7UDFN´�

�%HUXIVVFKXOH��%HUXIVDNDGHPLH��)DFKKRFKVFKXOH�HWF��

When students were asked the seven questions about the Turks, none of them had a low 

HQRXJK�FKL�VTXDUH�WR�EH�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW��1R�PDWWHU�ZKHWKHU�HDFK�VFKRRO�ZDV�OLVWHG�LQGLYLGX-

DOO\��%HUXIVVFKXOH��*\PQDVLXP��8QLYHUVLW\�HWF���RU�JURXSHG�WRJHWKHU�LQWR�³9RFDWLRQDO�7UDFN´�DQG�

³8QLYHUVLW\�7UDFN�´�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�VLJQL¿FDQFH�OHVV�WKDQ������0RVW�RI�WKH�WLPH�WKH�FKL�VTXDUH�KRYHUHG�

LQ�WKH�UDQJH�RI����WR�����DQG�LW�LV�QRW�ZRUWK�WUXVWLQJ�VXFK�D�KLJK�SUREDELOLW\�WKDW�WKH�DQVZHUV�ZHUH�

E\�FKDQFH��7KLV�LV�PRVW�OLNHO\�EHFDXVH�PRUH�WKDQ�����RI�WKRVH�VXUYH\HG�ZHUH�LQ�D�*\PQDVLXP�RU�

8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�LQ�VRPH�FDVHV�������RI�RQH�JURXS�DQVZHUHG�WKH�VDPH��LW�ZDV�EHFDXVH�WKHUH�ZDV�RQO\�

RQH�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKDW�SDUWLFXODU�JURXS��'XH�WR�WKLV�PDMRU�ODFN�RI�DFFXUDWH�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��,�PXVW�FRQFHGH�

that it is hardly possible to make any trustworthy conclusions on the topic. 

*HQGHU

Both the Social Demographic/Contact School and the Multi-Variable School believe that gender 

DIIHFWV�KRZ�D�*HUPDQ�ZLOO�SHUFHLYH�7XUNLVK�PLJUDQWV��%DFKHU�����������������)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�,�LQ-

FOXGHG�JHQGHU�DV�DQRWKHU�FRQWURO�YDULDEOH��2XW�RI�DOO�RI�WKH�RWKHU�YDULDEOHV�ZLWK�VWDWLVWLFDO�VLJQL¿FDQFH��

WKH�JHQGHU�YDULDEOH�KDG�WKH�PRVW�VLJQL¿FDQW�UHVXOWV��
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:KHQ�DVNHG�ZKHWKHU�7XUNH\�VKRXOG�EHFRPH�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�(8��WKHUH�ZDV�PRUH�WKDQ�D�����

GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�ZKR�VDLG�³1R�´�0RUH�WKDQ�����RI�PHQ�GLG�QRW�VXSSRUW�7XUN-

LVK�PHPEHUVKLS�DQG�RQO\�DURXQG�����RI�ZRPHQ�GLG�QRW��IHZHU�WKDQ�����RI�PHQ�VXSSRUWHG�7XUNLVK�

LQWHJUDWLRQ�LQWR�WKH�(8�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�����RI�ZRPHQ�GLG��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��DURXQG�����RI�ZRPHQ�ZHUH�

XQFHUWDLQ�DERXW�WKH�WRSLF��LQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�����RI�PHQ��:LWK�D�SUREDELOLW\�RI�RQO\������WKDW�WKHVH�

UHVXOWV�RFFXUUHG�E\�FKDQFH��ZH�FDQ�EH�SUHWW\�FHUWDLQ�WKDW�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�7XUNH\�MRLQLQJ�WKH�(XUR-

pean Union, men are more likely to be unsupportive of it and women more welcoming, if not more 

uncertain. 

When it comes to the discussion on whether all illegal immigrants in Germany should be deport-

HG��WKHUH�LV�QR�ORZHU�VLJQL¿FDQFH�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�UHVSRQVHV�RI�PHQ�YHUVXV�ZRPHQ�

on this particular topic. Responses to this question were similar to the questions about EU member-

VKLS�LQ�WKDW�PRUH�SHRSOH�LQ�ERWK�SDUWLHV�FKRVH�³1R´�UDWKHU�WKDQ�³<HV�´�+RZHYHU��WKH�PDUJLQ�EHWZHHQ�

ZRPHQ¶V�³1R´�DQG�³<HV´�UHVSRQVHV�ZDV�DERXW������ZKHUHDV�WKH�PDUJLQ�IRU�PHQ�ZDV�OHVV�WKDQ������

0RUHRYHU��RQO\�DURXQG�����RI�PHQ�ZHUH�XQFHUWDLQ�ZKHUHDV�DOPRVW�����RI�ZRPHQ�ZHUH��

*UDSK��

From this we can gather that women are more likely to be kind-hearted and lenient towards for-

eigners than are men. It must be pointed out that seeing as deportation is a much more serious topic 

than others, there is the potentiality that a person would be hesitant to choose the less politically-

correct option. 

Failed Variables

7KHUH�ZDV�QRW�D�VLQJOH�FKL�VTXDUH�ORZ�HQRXJK�WR�EH�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�IRU�WKH�DJH��LQFRPH��

friends, religiosity and prayer variables for any of the questions. Because of this, no further analysis 

was conducted. As for the contact variable, the only relationship found was with whether or not the 

6WDWH�VKRXOG�UHTXLUH�LPPLJUDQWV�WR�OHDUQ�*HUPDQ��+RZHYHU��WKLV�ZDV�PRVW�OLNHO\�EHFDXVH�DOO�RI�WKH�³,�

GRQ¶W�NQRZ´�DQVZHUV�ZHUH�ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�³RQFH�D�ZHHN´�JURXS��VHH�$SSHQGL[�9,,���,I�ZH�DUH�DVVXPLQJ�

that this survey is representative of the entirety of Germany, then the original hypothesis that those 

YDULDEOHV�LQÀXHQFH�KRZ�D�\RXWK�YLHZV�D�7XUN�LV�IDOVH���
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Implications

The results from this study are especially important considering the fact that it is the teens and 

���\HDU�ROGV�WKDW�DUH�WKH�¿UVW�SRVW�UHXQL¿FDWLRQ�JHQHUDWLRQ�ZKR�ZLOO�EH�MRLQLQJ�WKH�MRE�PDUNHW�VRRQ��

)RU�WKRVH�ZKR�UXQ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH��WKH�VHQWLPHQWV�RI�WKLV�JHQHUDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�HVSHFLDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�

for the future of the status of Turkish immigrants and relations between the Turkish Republic and the 

Federal Republic of Germany. It is these opinions that will impact the outcome of elections and shape 

the future decisions of politicians. Equally as important, establishing the source of xenophobia in this 

generation in particular, the German government might be able to implement policies that will lead 

WKH�FRXQWU\�GRZQ�D�SDWK�WKDW�LV�PRUH��RU�OHVV��RSHQ�WR�WKH�7XUNLVK�PLQRULW\�LQ�*HUPDQ\�DQG�7XUNH\��

,W�PXVW�EH�DGPLWWHG��KRZHYHU��WKDW�UHVXOWV�IURP�WKH�$//%86�DUH�PRUH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�*HUPDQ\��DO-

WKRXJK�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�WKH�\RXWK��DQG�WKDW�WKH�UHVXOWV�IURP�WKLV�VXUYH\�DUH�QRW�QHDUO\�HQRXJK�WR�EDVH�

any concrete hypotheses on. Nevertheless, the goal of the survey to discover what the German youth 

WKLQN�LV�GH¿QLWHO\�RQH�WR�EH�UHVHDUFKHG�LQ�PRUH�GHSWK��

If the results of this survey are to be true, we can expect a warming of relations between Germans 

and Turkish Germans in the coming years. This might allow a change in citizenship law, allowing for 

more Turks to become citizens. Islamic religious education might become an option in schools for 

those who opt for it, the Turkish language might be taught as one of the foreign languages and more 

SHRSOH�RI�7XUNLVK�GHFHQW�FRXOG�UXQ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�RI¿FH��2Q�WRS�RI�WKLV��WKH�EDQ�RQ�KHDGVFDUYHV�ZRUQ�E\�

professionals might be lifted and there might be more inter-marriages between Germans and Turks. 

1DPHV�OLNH�<D÷PXU�+HUUPDQQ�DQG�+HOPXW�<ÕOPD]�ZLOO�EHFRPH�PRUH�FRPPRQ��+RZHYHU��WKLV�LV�RQ�

WKH�FRQGLWLRQ�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�QR�RWKHU�RXWVLGH�LQÀXHQFHV�WR�FKDQJH�WKLV��,I�WKHUH�ZHUH�WR�EH�D�WHUURU-

ist attack on a European country by Turks or Muslims, sentiment could very well take a turn for the 

worse. 

Conclusion

This analysis focuses on which factors determine how German youth view the Turkish minority. 

2YHUDOO��WKH�VXUYH\�GLG�QRW�VKRZ�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�VLJQL¿FDQW�GLVWUXVW�DPRQJ�*HUPDQ�\RXWK�DQG�WKDW�

they did not believe there are too many Turks in Germany. This result contradicts previous studies 

concluding that anti-Turkish sentiment is rising, but does agree with the Pew Research Institute’s 

VXUYH\�IURP�������7KLV�SDUWLFXODU�¿QGLQJ��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�DJH��LQFRPH��IULHQGV��UHOLJLRVLW\��SUD\HU�IUH-

quency and contact variables with attitudes towards the Turks conclude that most of the hypothesis is 

false. Nevertheless, this study can be built upon in the future to see if, with a larger, more representa-

tive sample there actually are relationships between the chosen variables. But currently, as this was a 

student survey, we can only hypothesize further. 
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Appendix

Figure 1: English Survey

� ���'R�\RX�KDYH�*HUPDQ�FLWL]HQVKLS"���

  a. Yes   

  b. No 

 2. What is your gender:         

  a. Male         

  b. Female

� ���+RZ�ROG�DUH�\RX"�����

� � ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

� ���:KHUH�GLG�\RX�OLYH�IRU�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�\RXU�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRROLQJ"

  a. City:

  b. State:

  c. Country:

� ���+RZ�LPSRUWDQW�LV�UHOLJLRQ�LQ�\RXU�OLIH"�

  a. Very important

  b. Somewhat important

  c. Not too important

  d. Not at all important

� ���:KLFK�UHOLJLRQ�GR�\RX�LGHQWLI\�ZLWK"��

  a. Protestantism   

  b. Catholicism   

  c. Islam    

  d. Other:___________

� ���2XWVLGH�RI�DWWHQGLQJ�UHOLJLRXV�VHUYLFHV��GR�\RX�SUD\«

� � D��VHYHUDO�WLPHV�D�GD\"

� � E��RQFH�D�GD\"

� � F��D�IHZ�WLPHV�D�ZHHN"

� � G��RQFH�D�ZHHN�RU�OHVV"

� � H��1HYHU"

� ���:KDW�W\SH�RI�VFKRRO�GLG�\RX�JUDGXDWH�IURP�RU�DUH�\RX�FXUUHQWO\�DWWHQGLQJ"

  a. Gesamtschule

  b. Gymnasium

  c. Realschule

  d. Hauptschule

  e. University

  f. Hochschule

  g. Fachhochschule

  h. Berufsschule 

  i. Berufsakademie

  f. Fachschule 
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���:KDW�LV�WKH�QHW�PRQWKO\�KRXVHKROG�LQFRPH�RI�DOO�RI�WKH�PHPEHUV�RI�\RXU�KRXVHKROG�DIWHU�WD[HV�DQG�

VRFLDO�VHFXULW\"�

� D��8QGHU����¼

� E�������¼

� F�������¼

� G�������¼

� H�������¼

� I�������¼

� J�������¼

� K�������¼�RU�PRUH

10. Which political party do you support the most: 

 a. CDU/CSU

 b. SPD

 c. Die Linke

 d. FDP

 e. Die Grünen

 f. Other: ____________

����+DYH�\RX�KDG�7XUNLVK�FODVVPDWHV��IULHQGV�RU�FRZRUNHUV"���

 a. Yes   

 b. No

����+RZ�RIWHQ�GR�\RX�FRPH�LQ�FRQWDFW�����PLQXWHV�RU�PRUH��ZLWK�SHRSOH�IURP�7XUNH\"�

 a. Multiple times a day

 b. Once a day

 c. A few times a week

 d. Once a week

 e. Hardly ever

 f. Never

����6KRXOG�7XUNH\�EH�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�(8"���

 a. Yes

 b. No

 c. I don’t know

����6KRXOG�7XUNV�OLYLQJ�LQ�*HUPDQ\�EH�UHTXLUHG�WR�OHDUQ�*HUPDQ�LQ�VFKRRO"���

 a. Yes

 b. No

 c. I don’t know

����6KRXOG�*HUPDQ\�SD\�IRU�VFKRROLQJ�IRU�7XUNLVK�LPPLJUDQWV�WDXJKW�LQ�7XUNLVK"��

 a. Yes

 b. No

 c. I don’t know
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����6KRXOG�DOO�LOOHJDO�LPPLJUDQWV�LQ�*HUPDQ\�EH�GHSRUWHG"��

 a. Yes

 b. No

 c. I don’t know

����6KRXOG�*HUPDQ\�EDQ�DOO�IDFH�YHLOV"��

 a. Yes

 b. No

 c. I don’t know

����$UH�\RX�W\SLFDOO\�PLVWUXVWIXO�RI�7XUNV�WKDW�\RX�PHHW"

 a. Yes

 b. No

 c. I don’t know

����$UH�\RX�RI�WKH�RSLQLRQ�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�WRR�PDQ\�7XUNV�LQ�*HUPDQ\"

 a. Yes

 b. No

 c. I don’t know

����'R�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�DGGLWLRQ�FRPPHQWV�DERXW�WKLV�WRSLF"��

)LJXUH����*HUPDQ�6XUYH\

���%HVLW]HQ�6LH�HLQH�GHXWVFKH�6WDDWVE�UJHUVFKDIW"

 a. Ja

 b. Nein 

���6LQG�6LH�PlQQOLFK�RGHU�ZHLEOLFK"

� D��PlQQOLFK

 b. weiblich

���:LH�DOW�VLQG�6LH"�����

� ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

���:R�KDEHQ�6LH�GLH�0HKUKHLW�LKUHU�6HNXQGlUDXVELOGXQJ�YHUEUDFKW"

 a. Ort:

 b. Bundesland:

 c. Land:

���:LH�ZLFKWLJ�LVW�5HOLJLRQ�LQ�,KUHP�/HEHQ"

 a. Sehr wichtig

 b. Wichtig

 c. Ein wenig wichtig

 d. Gar nicht wichtig

���0LW�ZHOFKHU�5HOLJLRQ�LGHQWL¿]LHUHQ�6LH�VLFK"��

 a. Protestantismus   

 b. Katholizismus   

 c. Islam    

 d. Sonstige:___________
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���$X�HU�EHLP�*RWWHVGLHQVW��ZLH�RIW�EHWHQ�6LH"�

 a. Oft am Tag

 b. Einmal am Tag

 c. Mehrmals pro Woche

 d. Einmal pro Woche

 e. Selten

 f. Nie

���:DV�I�U�HLQH�6FKXOH�EHVXFKHQ�6LH�JHUDGH�2'(5�ZHQQ�6LH�IHUWLJ�PLW�GHU�6FKXOH�VLQG��YRQ�ZDV�I�U�

HLQHU�6FKXOH�KDEHQ�6LH�LKUHQ�$EVFKOXVV"

 a. Gesamtschule

 b. Gymnasium

 c. Realschule

 d. Hauptschule

 e. Hochschule

 f. Fachhochschule

 g. Berufsschule 

 h. Berufsakademie

 i. Fachschule 

� M��8QLYHUVLWlW

���:LH�ODXWHW�GDV�PRQDWOLFKH�+DXVKDOWVHLQNRPPHQ�DOOHU�GHU�0LWJOLHGHU�,KUHV�+DXVZHVHQV�QDFK�

6WHXHUQ�XQG�6R]LDOYHUVLFKHUXQJ"�

� D��:HQLJHU�DOV����¼

� E�����¼������¼

� F�������¼��������¼

� G�������¼��������¼

� H�������¼��������¼

� I�������¼��������¼

� J�������¼��������¼

� K�������¼��������¼

� L�������¼�RGHU�PHKU

����0LW�ZHOFKHU�SROLWLVFKHQ�3DUWHL�VFKOLH�HQ�6LH�VLFK�DP�PHLVWHQ�DQ"

 a. CDU/CSU

 b. SPD

 c. Die Linke

 d. FDP

 e. Die Grünen

 f. Sonstige: ____________

����+DEHQ�6LH�W�UNLVFKH�%HNDQQWHQ��0LWVFK�OHU��0LWDUEHLWHU�RGHU�)UHXQGH"

 a. Ja

 b. Nein
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����:LH�RIW�NRPPHQ�6LH�LQ�.RQWDNW�PLW�7�UNHQ��GUHL�LJ�0LQXWHQ�RGHU�OlQJHU�"�

 a. Oft am Tag

 b. Einmal am Tag

 c. Mehrmals pro Woche

 d. Einmal pro Woche

 e. Selten

 f. Nie

����6ROO�GLH�7�UNHL�HLQ�0LWJOLHG�GHU�(8�ZHUGHQ"

 a. Ja

 b. Nein 

� F��,FK�ZHL��QLFKW

����6ROOHQ�LQ�'HXWVFKODQG�OHEHQGH�7�UNHQ�YHUODQJW��'HXWVFK�DQ�GHU�6FKXOH�]X�OHUQHQ"�

 a. Ja

 b. Nein

� F��,FK�ZHL��QLFKW

����6ROO�'HXWVFKODQG�I�U�GLH�$XVELOGXQJ�W�UNLVFKHU�0LJUDQWHQ�EH]DKOHQ��GLH�DXI�7�UNLVFK�JHOHKUW�ZLUG"��

 a.Ja

 b. Nein

� F��,FK�ZHL��QLFKW

����6ROOHQ�6WDDWVDQJHK|ULJHQ�DQGHUHU�/lQGHU��GLH�LQ�'HXWVFKODQG�OHEHQ�DEHU�NHLQH�$XIHQWKDOWV-

EHQHKPLJXQJ�EHVLW]HQ��YRQ�'HXWVFKODQG�GHSRUWLHUW�ZHUGHQ"�

 a. Ja

 b. Nein

� F��,FK�ZHL��QLFKW

����6ROOHQ�.RSIW�FKHU�LQ�'HXWVFKODQG�YHUERWHQ�ZHUGHQ"

 a. Ja

 b. Nein

� F��,FK�ZHL��QLFKW

����%HJHJQHQ�6LH�HLQHP�7�UNHQ�LQ�'HXWVFKODQG�SULQ]LSLHOO�PLVVWUDXLVFK"

 a. Ja

 b. Nein

� F��,FK�ZHL��QLFKW

����+DEHQ�6LH�GDV�*HI�KO��GDVV�HV�EHUHLWV�]XYLHOH�7�UNHQ�LQ�'HXWVFKODQG�JLEW"

 a. Ja

 b. Nein

� F��,FK�ZHL��QLFKW

����,FK�Z�UGH�PLFK��EHU�]XVlW]OLFKH�.RPPHQWDUH�XQG�$QUHJXQJHQ��EHU�GLHVHV�7KHPD�IUHXHQ��:HQQ�

sie irgenwelche haben, bitte schreiben Sie sie im folgenden Platz. 
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Table 1 

Crosstab

Count

Are you of the opinion that there are currently too 

PDQ\�7XUNV�LQ�*HUPDQ\"

TotalYes No

I don’t 

know

How often do you come 

in contact with Turks for 

WKLUW\�PLQXWHV�RU�ORQJHU"

Multiple 

times a day 4 � 2 ��

Once a day 1 6 � 10

A few times 

a week 10 14 6 ��

Once a 

week 4 � 4 16

Hardly 

ever 11 �� 4 ��

Never � 2 0 �

Total �� �� �� 110

Table 2

Crosstab

Count

Should the State require immigrants to learn Ger-

PDQ"

TotalYes No I don’t know

How often do you come 

in contact with Turks for 

WKLUW\�PLQXWHV�RU�ORQJHU"

Multiple 

times a 

day �� 0 0 ��

Once a 

day 11 0 0 11

A few 

times a 

week �� 1 0 ��

Once a 

week �� 2 2 22

Hardly 

ever �� � 0 ��

Never � 0 0 �

Total 126 � 2 ���
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 THE STATE’S STRUGGLE
TO MASTER ASYMMETRICAL WARFARE

Joe Wisniewski

Abstract

7KH�ODVW�GHFDGH�RI�$PHULFDQ�PLOLWDU\�SROLF\�KDV�EHHQ�GHGLFDWHG�WR�¿JKWLQJ�DQ�HQLJPD�±KRZ�

WR�ZDJH�ZDU�DJDLQVW�DQ�HQHP\�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�WKLQN��DFW��RU�¿JKW�OLNH�ZH�GR��DQ�HQHP\�WKDW�ZHDUV�QR�

uniform, utilizes any tactic, and swears its allegiance not to a government, but an ideology. However, 

WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�KDV�QRW�MXVW�WURXEOHG�$PHULFD�WRGD\�LQ�WKH�WZHQW\�¿UVW�FHQWXU\��,W�KDV�WURXEOHG�HYHU\�

governmental entity since the city-state of Athens fought Melos over two thousand years ago. This 

enigma is asymmetrical warfare.

The only way to truly study asymmetrical warfare is to take into account its long history. Thus, 

WKLV�SDSHU�XWLOL]HV�D�GDWDVHW�WKDW�FRQWDLQV�DOPRVW�WZR�KXQGUHG�ZDUV�IRXJKW�VLQFH������LQ�RUGHU�WR�

measure the relationship between the duration of asymmetrical war and the state’s chances of victory. 

The results showcased little difference in the state’s percentage of victory for short and medium length 

wars. For wars over three years, the chances of victory for the state plunged by thirty-one percent. 

7KLV�³WKUHH�\HDU�VZLWFK´�¿WV�LQWR�H[LVWLQJ�PRGHOV�RQ�KRZ�WHUURULVP�LV�HIIHFWLYHO\�HYROYLQJ�WR�FRPEDW�

the state and provides another clue in the state’s struggle to master asymmetrical warfare.

Purpose and Overview

The aircraft hovered over an old abandoned home in the deserts of rural Afghanistan. Inside, a 

JURXS�RI�LQVXUJHQWV�EUDFHG�WKHPVHOYHV��+RXUV�EHIRUH��D�FRQYR\�RI�WUXFNV�KDG�EHHQ�VSUD\HG�E\�JXQ¿UH��

7KH�LQVXUJHQWV�UHVSRQVLEOH�KDG�ÀHG�WR�D�VPDOO�YLOODJH�PLOHV�DZD\�DQG�VRXJKW�UHIXJH��7KH\�FRXOG�KHDU�

the motor and knew what was to come. A split second later, the house exploded. Ironically, the year 

ZDV�QRW�������EXW������DV�WKH�%ULWLVK�GHVSHUDWHO\�KHOG�RQWR�WKHLU�FUXPEOLQJ�HPSLUH��1RU�ZDV�WKH�

attack conducted by an American drone, but with what the British considered a piece of untested tech-

QRORJ\�WKDW�ZRXOG�UHYROXWLRQL]H�ZDUIDUH�±�WKH�DLUSODQH��7KH�VLPLODULWLHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�GURQH�

FDPSDLJQ�DJDLQVW�WHUURULVP�DQG�WKH�%ULWLVK�(PSLUH¶V�³DLU�FRQWURO´�GRFWULQH�DUH�VWULNLQJ��7KH\�VHUYH�

as a reminder that the clash of terrorists and insurgents against the state is an age-old problem that 

troubled the ancient city-state of Athens in its war against Melos as much as it does America today. 

6XFK�ZDUV�DUH�EHWWHU�NQRZQ�DV�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUV��/RZWKHU¶V�GH¿QHV�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH�DV�IROORZV��

³,W�LQYROYHV�>D�VWDWH@�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�FRXQWHU�D�VW\OH�RI�ZDUIDUH�WKDW�LV�DOLHQ�DQG�XQIDPLOLDU�WR�WKHP�

FRQGXFWHG�E\�DQ�RSSRQHQW�WKDW�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�FRPSHWH�LI�LW�IRXJKW�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�WKDW�WKH�>WKH�

VWDWH@�SUHIHUUHG´���������%\�XVLQJ�/RZWKHU¶V�ZRUN�DV�D�IRXQGDWLRQ��WKLV�SDSHU�VHHNV�WR�XQFRYHU�WKH�

relationship between the length of asymmetrical warfare and its effect on the outcome of the war. Bur-

ied underneath these forgotten wars are clues to how the state can master this form of war. This paper 

attempts to discover some of these clues.
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This study’s hypothesis was that as asymmetrical wars get longer, the state’s chances of victory 

dramatically decrease. The study’s dependent variable was the outcome of the war, and the indepen-

GHQW�YDULDEOH�ZDV�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�ZDU��,�FRQWUROOHG�IRU�WKH�W\SH�RI�ZDU��FRORQLDO�RU�LPSHULDO���ZKR�

LQLWLDWHG�WKH�ZDU��DQG�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�DQRWKHU�VWDWH�LQWHUYHQHG��7KH�GDWDVHW�XVHG�ZDV�WKH�³H[WUD�VWDWH�

ZDUIDUH´�VHW�IURP�WKH�³&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU´�SURMHFW��,W�FRQWDLQV�DOPRVW�WZR�KXQGUHG�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUV�

JRLQJ�EDFN�DOO�WKH�ZD\�WR�������6WDUWHG�E\�'DYLG�6LQJHU��DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�VFKRODU�LQ�LQ-

WHUQDWLRQDO�SROLWLFV��LQ�������WKH�SURMHFW�KDV�JRQH�RQ�WR�LQÀXHQFH�KXQGUHGV�RI�SROLWLFDO�VFLHQWLVWV��7KH�

FUHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SURMHFW�DORQH�GUDPDWLFDOO\�LQFUHDVHG�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0LFKLJDQ¶V�ZRUOG�

SROLWLFV�SURJUDP��DQG�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�UHOLDEOH�VRXUFHV�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW���������

When I ran a crosstabulation and chi-square tests on my variables, I discovered that the hypoth-

esis was correct. As the war got longer, the state’s chances of victory decreased. What I did not expect 

was how rapidly this transition would occur. There was virtually no difference in chances of victory 

for any war shorter than three years. However, if a war were to last longer than three years the state’s 

FKDQFHV�RI�YLFWRU\�IHOO�E\������,W�ZDV�DOPRVW�DV�LI�D�³WKUHH�\HDU�VZLWFK´�KDG�EHHQ�DFWLYDWHG��,�GLVFRYHUHG�

WKDW�WKHVH�¿QGLQJV�ZRUNHG�LQ�WDQJHQW�ZLWK�RWKHU�VFKRODUV�VWXGLHV�RI�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH��H[SODLQLQJ�

how insurgent groups around the world are evolving to effectively combat the state. 

Literature Review

A Flawed View of Asymmetrical Warfare

$V�D�OLQH�RI�%ULWLVK�LQIDQWU\�PHQ�VORZO\�PDUFKHG�IRUZDUG�RQ�DQ�RSHQ�¿HOG��D�JURXS�RI�$PHULFDQ�

PLOLWLDPHQ�GLG�VRPHWKLQJ�UDGLFDO�IRU�WKH�WLPH�SHULRG��5DWKHU�WKDQ�PDUFKLQJ�LQ�IRUPDWLRQ�DQG�¿JKWLQJ�

the world’s strongest military head-on they utilized the forest as cover. Slowly, they picked off the 

British infantry until the enemy force collapsed. During our own revolutionary war, American militia-

PHQ�HQJDJHG�LQ�ZKDW�WRGD\�LV�EHWWHU�NQRZQ�DV�³DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH�´��,URQLFDOO\��WKHVH�YHU\�WDFWLFV�

are being used against our forces in Afghanistan. The purpose of this literature review is to the guide 

the reader through the historical, theoretical, and empirical perspectives of the study of this unique 

form of war. In constructing this literature review, I discovered a gap in the data and research. Few 

studies have looked at the history of asymmetrical war as a whole, and none have focused solely on 

testing the relationship between the length of war and the state’s chances of winning over hundreds of 

asymmetrical wars. 

This study, and the theory it is trying to investigate, stems from a wealth of past research on what 

KDV�EHHQ�FROORTXLDOO\�WHUPHG�WKH�³PDWKHPDWLFV�RI�ZDU�´��1XPHURXV�VWXGLHV�KDYH�VKRZQ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�

direct relation between insurgencies in asymmetrical war and patterns in the data that emerges from 

HYHU\�VXLFLGH�ERPELQJ��WR�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�¿UH¿JKW�EHWZHHQ�WHUURULVWV�DQG�WKH�VWDWH��*RXUOH\�HW�DO��

������&HGHUPDQ�������-RKQVRQ�HW�DO��������-RKQVWRQ��������7KURXJKRXW�WKHVH�VWXGLHV��HDFK�WHDP�

FLWHG�/HZLV�5LFKDUGVRQ¶V�WUHQGVHWWLQJ�HVVD\�ZKLFK�¿UVW�GLVFRYHUHG�ZDU¶V�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�SRZHU�ODZV�

��������,I�WKH�PDMRU�ZDUV�RI�WKH���th century were to be placed into a power law graph, the line would 

EH�GLDJRQDO��SORWWLQJ�PDMRU�ZDUV�ZLWK�OHVV�IUHTXHQF\�DQG�WKRVH�RI�ORZ�LQWHQVLW\�WR�EH�PXFK�PRUH�IUH-

TXHQW��5LFKDUGVRQ¶V�VWXG\�ZDV�MXVW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��VRRQ�SK\VLFLVWV��PLOLWDU\�RI¿FHUV��DQG�HFRQRPLVWV��

banded together to develop models to explain the order that was appearing in the data. Considering 

that Richardson’s conclusion states that low-intensity war or asymmetrical warfare will be more com-
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mon, it is important to deploy statistical analysis to discover whether the state’s attempts to master 

asymmetrical warfare are succeeding.

Power Laws and War

 The empirical study of asymmetrical warfare embraces a little-used concept in political 

VFLHQFH�±�SRZHU�ODZV��3RZHU�ODZV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�$UWKXU�6SLUOLQJ��VXJJHVW�D�GLUHFW�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�

WKH�IUHTXHQF\�RI�DQ�HYHQW�DQG�LWV�VL]H���������,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��SROLWLFDO�VFLHQWLVWV�FDQ�ORRN�DW�WKH�GDWD�RI�

any war and accurately summarize its outcome, or even theorize and attempt to predict future events. 

:DU�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�IHZ�VXEMHFWV�WKDW�KDYH�VHHQ�SRZHU�ODZV�XVHG�IUHTXHQWO\��$UPHG�ZLWK�VXFK�NQRZO-

edge, numerous studies have utilized power laws to discover that insurgents1 across the world operate 

in extremely similar ways. 

8VLQJ�WKH�IUHTXHQF\�RI�DWWDFNV�DQG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FDXVDOLWLHV�LQÀLFWHG��-RKQVRQ�HW�DO��GLVFRYHUHG�

that the counterinsurgency wars being waged in Colombia and Iraq showed the same power-law 

EHKDYLRU���������,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH�LQVXUJHQWV�LQ�ERWK�ZDUV�ZHUH�H[HFXWLQJ�WKH�VDPH�PRGHO�RI�ZDU��

7KH\�KDG�HYROYHG�WR�HIIHFWLYHO\�¿JKW�WKH�VWDWH��,Q�WKH�VWXG\��ERWK�WKH�LQVXUJHQWV�LQ�&RORPELD�DQG�,UDT�

KDG�D�YHU\�VLPLODU�IUHTXHQF\�RI�DWWDFNV��7KHUH�ZHUH�YHU\�IHZ�ODUJH�DWWDFNV��EXW�WKRXVDQGV�RI�OLJKW�³KLW�

DQG�UXQ´�DWWDFNV�WKDW�VORZO\�ZHDNHQHG�WKH�VWDWH���������)RU�-RKQVRQ¶V�WHDP��WKLV�ZDV�D�VKRFNLQJ�

development because the wars in Colombia and Iraq were started for different reasons, in geographi-

cally distinct places. 

Taking this further, Sean Gourley et al. discovered the same phenomena in their study, except 

WKDW�WKH\�FROOHFWHG�GDWD�IURP�D�PXFK�ODUJHU�GDWDVHW�DQG�DSSOLHG�WKH�SRZHU�ODZ��$IWHU�UHDI¿UPLQJ�WKH�

study by Johnson’s team, they continued to form a model for terrorist behavior. They theorized that 

insurgents who survive the onslaught of military power by the state have developed organizational 

VWUXFWXUHV�WKDW�DUH�XQLWHG�HQRXJK�WR�HIIHFWLYHO\�¿JKW�WKH�VWDWH��EXW�IUDJPHQWHG�HQRXJK�WKDW�WKH\�FDQ�

QHYHU�EH�HDVLO\�WDUJHWHG���������:KHQ�WKH\�DQDO\]HG�WKH�SRZHU�ODZ�UHODWLRQVKLS�LQ�WKH�JOREDO�ZDU�RQ�

WHUURU��WKH\�GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW�$O�4DHGD�KDG�GHYHORSHG�VXFK�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�PRGHO��������

Cederman details a practical analogy for power laws. In his study, he found that traditional ways 

of looking at war see world politics as billiard balls, when one ball slams into another it causes a chain 

effect. Power laws are much more like moving sand piles. Individually grains of sand shift in a pile, 

barely changing the status quo. Over time, however, these individual grains can create an avalanche 

WKDW�WUDQVODWHV�LQWR�VLJQL¿FDQW�SROLWLFDO�UDPL¿FDWLRQV���������+LV�DQDORJ\�H[SODLQV�KRZ�D�VHULHV�RI�ZHOO�

timed, but small terrorist attacks can create massive power shifts. For instance, during the initial in-

YDVLRQ�RI�$IJKDQLVWDQ��WKH�7DOLEDQ�DQG�$O�4DHGD�LQVXUJHQFLHV�ZHUH�LQLWLDOO\�ZLSHG�RXW��+RZHYHU��RYHU�

time, their collective hit and run tactics completely changed the tide of the war. 

Based on the empirical studies listed above, the general consensus is that insurgents show 

XQLYHUVDO�SDWWHUQV�RI�EHKDYLRU�LQ�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH��,Q�RUGHU�WR�VXUYLYH�¿JKWLQJ�DJDLQVW�WKH�VWDWH��

insurgencies become fragmented enough so that they are hard to target and united enough that they 

FDQ�PRXQW�HI¿FLHQW�FRXQWHUDWWDFNV��

�� �7KLV�SDSHU�DFFHSWV�%DUG�2¶1HLO¶V�GH¿QLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�LQVXUJHQF\�DQG�WHUURULVP��2¶1HLO�GH¿QHV�LQVXU-
JHQF\�DV�³a struggle between a non-ruling group and the ruling authorities in which the non-ruling group consciously uses political 
UHVRXUFHV�DQG�YLROHQFH�WR�GHVWUR\��UHIRUPXODWH��RU�VXVWDLQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�OHJLWLPDF\�RI�RQH�RU�PRUH�DVSHFWV�RI�SROLWLFV´���������2QH�VXFK�
WDFWLF�RI�LQVXUJHQWV�LV�WHUURULVP��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��LQ�WRGD\¶V�FRQÀLFW�DJDLQVW�WHUURULVP�WKH�OLQHV�EHWZHHQ�WHUURULVWV�DQG�LQVXUJHQWV�FDQ�EH�
KDUG�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK��$V�D�UHVXOW��³WHUURULVW´�DQG�³LQVXUJHQW´�DUH�XVHG�LQWHUFKDQJHDEO\�LQ�WKLV�SDSHU��
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The Rich History of Asymmetrical Warfare

The historical perspective of asymmetrical warfare destroys the popular notion that the wars 

IDFLQJ�$PHULFD�WRGD\�KDYH�QR�FRPSDULVRQ�DQG�UHYHDOV�ZK\�YLFWRU\�FDQ�EH�VR�GLI¿FXOW�WR�DFKLHYH�IRU�

the state. This notion emerges from America’s historic short-term memory. Corum and Johnson 

FRPSLOHG�D�GHWDLOHG�KLVWRU\�RI�WKLV�IRUJRWWHQ�SDVW�LQ�$LUSRZHU�LQ�6PDOO�:DUV���������7KH�ZRUN�SRLQWV�

WR�$PHULFD¶V�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�SXUVLQJ�0H[LFDQ�UHEHO�IRUFHV�LQ������E\�WKH�8�6�$UP\��WKH�8�6��0DULQHV�

¿JKWLQJ�'RPLQLFDQ�DUP\�LUUHJXODUV�LQ�������RU�WKH�ORQJ�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDU�LQ�1LFDUDJXD�WKDW�ODVWHG�IRU�

RYHU�D�GHFDGH�ZLWK�RYHU�QLQH�LQWHUYHQWLRQV���������

%\�������WKH�8�6��0DULQHV�KDG�VR�PXFK�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH�WKDW�WKH\�SXEOLVKHG�

WKH�6PDOO�:DUV�0DQXDO��ZKLFK�GLUHFWO\�ZDUQHG�IXWXUH�PLOLWDU\�RI¿FHUV�WKDW�WKH�SROLWLFDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�

VSKHUHV�ZHUH�MXVW�DV�LPSRUWDQW��LI�QRW�PRUH�VR��WKDQ�PLOLWDU\�YLFWRULHV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�ZLQ�LQ�DV\PPHWULFDO�

ZDUIDUH���������6RPH�FKDSWHUV�LQ�WKH�PDQXDO�UHDG�DV�LI�LW�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�LQ�WKH�WZHQW\�¿UVW�FHQWXU\��XQWLO�

one turns the page and discovers a chapter on how to care for military horses. 

The Tet Offensive highlighted this disparity between military might and political will. On one 

KDQG��WKH�DWWDFN�FRPSOHWHO\�VXUSULVHG�WKH�$PHULFDQ�IRUFHV��EXW�ZDV�TXLFNO\�FRQWDLQHG��LQÀLFWLQJ�PDV-

sive casualties on the communist North Vietnamese army. However, from a political perspective, the 

offensive turned the American people against the war. This historical example suggests that because 

the state actor is already seen as a more legitimate force, the standards of victory on both the military, 

economic, and political fronts are much higher than those of an insurgency. 

In Sarah Sewall’s introduction to the U.S. Army and Marine Corps’ Counterinsurgency Field 

0DQXDO��VKH�GLUHFWO\�FDOOV�LQWR�TXHVWLRQ�WKH�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�YLFWRU\�IRU�D�VWDWH�DFWRU�LQ�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDU-

fare. Some analysts, particularly neoconservatives, believe in unleashing the full power of the United 

States military to completely destroy insurgencies and establish unquestionable victory. It is a black 

DQG�ZKLWH�YLHZ�RQ�D�FRPSOH[�W\SH�RI�ZDUIDUH��6HZDOO�FRXQWHUV�WKDW�WKLV�³UHMHFWV�WKH�FHQWUDO�WUXWK�WKDW�

counterinsurgency is largely a political exercise. It also demands that Americans abandon their core 

YDOXHV��7R�VDYH�RXUVHOYHV��ZH�ZRXOG�GHVWUR\�RXU�VRXOV´���������7KLV�LV�RQH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�WKH�VWDQGDUGV�

of victory are much higher for state; they are the legitimate actor with a set of core values; they are the 

RQHV�ZKR�PXVW�DQVZHU�WR�WKH�JOREDO�FRPPXQLW\�LI�WKH\�FRPPLW�KRUUL¿F�ZDU�FULPHV��

Bruce Hoffman, the Director of the Center for Security Studies at Georgetown University, further 

explains this higher standard of victory. According to Hoffman and Moshe Ya’alon, the former Chief 

of Staff of the Israel Defense Forces, insurgents and terrorists see states within the context of the 

³6SLGHU�ZHE�WKHRU\�´�/LNH�WKH�VWDWH��VSLGHU�ZHEV�DSSHDU�WR�EH�VWURQJ�DQG�VWDEOH��EXW�D�VLPSOH�PRWLRQ�

of one’s hand can cause the entire web to collapse. In other words, insurgents see citizens in the West-

HUQ�ZRUOG�DV�³VHOI�VDWLV¿HG��FRPIRUWDEOH��DQG�SDPSHUHG�WR�WKH�SRLQW�ZKHUH�WKH\�KDG�JRQH�VRIW´��������

�����:KHQ�WKH�6SLGHU�ZHE�WKHRU\�LV�FRPELQHG�ZLWK�WKH�GHPRFUDWLF�:HVWHUQ�ZRUOG��LW�JLYHV�LQVXUJHQWV�

a further advantage of eroding the public’s support, making it easier to manipulate the standards of 

victory in their favor. 

,V�$V\PPHWULFDO�:DU�³1HZ´�RU�D�5HSHDW�RI�WKH�3DVW"

Finally, the theoretical perspective of asymmetric warfare further erodes the many misconcep-

tions about insurgents. John Robb illustrated one such misconception. Robb believes we are entering 
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D�³QHZ´�HUD�RI�ZDU��+H�DUJXHV�WKDW�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH�KDV�EHFRPH�HPSRZHUHG�E\�JOREDOL]DWLRQ��

DGGLQJ�WR�WKH�PLVUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�³QHZ´�IRUP�RI�ZDU���,QVXUJHQWV�XWLOL]HG�ZKDW�LV�FDOOHG�³V\VWHP�

GLVUXSWLRQ´�WR�H[SORLW�WKH�ZRUOG¶V�FRQQHFWLYLW\���������)RU�LQVWDQFH��GHVWUR\LQJ�DQ�RLO�UH¿QHU\�KDV�

ULSSOH�HIIHFWV�QRW�MXVW�LQ�WKH�WDUJHW�FRXQWU\��EXW�DOVR�DFURVV�WKH�ZRUOG��,Q�WKH�����V��$PHULFD�IRXJKW�

LQVXUJHQWV�LQ�1LFDUDJXD�ZKR�XVHG�VLPLODU�WDFWLFV��&RUXP�DQG�-RKQVRQ����������

*RLQJ�D�VWHS�IXUWKHU��WKH�8�6��$UP\�DQG�0DULQ�&RUSV�&RXQWHULQVXUJHQF\�)LHOG�0DQXDO��������

directly explains the theoretical paradoxes of counterinsurgency campaigns. For instance, the manual 

VWDWHV�WKDW�³VRPH�RI�WKH�EHVW�ZHDSRQV�IRU�FRXQWHULQVXUJHQWV�GR�QRW�VKRRW´�RU�³VRPHWLPHV��WKH�PRUH�

IRUFH�LV�XVHG��WKH�OHVV�HIIHFWLYH�LW�LV´�������������7KHUH�LV�QR�GRXEW�WKDW�JOREDOL]DWLRQ�KDV�KHLJKWHQHG�

the lethality of insurgents, but the U.S. military disagrees with Robb’s bold hypothesis. By under-

VWDQGLQJ�WKDW�WKHVH�ZDUV�DUH�QRW�³QHZ´�EXW�³GLIIHUHQW�´�WKH�PLOLWDU\�KDG�EHJXQ�XQUDYHOLQJ�WKH�SX]]OH��

EXW�PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�QHZ�WKHRULHV�FDPH�DIWHU�\HDUV�RI�LQWHQVH�¿JKWLQJ�LQ�,UDT�DQG�$IJKDQLVWDQ��6DGO\��

the counterinsurgency manual does not cover whether or not the length of war will affect its outcome. 

The work focuses on the theory of counterinsurgency and the practical application of such ideas in the 

¿HOG��

After reviewing the current literature on asymmetrical warfare, it is suggested that my study de-

sign is unique, for few studies take into account the asymmetrical wars that go back centuries. Many 

studies describe complex models for how terrorists operate, but these models do not go into much 

detail about how the terrorists reach that point. In addition, the historical evidence suggests that there 

will be a direct relationship between the length of a war and its outcome. There is room within the 

literature for a study on the length of war to add to the discussion. 

Study Design

Theory and Expectations 

The following study design focuses on the following hypothesis: in comparing asymmetrical 

ZDUV��WKRVH�WKDW�DUH�VKRUWHU�LQ�GXUDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�IDYRU�YLFWRU\�E\�WKH�VWDWH�WKDQ�FRQÀLFWV�

that are longer in duration. The null hypothesis of this research is: in comparing asymmetrical wars, 

FRQÀLFWV�WKDW�DUH�VKRUWHU�LQ�GXUDWLRQ�ZLOO�QRW�KDYH�DQ�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�VWDWH¶V�FKDQFHV�RI�YLFWRU\���

Consistently, each study in the literature review developed models that described insurgencies 

DV�VHOI�RUJDQL]HG�JURXSV��ZKLFK�FRQVWDQWO\�HYROYH�DQG�DGDSW�WR�WKH�VWDWH¶V�WDFWLFV�RQ�WKH�EDWWOH¿HOG�LQ�

RUGHU�WR�VXUYLYH��*RXUOH\�HW�DO���������7KLV�VWXG\�GHVLJQ�WKHRUL]HV�WKDW�VXFK�DQ�LQVXUJHQW�JURXS�LV�GH-

signed from the ground up to trap the state in a long lasting war of attrition. This is especially effective 

against democracies, where long, bloody, and costly asymmetrical wars can turn the public against 

WKHLU�OHDGHUV��-RKQVWRQ��������

Since wars of attrition are unattractive to most militaries, many states attempt to set limited 

REMHFWLYHV�DQG�IRFXV�VROHO\�RQ�FRXQWHUWHUURULVP�UDWKHU�WKDQ�QDWLRQ�EXLOGLQJ��6XFK�WDFWLFV�IROORZ�WKH�

UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�OLVWHG�LQ�$LUSRZHU�LQ�6PDOO�:DUV��ZKLFK�DQDO\]HG�WKH�XVH�RI�DLU�IRUFHV�WR�¿JKW�

insurgencies throughout the 20th�FHQWXU\��&RUXP�DQG�-RKQVRQ���������7KH�VWXG\�GHVLJQ�VHHNV�WR�VKRZ�

WKDW�E\�IROORZLQJ�VXFK�VWHSV��VWDWHV�FDQ�OLPLW�WKHLU�UROH�LQ�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH�DQG�HPSOR\�D�³JHW�LQ�

DQG�JHW�RXW´�DWWLWXGH��DQG�WKXV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�ERRVW�WKHLU�FKDQFHV�RI�YLFWRU\��7KLV�K\SRWKHVLV�LV�EDVHG�RQ�

the assumption that the state tries to avoid a long-term war, as they have very limited resources, with 
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a public that apply pressure regardless of government type. Based on these recommendations, and the 

notion that insurgencies purposefully organize themselves so that they can slowly bleed out the state, 

WKLV�VWXG\�VHHNV�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�MXVW�KRZ�HIIHFWLYH�VKRUWHQLQJ�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH�LV�IRU�WKH�VWDWH��

Operationalization and Measurement of Concepts

7KLV�VWXG\�ZLOO�EH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�³&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU´�3URMHFW�DQG�XWLOL]H�WKH�³H[WUD�VWDWH�ZDU´�GDWD-

VHW���7KLV�GDWDVHW�WUDFNV�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH�IURP������XQWLO�������6DUNHHV�DQG�:D\PDQ��������7KH�

GHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH�ZLOO�EH�WKH�³RXWFRPH´�RI�WKH�ZDU��2XWFRPH�LV�FRGHG�LQWR�VHYHQ�GLIIHUHQW�SRVVLELOL-

ties: victory for the state, victory for the non-state actor, compromise, the war changes into another 

W\SH�RI�ZDUIDUH��WKH�ZDU�LV�RQJRLQJ�DV�RI�������VWDOHPDWH��DQG�WKH�FRQÀLFW�KDV�OHVVHQ�LQ�LQWHQVLW\�VR�

PXFK�VR�WKDW�LW�IDLOV�WR�EH�FODVVL¿HG�DV�D�ZDU��,Q�WKH�VWXG\��WKH�UHVHDUFKHUV�GHWHUPLQHG�LI�WKH�VWDWH�ZRQ�

EDVHG�RQ�³FRPPRQ�NQRZOHGJH´�DW�WKH�WLPH��6XFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDV�WDNHQ�IURP�QHZVSDSHUV��PLOLWDU\�

UHSRUWV��DFWXDO�EDWWOH¿HOG�UHSRUWV��DQG�RWKHU�VRXUFHV��%HFDXVH�RXWFRPH�KDV�VHYHQ�GLIIHUHQW�HOHPHQWV�LW�

is a nominal-level variable. 

2XU�LQGHSHQGHQW�YDULDEOH�ZLOO�EH�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�WLPH��LQ�GD\V��WKDW�WKH�ZDU�ODVWHG��7KH�³&RUUHODWHV�

of War” study breaks down the duration of the war based on the following variables: startday1, start-

PRQWK���VWDUW\HDU���DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�HQG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�SHULRG�RI�¿JKWLQJ��6LQFH�DV\PPHWUL-

FDO�ZDUIDUH�WHQGV�WR�VHH�F\FOHV�RI�LQWHQVH�¿JKWLQJ��WKH�VWXG\�EURNH�WKHVH�YDULDEOHV�LQWR�JURXSV�RI�VWDUW�

and end periods. Thus, other variables included startday2, startmonth2, and so on, which represented 

D�UHWXUQ�WR�¿JKWLQJ�DIWHU�D�EULHI�SHULRG�RI�SHDFH��7KH�³&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU´�FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�³VWDUW´�RI�D�

ZDU�EDVHG�RQ�ZKHQ�DFWXDO�SK\VLFDO�¿JKWLQJ�RFFXUUHG��$V�IRU�WKH�¿QDO�³HQG�´�WKH�SURMHFW�GHWHUPLQHG�

the ending based on the signing of peace agreement, retreat, or destruction of all enemy forces. No 

SURMHFW��KRZHYHU��JLYHV�SHUIHFWO\�LPSDUWLDO�GDWD��&RQVLGHULQJ�WKH�YDVW�DPRXQW�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ��LW�LV�

quite possible that the start and end dates may be inaccurate. However, considering the reputation of 

WKH�³&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU´�SURMHFW��DQG�LWV�H[LVWHQFH�IRU�DOPRVW�KDOI�D�FHQWXU\��WKHUH�LV�QR�EHWWHU�VRXUFH�WR�

turn to.

7KLV�VWXG\�ZLVKHV�WR�WDNH�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�FRQGHQVH�LW�LQWR�RQH�VLQJOH�YDULDEOH��GXUDWLRQ��LQ�

GD\V��IRU�HYHU\�ZDU�LQ�WKH�VWXG\��7KXV��RQ�HDFK�ZDU��,�VLPSO\�DGGHG�WRJHWKHU�WKH�WRWDO�DPRXQW�RI�GD\V�

RI�WKH�ZDU��)URP�WKHUH��,�UHFRGHG�WKH�GXUDWLRQ�LQWR�DQ�RUGLQDO�YDULDEOH�ZLWK�WKUHH�FDWHJRULHV��³VKRUW�

ZDUV´�ZKLFK�ZLOO�UDQJH�IURP�RQH�WR�RQH�KXQGUHG�GD\V��³PHGLXP�ZDUV´�ZKLFK�ZLOO�UDQJH�IURP�RQH�

KXQGUHG�GD\V�WR�WKUHH�\HDUV��DQG�³ORQJ�ZDUV´�ZKLFK�ZLOO�ODVW�ORQJHU�WKDQ�WKUHH�\HDUV��7KH�ORQJHVW�ZDU�

LQ�WKH�VWXG\�ZDV�WKH�$QJRODQ�3RUWXJXHVH�:DU�IURP������WR�������IRU�D�WRWDO�RI�WKLUWHHQ�\HDUV��

Research Design

7KH�³&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU´�SURMHFW�SURYLGHV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�H[WHQVLYH�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQV�RQ�ZDU��7KH�

particular dataset being used contains almost two hundred extra-state wars from almost two centuries 

RI�ZDUIDUH��6DUNHHV�DQG�:D\PDQ��������7KH�UHVHDUFK�GHVLJQ�UHYROYHV�DURXQG�D�FKL�VTXDUH�WHVW�WR�

evaluate the relationship between the two nominal variables while controlling for whether the war was 

³FRORQLDO´�RU�³LPSHULDO´�LQ�QDWXUH��ZKHWKHU�WKH�ZDU�ZDV�VWDUWHG�E\�WKH�VWDWH��WKH�LQLWLDWRU�RI�WKH�ZDU���

DQG�¿QDOO\�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�RWKHU�VWDWHV�LQWHUYHQHG��

³&RORQLDO´�ZDUV�LQ�WKH�VWXG\�LQYROYH�D�VWDWH�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�ZDUIDUH�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�GHIHQGLQJ�WHUUL-

WRU\�LQ�WKH�HPSLUH��$�JRRG�H[DPSOH�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�%ULWLVK�WDFWLF�RI�³DLU�FRQWURO´�±�WKH�XVH�RI�DLU�SRZHU�
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WR�ERPEDUG�D�SRSXODWLRQ�LQWR�VXEPLVVLRQ�±�DJDLQVW�LQVXUJHQWV�LQ�ZKDW�ZDV�WKHQ�LWV�WHUULWRU\�LQ�,UDT�LQ�

WKH�����V��³,PSHULDO´�ZDUV�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��LQYROYH�D�VWDWH�LQYDGLQJ�D�WHUULWRU\�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�FRQ-

quering it militarily, culturally, and/or economically. For instance, the dataset considers the American 

ZDU�LQ�,UDT�WR�EH�DQ�³LPSHULDO´�ZDU��7KH�VWXG\�GHVLJQ�VHHNV�WR�VHH�LI�VWDWHV�KDYH�KLVWRULFDOO\�SHUIRUPHG�

better in colonial wars when placed in a more defensive role, rather than an offensive role in imperial 

ZDUV��6DUNHHV�DQG�:D\PDQ��������

This study design will utilize the chi-square test and run crosstabulations. This test will showcase 

ZKHWKHU�WKH�QXOO�K\SRWKHVLV�KDV�DQ\�VWDQGLQJ�DQG�DVVLVWV�LQ�GLVFRYHULQJ�WKH�JRRGQHVV�RI�¿W�EHWZHHQ�

what is observed in the data and what the study design expects. First, I will run a chi-square on my 

main independent and dependent variable. Following this, I will employ the same tests on my con-

WUROV�WR�VHH�LI�WKHUH�LV�DQ\�VWDWLVWLFDOO\�VLJQL¿FDQW�UHODWLRQVKLS��7KH�FKL�VTXDUH�WHVW�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�EHVW�

possible methods to discover the probability of state victory given certain variables. In addition, if the 

null hypothesis is correct, it would be possible to convert other variables into nominal ones and run 

the test again to attempt to uncover what exactly assists the state in winning asymmetrical wars. 

Analysis and Conclusion

Analysis

 In the previous sections, I predicted that the longer the state engages in asymmetrical war-

IDUH�WKH�OHVV�OLNHO\�WKH\�ZLOO�DFKLHYH�YLFWRU\��7KH�QRWLRQ�ZDV�WKDW�DV�VWDWHV�H[SDQG�WKHLU�REMHFWLYHV�LQ�DQ�

asymmetrical war, such as state building and spreading democracy, they leave themselves vulnerable 

to becoming trapped in their own goals as a war of attrition sets in. Using the extra-state Correlates 

of War dataset, I ran a crosstabulation on the relationship of the duration of the war compared to the 

outcome of the war. 

$V�VWDWHG�EHIRUH��WKH�GDWDVHW�VSOLWV�RXWFRPH�LQWR�VHYHQ�JURXSV��³6LGH�$�:LQV´�UHSUHVHQWV�D�YLFWRU\�

IRU�WKH�VWDWH��DQG�³6LGH�%�:LQV´�UHSUHVHQWV�D�YLFWRU\�IRU�D�QRQ�VWDWH�DFWRU��,�GHFLGHG�DJDLQVW�YLHZLQJ�

the outcome of the war in black and white. Due to the research done by the Counterinsurgency Field 

0DQXDO��%UXFH�+RIIPDQ��FRPELQHG�ZLWK�WKH�SUDFWLFDO�H[SHULHQFH�RI�0RVKH�<D¶DORQ��DQG�WKH�³6SLGHU�

web theory” discussed in the literature review, it is highly supported that the standards of state victory 

are much higher than those of an illegitimate insurgency. 

%\�DSSO\LQJ�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�WR�WKH�³&RUUHODWHV�RI�:DU´��,�FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�YDOXHV�DV�ORVVHV�

for the state: the insurgents earn a clear victory, a compromise, having the war transfer into another 

W\SH�RI�ZDU��WKH�ZDU�LV�RQJRLQJ�DV�RI�������DQG�D�VWDOHPDWH��,I�WKH�VWDWH�PXVW�FRPSURPLVH�ZLWK�D�QRQ�

state actor, the legitimacy of the government is potentially ruined, resulting in a political defeat. If the 

war is transformed into another type of war, it means the insurgency has amassed so much support 

that they can engage the state in conventional battle. Thus, the state has failed to contain their op-

SRQHQWV��DQG�WKLV�RQFH�DJDLQ�UHSUHVHQWV�D�IRUP�RI�GHIHDW��7KH�¿QDO�YDOXH�LV�ZDUV�WKDW�DUH�RQJRLQJ�DV�RI�

������7KHVH�ZDUV�DUH�WKH�UHFHQWO\�HQGHG�ZDU�LQ�,UDT��DQG�WKH�FXUUHQW�ZDU�LQ�$IJKDQLVWDQ��7KH�ZDU�LQ�

,UDT�UHFHQWO\�HQGHG�ZLWK�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�SXOOLQJ�RXW�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\�ZLWK�D�OLVW�RI�REMHFWLYHV�QRW�DF-

FRPSOLVKHG��OHDYLQJ�EHKLQG�D�IUDJLOH�JRYHUQPHQW��$IJKDQLVWDQ¶V�IXWXUH�LV�LQ�MHRSDUG\��:LWK�D�IXOO�VFDOH�

withdraw planned for 2014, Afghanistan’s military still barely functions and our own soldiers are be-

LQJ�VKRW�E\�$IJKDQ�PLOLWDU\�WUDLQHHV�LQ�KRUUL¿F�³JUHHQ�RQ�EOXH´�VLWXDWLRQV���7KXV��ERWK�ZDUV�IDOO�XQGHU�
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the categories of defeat for the state or stalemate, and I considered these as a victory for the non-state 

actor. Finally, I considered stalemate as a victory for the non-state actor since the state’s inability to 

end a war against insurgents also ruins its legitimacy. 

$W�¿UVW��LW�PD\�DSSHDU�WKDW�,�DP�VWDFNLQJ�WKH�GHFN�LQ�IDYRU�RI�P\�K\SRWKHVLV�E\�FRQVLGHULQJ�VL[�

out of the seven outcomes in the dataset as victory for the insurgency. However, considering the mass 

differences between the well-armed, well-funded, and politically legitimate state, and the typical 

underfunded armed forces of an insurgency, I stand by my assessment. Furthermore, the state is far 

more vulnerable to defeat because it has so much more to lose than an insurgency, which has every-

thing to gain by winning, at any cost. This was seen in the works of Sewell and the spider-web theory. 

Thus, the only way for a state to achieve victory over an insurgency is to completely defeat them. For 

the insurgents, however, the threshold of victory is much smaller since they have little to lose.  

�$IWHU�UXQQLQJ�D�FKL�VTXDUH�WHVW��,�FDQ�UHMHFW�WKH�QXOO�K\SRWKHVLV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�UHODWLRQVKLS�

between the length of a war and the states chances of victory. With a p-value of .000 it is clear that a 

relationship exists between my independent and dependent variables. My Pearson Chi-square value 

WRWDOHG�DW���������D�YHU\�KLJK�UDWH�WKDW�UHLQIRUFHV�WKH�S�YDOXH��7KH�5�VTXDUH�35(�PHDVXUH�RI�DVVRFLD-

WLRQ�ZDV�������JLYLQJ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�D�³ZHDN´�VWUHQJWK��7KH�FKL�VTXDUH�WHVW�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKH�FKDQFHV�

RI�VWDWH�VXFFHVV�DIWHU�WKUHH�\HDUV�RI�ZDU�GURSV�GUDPDWLFDOO\��2XW�RI�¿IW\�ORQJ�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUV��RQO\�

QLQHWHHQ�QDWLRQV�KDYH�DFKLHYHG�YLFWRU\�VLQFH�������

My results, however, held a few surprises. Ironically, proportionally speaking, states have fared 

equally well in both short and medium length asymmetrical wars. In asymmetrical wars lasting less 

WKDQ�KXQGUHG�GD\V��WHUPHG�DV�³VKRUW´��WKH�VWDWH�ZRQ�����RI�WKH����ZDUV�LQ�WKLV�JURXS��)RU�ZDUV�

ODVWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�KXQGUHG�GD\V�DQG���\HDUV��WHUPHG�DV�³PHGLXP´��WKH�VWDWH�ZRQ�DERXW�����RI�WKH����

wars in this group. Before I ran my test, I had assumed that short wars would show an overwhelming 

percentage of state victories, whereas medium length wars would show a decrease in state victories. 

This did indeed occur, but by a minor three percent. In war a switch seems to be triggered after three 

\HDUV�RI�ZDUIDUH��7KH�TXHVWLRQ�LV�ZKDW�LV�WKLV�VZLWFK�WKDW�VHHV�D�GUDPDWLF�GURS�WR�RQO\�D�����FKDQFH�RI�

YLFWRU\"�

To further test these results, I selected three control variables: the type of war, whether another 

state intervened in the war, and whether the state started the war. The most dramatic conclusions 

emerged from the type of war. The dataset considered wars like the U.S. invasion of Iraq as impe-

rial and other wars such as the British Empire’s air control wars as colonial. Imperial wars show a 

VLJQL¿FDQW�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�VWDWH¶V�FKDQFHV�RI�YLFWRU\�GXULQJ�PHGLXP�ZDUV��7KLV�PD\�RFFXU�EHFDXVH�WKH�

insurgency has not been able to effectively rally the support of the local population. Colonial wars fol-

ORZ�P\�RULJLQDO�K\SRWKHVLV��EXW�WKH�³WKUHH�\HDU�VZLWFK´�HIIHFW�LV�QRW�DV�GUDPDWLF��7KLV�PD\�EH�UHODWHG�

to the fact that in a colonial war the state has already established a framework or working relation-

ship with the local population.  The other two controls show supporting evidence for my original 

K\SRWKHVLV��7KH�RQO\�FRQWURO�WKDW�ZDV�QRW�VLJQL¿FDQW�ZDV�WKH�QRW�KDYLQJ�DQRWKHU�VWDWH�LQWHUYHQH�LQ�DQ�

asymmetrical war. 

The Three Year Switch

&DUO�YRQ�&ODXVHZLW]�RQFH�VDLG�WKDW�³LQ�ZDU�HYHQ�WKH�VLPSOH�WKLQJV�DUH�GLI¿FXOW´��LQ�&RUXP�DQG�

-RKQVRQ��������������7KH�³VLPSOH´�WDVN�RI�SXWWLQJ�GRZQ�DQ�LQVXUJHQF\��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�&RUXP�DQG�
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Johnson in their historical and theoretical analysis of asymmetrical war starts with a comprehensive 

VWUDWHJ\��%\�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�VWUDWHJ\�IRU�QRW�MXVW�IRU�WKH�PLOLWDU\�VSKHUH��EXW�VRFLDO�DQG�HFRQRPLF�VSKHUHV�

RI�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDU��WKH�VWDWH�LQFUHDVHV�WKHLU�FKDQFHV�RI�YLFWRU\�������������������7LPH�DQG�WLPH�

DJDLQ��WKH�VWDWH�DVVXPHV�WKDW�DV\PPHWULFDO�ZDUIDUH�FDQ�EH�ZRQ�LQ�WKH�PLOLWDU\�VSKHUH�DORQH���IRU�

instance Vietnam. Almost exactly three years into the war, the Vietcong insurgency launched the Tet 

Offensive. As stated previously, the attack itself was a massive military victory for the United States. 

However, back home in the United States it enraged the public, and in Vietnam itself the local popu-

lace began to show signs of turning against the Americans. By failing to remember the other sides of 

asymmetrical warfare, it can be argued that American had set itself up for failure. 

-RKQVWRQ��������DQDO\]HV�WKH�HIIHFWLYHQHVV�RI�NLOOLQJ�WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�DQ�LQVXUJHQF\��+LV�

research suggests that if the state focuses on decapitation of an insurgency’s leadership, this will 

LQFUHDVH�WKH�FKDQFHV�RI�VWDWH�YLFWRU\�E\�������������7KH�UHPRYDO�RI�OHDGHUV�LQ�DQ�LQVXUJHQF\�FDQ�

GHFUHDVH�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�ZDU�DV�ZHOO��%\�VXUJLFDOO\�WDUJHWLQJ�WKH�HQHP\��OLPLWLQJ�WKH�REMHFWLYHV��DQG�

DGRSWLQJ�D�³JHW�LQ�DQG�JHW�RXW´�VWUDWHJ\��WKH�VWDWH�FDQ�LQFUHDVH�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�YLFWRU\��

7KHVH�UHVXOWV�DOVR�¿W�LQWR�WKH�PRGHOV�FUHDWHG�E\�PDQ\�VFKRODUV�WKDW�VKRZFDVH�LQVXUJHQWV�DV�

RUJDQLF�GHFHQWUDOL]HG�JURXSV�WKDW�¿QG�D�GHOLFDWH�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ�XQLW\�DQG�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ��*RXUOH\�HW�

DO���������%\�EHLQJ�XQLWHG�EXW�IUDJPHQWHG��LQVXUJHQFLHV�FDQ�VWULNH�WKHLU�WDUJHWV�DQG�UHPDLQ�REVFXUH��

$V�*RXUOH\�DQG�KLV�WHDP�VXPPDUL]H�WKHLU�PRGHO�DV�VHHLQJ�LQVXUJHQWV�DV�DQ�³HFRORJ\�RI�G\QDPLFDOO\�

HYROYLQJ��VHOI�RUJDQL]HG�JURXSV�IROORZLQJ�FRPPRQ�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�SURFHVVHV´������������

It is this model of organic organization that makes insurgents so deadly. The question of what 

WULJJHUV�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�³WKUHH�\HDU�VZLWFK´�UHPDLQV�HPSLULFDOO\�XQDQVZHUHG�DQG�UHTXLUHV�DGGLWLRQDO�

avenues of research. But, if I were to make another hypothesis, it would be the suggestion that the 

³WKUHH�\HDU�VZLWFK´�DQG�WKH�ZRUN�RI�VFKRODUV�OLNH�*RXUOH\�DUH�GLUHFWO\�UHODWHG��7KHVH�LQVXUJHQW�JURXSV�

reach this deadly combination of fragmentation and unity after three years of continuous warfare. The 

R-square measure of my study showed a weak relationship between the duration of war and the out-

come of it, suggesting that the length of war activates other variables, such as the organization model, 

that decrease the state’s chances of winning. If an insurgency can last this long in battle against the 

state, it has the funding, weaponry, and most importantly, human capital to pull off a war of attrition. 

,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��LQVXUJHQWV�FDQ�HYROYH�WR�HIIHFWLYHO\�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�WKH�VWDWH�DQG�ZLQ��2QFH�WKLV�VWDJH�LV�

activated, the state’s political will or resources for war will deplete. This organically organized model 

could also explain why there is relatively no difference for the state’s chances of success between 

³VKRUW´�DQG�³PHGLXP´�OHQJWK�ZDUV��VLQFH�LW�VHHPV�WKDW�LQVXUJHQW�JURXSV�UHDFK�WKLV�OHYHO�RI�RUJDQL]D-

tion after three years. 

In the state’s quest to master asymmetrical warfare, it would be suggested that the state adopt 

VWUDWHJLHV�WR�SUHYHQW�LQVXUJHQWV�IURP�¿QGLQJ�WKH�³VZHHW�VSRW´�EHWZHHQ�XQLW\�DQG�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ��%\�

SXUVXLQJ�D�OLPLWHG�DJHQGD�WKDW�HPEUDFHV�D�³JHW�LQ�DQG�JHW�RXW´�PHQWDOLW\��ZLWK�QR�QDWLRQ�EXLOGLQJ�

plans or occupation of the targeted country, the state can increase their chances of victory within 

WKUHH�\HDUV��%\�SURYLGLQJ�HPSLULFDO�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�VXJJHVWV�D�VR�FDOOHG�³WKUHH�\HDU�VZLWFK�´�WKLV�VWXG\�

advances our understanding of asymmetrical war by a slight extent, and strengthens the models cre-

ated by other scholars. 
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Tables and Figures

)LJXUH����0DLQ�7HVW��2XWFRPH�DQG�LWV�5HODWLRQVKLS�WR�'XUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�:DU
Outcome ³6KRUW´�:DU� ³0HGLXP´�:DU ³/RQJ´�:DU Total
State Wins ��� ��� ��� ����ZDUV
Insurgents Win ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV

Measure Value

Pearson Chi-square ������a

P-Value .000

Cramer’s V ����

With a P-value of .000

Lambda �����

With a P-value of .002

Figure 2: Control for type of war and the outcome

Colonial:
Outcome ³6KRUW´�:DU� ³0HGLXP´�:DU ³/RQJ´�:DU Total
State Wins ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV
Insurgents Win ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV

3HDUVRQ�&KL�VTXDUH���������

3�YDOXH�RI�����

Imperial:
Outcome ³6KRUW´�:DU� ³0HGLXP´�:DU ³/RQJ´�:DU Total
State Wins ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV
Insurgents Win ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV�

3HDUVRQ�&KL�VTXDUH���������

P-value of .000

Figure 3: Control for additional state involvement in the war 

No additional state involved: 
Outcome ³6KRUW´�:DU� ³0HGLXP´�:DU ³/RQJ´�:DU Total
State Wins ��� ��� ��� 106 wars
Insurgents Win ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV

3HDUVRQ�&KL�VTXDUH��������

3�YDOXH�RI�����
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Additional state involved: 
Outcome ³6KRUW´�:DU� ³0HGLXP´�:DU ³/RQJ´�:DU Total
State Wins ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV
Insurgents Win ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV

3HDUVRQ�&KL�VTXDUH���������

3�YDOXH�RI�����

Figure 4: Control for the state starting the war

State didn’t start war:
Outcome ³6KRUW´�:DU� ³0HGLXP´�:DU ³/RQJ´�:DU Total
State Wins ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV
Insurgents Win ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV

3HDUVRQ�&KL�VTXDUH���������DQG�D�3�YDOXH�RI�����

State did start war: 
Outcome ³6KRUW´�:DU� ³0HGLXP´�:DU ³/RQJ´�:DU Total
State Wins ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV
Insurgents Win ��� ��� ��� ���ZDUV

3HDUVRQ�&KL�VTXDUH��������

P-value of .000

Wisniewski
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Clocks and Clouds LV� D� KLJKO\� FROODERUDWLYH� SURMHFW� DPRQJ� GR]HQV� RI� YLWDO� SDUWLFLSDQWV�� DQG� WKH�

MRXUQDO�RZHV�D�JUHDW�GHEW�WR�HYHU\RQH�LQYROYHG��$PRQJ�WKHVH�FROODERUDWRUV��VHYHUDO�GHVHUYH�SDUWLFXODU�

UHFRJQLWLRQ� IRU� WKHLU� DFWLYH� UROH� LQ� VXSSRUWLQJ� DQG� JXLGLQJ� WKH� MRXUQDO�� 3URIHVVRU�.LPEHUO\�&RZHOO�

Meyers and Professor Dylan Craig deserve singular recognition for their continued role in advising the 

student staff and acting as advocates in the faculty. We are incredibly thankful to both Associate Dean 

Meg Weekes and Associate Dean Patrick Jackson for their support, as the collaboration between SPA 

and SIS would not be possible without them. The SPA and SIS Undergraduate Councils have also done 

remarkable work to build support among the student body.

We also owe particular gratitude to members of the American University community who have provided 

YDOXDEOH�DGYLFH�DQG�VXSSRUW�DV�WKH�MRXUQDO�KDV�JURZQ��'U��/\Q�6WDOOLQJV�LQ�WKH�2I¿FH�RI�8QGHUJUDGXDWH�

Studies has provided us with incredible opportunities to expand our name and audience across campus. 

:H�KDYH�DOVR�EHHQ�H[FLWHG�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�WKH�+RQRUV�2I¿FH�WKURXJK�'U��0LFKDHO�0DQVRQ�DQG�5�-��

Peterson, who have been instrumental in helping us reach out to talented authors. Sara Ghebremichael, 

James Helms, Jacqueline Corbett, Matt Bourdon, and Clement Ho have provided equally crucial advice 

RQ�PDQDJLQJ�DQG�PDUNHWLQJ�WKH�MRXUQDO�

)LQDOO\��WKH�WKLUW\�¿YH�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�VXEPLWWHG�ZRUN�WR�&ORFNV�DQG�&ORXGV�GHVHUYH�UHFRJQLWLRQ��DV�ZHOO�

as the nearly thirty student staff and review board members who worked tirelessly to see this issue 

published. The articles we are able to publish represent only a small portion of the excellent research 

FRQGXFWHG� E\� $PHULFDQ� 8QLYHUVLW\� XQGHUJUDGXDWHV�� DQG� WKH� WUHPHQGRXV� UHVSRQVH� WKH� MRXUQDO� KDV�

received continues to validate our mission and push us forward.
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Clocks and Clouds�LV�DQ�$PHULFDQ�8QLYHUVLW\�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�UHVHDUFK�MRXUQDO�WKDW�SXEOLVKHV�

articles on the cutting edge of political science, international studies, and public policy. 

7KH�MRXUQDO�LV�PHDQW�WR�DGG�D�YRLFH�WR�WKH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�GLDORJXH�ERWK�ZLWKLQ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�

University community and in broader academia. Our name comes from the work of 

philosopher Karl Popper, where clouds are a metaphor for the disorderly and irregular in 

social science while clocks represent the predictable and rational. By providing a venue for top 

undergraduate research, Clocks and Clouds�DLPV�WR�¿QG�WKH�FORFNV�DPLGVW�WKH�FORXGV.

7KH�MRXUQDO�LV�RUJDQL]HG�DV�DQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�VWXGHQW�UXQ�MRLQW�YHQWXUH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�6FKRRO�RI�

Public Affairs, the School of International Service, the School of Public Affairs Undergraduate 

Council, and the School of International Service Undergraduate Council. American Univer-

VLW\�XQGHUJUDGXDWHV�RI�DQ\�PDMRU�PD\�VXEPLW�ZRUN�IRU�SXEOLFDWLRQ�DQG�ZLOO�KDYH�WKHLU�ZRUN�

assessed through a blind peer review and revision process. Clocks and Clouds publishes one 

issue per semester in print and electronic formats and appoints staff and editorial reviewers 

for one-year terms. 

)RU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ��RU�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�MRXUQDO�DV�DQ�DXWKRU��VWDII�PHP-

ber, or editorial reviewer, contact the editor at clocksandclouds@american.edu or visit www.

american.edu/clocksandclouds. 
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All clouds 
are clocks-

even the 
most cloudy 

of clouds.

Karl Popper


